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ROBERT   WALKER, 


TPIE  two  fuft  volumes  of  die  Ser- 
mons now  oirered  to  the  Public,  are 
already  well  known.  The  third  volume  of 
the  prefent  Edition  contains  the  pofthu- 
mous  Sermons  of  the  diflinguiihed  Au- 
thor, which  are  faithfully  printed  from 
his  papers.  They  are  publiflied  under 
fome  difadvantages.  He  had  not  prepared 
them  for  the  prefs  ;  and  they  cannot  be 
expedlcd  to  have  all  the  accuracy  or  the 
elegance  of  his  former  publications.  The 
Editor  did  not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to 
hazard  corredlions,  by  which  he  might 
have  done  injuftice  to  the  peculiar  ftyle 
and  manner  of  the  Author ;  but  he  has 
been  at  pains  to  compare  difFerent  manu- 
fcripts  on  the  flmie  fubjecls  together,  and 
has  taken  advantage  of  the  notes,  which 
were  of  late  years  prepared  for  the  pulpit. 
He  is  perfuaded,  that  there  are  fome  of 
thefe  Sermons  which  will  be  thought  equal 
YpL.  L  A  to 
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to  any  which  appear  in  the  firfl  or  fecond 
volumes  ;  and  that  there  is  none  of  thern 
which  will  not  be  acceptable  to  thofe  who 
loved  the  Author  as  a  man,  or  refpe^Sled 

him  as  a  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel. The 

eleventh  and  thirteenth  Sermons  have  been 
already  publiflied  feparately ;  the  one,  in 
1748,  and  the  other,  in  1775.  The  Editor 
flatters  himfelf,  that  no  apology  is  necef- 
iary  for  inferting  them.  He  wifhed  them 
to  be  preferved  along  with  the  other  Ser- 
mons of  the  Author. 

Though  there  were  neither  firiking  in- 
cidents, nor  much  variety  in  the  life  of  the 
Author,  the  following  fads  will  not  be  un- 
acceptable to  his  Friends. 

He  was  born  in  Canongate,  where  his 
father  was  minifter,  in  171 6.  He  received  a 
regular  education  at  the  Univerfity  of  Edin- 
burgh. Happening  to  refide  for  a  few 
rhonths  in  1737  with  a  clergyman  in  Gal- 
Iqway,  he  was  licenfed  to  preach  the  gofpel 
by  ths  Prefbytery  of  Kirkcudbright.     In 

1738, 
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1783,  in  confequence  of  an  unanimous  cal!, 
he  was  ordained  minider  of  Straiton,  with- 
in the  bounds  of  the  Prefbytery  of  Ayr. 
He  always  mentioned  this  fituation  with 
particular  fatisfadion,  and  confidered  the 
years  which  he  fpent  at  Straiton  as  among 
the  happieft  years  of  his  life.     In  1 746,  he 
was    tranflated   to   the   fecond   charge    of 
South  Leith.     He  was  then  in  the  prime 
of   life;    and    never   appeared   to   greater 
advantage  than  while  he  remained  in  this 
ftation,  either  in  his  public  labours,  or  in 
his   private   intercourfe  with  his   friends. 
In  1754,  he  was  called  to  be  one  of  the 
minifters  of  Edinburgh;  and  as  there  were 
at  that  time  three  vacancies   in  the  city, 
and  he  was  xhtfenior  minifter  among  thofe 
who  were  called  to  fupply  them,  he  was 
immediately  fixed  in  one  of  the  collegiate 
charges  of  the  High  Church.     The  diftin- 
guiflied   reputation  which  he   maintained 
to  the  end  of  his  life  in  that  confpicuous 
ftation,  is  well  known  to  the  public.     He 
had  naturally  a  found  conftitution ;    and 
enjoyed   an  uninterrupted  feries  of  good 
A  2  health. 
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health,  till,  in  the  month  of  February  1782, 
he  was  fuddenly  feized  with  an  apoplexy. 
He  recovered  at  that  time  ;  but  his  fpirits 
and  vigour  were  greatly  impaired.  He 
went  to  the  country  in  the  beginning  of 
the  follov/ing  fummer  ;  and  his  health  was 
fo  far  reftored,  that  he  was  able  to  return 
to  his  minifterial  labours  in  the  month  of 
3eptember.  From  that  time  he  continued 
to  officiate  regularly  in  public,  till  death 
put  an  end  to  his  labours  and  to  his  life 
together.  On  Friday  the  4th  of  April 
1783,  it  was  his  turn  to  preach  in  the 
morning.  He  left  his  houfe  in  good 
health,  and  performed  the  public  fervice 
in  his  ufual  manner.  In  the  conclufioUj 
he  difcovered  fome  fymptoms  of  uneafi- 
iiefs ;  and,  in  his  return  from  the  church, 
faid  to  a  friend,  that  he  had  got  a  headach 
by  preaching.  Flaving  reached  his  own 
lioul'e  with  fome  difficulty,  he  was  inftant- 
ly  feized  with  a  flupor ;  and  though  im- 
mediate affiftance  v/as  procured,  he  expired 
in  lefs  than  two  hours. 

The  Editor  does  not  prcfume  to  deli- 
neate 
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heate  his  cliaradler.  This  has  ahxady 
been  done  by  a  more  maflerly  hand.  The 
Reverend  Dr  Biair,  who  has  given  many 
other  teftimonies  of  refpe<5l  for  the  me- 
mory of  his  deceafed  colleague,  has  been 
fo  obhging  as  to  permit  the  pubUcation  of 
the  conchiding  part  of  his  fermon,  preached 
on  the  13th  of  April  1783;  for  which  the 
Editor  takes  this  public  opportunity  of  ex- 
prefTmg  his  beil  and  moft  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments. ^ 


A   3  CONCLUSIOl^i 


C  c 


Conclusion  of  Sermon  from  Ecd.  xU.  7. 
preached  In  the  High  Church  of  Edinburgh^ 
by  Dr  Hugh  Blair,  i^tb  ^pr'il  1783, 
on  Qccafion  of  the  death  of  Mr  Robert 
Walker. 


After  wliat  lias  been  faid  on  tiie 
fubjecl  of  deatii  in  general,  and  in  particu- 
lar upon  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  it, 
your  minds  mufl  naturally  have  turned  to- 
wards tliat  melancholy  event  which  has 
lately  befallen,  m.  the  fadden  removal  of 
your  fiiithfiil  and  worthy  Paftor  ;  and  you 
will  ealily  imagine,  that  this  has  given  oc- 
calion  to  the  train  of  meditation  wc  have 
now  been  pvirfui  ng.  Upon  fuch  an  occa- 
fion,  I  know  this  Congregation  v^ill  indulge 
me,  in  paying  the  lall  tribute  of  refped:  to 
the  memory  of  a  colleague  whom  I  edemed 
and  loved ;  and  in  conne^lion  with  whom 
I  have  comfortably  pad  a  great  part  of  my 
life.  He  was  the  acquaintance  and  com- 
panion 
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panlon  of  my  youth.  For  nearly  the  pc« 
riod  of  twenty-five  years  we  were  afTociated 
in  the  charge  of  this  Congregation  ;  and 
during  all  that  long  tra6l  of  time,  though 
we  often  differed  in  fentiment  about  public 
matters,  yet  that  difference  never  interrup- 
ted our  cordial  correfpondence,  nor  occa- 
fioned  any  breach  of  mutual  friendfliip. 
The  characfter  of  his  mind,  indeed,  was 
fuch  as  fitted  him  for  agreeable  intercourfe 
with  all  who  had  any  connection  with 
him.  His  underitanding  was  found  and 
jufl.  His  pafTions,  though  originally  flrong, 
were  brought  under  remarkable  govern- 
ment. His  difpofition  was  cheerful :  his 
temper  calm  and  regular.  God  had  blefTed 
him  with  great  natural  abilities.  To  a 
quick  and  folid  judgment,  were  added  the 
powers  of  the  moil  corred  tafte,  which  he 
enjoyed  in  a  high  and  uncommon  degree. 
Seldom  have  any  been  endowed  with  a 
more  jufl  difcernment  of  what  is  beautiful 
in  compofition  and  difcourfe,  or  with  a 
more  accurate  fenfibility  to  what  is  beco- 
ming in  manners  and  behaviour.  Poffef- 
A  4  {ui^ 
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•ilng  tliefe  talents,  he  was  at  tlie  fame  time 
modeft,  unafiumin'^,  unpretending.  He 
was  fimple  in  his  manners ;  fimple  in  his 
tafle  of  hfe  ;  altogether  free  from  cflenta- 
tion  or  vanity.  A  manly  firmncfs  formed 
the  diftinguifliing  part  of  his  charade  er. 
As  he  aded  uniformly  upon  principle,  he 
was  bold  and  undaunted  in  maintaining 
what  he  judged  to  be  right;  but  without 
the  heat  of  violence  or  paflion.  No  man 
ever  pofTeiTed  a  more  independent  fpirit. 
About  the  advantages'  of  worldly  fortune 
he  was  little  folicitous.  He  formed  no  high 
views.  He  made  no  ambitious  claims. 
He  was  eafdy  contented  and  fatisfied  ;  and 
as  he  was  entirely  free  from  covetoufnefs, 
fo  he  was  a  ftranger  to  envy.  To  the  merit 
of  others  he  was  ever  difpofed  to  do  ju- 
Aice.  His  eye  was  not  evil  when  they  pro- 
fpered.  He  was  fuperior  to  the  little  com- 
petitions and  jealouhes  which  prevail  in 
tulear  minds. 


*t.' 


These  particulars,  relating  to  his  cha- 
ra(fl:er  as  a  man,  I  am  thoroughly  quali- 
fied. 
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fied,  from  my  long  perfonal  knowledge  of 
Iiim,  fully  to  afcertain.  With  regard  to 
his  public  labours,  my  tcfllmony  is  of  lefs 
confequence  to  thofe  before  whom  I  now 
fpeak,  who  have  fo  long  had  full  proof  of 
his  talents,  and  experience  of  his  afTiduity 
and  fidelity  in  the  miniflry  of  the  gofpel. 
There,  indeed,  he  appeared  in  his  higheft 
characler,  as  an  eminent  and  fuccefsful 
labovu'er  in  the  Lord's  vineyard.  To  this 
important  work,  his  greateft  application, 
was  bent.  With  this,  he  allowed  nothing 
elfe  to  interfere.  His  whole  ambition 
centered  in  acling  his  part  with  the  dig- 
nity and  propriety  that  became  the  facred 
charaifler  which  he  bore.  By  the  elegance, 
ncatnefs,  and  chafle  fimplicity  of  compo- 
fition  in  his  Sermons,  and  by  the  uncom- 
mon grace  and  energy  of  his  delivery,  he 
rofe  to  a  high  and  juftly  acquired  repu- 
tation. But  mere  reputation  was  not  his 
objc(51:.  He  aimed  at  tcjl'ijymg  the  ii^hoh 
coiinfcl  of  the  grace  of  God  ;•  at  dividing 
rightly  to  every  man  the  ivord  of  truth  ; 
inftruding  the  ignorant,    awakening   the 

care- 
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carelefs,  reproving  the  finner,  and  comfort-* 
ing  the  faint ;  as  all  who  belong  to  this 
Congregation  well  know. 

Suitable  to  fuch  a  life  were  the  man- 
ner and  circtimftances  of  his  death.  It 
pleafed  Providence  to  carry  him  away,  as 
in  a  moment,  from  the  difcharge  of  that 
work  in  which  he  delighted,  to  the  enjoy- 
jnent  of  its  reward.  His  death  was  like 
an  immediate  tranflation  from  the  work 
of  the  fancluary  on  earth,  to  the  employ- 
ments of  the  fan6luary  above.  He  was 
permitted  to  efcape,  in  a  great  degrecj 
from  the  melancholy  approaches  of  the  laft 
foe.  He  endured  no  long  continuance  of 
pain.  He  underwent  no  violent  druggie. 
The  garment  of  mortality  eafily  dropt  off; 
and  the  fervant  of  God  fell  afleep  iu  the 
Lord.  Mark  the  perfeB  matiy  and  behold  the 
upright ;  for  the  latter  end  of  that  man  is  peace. 
Blejfed  are  the  dead  nvhich  die  in  the  Lord:  they 
refl  from  their  labours^  and  their  works  follow 
them.  May  the  memorial  of  the  jnfl  remain 
with  us  in  euerlafling  remembrance !     Let  u* 

remember 


tememhcr  them  that  have  fpoken  unto  us  iht 
^ords  of  God,  Let  us  he  followers  of  theni 
'who  through  faith  and  patience  are  noiv  inherit 
ting  the  promfes.  Let  us  live  the  life  of  the 
righteous,  that  we  may  die  his  death,  and 
our  latter  end,  like  his,  may  be  blefTed ! 
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SERMON       I. 


Preached  in  the  High  Church  of  Edinburgh,  May  5.  17614^ 
at  the  opening  of  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweedale- 


I  Thessalonians,  iii,  8. 
For  now  we  live,  tfyejlandfajl  in  the  Lord^ 


THE  author  of  this  epiflle  is  in- 
troduced into  the  facred  hiftory 
with  other  fentiments  and  views 
than   thefe   words    exprefs.      He 
makes  his  firft  appearance  at  a  fcene  of 
blood,  confenting  to  the  death  of  a  holy- 
martyr,  and  keeping  the  raiment  of  them 
that  flew  him.      Soon  after,    we  hear  of 
him    making    havock   of   the    Church   of 
Chrift  in  Jerufalem,    entering   into  every 
houfe,  and  dragging  both  men  and  wo- 
men to  prifon.     Nay,  fuch  was  the  excefs 
and  fury  of  his  zeal,  that,  breathing  out 
threatenings  and  flaughter  againfl  the  dif- 
Vot,  I.  B  ciples 
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ciples  of  the  Lord,  he  perfecuted  them 
even  unto  ftrange  cities :  "  I  verily  thought," 
laid  he,  in  the  prefence  of  Agrippa,  "  that 
"  1  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to 

"  the  name  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth." 'But 

here  we  behold  a  new  creature  indeed !  What 
things  were  formerly  gain  to  Paul,  thefe  he 
counts  lofs  for  Chrift:  the  once  hated  name 
of  Jefus  is  now  become  dearer  to  him  than 
Ufe  itfelf ;  and  he  who  in  times  paft  perfe- 
cuted the  faints,  now  glories  in  the  crofs,  and 
preacheth  the  faith  he  had  endeavoured  to 
deftroy. 

In  my  text  he  difcovers  a  temper  of  mofl 
diftinguifhed  excellence ;  a  temper,  my  Re- 
verend Fathers  and  Brethren,  which  I  hope 
we  (hall  not  barely  applaud,  but  earneftly 
covet  and  endeavour,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
to  pofTefs. 

To  unfold  the  peculiar  excellence  of  this 
temper, — and  to  illuftrate  the  importance 
of  it  to  the  minifters  of  Chrift, — are  the 
purpofes  aimed  at  in  the  following  dif* 
courfe. 

The  frjl  thing  that  demands  our  atten- 
tion 
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tidn  is  the  amiable  temper  exprelTed  in 
thefe  words:  Noiv  lue  li'ue,  if  y^ Ji^f^d fuji  in 
the  Lord. 

The  general  meaning  of  the  palTage  is 
obvious :  It  contains  an  obliging  and  fpi~ 
rited  declaration  of  the  Apoftle's  good-will 
to  the  Chriftians  at  Theflalonica.  But  if 
we  attend  to  his  fituation  when  he  wrote 
this  epiftle,  and  place  ourfelves  in  the  cir- 
cumflances  of  thofe  to  whom,  it  was  ad- 
drefled,  we  fliall  feel  an  emphalis  in  the 
word  iiozv^  that  gives  a  furpriling  addition 
both  to  the  tendernefs  and  dignity  of  his 
fentiment  and  expreflion. 

Had  the  time  referred  to  been  a  feafon 
of  profperity ;  had  Paul,  in  the  height  of 
worldly  felicity,  meant  no  more  than  to 
alTure  the  ThefTalonians,  that,  amidft  all 
his  affluence,  he  kindly  remembered  them ; 
and  though  at  prefent  beyond  the  need  of 
wifhing  any  thing  for  himfelf,  yet  that 
the  report  of  their  fteadfaftnefs,  and  the 
hope  of  its  continuance,  had  made  a  con- 
fiderable  addition  to  his  happinefs,  and 
heightened  his  reUfli  of  the  good  things  he 
poiTefTed :    even   upon   this   fuppofition,    I 

B  2  appre- 
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apprehend,  the  particle  noiv  would  juftly 
be  deemed  emphatical,  and  worthy  to  be 
accented. 

But  with  what  force  mud  it  flrike  us, 
when  we  find  that  it  refers  to  a  feafon  of 
adverfity! Paul,  at  the  time  of  wri- 
ting this  epiflle,  was  a  poor,  afflided,  fo- 
litary  man ;  banifhed  from  his  friends, 
living  among  flrangers,  labouring  with 
his  own  hands  for  a  fcanty  fubliftencc, 
and  deflitute  of  almoft  every  earthly  com- 
fort. 

All  this  the  ThefTalonians  knew  full  well. 
With  grief  they  had  beheld  his  fufferings 
in  their  own  city,  when  "  the  unbelieving 
"  Jews,  moved  with  envy,  took  unto  them 
"  certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  bafer  fort,'* 
and  raifed  fuch  an  uproar,  as  obliged 
them  to  fend  him  away  by  night  into 
Berea.  They  further  knew,  that  the  fame 
unbelieving  and  envious  Jews,  upon  hear- 
ing that  he  preached  with  fuccefs  at  Berea, 
had  followed  him  thither  alfo,  and  fo  in^ 
flamed  the  multitude  againft  him,  that  he 
found  it  neceffary  to  retire  as  far  as  Athens, 
to  get  beyond  the  reach  of  his  unrelenting 

per- 
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perfecutors. J'-idge  then   with    what 

emotion  they  would  read  this  ftrong,  this 
endearing  profefTion  of  his  concern  for 
their  welfare  ;  they  who,  under  God,  owed 
their  converfion  to  his  miniftry,  and  to 
whom,  as  I  juft  now  obferved,  his  pad 
fufFerings  on  their  own  account,  and  his 
prefent  diftrefs,  were  perfectly  known. 

He  had  told  them  a  little  before,  that 
the  bittereft  ingredient  in  all  his  afflic- 
tions, was  the  apprehenfion  he  had,  that 
his  fufFerings  might  have  a  tendency  to 
fliake  their  faith,  and  to  prejudice  their 
minds  againft  the  gofpel  of  Chrift :  "  For 
"  this  caufe,"  fays  he,  '*  I  fent  to  know 
''  your  faith,  left  by  fome  means  the 
"  tempter  have  tempted  you,  and  our 
"  labour  be  in  vain.  But  when  Timo- 
"  theus  returned,  and  brought  us  good 
"  tidings  of  your  faith  and  charity,  we 
*'  were  comforted  over  you,  in  all  our 
"  afflidlion  and  diftrefs,  by  your  faith." 
And  then  he  adds,  "  For  noiju^'  even  at  this 
prefent  time,  diftrefTed  and  afflided  as  we 
are,  yet  "  noiv  ive  Ifue^  if  ye  Ji  and  f aft  in  the 
**  Lordr 

B  3  Here 
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Here  then  the  pureft  zeal  for  th-e  ho-^ 
nour  of  his  Mafter,  and  the  mod  generous 
love  to  the  fouls  of  men,  are  happily  uni- 
ted, and  feelingly  exprefled  in  the  native 
language  of  a  warm  and  upright  heart, 
r r-I  fay,  the  purejl  zeal  and  the  moft  ge- 
nerous love  ;  for  no  tindure  of  felfifhnefs 
appears  in  either :  if  Chrift  is  glorified, — - 
if  men  are  faved, — Paul  obtains  his  utmoft 
wifh;  his  happinefs  is  independent  of  every 
thing  elfe;  he  enjoys  all  that  in  his  ov^^n 
eftimation  is  worthy  to  be  accounted  life, 
if  his  fpiritual  children  ftand  fail:  in  the 
Lord. 

And  is  not  this  a  temper  of  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  excellence?  When  I  called  it  mnlahle^ 
I  only  {poke  the  half  of  its  praife:  it  hath 
a  dignity^  as  Vv^ell  as  a  beauty,  belonging  to 
it,  fuperior  to  any  thing  that  is  commonly 
celebrated  by  that  name  among  men. 
Would  we  behold  heroifm  in  its  faireft  and 
moft  exalted  form,  inftead  of  looking  for  it 
among  thofe  whom  the  world  hath  ftyled 
heroes^  we  fliall  fucceed  far  better  if  we  turn 
pur  eyes  to  Paul  of  Tarfns. 

Where   ftiall  we   find  fuch  determined 

courage^ 
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courage,  fuch  cool  intrepidity,  and  con- 
tempt of  danger,  as  in  this  good  and  faith- 
ful foldier  of  Chrift  ?  "  Behold,"  faid  he 
to  the  elders  of  the  church  at  Ephefus, 
"  Behold,  I  go  bound  in  the  fpirit  unto 
"  Jerufalem,  not  knowing  the  things  that 
"  fhall  befal  me  there ;  fave  that  the  Holy 
'*  Ghofl  witneiTeth  in  every  city,  faying, 
"  that  bonds  and  afflidlions  abide  me.  But 
"  none  of  thefe  things  move  me,  neither 
"  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myfelf,  fo  that 
''  I  may  finifh  my  courfe  with  joy,  and  the 
"  miniftry  which  I  have  received  of  the 
'*  Lord  Jefus,  to  teftify  the  gofpel  of  the 
**  grace  of  God."  ABs  xx.  22. 

With  what  invincible  fortitude  did  he 
triumph  over  adverfity  in  every  frightful 
fliape !  with  what  noble  freedom,  and  in- 
dependence of  fpirit,  did  he  exult  amidft 
thofe  fufferings  of  which  human  nature 
hath  the  greateft  abhorrence !  "  Even  unto 
'*  this  hour,"  fays  he  in  his  letters  to  the 
Corinthians,  "  we  both  hunger  and  thirft, 
"  and  are  buffeted,  and  have  no  certain 
"  dwelling-place :  we  are  made  as  the  filth 
"  of  the  w^orld,  and  are  the  offscouring  of 

B  4  "  all 
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^*  all    things    unto    this   day. We   are 

"  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet  not  diftrefTed ; 
"  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  defpair ; 
"  perfecuted,  but  not  forfaken ;  call  down, 
*'  but  not  deftroyed  : — — as  deceivers,  and 
"  yet  true ;  as  unknown,  and  yet  well 
"  known ;  as  dying,  and  behold  we  live ; 
"  as  chaflened,  and  not  killed ;  as  forrow- 
**  ful,  yet  always  rejoicing ;  as  poor,  yet 
"  making  many  rich ;  as  having  nothing, 
"  and  yet  pofleffing  all  things." 

And  what  was  it  that  fupported  and  en- 
livened his  mind,  under  fuch  a  load  of 
complicated  diftrefs  ?  Hear  the  account 
he  gave  of  it  to  Timothy,  which  exadlly 
agrees  with  the  declaration  in  my  text: 
"  I  endure  all  things  for  the  eledl's  fake, 
"  that  they  alfo  may  obtain  the  falvation 
"  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  with  eternal 
"glory,**  2  Tim,  ii.  lo. — Paul  denied  him- 
felf  for  the  good  of  others,  and  cheerfully 
renounced  every  temporal  intereft  to  pro- 
mote the  eternal  happinefs  of  men. 

With  what  a  graceful  mixture  of  majeily 
and  meeknefs  does  he  appeal  to  the  ThefTa- 
lonians,  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  epiftle! 

''  Our 
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"  Our  exhortation  was  not  of  deceit,  nor 
"  of  uncleannefs,  nor  in  guile :  but  as  we 
"  were  allowed  of  God  to  be  put  in  truft 
"  with  the  gofpel,  even  fo  we  fpeak,  not  as 
"  pleafing  men,  but  God,  which  trieth  our 
"  hearts.  For  neither  at  any  time  ufed  we 
"  flattering  words,  as  ye  know,  nor  a  cloak 
*'  of  covetoufnefs ;  God  is  witnefs  :  nor  of 
"  men  fought  we  glory,  neither  of  you, 
"  nor  yet  of  others.  But  we  were  gentle 
"  among  you,  even  as  a  nurfe  cherifheth 
*'  her  children ;  fo  being  afFef^ionately  de- 
"  firous  of  you,  we  were  willing  to  have 
^'  imparted  unto  you,  not  the  gofpel  only, 
**  but  our  own  fouls  alfo,  becaufe  ye  were 
*'  dear  to  us.  For  what  is  our  hope,  our 
*'  joy,  our  crown  of  rejoicing?  are  not  even 
"  ye,  in  the  prefence  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
"  Chrift  at  his  coming?  for  ye  are  our  glory 
"  and  joy." 

And  what  can  attradl  our  love,  what  can 
merit  our  efteem,  what  can  excite  our  ad- 
miration, if  fuch  a  temper  doth  not  ?  A 
.  temper  which,  to  all  the  magnanimity  of 
the  hero,  unites  all  the  piety  and  benevo- 
lence of  the  faint. 

But 
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But  it  will  not  avail  us  barely  to  efteem 
or  admire  this  temper :  it  is  neceflary,  my 
brethren,  that  we  ourfelves  be  pofTelTed  of 
it.  I  fhall  therefore  proceed,  as  I  propofed, 
in  the 

Second  place,  To  illuftrate  the  importance 
of  this  excellent  temper ; — the  peculiar  im- 
portance of  it  to  the  miniflers  of  Chrift. 
And, 

i/?,  It  is  of  importance  to  guard  us 
againft  that  felf-deceit  to  which,  of  all 
men  in  the  world,  we  are  moft  expofed. 
The  office  we  hold  removes  us  at  a  greater 
diftance  than  other  men  from  any  of  thofe 
temptations  to  grofs  and  fcandalous  fins, 
which  wound  the  confcience,  and  divulge 
the  fecret  corruptions  of  the  heart :  fo  that 
mere  decency  of  condu(5l  may  pafs  with 
us  for  real  fandlity  ;  and  w^hat  is  purely 
the  eflfed:  of  reflraint  from  without,  may 
be  miftaken  by  us  for  the  produdl  of  a  new 
nature  within.  Befides,  the  flated  duties 
that  belong  to  our  office  frequently  contri- 
bute to  cherifh  this  prefumption.  God 
may  enable  us  to  deliver  his  mefTage  with 

be- 
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becoming  warmth  and  propriety,  for  the 
fake  of  thofe  committed  to  our  care;  and 
his  word,  though  uttered  by  unhallowed 
lips,  may  enter  with  power  and  efficacy 
into  the  hearts  of  our  hearers.  It  is  an 
awful  truth,  that  if  we  meafure  ourfelves 
either  by  our  manner  of  performing,  or 
even  by  the  efFeds  that  follow,  our  public 
miniftrations,  we  fhall  often  be  liable  to 
err  very  fatally.  Paul  thought  it  pofTible 
that  one  might  preach  to  the  faving  of 
others,  and  after  all  be  a  caji-away;  and  I 
can  eafily  conceive,  that  the  preaching  to 
others  may,  through  want  of  attention  on 
our  part,  be  in  fome  meafure  the  caufe  of 
it.  The  affiftance  afforded  us  in  our  Ma- 
iler's work,  may  lead  us  to  form  a  better 
opinion  of  our  fpiritual  condition  than  is 
either  reafonable  or  fafe  ;  and  therefore  we 
have  greater  need  to  look  frequently  and 
narrowly  into  our  own  hearts,  left  the  gifts 
we  receive  for  the  ufe  of  the  church,  ihould 
pafs  with  us  for  thofe  peculiar  graces  of 
the  Spirit  which  prove  our  adoption  into 
the  family  of  God,  and  manifeft  our  title 
to  the  heavenly  inheritance. 

But 
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But  did  our  fouls  burn  with  that  fervent 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  that  vehe- 
ment thh'fl  for  the  falvation  of  men,  which 
fired  the  generous  bread  of  this  Apoftle,  we 
fhould  be  in  no  danger  of  judging  too 
favourably  of  ourfelves.  Such  high  aims 
would  caufe  our  mod  vigorous  efforts  to 
appear  fo  little  in  our  own  eyes,  that,  in- 
flead  of  yielding  fuel  to  our  pride,  they 
would  rather  afford  us  matter  of  felf-abafe- 
ment,  as  bearing  no  proportion  either  to 
the  duty  we  owe,  or  the  exalted  felicity  to 
which  we  afpire. — Confcious  of  our  weak- 
nefs,  how  earneflly  fhould  we  then  addrefs 
God  for  the  influences  of  his  Spirit,  to  aid 
us  in  our  work,  and  to  impart  virtue  and 

cfEcacy  to  the  means  we  employ  ! And, 

at  the  fame  time,  with  what  holy  feverity 
fhould  we  examine  the  mofl  fecret  receffes 
of  our  hearts,  left  any  root  of  bittcrnefs 
fhould  find  indulgence  there,  that  might 
•  either  unfit  us  for  fervice,  or  marr  our  ufe- 
fulnefs,  by  provoking  God  to  with-hold 
that  grace  upon  which  both  our  ability  and 
fuccefs  depend ! 

2dly^  The  importance  of  this  temper  will 

further 
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further  appear  from  the  influence  it  would 

have  upon  our  public  miniftrations. 

It  would  make  us  better  preachers,  as  well 
as  better  men. 

We  fhould  never  be  at  a  lofs  for  proper 

fubjedls   of  difcourfe. This,  you  muft 

be  fenfible,  is  not  always  the  cafe  :  mod  of 
us,  1  fuppofe,  will  have  the  candour  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  we  have  frequently  fpent 
more  time  in  feeking  a  text,  than  might 
reafonably  have  fufficed  to  compofe  a  fer- 
men  :  and  we  (hall  probably  find,  upon  a 
fair  recollecflion,  that  this  wafte  of  time 
has  happened  mofl  commonly  ^v^hen  we 
fet  out  in  preparing  for  our  public  work, 
with  no  other  view  than  to  make  a  fermon. 
Fancy  is  a  roving  capricious  guide; 
but  when  neceffity  prefcribes,  it  always 
fpeaks  with  precifion.  We  may  know  with 
certainty  what  our  people  need,  when  we 
can  only  imperfedlly  guefs  at  what  will 
pleafe  them :  fo  that  did  the  necefTities  of 
our  hearers  get  the  difpofal  of  our  ftudies, 
we  fhould  feldom  helitate  long  in  the  choice 
of  our  fubjedts ;  and  give  me  leave  to  add, 
we  ihould  more  frequently  preach  the  fame 

ne- 
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necefTary  truths,  and  prefs  them  from  time 
to  time  with  redoubled  earneflnefs,  till  they 
appeared  to  have  obtained  their  full  efFedl 
upon  the  hearts  of  thofe  committed  to  our 
care. 

Nor  is  this  all : — The  temper  I  am  re- 
commending would  aflift  us  in  forming  and 
pronouncing  our  fermons,  no  lefs  than  in 
choofing  the  moft  profitable  fubjedls. — As  it 
would  reject  all  ufelefs  unedifying  fpecula- 
tions,  fo  it  would  effedlually  banilh  thofe 
gaudy  ornaments,  which  too  often  put  the 
preacher  in  the  place  of  his  text  j  or,  as  one 
hath  well  expreffed  it,  ferve  only  to  eva- 
porate weighty  truths,  and  to  make  them 

appear  as  light  as   the  ftyle. Had  we 

no  other  aim  than  to  guide  our  hearers  in 
the  way  to  heaven,  perfpicuity  and  pcrfua- 
fion  would  then  become  the  fole  objedts  of 
our  attention ;  and  thefe,  I  apprehend,  are 
more  within  every  man's  reach  than  is  com- 
monly imagined.  I  never  knew  any  perfoQ 
much  at  a  lofs,  feelingly  and  intelligibly  to 
impart  to  others  what  he  greatly  feared,  or 
loved,  or  hated.  Rules  of  art  have  their 
ufe  :  but  though  art  hath  colleded  rules,  it 
I  was 


SERMON      I.  31 

was  nature  that  furnifhed  them  :  both  order 
and  elocution  are  the  offspring  of  a  warm 
and  underflanding  heart.  Let  us  only  feel 
to  purpofe,  and  then  we  fhall  fpeak  with 

propriety  and  energy. Did  we,  like  Paul, 

travail  as  in  birth  till  Chrijl  lu ere  formed  in  the 
fouls  of  men ^  would  not  our  tongue  be  as  the 
pen  of  a  ready  writer  ? — Did  we  confider 
that  we  fpeak  in  the  name  of  God ;  —  that 
we  fpeak  to  the  creatures  of  G^d  ; — to  them, 
I  fay,  and  not  merely  before  them ; — that  we 
publiili  thofe  truths  by  which  only  they  can 
be  faved, — and  proclaim  that  law  by  which 
they  fhall  be  judged ; — did  we  confider, 
that  they  and  we  are  faft  haflening  to 
judgment,  and  that  neither  of  us  can  know 
how  foon  the  fummons  of  removal  may  be 
put  into  our  hands  : — what  fhall  I  fay  ? — 
would  not  Elihu's  fituation  become  ours, 
when  he  thus  expreffed  himfelf,  "  I  am 
*'  full  of  matter,  the  fpirit  within  me  con- 
'*  flraineth  me :  behold,  my  belly  is  as  wine 
"  that  hath  no  vent ;  it  is  ready  to  burft 
"  like  new  bottles ;  I  will  fpeak  that  I  may 
"be  refrefhed?"  Job  xxxii.  18,  19,  20. 
Nay,  my  brethren,  with  fuch  great  objeds 

in 
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in  our  eye,  we  fhould  not  only  fpeak,  but 
we  fhould  fpeak  as  Elihu  refolved  to  do  in 
the  following  part  of  the  quotation,  we 
fhould  fpeak  with  an  honeft  and  impartial 
freedom ;  for  thus  he  goes  on :  ''  Let  me 
"  not,  I  pray  you,  accept  any  man's  perfon, 
*'  neither  let  me  give  flattering  titles  unto 
"  man ;  for  I  know  not  to  give  flattering 
*'  titles ;  in  fo  doing,  my  Maker  would  foon 
"  take  me  av^y." 

"^dly^  This  tetnper  would  likewife  have  a 
happy  influence  upon  all  the  parts  of  our 

external  condu6l. ^We  fliould  not  think 

it  enough  to  abftain  from  evil ;  we  fliould 
carefully  avoid  every  thing  that  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  evil,  that  our  condudl  might 
have  nothing  in  it  of  a  doubtful  nature,  no- 
thing ambiguous,  or  that  needed  to  be  ex- 
plained.  —He  lives,  alas  !  at  a  poor  rate, 

and  far  below  the  dignity  of  his  facred  of- 
fice, who  is  frequently  put  to  it  to  vindicate 
his  condudl,  and  to  prove  that  he  hath  not 
exceeded  his  Chriftian  liberty.  A  minifter 
of  Chrifl  ought  to  go  before  his  people  in 
every  thing  that  is  true,  juft,  pure,  lovely, 
and  of  good  report.  His  light  ought  \oJhine 

I  in 
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in  the  eyes  of  men  ;  nay,  to  fliine  with  fucli 
flrength,  that  they  may  fee  his  good  works, 
and  be  conftrained  to  glorify  his  Father  ia 
heaven. 

A  holy  life  is  the  moft  perfuafive  fermon, 
exprefled  too  in  a  language  which  men  of 
all  nations  equ-'ly  underftand.  It  even  ex- 
plains what  othei  fermons  mean,  infiead  of 
needing  to  be  explained  by  them.  Men  will 
fee  more  beauty  in  a  truly  virtuous  acflion, 
than  in  the  mofl  rhetorical  defcription  we 
can  give  of  it ;  and  then  they  lofe  no  time, 
for  they  fee  it  at  once :  whereas,  befides  the 
necefTary  expence  of  time,  much  ikill  and 
addrefs  mud  likewife  be  employed,  to  un- 
fold it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
thoroughly  underftood  and  relifhed. 

In  this  way,  my  brethren,  we  may  preach 
without  ceafmg  :  and  if  we  know  any  thing 
of  the  temper  exprefled  in  my  text,  we  fliall 
certainly  be  ambitious  to  hold  forth  the 
word  of  life  continually  ;  and  fo  to  exhibit 
the  religion  of  Jefus,  that  in  our  practice, 
all  who  behold  us  may  have  an  eafy  oppor- 
tunity of  reading  the  laws  of  Chriil;  every 
day. 

Vol.  L  C  More 
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More  particularly  :  Were  we  pofTefTed  of 
tliis  temper,  we  Should  equally  difdain  to 
court  the  great  by  a  fawning  fervility,  or  to 
catch  the  vulgar  by  a  low  popularity. 

Thefe  are  the  dangerous  extremes  into  one 
or  other  of  v>rhich  every  unprincipled  mini- 
fter  is  liable  to  be  feduced. 

The  lad  of  them,  v/hich  is  reputed  the 
moft  bafe  and  contemptible,  is  commonly 
the  refort  of  thofe  only,  who,  having  little 
to  recommend  them  to  the  wife  and  good, 
can  find  no  other  way  to  emerge  from  ob- 
fcurity,  and  to  thrufl:  themfelves  forward 
into  public  view  ;  for  no  man  will  (loop  to 
this  mean  compliance,  who  is  qualified  to 
acl  in  a  higher  fphere,  if  he  is  not  forced  to 
it  by  hard  neceflity,  either  to  cover  a  fore 
he  wiflies  to  conceal,  or  to  bribe  men  to 
wink  at  fome  criminal  indulgence,  which 
he  cannot  hide,  and  is  unwilling  to  forfake. 
— But  though  the  other  extreme  is  generally 
fuppofed  to  be  lefs  ignominious  j  yet,  when 
weighed  in  a  juft  balance,  I  apprehend  it 
will  be  found  at  leail  equally  mean,  and  in 
fome  refpecls  far  more  pernicious. 

The  popular  drudge  muft  always  afFume 
2  the 
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the  appearance  of  fandllty :  he  mud  declaim 
(trenuoufly  againfl:  vice,  and  ftudy  to  have 
his  outward  behaviour  decent  and  irre- 
proachable.— Thus  far  the  gratification  of 
his  favourite  pafTion  will  conftrain  him  to 
plead  the  caufe  of  religion,  and  to  fay  and 
do  many  things  which  may  have  a  good  ef- 
feS.  upon  the  multitude,  whofe  favourable 
regard  he  is  anxious  to  obtain. — And  though 
his  low  ambition  may,  upon  fome  occafions, 
prompt  him  to  take  advantage  of  their 
weaknefs,  by  inflaming  their  zeal  about 
matters  of  a  trivial  or  indifferent  nature ; 
yet  as  he  can  only  fucceed  in  this  attempt 
by  perfuading  them  that  fuch  things  are 
important  and  necelTary,  it  is  obvious,  that 
however  he  may  impofe  upon  their  under- 
ftanding,  and  give  them  ftones  inftead  of 
bread,  yet  he  cannot  be  faid  to  corrupt 
their  integrity,  neither  doth  he  weaken  the 
authority  of  confcience. — He  may  render 
them  ridiculous,  but  he  doth  not  make  them 
knaves. 

"Whereas  the  fmiles  and  rewards  of  poli- 
tical rulers  (for  thefe  are  the  great  ones  of 
C  2  >vhom 
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whom  I  now  fpeak),  are  ufually  courted: 
and  obtained  by  very  different  means. 

As  a  f'npple  complying  temper,  unfet- 
tered by  confcience,  or  even  a  regard  to 
decency,  too  often  proves  the  befl  recom- 
mendation to  their  fervice  ;  hence  it  is, 
that  many  who  are  candidates  for  their 
favour,  are  fo  far  from  aflfuming  an  air 
of  fanc^ity,  that  they  ftudiouily  avoid 
whatever  can  be  deemed  the  pecuharities 
of  their  order,  that  they  may  have  nothing, 
to  diftinguiih  them  from  the  men  of  the 
world,  or  to  render  them  fufpedled  of  the 
remoteft  difpofition,  either  to  canvafs  the 
commands  of  their  fuperiors,  or  to  boggle 
at  any  meafures  they  Ihall  pleafe  to  adopt. 

The  pernicious  tendency  of  fuch  an  in- 
famous plan  of  conducfl  is  too  apparent  to 

need   much   illuftration. Hereby   they 

with-hold  from  their  patrons  the  mod  con- 
vincing and  obvious  proof  of  the  reality, 
the  excellence,  and  the  efficacy  of  that  re- 
ligion which  the  office  they  hold  obliges 
them  to  preach. Defcription  and  argu- 
ment,- if  they  are  not  accompanied  with  a 
vifible  reprefentation  of  holincfs,  will  make 

but 
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but  a  feeble  impreflion  upon  thofe  who  are 
continually  befet  with  the  fnares  of  profperi- 

ty. Befides,  it  often  happens,  that  fuch 

perfons,  by  means  of  a  liberal  education, 
are  in  great  meafure  placed  (if  I  may  fo 
fpeak)  beyond  the  reach  of  fermons  :  they 
have  already  got  a  theory  of  religion  into 
their  heads,  and  are  not  likely  to  hear  any 
things  they  knew  not  before ;  fo  that  they 
need  flriking  examples  more  than  verbal 
inflru6lions. — Thefe,  and  thefe  only,  are  of 
fufScient  force  to  roufe  their  attention,  and 
to  carry  home  conviction  to  their  hearts 
with  power. 

Did  they  behold  men  of  moderate,  or  ra- 
ther of  fcanty,  fortunes,  unbiafTed  by  world- 
ly hopes  or  fears,  confiftent  and  uniform 
in  their  whole  behaviour,  refolute  in  every 
part  of  duty,  inflexibly  honell,  and  forti^ 
iied  againft  all  corrupt  influence  whatfb- 
ever ; — fuch  venerable,  though  imperfed: 
ima,G;es  of  God,  would  not  only  penetratjs 
but  overawe  their  fouls. 

A  holy  and  upright  minifter  of  Chrifl 
never  fails  to  poflefs  a  fecret  dominion  in 
the  hearts  of  thofe  who  are  of  the  moft 

C  ^  oppofitr 
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oppofite  Ghara6ler.  Hate  him  they  may, 
and  probably  will;  but  at  the  fame  time 
they  are  conftrained  to  reverence  and  efleem 
him :  even  "  Herod  feared  John,  and  ob- 
"  ferved  him,  and  did  many  things,"  be- 
caufe  he  knew  "  that  he  was  a  juft  and  holy 
"man." 

Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  when  they 
fee  thofe  who  are  cloathed  with  the  facred 
chara6ler,  paying  no  regard  at  all  to  pro- 
priety of  condudl,  but  mixing  with  the 
world,  and  living  at  large  as  other  men  do; 
when  they  fee  them  grafping  at  power,  or 
fcrambling  for  riches ;  fpreading  their  fails 
to  every  wind,  and  ready  to  embark  in  any 
caufe  that  can  recommend  them  to  thofe 
wdio  are  able  to  gratify  their  ambition  or 

covetoufnefs  : however  they  may  avail 

themfelves  of  their  treafon,  yet  furely  they 
muft  defpife  fuch  traitors  in  their  heart, 
and  look  upon  them  as  the  dregs  and  refufe 
of  human  kind. 

But,  alas  !  ftrange  as  it  may  fecm,  it 
feldom  happens  that  thefe  perfidious  men 
become  fo  thoroughly  contemptible  as  to 
be  altogether  harmlefs.      Even  they  who 

defpife 
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defpife  them  moft,  with  a  perverfe  and  fa- 
tal fubtilty,  make  their  example  aii  occa- 
iion  of  hardening  their  own  hearts ;  fetch- 
ing arguments  from  thence  to  extenuate 
their  guilt,  and  to  cherifli  their  prcfump- 
tuous  hopes  of  impunity :  for  it  has  often 
been  obferved,  that  no  twig  is  fo  {lender 
that  a  wicked  man  w^ll  not  cling  to  it, 
when  he  feels  himfelf  finking  under  the  re- 
bukes of  confcience,  and  the  overwhelming 
fears  of  approaching  vengeance. 

It  is  furely  unnecefiary  to  {how,  that 
the  temper  I  have  been  recommending 
would  effecSlually  guard  us  againft  both 
the  pernicious  extremes  I  have  been  fpeak- 
ing  of,  and  render  us  equally  indepen- 
dent of  the  high  and  of  the  law. Zeal 

for  the  honour  of  our  Lord,  and  the  fal- 
vation  of  precious  and  immortal  fouls, 
would  ennoble  our  minds,  and  break 
every  {laviih  yoke  in  pieces.  A  true  mi- 
niller  of  Chrill  will  call  no  man  Majlcr : 
like  this  great  Apoftle,  he  will  endeavour 
fo  to  fpeak,  and  fo  to  acl,  in  every  fitua- 
tion,  not  as  plealing  men,  but  God,  who 
trieth  the  heart.  It  will  ever  appear  a  (mail 
C  4  matier 
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matter  to  him  to  be  judged  of  man's  judge-f 
ment :  this  will  be  his  labour,  his  only  am-^ 
bition,  that  "  prefent  or  abfent,  he  may  be 
■'  accepted  of  his  Lord."  Which  leads  me 
to  obferve,  in  the 

/^h  and  Iqfi  place,  That  the  importance 
of  this  temper  fliall  be  fully  underftood  and 
felt  by  us  all  at  the  hour  of  death,  and  ia 
the  day  of  judgment. 

We  muft  fliorcly  ficken  and  die  :-r-that 
awful  period  can  be  at  no  great  diftance 
from  any  of  us  : — it  may  be  nearer  to  fome 

of  us  than  we  are  aware  of. Let  us 

confider  it  as  prefent ; and  fay,  my  Fa- 
thers and  Brethren,  were  this  the  laft  day, 
the  laft  hour,  the  laft  moment  of  life,  what 
would  fupport  us  beft  ?  what  would  yield 

us    the    moft   efFe^flual    confolation  ? 1 

need  not  wait  for  an  anfwer;  every  heart 

muft  have  made  it  already. The  only 

triumph  of  a  dying  minifter  is  that  which 
Paul  uttered  when  the  time  of  his  depar- 
ture was  at  hand:  *'  I  have  fought  a  good 
"  fight,  I  have  finiftied  my  courfe,  I  have 
^'  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid 
^*  up   for   me   a   crpwn    of   righteoufnefs, 

"which 
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"  which  God,   the  righteous  judge,   fhall 

"  give  me  at  that  day." He  who  can 

fay  with  tliis  holy  Apoftle,  "  To  me  to 
*•  hve  is  Chrift,"  he,  and  he  only,  can 
with  him  fubjoin,  "  and  to  die  is  gain." 
If  iioiv  nx'c  live  ix'hen  belivers  Jland  fajl  in 
the  Lord]  if  to  promote  the  honour  of  our 
Mafter,  and  the  falvation  of  our  brethren, 
be  the  objedls  of  our  keenefl  defires  and 
moft  vigorous  pufuit,  death  can  do  us  no 
harm :  we  may  cheerfully  look  beyond 
the  grave  to  thofe  pure  regions  of  ever- 
lading  light,  and  love,  and  joy ;  where 
"  they  that  be  wife,  ihall  fliine  as  the 
"  brightnefs  of  the  firmament;  and  they 
"  that  turn  many  unto  righteoufnefs,  as 
*'  the  flars  for  ever  and  ever."  Animated 
by  thefe  hopes,  let  us  henceforth  go  on 
with  fidelity  and  zeal  in  performing  every 
part  of  duty  that  belongs  to  us  :  and 
"  though  Ifrael  be  not  gathered  by  our 
"  means,  yet  fhall  we  be  glorious  in  the 
*'  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  our  God  iliall  be 
*'  our  ftrength."  He  who  gracioufly  ac- 
cepteth  according  to  what  a  man  hath, 
will  net  rejedl  "  our  labour  of  love;"  bur 

will 
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will  confefs  us  at  laft  before  an  afTembled 
world  ;  and  fay,  with  all  the  indulgence  of 
a  kind  and  liberal  mafler,  *'  Well  done, 
"  good  and  faithful  fervants,  enter  ye  into 
"  the  joy  of  your  Lord."     Amen, 


S  E  R- 
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Proverbs,  xv.  3. 

The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place ^  behold" 
ing  the  evil  and  the  good. 


IN  every  age  of  the  church  the  complaint 
may  be  repeated,  that  "  all  men  have 
"  not  faith."  Many  who  think  they  have 
it,  are  fatally  deceived;  and  fliall  be  found 
in  the  illue  to  have  been  utterly  devoid  of 
this  gracious  principle.  True  faith  deter- 
mines the  choice,  and  governs  the  practice 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  thing  be- 
lieved. It  is  called  "  the  evidence,"  or 
demonftration,  "  of  things  not  feen."  Let 
the  objedls  be  ever  fo  remote,  yet  faith 
brings  them  near  to  the  mind,  and  renders 
them  as  powerful  and  operative  upon  the 
alTeftions  and  will,  as  if  they  were  both 
prefcnt  and  vifible.      Such  is  the  nature 

and 
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and  efEcacy  of  this  grace;  from  whence 
you  may  judge,  whether  it  be  fo  common 
as  men  are  apt  to  imagine. 

The  fubjedl  of  my  text  will  afford  us  a 

flriking  illuftration  of  this  remark. We 

have  already  profefTed  our  belief,  and  we 
have  done  it  too  with  fome  folemnity,  that 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  this  place ^  behold- 
ing the  evil  and  the  good.  This  we  virtually 
acknowledged  when  we  celebrated  his  praife: 
but  we  did  it  mofl  explicitly  when  we  offered 
up  our  prayers  to  him ;  for  to  what  purpofe 
fhould  we  pray  to  an  abfent,  or  even  to  an 
inattentive  being?  Yet  if  we  examine  our- 
felves  impartially,  and  try  our  faith  by  the 
only  proper  teft,  I  fufpe<fl;  we  fliall  find 
too  much  reafon  to  conclude,  either  that 
we  do  not  ferioufly  believe  this  docSlrine, 
or,  at  beft,  that  our  faith  is  very  weak  an4; 
imperfedl. 

Were  God  vifibly  prefent  in  our  affem- 
bly ; — were  the  great  Immanuel,  God  in 
our  nature,  (landing  in  the  midft  of  us ; 
would  we  praife  him  fo  feebly,  or  pray  to 
him  fo  coldly,  or  fpeak  and  hear  fo  unfeel- 
ingly as  we  do? -And  fliall  feeing,  or 

not; 
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not  feeing,  make  fuch  an  odds? Did 

we  jufi:  now  behold  the  objedl  of  our  wor- 
lliip,  would  the  mere  fliutting  our  eyes 
render  his  prefence  lefs  venerable,  or  the 
influence  of  it  lefs  powerful  ?  No,  my 
brethren : — our  feeing  God  could  only  af- 
fure  us  that  he  is  prefent ;  and  if  an  equal 
affurance  is  obtained  by  any  other  means, 
the  influence  of  his  prefence  will  in  either 
cafe  be  the  fame.  It  is  not  therefore  to 
the  feeing  or  not  feeing  God,  that  any 
difference  in  our  temper  or  behaviour  muft 
be  imputed;  but  to  the  believing,  or  not 
believing,  the  reality  of  his  prefence :  from 
which  we  may  juftly  infer,  that  every  de- 
gree of  irreverence  in  our  minds,  and 
every  undutiful  fl:ep  in  our  condudl,  is  a 
fymptom  of  the  weaknefs  and  imperfec- 
tion of  our  faith;  and,  confequently,  that 
a  courfe  of  known  fin,  or  the  habitual  in- 
dulgence of  any  corrupt  affecflion,  affords 
undoubted  evidence,  that  whatever  light 
we  may  have  in  our  underftanding,  yet 
we  do  not  believe  with  our  heart,  that  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  plaee^  beholdlvg 
the  evil  and  the  good, 

2  When 
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When  thefe  things  are  confidered,  it 
will  appear  that  infidelity,  in  one  degree 
or  other,  is  far  more  prevalent  than  we 
are  aware  of;  and  that,  notwithftanding 
our  profeflional  afTent  to  the  do6lrine  of 
my  text,  yet  the  bed  of  us  have  need  to 
get  our  faith  of  this  interefting  truth  en- 
livened and  confirmed.  I  fliall  therefore 
proceed  to  lay  the  evidence  of  it  before 
you,  in  as  plain  and  convincing  a  manner 
as  I  can;  imploring,  in  the  entrance,  that 
powerful  blefTmg,  without  which  the  Itrong- 
efl  and  moft  perfuafive  arguments,  like  a 
dart  thrown  by  a  weak  arm,  will  either  fall 
fhort  of  the  heart,  or  if  they  reach  it,  yen 
llrike  fo  feebly,  as  to  make  no  deep  or  laft- 
ing  impreflion. 

There  are  two  judges,  before  one  or  other 
of  which  every  queflion  of  this  kind  muft 
necefTarily  be  tried ;  I  mean.  Scripture^  and 

Reafon. Scripture  mull  determine  thole 

who  confefs  its  divine  original :  and  they 
who  decline  the  authority  of  this  judge,  can 
appeal  to  none  other  but  that  reafon  with 
which  God  hath  endowed  them ;  there 
they  mull  flop,  the  caufe  can  be  carried  no- 
where 
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where  elfe. If  therefore  it  fhall  appear, 

that  the  dodlrine  of  God*s  univerfal  pre- 
fence  and  knowledge  is  fupported  both  by 
fcripturc  and  reafon,  the  queftion  will  be 
finally  decided,  and  unbelief  can  have  no 
refource  but  perverfe  and  wilful  obflinacy. 

Ftrjl^  then,  This  do6lrine  is  plainly 
taught  and  repeatedly  aflerted  in  the  facred 
writings. 

The  teftimony  of  my  text  is  clear  and 
ftrong :    The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every 

place, They  not  only  "  run  to  and  fro 

"  throughout  the  earth,'*  as  it  is  elfewhere 
exprefled;  which  form  of  fpeech  might 
leave  room  to  fuppofe  that  God  beholds 
things  fucceflively,  looking  firfl  at  one  ob- 
jed,  and  after v^^ards  at  another;  but  they 
are  in  every  place  at  the  fame  time.  How 
awful  are  the  words  of  Elihu !  {Jo-b^  xxxiv. 
21.)  "  His  eyes  ,are  upon  the  ways  of  man, 
"  and  he  feeth  all  his  goings.  There  is  no 
"  darknefs,  nor  fhadow  of  death,  where 
"  the  workers  of  iniquity  may  hide  them- 
"  felves." 

Nor  is  his  attention  confined  to  "  the 

"  ways 
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**  ways  of  man,"  by  which  is  commonly 
meant  his  outward  behaviour;  he  looks  im- 
mediately into  his  heart,  and  fees  the  in- 
ward frame  and  tendency  of  his  foul :  for 
*'  all  things  are  naked  and  opened  to  the 
"  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do, 
"  even  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
"  heart."  "  Man  looketh  on  the  outward 
"  appearance,"  faid  Samuel ;  "  but  the  Lord 
**  looketh  on  the  heart."  He  needs  no  in- 
formation from  our  adlions ;  he  looketh  di- 
re6lly  on  the  heart,  out  of  which  are  the 
iffues  of  life.  Nay,  "  Hell  and  deflrudlion 
"  are  before  the  Lord,  how  much  more 
"  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men  ?" 
Prov,  XV.  1 1 . 

Neither  do  the  Scriptures  reprefent  him 
as  a  mere  fpedlator,  but  as  a  witnefs  and 
judge,  who  ponders  the  thought  and  adion 
with  all  their  circumftances,  and  makes  a 
juft  and  righteous  eftimation  of  them:  "  I 
"  know,  and  am  a  witnefs,  faith  the  Lord." 
— "  The  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and 
"  by  him  adions  are  weighed." — Nay,  he 
weighs  the  fpirits :  "  AH  the  ways  of  a 
*'  man  are  clean  in  his  own  eyeg,  but  the 

"  Lord 
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"  Lord  weigheth  the  fpirits;"  Prov.  xvi.  2. 
He  as  it  were  puts  them  into  a  bahince  fo 
exactly  poifed,  that  the  fmalleft  grain  will 
turn  the  fcale. 

Farther, — the  Scriptures  not  only  afcribe 
to  God  the  nioft  unlimited  and  unerring 
knowledge,  but  they  even  render  it  abfurd 
to  fuppofe  the  contrary  :  for  how  extenfive, 
how  fpiritual,  are  his  commandments !  they 
reach  to  every  part  of  our  condu(5l ;  and 
not  only  diredl  the  outward  life,  but  give 
law  to  the  mofl  retired  thought  and  inward 
afFedion.  Thus  we  are  told,  [Prov.  xxiv.  9.) 
that  "  the  thought  of  foolilhnefs  is  iin ;" 
and  the  tenth  commandment  forbids  to 
covet ;  hereby  giving  life  and  fpirit  to  all 
the  former  precepts  ;  and  teaching  us,  as 
our  Saviour  afterwards  explained  them  in  his 
fermon  upon  the  mount,  that  they  include 
the  inward  difpofition,  as  well  as  the  out- 
ward a(5lion;  and  not  only  prohibit  external 
violence,  injuflice,  faliehood,  and  fcnfua- 
lity;  but  heart-hatred,  caufelefs  or  excefTive 
anger,  envy,  refentment ;  in  fhort,  the  firft 
conception  of  lull  in  the  foul,  tx^  well  as 
the  birth  of  the  linful  deed.     And  can  any 

Vol.  I.  D  fuppofe 
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fuppofe  that  God,  whofe  wifdom  is  per- 
fedl,  would  give  laws  to  his  creatures,  with 
the  mod  awful  penalties  annexed  to  the 
tranfgreffion  of  them,  if,  after  all,  it  beho- 
ved him  to  be  ignorant,  in.  many  cafes, 
whether  th^fe  penalties  were  incurred  or 

not  ? — No,   furely. The  fpirituality  of 

the  law  is  a  full  proof  by  itfelf,  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lawgiver  mufl  extend  to 
our  thoughts,  no  lefs  than  to  our  words  ; 
and  that  the  darkeft  corners  of  the  heart  lie 
open  to  his  view,  as  much  as  the  moft  pub- 
lic a<5lions  of  the  life- 
Nay,  which  completes  this  part  of  the 
evidence,  we  find  God  actually  judging 
mens  hearts,  and  rewarding  or  punifliing 
them  according  to  their  fecret  difpofitions. 
Thus  it  is  written  of  Amazia,  (2  Cbron,  xv.  2.) 
that  "  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
"  fight  of  the  Lord,  but  he  did  it  not  with 
"  a  perfecft  heart." — David  is  applauded  fiar 
his  good  intention  to  build  a  houfe  for  the 
Lord,  though  he  was  not  permitted  to  exe- 
cute his  defign :  "  Thou  didll  well,*'  faid 

God,  "  in  that  it  was  in  thine  heart!" 

And  Abijah,  the  fon  of  Jeroboam,  obtain- 
ed 
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ed  an  honourable  exemption  from  that  vio- 
lent death,  and  want  of  burial,  to  which 
the  reft  of  that  wicked  family  were  doomed ; 
for  this  exprefs  reafon,  "  Becaufe  in  him 
"  there  was  found  fome  good  thing  toward 
"  the  Lord  God  of  Ifracl."    i  Kings  xiv.  i  3. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  you  fee  how 

clearly  and  explicitly  the  Scriptures  decide 
in  favour  of  this  dotlrinc,  that  the  eyes  of 
the  Lord  are  in  every  pluce^  heboLiitig  the  evil 
and  the  good.     Let  us  now  inquire,  in  the 

Second  place,  What  reafon  teacheth  us 
concerning  this  matter.  And  here  1  Ihall 
argue  from  fuch  principles  as  all  men  are 
agreed  in, — Atheifts  excepted,  and  thefe  are 

not  parties  to  the  caufe  in  iiTue. Surely 

none  of  us  will  hefitate  to  acknowledire. 
that  God  is  the  Creator,  the  Prefer ver,  the 
Governor,  and  the  Judge  of  the  'world. — 
Now,  if  in  each  of  thefe  effential  characters 
of  the  Deity,  we  fliall  find  a  feparate  proof 
of  God's  perfed;  knowledge ;  how  irrefift- 
ible  muft  the  evidence  be  when  they  are 
all  united,  and  with  what   powerful  con- 

vitftion  muft  it  come  into  our  hearts  ! 

D  2  Let 
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Let  us  then  confider  them  apart,  and  try^ 
how  far  they  can  lead  us  in  this  important 
inquiry. 

In  thtfirft  place,  I  apprehend,  that  fuch 
knowledge  as'  the  Scriptures  afcribe  to 
God,  will  be  found  infeparably  connedled 
•with  the  charadler  of  Creator.  Is  it  not 
i^afbnable  to  conclude,  that  he  who  made 
man,  and  endowed  him  with  the  faculty  of 
knowing,  pofleffeth  in  himfelf  a  very  per- 
fect knowledge  ?  nay,  mufh  we  not  con- 
clude, that  his  knowledge  is  as  far  fuperior 
to  ours,  as  his  nature  is  exalted  above  ours  ? 
• — Here,  then,  Reafon  leads  us,  by  two  very 
eafy  fteps,  to  attribute  to  God  an  infinite 
knowledge,  at  lead  a  knowledge  that  we 
can  no  more  limit  than  we  can  do  the  Divine 
Nature  itfelf. 

The  infpired  author  of  the  94th  pfalm 
addrefled  this  argument  to  the  infidels  in 
his  day,  who  fcoflingly  faid,  "  The  Lord. 
"  fliall  not  fee,  neither  Ihall  the  God  of 
"  Jacob  regard  it. — Underfland,  ye  brutifli 
"  among  the  people :  and  ye  fools,  when 
"  will  ye  be  wife?  He  that  planted  the  ear, 
"  fhaU  he  not  hear  ?    he  that  formed  the 

"  eye^ 
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^  eye,  fhall  he  not  fee  ?    he  that  teacheth 
"  man  Icnowledge,    fhall   not  he  know  ?" 

To   the    fame  purpofe   Ifaiah  fpeaks, 

{Jfa'iah^  xxix.  15,  16.)  "  Wo  unto  them 
"  that  feek  deep  to  hide  their  counfel  from 
"  the  Lord,  and  their  works  are  in  the 
"  dark ;  and  they  fay.  Who  feeth  us,  and 
*'  who  knoweth  us  ?  Surely  your  turning 
of  things  upfide  down  fliall  be  efteemed 
as  the  potters  clay :  for  fhall  the  work  fay 
of  him  that  made  it.  He  made  me  not? 
or  fliallthe  thing  framed  fay  of  him  that 
"**  framed  it.  He  had  no  underflanding  ?'* 
— In  both  thefe  pafFages  the  omnifcience  of 
God  is  rationally  deduced  from  thefe  obvi- 
ous dicflates  of  natural  religion  ; — that  we 
are  the  creatures  of  God, — and  that  we  de- 
rive from  him  all  the  faculties  we  pofTefs : 
— And  the  conclufion  appears  fo  juil  and 
necefTary,  that  no  objecflion  occurs  to  me 
by  which  the  force  of  it  can  be  evaded. 
But  this  argument  acquires  an  additional 
flrength  v/hen  we  confider,  in  the 

id  place,  That  he  is  not  only  our  Crea- 
tor, but  like  wife  our  Preferver ;  for  "  in 
him   we   live  and    move."      The  fame 

D  3  power 

2 


54  SERMON      11. 

power  that  brought  us  into  being,  is  con- 
tinually exercifed  in  fupporting  our  being ; 
nor  can  we  live  independent  pf  God  for 
one  moment.     Try  your  ftrength  in  the 

eafiefl  matters  ; try  if  you  can  "  make 

"  one  hair  white  or  black;'*  and  when 
you  have  found  yourfelves  unable  for  that 
•which  is  lead,  let  this  convince  you,  that 
you  are  far  lefs  able  to  do  fo  great  a  thing 
as  to  fupport  and  prolong  life  itfelf. 

Is  the  ability  to  move  at  all,  then,  con- 
ftancly  derived  from  God ;  and  can  any 
man  dream,  that  God  hath  given  him  power 
to  rem'ove  to  fuch»a  diftance,  that  his  own 

eye  cannot  reach  him  ? Doth  he  enable 

us  to  think,  and  fliall  we  exclude  him 
from  the  knowledge  of  thefe  thoughts, 
wdiich  \Ye  have  no  power  to  form,  buc 
what  we  receive  from  him  ?  The  abfur- 
dity  is  fo  glaring,  that  Reafon  muft  at  once 
rejefl  it  with  difdaiq.. 

3  J/)',  Unlefs  ihe  eyes  of  the  Lord  were  in 
every  place ^  how  could  he  execute  what  be- 
longs to  the  Governor  of  the  world  ?  Can 
he  order  things  aright  which  he  doth  not 
fee  ^  Or  mud  his  work  lie  unfinifhed  in  one 

yart 
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part  of  his  dominions,  till  he  hath  gone  to 
perfedl  it  in  another  ?  Or  ihall  he  carry  it 
on  by  delegates,  as  weak  and  finite  creatnres 
are  obliged  to  do  ?  It  were  blafphemy  to 
think  fo.  With  infinite  eafe  doth  he  govern 
the  world  he  hath  made  :  and  as  he  created 
all  things  in  number,  weight,  and  meafure, 
fo  he  difpofeth  all  things  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  mod  perfecft  wifdom,  juflice, 
and  goodnefs.  And  whatever  obje(5lions 
may  arife  from  a  partial  view  of  his  admini- 
ftration,  fo  that  in  fome  cales  we  may  be 
tempted  to  fay  in  our  hearts,  "  How  doth 
**  God  know,  and  is  there  knowledge  in  the 
"  Mod  High  ?*'  yet  Reafon  teacheth  us  in 
general,  that  the  Lord  reigneth,  who  is 
wife  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength  ;  and 
that  when  clouds  and  darknefs  are  round 
about  him,  righteoufnefs  and  judgment  are 
the  habitation  of  his  throne.  But  this  could 
not  be  without  the  moll  certain  and  unli- 
mited knowledge  of  all  his  creatures,  at  all 
times,  and  in  every  place  and  condition. 
How  fliould  he  condu(5l  this  great  family, 
which  conftantly  hangs  upon  him,  without 
the  moft  intimate  acquaintance  with  every 
D  4  indj- 
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individual  ?  And  how  flrong  muft  our 
convidlion  of  this  truth  be,  when  we  con- 
fider,  that  his  providence  extends  to  the 
minuted  things  ?  that  -'  the  very  hairs  of 
"  our  heads  are  numbered  ;"  that  *'  a  fpar- 
*'  row  doth  not  fall  to  the  ground  without 
"  him  ;"  and  that  "  when  the  lot  is  caft  in- 
*'  to  the  lap,  the  whole  difpofing  thereof  is 
"of  the  Lord." 

But  the  4/^  and  mod  (Iriklng  argument 
for  the  truth  of  th^.s  dodlrine  arifes  from 
this  principle^  which  fober  Reafon  hath  al- 
ways admitted,  'uiz.  That  God  is  the  Judge 
of  the]  world :  for  as  he  is  to  decide  the 
final  ftate  of  men,  and  diftribute  rewards 
and  punifhments  according  to  the  ftricfteffc 
equity,  fo  that  every  mouth  fhall  be  flop- 
ped, and  none  (hall  be  able  to  charge  him 
with  rigour  or  undue  feverity ;  the  trial 
muft  be  fair  and  open,  and  the  proof  ab- 
folutely  clear,  upon  which  a  fentence,  fo 
effentially  conneded  with  the  honour  of 
the  Judge,  is  to  be  founded.  But  how 
fhall  this  proof  be  obtained  ?  fliall  men  be 
adduced  as  witnefTes  againfl  each  other  ? — 
This  fcheme  is  encumbered  with  two  ob- 

jedions; 
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jedions ;    neither  of  which,  I  think,  can 

be  eafily  removed. If  all  are  guilty, 

would  there  not  be  ground  to  fufpe<5l,  that 
every  one's  private  interefl  might  bring 
them  to  a  general  combination  and  agree- 
ment to  conceal  each  other's  faults? — Or, 
if  fome  are  innocent,  which  for  once  we 
iliall  fuppofe,  yet  even  thefe  may,  or  rather 
muft,  be  ignorant  of  many  things  :  they 
can  atteft  no  more  than  they  have  feen; 
and  their  tefiimony,  at  the  utmoft,  can 
only  relate  to  outward  actions  ;  the  tem- 
per with  which  they  are  done,  and  the 
principles  from  whence  they  flow,  are  be- 
yond their  knowledge:  fo  that  no  judge^ 
ment  can   pafs   upon  the  heart  in  confe- 

quence  of  any  human  evidence. Where 

then  fhall  we  go  next  ?  Perhaps  you  will 
fay,  that  every  man's  own  confcience  fhall 
witnefs  againft  him  in  that  day.  But  what 
fliould  oblige  confcience  to  do  this?  will 
mere  authority  compel  a  man  to  become 
his  own  accufer,  when  he  knows  that  no 
other  evidence  can  be  brought  againft 
him  ?  This,  I  think,  is  harder  to  be  be- 
lieved than  any  thing.     In  fhort,  I  fee  no 

ViSiJ 
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way  by  which  we  can  extricate  onrfelves 
from  thefe  prefTing  difficulties,  but  by 
afcribing  to  God  that  perfect  and  univer- 
fal  knowledge,  which  my  text,  and  fundry 
other  fcriptures,  attribute  to  him.  Reafon 
muft  have  recourfe  to  this  at  laft,  or  deny 
that  God  fhall  judge  the  world.  It  is  his 
omnifcience  that  fupplies  the  room  of  fo- 
reign witnefTes,  or  makes  their  teitimony 
valid :  it  is  his  omnifcience  that  overawes 
confcience,  and  conftrains  it  to  be  faith- 
ful :  he  alone  can  tell  a  man  what  is  in 
his  heart,  fo  that  he  dare  not  refufe  the 
charge:  and  it  is  this  infallible  teftimony 
of  the  Judge  himfelf,  who  fcans  all  acflions, 
who  weighs  all  thoughts,  whofe  right  hand 
doth  ever  hold  us,  and  whofe  eye  is  con- 
flantly  upon  us,  that  will  (top  every  mouth 
in  the  great  day  of  decifion,  and  convince 
the  whole  world,  that  his  judgment  is  true 
and  righteous. 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  eftablifh 
your  faith  of  this  important  truth,  that  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place^  beholding 

the  evil  and  the  good, 1  have  argued  the 

caufe  at   the   bar  of  Reafon;    and   have 

Ihowed 
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fliowed  you  the  intimate  connedlion  of 
this  dodiine  with  the  mod  acknowledged 
didates  of  natural  religion,  to  wit,  That 
God  is  the  Creator,  the  Preferver,  the  Go- 
vernor, and  the  Judge  of  the  world. It 

is  polTible  that  fome  may  afk.  Why  be- 
ftow  fo  much  time  and  labour  in  proving 
a  point  which  nobody  is  difpofed  to  de- 
ny?  Let  this  be  my  apology: 1  can- 
not   recolledl   the   time    when   I    ferioufly 
queftioned  the  truth  of  this  dodlrine ;  but 
1  can  well  remember  a  time,  when  it  had 
no   more    influence   upon   my   own   foul, 
than  if  I  had  been  fure  it  was  falfe:  And 
if  your  belief  be  of  the  fame  kind,   as  I 
fear  with  too  many  it  is,  be  affured  you 
have  heard  no    more  than   was  needful ; 
nay,  if  an  infinitely  greater  Teacher  do  not 
preach  the  fubje6l  over  again  to  your  hearts 
with  power,  your  prefent  belief  fliall  only 
heighten  your  guilt ;  and  the  fewer  your 
doubts  are,  the  greater  fhall  your  condem- 
nation be.     If  your  hearts  do  not  feel  the 
conftant  prefence  of  God,  your  verbal  ac- 
knowledgments and  fpeculative  belief  of  it, 
{liall  only  render  your  cafe  fomething  worfe 

than 


6(5  S  E  R  M  O  N      ir. 

than  the  infidels.  Satan  can  fpare  this  tri- 
bute to  God:  fo  long  as  your  faith  dwells  in 
the  brain,  or  in  the  tongue,  he  doth  not 
grudge  you  the  pofTeflion  of  it;  and  if  what 
you  have  been  hearing  fink  no  deeper,  I 
1  fhall  readily  admit,  that  you  have  heard 
too  much.  In  that  cafe,  I  have  no  doubt  loft 
my  labour,  whether  it  hath  been  acceptable 
to  you  or  not.  But  I  fhall  not  clofe  the  fub- 
jedl  till  I  have  pointed  out  the  pradical  ufe 
we  ought  to  make  of  it. 

And,  ly?,  Let  us  take  occafion  from  this 
dodrine  to  admire,  with  huipble  grati- 
tude, the  long-fufFering  patience  and  ten- 
der compaflions  of  our  God.  Is  he  the 
immediate  witnefs  of  all  our  fins  ?  doth 
he  fee  the  rebellious  thought  rifing  in  our 
minds,  and  doth  he  flill  look  on,  and 
fpare,  till  it  be  fully  formed  and  executed  ? 
How  incomprehenfible  then  muft  his  pa- 
tience be!  We  find  it  no  eafy  matter  to 
forgive  our  fellow-men,  even  when  they 
are  penitent;  with  what  difficulty  do  we 
fupprefs  our  refentment,  though  the  injury 
hath  been  committed  at  a  great  diftance  of 
time,    and  our  offending  brother  himfelf 

w.a§ 
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•was  perhaps  the  firfl  who  informed  us  of  it, 
by  a  free  and  forrowful  confeilion  ?  What 
then  can  we  think  of  the  divine  mercy  and 
forbearance  ?  It  were  much  in  God  to  for- 
give the  tranfgreflions  of  fuch  creatures  as 
we  are,  though  he  had  not  feen  them  done, 
and   knew    nothing    about   them,    till   he 
heard  them  from  ourfelves,  in  penitent  con- 
fefllons,  and  petitions  for  pardon :  but  tO' 
bear  with  us  till  luft  had  conceived  and 
brought  forth;  to  fee  the  whole progrefs  of 
the  mind,  its  plots  and  contrivances,  till 
the  wicked  deed  be  done;   to  behold  the 
heart  full  of  enmity,  without  one  relenting 
thought ;  to  fpare  a  creature  thus  determi- 
ned to  affront  him,  when  by  one  word  he 
could  difarm  it  of  all  its  power,  and  render 
it  completely  miferable !   it  is  this  which 
fets  the  patience  of  God  above  all  human, 
above  all  created  imderftanding.     O!  my 
brethren,  think  of  this. — Should  an  earthly- 
prince  behold  one  of  his  fubje(5ls,  who  lived 
within  his   palace,  and  was  fupported  by 
his  bounty,  treafonably  confpiring  againlt 
him    with   his    mod    inveterate   enemies ; 
iiiould   he,  inftead  of  treating  him  with 

the 
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the  feverity  he  deferved,  condefcend  to 
cxpoflulate  with  him  ;  and,  in  the  mod 
affectionate  manner,  intreat  him  to  con- 
fult  his  own  fafety  by  returning  to  his 
duty,  and  not  to  wreft  a  punifliment 
from  him  which  he  was  unwillling  to  in- 
fli<5l;  what  do  you  think  would  be  the 
ftate  of  the  traitor's  mind  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  as  thefe  ?  how  would  it  confound 
him  to  know,  that  his  much  injured  fove- 
reign  had  all  along  been  privy  to  his 
bafenefs,  but,  like  the  mod  tender  father, 
inftead  of  punifhing,  had  only  pitied  his 

folly  ? We   may   partly  conceive   this, 

but  are  unable  to  exprefs  it. The  mofl: 

artful  defcription  could  give  but  a  faint  re- 
prefentation  of  the  various  feelings  of  an 
ingenious  heart,  upon  fuch  an  affecting  oc- 
cafion.  And  fhall  not  the  tender  mercy  of 
our  God  have  the  fame  influence  upon  us? 
He  neither  wants  power  to  inflid,  nor  pro- 
vocation to  juftify,  the  feverefl  punifliment 

our  natures  are  capable  of  enduring. 

What  fliall  we  fay  then? — He  is  God,  and 
ot  man;  and  therefore  it  is    that  we  are 

iiot  coafumed. O  let  his  patience,  to 

2  which 
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•which  we  are  fo  infinitely  indebted,  work 
upon  our  ingenuity,  that  we  may  not  un- 
worthily burden  it  any  more!  and  parti- 
cularly let  us  watch  over  our  hearts  at  this 
time,  when  the  iubje<5l  we  are  upon  necef- 
farily  obliges  us  to  fet  the  Lord  more  im- 
mediately before  us,  as  the  witnefs  and 
judge  of  our  prefent  temper  and  condud ; 
for  furely  his  eyes  are  in  this  'place^  beholding 
the  e'vil  and  the  good. 

idly^  This  docflrine  hath  an  obvious 
tendency  to  cherifli  fimplicity  and  godly 
fincerity,  and  to  banilh  all  diflimulation 
and  artifice  from  our  hearts.  He  who 
realizeth  the  divine  prefence,  will  not  dare 
to  be  an  hypocrite ;  for  he  knows  that  his 
triumphing  can  be  but  lliort,  and  his  joy 
only  for  a  moment.  Man  he  may  deceive, 
who  fees  no  farther  than  the  outfide  \  but 
he  cannot  deceive  God,  whofe  eyes  are  in 
every  place ;  who  "  fearcheth  the  heai'ts,  and 
"  trieth  the  reins  of  the  children  of  men." 
And  to  what  purpofe  Ihould  he  labour  for 
the  applaufe  of  poor  dying  creatures,  if  he 
expofe  himfclf  to  the  contempt  and  abhor- 
rence of  that  infinite  Being,  upon  whom 

he 
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he  necefTarily  depends  for  life  and  breathy 
and  all  things  ?  efpecially  when  he  cohii- 
ders,  that  the  mafk  he  now  wears  fliall  ere 
long  be  pulled  off,  and  his  real  charadler 
expofed  to  the  view  of  an  afTembled  world, 
in  that  day  *'  when  the  hidden  works  of 
''  darknefs  fliall  be  brought  to  light,  and 
"  every  one  receive  according  to  what  he 
"  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad  ?'* 
This  motive  to  fincerity  is  plain,  and  ob- 
vious to  the  weakeft  underftanding.  For- 
mality, or  mere  outward  religioufnefs,  mufl 
appear  a  vain  unprofitable  thing  to  the 
man  who  believes  the  dodlrine  of  my  text : 
for  what  can  it  avail  him  to  be  well  thought 
of  by  a  few  during  the  fliort  time  of  his 
abode  on  this  earth,  if  at  laft  he  fliall  be- 
come the  obje^ft  of  everlafl:ing  contempt ; 
not  to  thofe  few  only,  but  to  all  that  ever 
did  or  fliall  exifl:,  till  '*  the  mighty  angel, 
"  fetting  his  right  foot  upon  the  fea,  and  his 
"  left  foot  on  the  earth,  fliall  lift  up  his 
"  hand  to  heaven,  and  fwear  by  him  that 
"  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  That  time  fliall 
"  be  no  more.'* 

3^'/;',   This    do<5lnne   affords   abundant 

matter 
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matter  of  comfort  and  joy  to  tlie  truly- 
godly.  Omnifcience  is  the  attribute  of 
their  fiuher  and  their  friend  ;  his  eyes  are 
continually  upon  them  for  good  ;  he  knows 
every  thing  that  befals  them,  and  is  per- 
fedly  acquainted  both  with  their  wants, 
and  with  thofe  fupplies  which  aie  proper 
and  neceflary  for  them.  This  qualifies  hlni 
to  be  the  objedl  of  their  trull  and  confi- 
dence ;  upon  him  they  may  quietly  and 
cheerfully  rely,  who  is  never  far  from  any 
one  of  them,  and  "  whofe  eyes  run  to  and 
"  fro  throughout  the  whole  earth,  to  fhow 
"  himfelf  (Irong  in  behalf  of  thofe  whofe 
"  hearts  are  perfecfl  towards  him." 

But  the  omnifcience  of  God  is  ftill  more 
comfortable  upon  other  accounts.  "What 
a  flay  and  fupport  did  it  prove  to  Peter, 
when  our  Lord  faid  unto  him  the  third 
time  [jobn  xxi.  17.),  "  Simeon,  fon  of 
"  Jonas,  lovcll  thou  me  ?"  Yes,  Lord, 
faid  he,  I  love  tliee. — I  confefs  iiulced  tlie 
bafenefs  and  treachery  of  my  late  condu(ft ; 
yet  ftill  I  do,  and  muft  proteil,  that  1  love 

thee. It  is  true  that  1  forlook  thee,  and 

impioufly  denied  thee  ;   and  wert  thou  not 

Vol.  L  IL  the 


66  SERMON       IL 

the  all-wife  God,  as  well  as  my  compaf- 
iionate  Saviour,  this  reiterated  queilioa 
would  flrike  me  dumb,  and  drive  me  from 
thy  prefence ;  for  how  could  I  pretend  to 
love  thee,  or  hope  to  be  credited,  after  fuch 
bafenefs  and  perfidy  ?  But  this  is  my  refuge ;. 

— "  Thou,  Lord,  knov^^efl  all  things." 

Thou  canfl  look  into  my  heart,  and  fee 
thyfelf  enthroned  there;  and  therefore,  not- 
withftanding  the  juil  caufe  1  have  given  to 
all  the  world  belides,  to  fufpecl  the  fince- 
rity  of  my  prefent  profeflion,  yet  I  humbly 
dare  appeal  to  thy  unlimited  knowledge :. 
"  Thou,  Lord,  who  knoweft  all  things, 
''  knoweft  that  I  love  thee."  This  is  ftill 
the  fupport  of  upright  fouls.  As  per- 
fedlion  is  not  the  attainment  of  our  prefent 
flate,  the  deareft  of  God's  children  are  too 
often  carried  away  by  the  force  of  tempta- 
tion ;  infomuch  that,  had  they  to  do  with 
a.  man  like  themfelves,  they  might  defpair 
of  being  able  to  convince  him  that  they 
loved  him.  But  the  fiucere  penitent,  cou- 
fcious  of  that  afFeclion  v/hich  glows  within 
his  bread,  can  with  tears  make  his  appeal 
to  God  himfelf,  and  hope  to  be  believed ; 

be- 
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becaufe  he  to  whom  he  appeals,  needs  no 
other  proof  or  evidence  to  convince  him, 
than  his  own  immediate  and  unerring  know- 
ledge. 

Once  more,  what  hope  and  joy  muft 
fpring  up  in  the  foul  in  its  fecret  addreffes 
to  God,  when  it  remembers  that  his  eyey 
are  in  every  place  ! — He  to  whom  we  pray, 
underftandeth  our  very  thoughts  afar  off. 
"  Lord,"  faid  the  Pfalmift,  "  all  my  defire 
*'  is  before  thee,  and  my  groaning  is  not 
"  hid  from  thee.*' — A  groan,  a  %h,  can- 
not efcape  his  notice :  nay  "  he  puts  our 
"  tears  into  a  bottle,  and  a  book  of  remem- 
"  brance  is  written  before  him,  for  them 
"  that  think  upon  his  name." 

Though  words  be  a  tribute  due  to  God, 
yet  he  doth  not  need  the  information  of 
language:  "  for  when  we  know  not  what 
*'  we  fhould  pray  for  as  we  ought,  the 
*'  Spirit  itfelf  helpeth  our  infirmities,  ma- 
"  king  interceffion  for  us  with  groanings 
*'  which  cannot  be  uttered.  And  he  that 
"  fearcheth  the  hearts,  knoweth  what  is 
"  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  becaufe  he  ma- 
"  keth  interceihon  for  the  faints  according 
E  2  "to 
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*'  to  the  will  of  God."  Rem.  viii.  26,  27, 
When  the  hiimble  fupplicant,  like  a  dif- 
eafed  Lazarus,  can  do  little  more  than  lay 
hiiTifelf  down  at  the  door  of  mercy,  unable 
to  pronounce  one  articulate  .word  ;  when, 
like  the  publican  in  the  parable,  he  can 
only  fmite  upon  his  bread,  to  point  at  the 
place  where  the  diftemper  lies ;  the  Holy 
Spirit  puts  language  into  thefe  a6lions, 
which  God  perfedly  underflands,  and  gra- 
eioufly  accepts;  becaufe  his  eyes  are  in  every 
place ^  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good, 

\thly^  This  dodlrine  is  no  lefs  awful  to 
the  wicked  than  it '  is  comfortable  to  the 
fincere  and  good.  Where-ever  they  are, 
whatever  they  do,  God  fees  and  obferves 
them.  Men  are  frequently  induced  to 
commit  fin  by  the  hope  of  concealment: 
"  The  eve  of  the  adulterer  waiteth  for  the 
"  twilight ;  faying,  No  eye  fhall  fee  me  ; 
"  and  difguifeth  his  face."  But  this  text 
difcovers  the  folly  of  fuch  hopes  :  the  Judge 
himfelf  beholds  and  knows  them  ;  for 
*'  there  is  no  darknefs  nor  fliadow  of  death 
"  w4iere  the  workers  of  iniquicy  can  hide 
"  themfeives  from  him."     O  finners,  think 

of 
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of  this :    None  of  your  ways  are  hid  froin 
the  Lord :    He  not  only  knows  what  you 
do,  but  he  alfo  knows  what  oppofition  and 
reftraint  you  overcome  in  doing  it.     You 
may  feign  excufes  to  your  neighbours,  you 
may  plead  the  violence  of  temptation,  the 
want  of  recoUedlion,  or  the  Rrength  of  paf- 
fion ;    and  by   thefe  alleviations  extenuate 
your  guilt,    and  put  fome  fort  of  colour 
upon  your  conducfi::  but  God  fcca  through 
all  thefe  thin  difguifes;  he  hath  heard  every 
w^hifpering  of  confcience  within  thee  ;  and 
the  complaints  of  tiiis  opprcOed  fubdued 
deputy  are  all  recorded  againft  thee. — Bre- 
thren, this  is  a  moft  alarming  confidera- 
tion  :  may  God  imprefs  it  upon  our  hearts, 
and  give  it  that  power  and  influence  which 
it  ought  to  have  !  This  would  humble  us 
to  purpofe,  and  make  us  to  loath  ourfelves 
in  our  own  iight,  becaufe  of  our  abomina- 
tions. 

Surely  the  heart  of  man  is  with  good 
reafon  faid  to  be  "  deceitful  above  all 
*'  things,  and  delperately  wicked."  We 
are  hallening  to  the  tribunal  of  that  Judge, 
ivhofc  eye  hath  been  condantly  upon  us, 
E  3  and 
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and  from  whofe  fentence  there  lies  no  ap- 
peal. No  craft  or  policy  can  evade  his 
juflice,  neither  can  any  power  deliver  out 
of  his  hands  :  yet  we  live  as  if  we  had  no 
witnefs,  no  judge,  nor  any  caufe  of  im- 
portance to  be  tried. God  hath  afTured 

us  in  his  word,  that  "  death  is  the  wages 
"of fin j"  Reafon  condemns  it;  Confcience 
either  remonftrates  againft  it,  or  rebukes 

us  for  it : yet,  in  defiance  of  all  thefe, 

■we  hug  it  in  our  bofom,  and  refufe  to  let  it 

go- 

This  is  fuch  perverfe,  fuch  unaccount- 
able folly,  that  were  not  the  whole  earth  a 
bedlam,  in  which  all  have  a  tindlure  of  the 
fame  difeafe,  it  would  be  regarded  with 
equal  furprife  and  horror.  One  of  the  moft 
probable  means  for  reftoring  men  to  their 
right  fenfes,  is  the  ferious  belief  of  this  im- 
portant do6lrine,  that  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are 
in  en) ery  place ^  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good, 
"Which  leads  me  to  obferve,  in  the 

i^th  and  Iqft  place.  That  an  habitual  im- 
preflion  of  the  divine  prefence  would  prove 
at  once  an  efFedlual  reftraint  from  all  man- 
ner 
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ner  of  fin,  and  the  mod  powerful  incitement 
to  every  part  of  our  duty. 

This  would  deter  us  even  from  the  mod 
fecret  fins,  and  influence  us  as  much  in  our 
clofeft  retirement,   as  when  we  adl  in  the 
public   view  of  the  world.      Had  we  no 
•other  fpeciators  than  men,  it  might  be  fuf- 
iicient  to   maintain  a  fair  autfide,  becaufe 
that  only  falls  under  their  obfervation  :  but 
there  is  no  covering  fo  thick  as  to  hide  us 
from  God  ;  the  moft  fecret  deviation  of  the 
heart  is  fubjecl  to  his  cognifance,  as  muck 
as  the  moft  open  tranfgrellion  of  the  life ; 
and  fins  committed  in  the  deepcft  fliades  of 
darknefs,  are  as  perfedly  known  to  him, 
as   thofe  committed  in  the  cleareft  noon- 
day.  None  of  the  fprings  from  whence  they 
proceed  can  efcape  his  notice,  nor  the  tem- 
per of  mind  with  which  they  are  done ; 
which  give  the  truefl  light  into  their  nature, 
iind  determine  the  precife  degree  of  their 
malignity.     What  reafon,  then,  have  we  to 
keep  our  hearts,  as  well  as  our  lives,  with 
all  diligence,  and  to  dread  a  fin  in  privacy, 
no  lefs  than  when  we  know  that  many  eyes 
>ire  upon  us  ? 

E  4  Witli 
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With  refpedl  again  to  the  pra£lice  of  our 
duty,  the  influence  of  a  reaUzing  faith  of 
the  divine  omnifcience  is  fo  apparent,  that 
it  needs  no  iihiftration.  "  I  have  kept  thy 
"  (latutes  and  thy  tellimonies,"  faid  David; 
*'  for  all  my  ways  are  before  thee."  Were 
God  habitually  prefent  to  our  minds,  we 
fhould  think  nothing  too  much  to  be  done, 
or  too  hard  to  be  endured,  in  his  fervice. 
A  holy  ambition  to  approve  ourfelves  to 
him,  by  whofe  final  fentence  we  muft  ftand 
or  fall,  would  render  us  fuperior  to  every 
trial,  and  carry  us  forward  in  the  way  of 
his  commandments  with  increafing  vigour 
and  alacrity :  we  fhould  never  "  think  that 
*'  we  had  already  attained,  either  were  al- 
*'  ready  perfedl ;  but  forgetting  the  things 
"  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth 
"  to  thofe  things  which  are  before,  we 
"  fhould  prefs  towards  the  mark  for  the 
"  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrifl 
''  Jefus." 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  let  us  earneftly 
pray  God,  that  he  by  his  grace  may 
{Irengthcn  our  faith  of  this  important  truth, 
that  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place  ^  he» 

holding 
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holding  the  evil  and  the  good :  and  enable  us 
fo  to  fet  him  before  us  during  all  the  days 
of  our  pilgrimage  on  earth,  that  hereafter 
we  may  be  admitted  into  his  immediate 
prefence ;  where,  in  the  happy  fociety  'of 
angels  and  faints,  we  fhall  enjoy  the  un- 
clouded light  of  his  countenance  without 
interruption  and  without  end.     Ajnen^ 


SE  R- 
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Psalm  xlx.  13. 

Keep  hack  thy  fervant  alfo  from  prefumptuous 
fins, 

MEMORABLE  is  that  faying  of  t^ie 
Apoftle  Paul,  "  I  had  not  known  fin 
'*  but  by  the  law."  We  can  never  judge 
aright  of  our  temper  and  pradlice,  till  we 
prove  them  by  this  unerring  rule.  Many 
objedls  appear  to  have  a  ftrong  refemblance 
while  we  view  them  apart,  and  at  a  diftance 
from  each  other  ;  which,  in  almofl:  every 
feature,  are  found  to  difagree  when  they 
are  brought  together  and  examined  with 
accuracy.  Thus  there  is  a  feeming  confor- 
mity to  the  divine  law,  an  image  of  fancfli- 
ty,  which  very  often  pafFeth  for  real  holi- 
nefs,  and  leads  men  "  to  think  of  them- 
'*  felves  more  highly  than  they  ought  to 

^*  think.*^ Paul  "  was  alive  without  the 

"Jaw 
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"  law  once ;  but  when  the  commandment 
"  came,    fm  revived,    and  he  died."      So 
long  as  he  knew  only*  the  letter  of  the  law, 
and  was  a  (Iranger  to  its  fpiritual  meaning 
and  juft  extent,  he  imagined  that  his  pray- 
ers, his  failings,   and  his  alms,  accompa- 
nied with  fome  pieces  of  bodily  exercife, 
and  an  abftinence  from  the  grofTer  adls  of 
fin,  were  fufficient  to  recommend  him  to 
the  friendftiip  of  God,  and  would  certainly 
intitle  him  to  the  joys  of  immortality :  but 
"  when   the  commandment  came"    in  its 
native  purity,  and  entered  into  his   heart 
with  light  and  power,  he  foon  difcovered 
his   miftake,  and  was  convinced,  that  his 
feeming  virtues   were  no  more  in  reality 
than  "  dead  works  ;"  his  pharifaical  righte- 
oufnefs  a  mere  painted  outfide,  the  delufive 
pidure  or  "  form  of  godlinefs." 

In  like  manner,  the  author  of  this  pfalm, 
after  a  devout  contemplation  of  the  divine 
law  (which  he  had  magnified  in  the  fore- 
going verfes,  by  a  juft  and  animated  detail 
of  its  amiable  properties  and  falutary  ef- 
fecfls),  turning  his  eyes  inward,  is  ftruck 
wit;h  a  fenfe  of  his  own  guilt  and  pollution : 

"  Who," 
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"  Who,"  faith  he,  "  can  under ftand  his  er- 
rors ?" Many  indeed,  too  many,  alas ! 

I  can  foon  recollei5l ; .  for  every  period  of 
my  Ufe  hath  been  ftained  with  fin  :  but  be- 
fides  all  thefe,  I  now  perceive,  that  in  num- 
berlefs  inilances,  unobferved  or  forgotten,  I 
niufl  have  deviated  from  fo  perfecft  a  rule. 
— Upon  this  he  fupplicates  the  mercy  of 
God,  and  implores  the  forgivenefs  of  thofe 
"  errors"  or  infirmities,   which  had  either 
efcaped  his   notice,  or  dropped  out  of  his 
remembrance  :  "  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fe- 
"  cret  faults  :"  "  fecret,"  not  only  with  re- 
fpecl  to  others,  but  to  myfelf  alfo;   hid  from 
mine  own  eyes,  as  well  as  from  the  eyes  of 
my  fellow- men.     And  under  this  awful  im- 
preflion  of  the  polluting  nature  even  of  his 
unobferved  and   "  fecret  faults,"  he  views 
with  horror  the  more  aggravated  guilt  of 
known  and  wilful  fins ;  and  prays  with  re- 
doubled earneftnefs,  in  the  words  of  my 
text,  that  it  might  pleafe  God  to  reftrain  or 
keep  him  back  from  thefe : — ICeef  back  tJjy 
fewant  alfo  from  ■prefiimptiious  fins . 

What  thefe  fins  are, — and  how  much  it 
concerneth  us  all  to  avoid  them,— 1  fhall  en- 
deavour 
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deavour  to  fliow  in  the  fequel  of  thb  dif- 
couife: — And  as  my  text  is  a  prayer,  I 
Ihall  conclude  with  Ibme  diredions  for  the 
help  of  thofe  who  are  willing  to  make  it 
their  own  prayer,  and  willi  to  offer  it  up 
with  acceptance  and  fuccefs. 

By  prefumptuous  fins  we  are  to  underlfand 
fomething  different  from  thofe  unavoidable 
failings,  on  account  of  which  it  is  faid, 
that  ''  there  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth, 
"  who  doeth  good,  and  fmneth  not."  Per- 
feclion  in  holinels  is  not  the  attainment  of 
our  prefent  ftate :  the  befl  offend  in  many 
things ;  and  "  if  we  fay  we  have  no  fin,  we 
"  deceive  ourfelves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in 


"  us; 


There  are  fome  fins  done  through  igno- 
rance ;  and  this  circumflance,  how  great 
foever  the  offence  may  be  in  its  own  nature, 
doth  certainly  render  the  cafe  of  the  offend- 
er more  pitiable.  We  find  "  the  Apoflle 
"  and  High-priefl  of  our  profeffion,  Chriil 
"  Jefus,"  pleading  this  argument  for  mercy 
to  his  murderers :  "  Father,  forgive  them ; 
"  for  they  know  not  what  they  do."     St 

''  Paul 
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"  Faul  obtained  mercy,  who  was  before  a 
**  blafphemer,  a  perfecutor,  and  injurious, 
"  becaufe  he  did  it  ignorantly."     And  the 
Judge  himfelf  hath  aflured  us,   [Luke  xii. 
48.),  that  *'  the  fervant  who  knew  not  his 
*'  lord's  will,  and  did  commit  things  worthy 
*'  of  flripes,  fliall  be  beaten  with  few  ftripes." 
There  are  other  fins,  into  which  men  are 
hurried  by  fudden  and  violent  temptation, 
which  the  Apoflle,  writing  to  the  Galatians, 
calls  "  being  overtaken  in  a  fault,"  Galat. 
vi.  I .  outwitted,  as  it  were,  and  taken  by  fur- 
prife.    In  this  cafe,  he  exhorts  the  brethren 
*'  to  reftore  fuch  an  one  in  the  fpirit  of 
*'  meeknefs :"  and  the  argument  he  ufeth  is 
very  remarkable ;  "  conlidering  thyfelf,  left 
"  thou  alfo  be  tempted."     It  farther  defer ves 
our  notice,  that  the  perfons  to  whom  the 
exhortation  is  addrefled,  are  fuppofed  to  be 
*'  fpiritual ;"  yet  even  to  thefc  he  recom- 
mends compafTion  and  tendernefs,  becaufe 
the  violence  of  the  temptation  might  in  like 
circumftances   have  overcome  themfelves. 
— "  Men  do  not  defpife  a  thief,"    faid 
the  wife  king  of  Ifrael,  "  if  he  fteal  to  fatif- 
"  fy  his  foul  when  he  is  hungry."     In  ef- 

timating 
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timating  the  dlfFerenc  degrees  of  guilt,  re- 
gard muft  always  be  had  to  the  nature  of 
the  temptation :  for  according  to  the  (Irength 
of  that,  the  pride  or  perverfenefs  of  the  fin- 
ner  is  proportionally  diminiihed  ;  efpecially 
if  it  appear  that  he  did  not  go  forth  to  meet 
the  temptation,  but  was  really  overtaken  by 
it,  in  the  proper  fenfe  of  that  word,  and 
hurried  along  with  its  violence,  before  his 
mind  could  have  freedom  or  leifure  to  re- 
flect and  reafon  upon  the  matter. 

Having  premifed  thefe  diftindlions,  we 
fhall  now  be  able  to  difcover,  with  greater 
eafe  and  certainty,  thofe  peculiar  ingredients 
which  render  fin  prefumptuous. 

Knowledge  is  the  firft.  This,  as  I  have 
already  hinted,  muft  lie  at  the  root  of  ev^ry 
prefumptuous  fin. He  is  rather  unfor- 
tunate than  faulty,  who,  by  miftaJ^e  or  ac- 
cident, hurteth  one  in  the  dark ;  but  he 
who  doth  it  in  broad  day,  and  with  his 
eyes  open,  betrays  malevolence,  or  wicked 
intention,  which  doth  not  admit  of  any 
extenuation.  It  was  this  that  rendered  the 
unbelieving  Jews  altogether  inexcufable, 
according  to  that  declaratiou  of  our  Saviour, 

J,hn 


8o  SERMON      III. 

yohn  XV.  22.  *'  If  I  had  not  come  and  fpo- 
"  ken  unto  them,  they  had  not  had  Hn; 
"  but  now  they  have  no  cloak  for  their  fin.'* 
Knowledge  then  being  fuppofed  as  an  efTen- 
tial  ingredient, 

The  fin  becomes  more  prefumptuous 
when  it  is  the  fruit  of  deliberation  and  con- 
trivance ;  when  the  perfon  ruminates  and 
plots,  and  lays  fchemes  for  executing  his 
criminal  defigns.  Such  a  tranfgrefTor  is 
defcribed,  Prov.  vi.  14.  "  Frowardnefs  is 
"  in  his  heart,  he  devifeth  mifchief  conti- 
"  nually ;"  and  again,  Pfalm  xxxvi.  4.  "  He 
**  devifeth  mifchief  upon  his  bed ;  he  fet- 
'*  teth  himfelf  in  a  way  that  is  not  good ; 
**  he  abhorreth  not  evil." 

The  prefumption  is  farther  heightened, 
when  obftinacy  is  added  to  knowledge  and 
deliberation;  when  the  tranfgreiTor  "  hold- 
"  eth  fait  his  iniquity,  and  will  not  let  it 
"  go,"  but  rufheth  forward  in  his  wicked 
courfe,  "  even  as  the  horfe  rufheth  into  the 
"  battle."  Such  was  the  temper  which  the 
Jews  exprefled  in  their  anfwer  to  Jeremiah, 
[Jeretn.  xliv.  16.)  "  As  for  the  word  which 
"  thou  haft  fpoken  to  us  in  the  name  of  the 

"  Lord 
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"  Lord,  \vc  will  not  hearken  unto  thee,  but 
"  will  certainly  do  whatfjevcr  thing  goetli 
*'  forth  out  of  our  own  mouth."  And  to 
this  obftinacy  the  epithet  oi prcfumptuous  is 
diredly  applied,  Deuteron.  i.  43.  where  Mo- 
fes  faith,  "  I  fpake  unto  you,  but  ye  would 
"  not  hear,  but  rebeMed  agalnft  the  com- 
"  mandment  of  the  Lord,  and  went  pre- 
"  fumptuoufly  up  into  the  hill." 

Again,  if  the  warnings  and  reproofs  of 
men  be  accompanied  with  the  renionflran- 
ces  of  confcience,  and  enforced  by  the  mo- 
tions of  the  Holy  Spirit,  thefe  give  a  yet 
deeper  tinclure  to  the  linner's  prefumption, 
and  render  his  obftinacy  (till  more  crimi- 
nal. With  fuch  guilt  were  the  Jewifli 
rulers  direclly  charged  by  the  firft  martyr 
Stephen,  A£ls  vii.  51.  "Ye  flifFed- necked, 
"  and  uncircumcifed  in  heart  and  in  ear, 
"  ye  do  always  refift  the  Holy  Ghoft:  as 
"  your  fathers  did,  fo  do  ye." 

But  the  fin  becomes  prcfumptuous  in  the 
higheft  degree,  when,  befides  the  remon- 
Arances  of  conicience,  and  the  drivings  of 
tlie  Holy  Spirit,  God,  by  fome  awful  dif- 
penfations  of  his  providence,  "  hedgeth  up 

Vol.  I.  F  "  the 


82  SERMON      IIL 

"  the  finner's  way  as  with  thorns,"  and 
yet  he  will  break  through.  Upon  this  ac- 
count a  diilinguifhed  brand  of  infamy  is 
fet  upon  Ahaz  in  the  facred  hiftory;  of 
whom  it  is  faid,  2  Chron.  xxviii.  22.  "  In. 
"  the  time  of  his  dillrefs  did  he  trefpafs 
"  yet  more  againfl  the  Lord ;"  to  which  it 
is  fubjolned,  with  a  peculiar  emphafis, 
"  This  is  that  King  Ahaz,"  that  obflinate, 
that  incorrigible  offender,  who  (lands  on 
record  as  an  awful  beacon,  for  a  warning 

to  all  fucceeding  generations. ^Thefe,  I 

apprehend,  are  the  principal  ingredients 
•which  render  fin  prefumptuous. 

And  from  this  defcription  it  will  appear, 
that  there  are  fome  fins  which  mufl  always 
be  prefumptuous,  and  do  not  admit  of  any 
palliation. 

Profane  fivearing  is  evidently  of  this 
kind.  It  hath  no  claim  to  pleafure,  and  as 
little  to  profit;  the  fwearer  feems  to  be 
wicked  from  pure  malice,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  being  wicked.  In  vain  do  men 
plead  provocation:  for  injure  them  wha 
win,  furely  God  doth  them  no  injury;  and 
if  a  fellow -creature  offend  them,  that  can 

never 
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never  afford  a  reafon  for  affronting  their 
Creator,  who  is  continually  doing  them 
good.  Befides,  it  it;  only  one  inltance  of 
profane  fwearing  for  which  even  this  alle- 
viation can  be  pleaded :  let  the  iirft  acl  be 
fuppoled  involuntary,  the  effecfl  of  fome 
fudden  diforder  in  the  mind  ;  what  be- 
comes of  the  next  ?  that  mull  neceffarily 
be  prefumptuous ;  for  the  repetition  of  io 
unnatural  a  fin  may  eafily  be  prevented, 
if  the  pcrfon  hath  a  real  abhorrence  of  it, 
and  ufeth  any  efforts  to  guard  againfl  it. 
But,  alas !  how  many  are  there  who  fwear 
alike,  whether  they  be  angry  or  well 
pleafed  ;  who  imprecate  damnation  upon 
themfelves  out  of  mere  wantonnefs,  and 
make  fuch  horrid  oaths  a  principal  part  of 

their  familiar  converfation. If  any  who 

hear  me  are  guilty  in  this  manner,  let  me 
prevail  with  them  to  paufe  for  a  little,  till 
they  have  ferioufly  confidered  what  they 
are  doing.  It  coft  the  Redeemer  niuch 
to  purchafe  falvation  for  you,  not  only 
prayers,  but  blood  too  ;  and  dare  you  pray 
that  your  fouls  may  have  no  Ihare  in  it  ? 
This  is  the  height  of  madnefs :  Damna- 
E  2  tio-n 
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tion  is  eafily  obtained ;  you  need  not  pray 
for  it;  if  you  apply  not  the  remedy,  you 
perifh  of  courfe:  but  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  be 
faved  J  and  muft:  not  thefe  imprecations, 
which  you  have  juft  caufe  to  fear  are  re- 
corded againft  you,  increafe  the  difficulty, 
and  remove  you  farther  from  the  road  of 
mercy  ?  Think  of  this,  O  iinners !  before  it 
be  too  late,  and  fpeedily  forfake  this  pre- 
fumptuous  fin. 

Perjury  is  ftill  more  inexcufable,  as  it 
cannot  even  borrow  the  pretext  of  paffion 
or  furprife,  but  is  a  cool  deliberate  adl  af 
the  mod  daring  impiety.  The  perfon  who 
fwears  in  judgment  has  not  only  abun- 
dance of  leifure  to  confider  what  he  is 
about  to  fay,  but  the  very  manner  of  admi- 
niftering  an  oath  in  all  the  courts  I  know, 
has  fomething  in  it  peculiarly  folemn  and 
awful,  on  purpofe,  no  doubt,  to  ftir  up 
confcience  to  perform  its  office,  and  to 
oblige  it  to  be  faithful.  Nay,  the  very 
words  of  an  oath  in  judgment,  exprefs  an 
immediate  appeal  to  the  Searcher  of  hearts 
in  the  tremendous  character  of  final  Judge; 
and  confequently  imply,  not  only  the  per- 

fon's 
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^n's  confent  to  accept  damnation  as  thp 
punifliment  of  his  falfehood,  if  he  fliall 
conceal  or  deny  what  he  knows  to  be  the 
truth,  but  even  a  formal  and  folemn  ad- 
juration of  God  to  inflid:  damnation  upon 
him ;  which  is  the  higheft  degree  of  pre- 
fumption  that  can  pollibly  be  imagined. 
—-But  though  perjury  be  a  /ic  with  pe- 
culiar -aggravations  ;  yet  there  can  be  no 
lies  of  whatever  kind,  which  are  not  pre- 
fumptuous  in  one  degree  or  other,  inafmuch 
as  they  always  require  fome  exercife  of  in- 
vention to  make  them,  and  ufually  a  great 
deal  more  to  fupport  their  credit,  and  to 
keep  them  in  countenance  after  they  are 
inade. 

Tbeft  mufb  in  every  cafe  be  prefumptu- 
ous:  it  is  a  work  of  time,  which  requires 
much  thought  and  cunning  to  adjulf  the 
plan  of  operation,  and  no  lefs  addrefs  and 
condu(5l  in  carrying  it  into  execution.  Be- 
ildes,  the  thief  has  many  reftraints  to  break 
through,  not  only  the  inward  conviclion  of 
the  wrong  done  to  his  neighbour,  but  the 
fears  of  a  difcovery  likewife,  and  of  that 

F  3  difgrace 
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difgrace  and  punirnment  with  which  it  will 
certainly  be  attended. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  "  ijuhorcmongcrs 
"  and  adulterers^  whom  God  iv'dl  judged'*  For 
though  fuch  tranfgreffors  commonly  plead 
the  violence  of  temptation;  yet,  as  1  have 
already  obferved,  this  by  itfelf  cannot  ex- 
cufe  from  prefnmption,  nnlefs  the  temp- 
tation be  fo  fudden  and  furprifing,  that  it 
gives  the  perfon  no  leifure  to  exercife  his 
reafon ;  .which  I  am  perfuaded  is  feldom 
or  never  the  cafe.  Thefe  works  of  dark- 
nefs  are  ufually  gone  about  with  greater 
caution  and  fecrecy  than  are  coniiftent 
with  mere  paffion ;  fo  that  Reafon  hath 
been  employed,  though  in  a  wrong  way : 
and  this  is  one  of  thofe  ingredients  that 
render  lin  prefumptuous. 

V/e  may  likewife  fay  oi .drunkenncfs ^  that 
in  moft  cafes  it  is  prefumptuous.  It  is  an 
excefs  which  one  can  fcarcely  be  furprifed 
into,  unlefs  the  liquor  be  mixed  with  fome 
pernicious  drug,  or  hath  fome  peculiar 
quality  with  which  he  is  utterly  unac- 
quainted. But  this,  I  fuppofe,  is  a  cafe 
that  rarely  happens.     It  ufually  takes  fome 

time 
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time  before  a  peiTon  be  intoxicated ;  and 
<irunkenners  comes  on  by  fuch  gradual  ad- 
vances, that  one  hath  fafEcient  opportunity 
to  obferve  its  approach,  and  to  make  his 
efcape,  if  he  i«  not  otherwife  determined. 

So  that  all  thefe  fins  are  evidently  pre- 
fumptuous ;  and  as  they  are  too  commonly 
prac\ifed  among  us,  1  thought  it  my  duty 
to  mention  them  in  particular,  for  the  fake 
of  thofe  who  know  themlelves  to  be  guilty, 
that  they  may  not  wafle  their  precious  time 
in  feeking  after  excufes  to  defend  them 
againft  the  heavy  charge  of  prefumption ; 
but  may,  without  a  moment's  delay,  hum- 
ble themfelvcs  in  the  prefence  of  than  God 
whom  they  have  fo  grievoufly  oifended, 
imploring  his  pardoning  mercy  for  wdiat:  is 
paft,  and  his  powerful  grace  to  reRrain  them. 
for  the  future. 

The  great  importance  of  his  reRraint  to 
lis  all,  or  how  much  it  concerneth  us  to 
be  kept  back  from  every  prefumptuous  fin, 
was  the  fecond  thing  I  propofed  to  illu- 
ftrate.  And  this  will  appear  from  two 
conlidcrations. 

t/?,  That  fnch  fins  are  moft  lielnous  m 
V  4  their 
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their  nature;  and,  idly^  mod  pernicious  ia 
their  effedls  and  confequences. 

ly?,  They  are  mo  ft  heinous  in  their  na- 
ture. The  language  of  the  proud  finner 
is,  Who  is  Lord  over  me  ?  He  either  dif- 
owns  his  authority  of  God,  or  bids  him 
defiance,  and  provokes  him  to  jealoufy  as 
if  he  were  ftronger  than  he.  Thus  it  is 
written,  Numbers  xv.  3.  "  The  foul  that 
**  doeth  ought  prefumptuoufly,  reproach- 
"  eth  the  Lord:"  reproacheth  his  know- 
ledge, as  if  God  was  ignorant  of  his  wic- 
kednefs;  or  his  juftice  and  truth,  as  if  he 
would  not  punilh  it ;  or  his  power,  as  if  he 
could  not.     And  what   horrid  impiety  is 

this  ! O  fmners,   think  of  it :    your 

known  wilful  fins  cannot  poflibly  be  vin- 
dicated from  this  charge:  all  I  have  now 
faid,  and  a  great  deal  more,  fliall  be  made 
good  againft  you  at  laft,  when  God  fliall 

enter  into  judgment  with  your  fouls. 

It  is  vain  for  you  to  plead,  that  you  do  not 
cllrecflly  intend  thefe  things.  I  verily  be- 
Fieve  you  think  fo;  for,  proud  and  ftub- 
born  as  you  are,  I  am  confident  that  you 
dare  not  utter  fuch  blafphemies  before  God, 

nor 
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nor  even  avow  them  to  your  own  hearts. 
But  doth  it  follow  from  thence,  that  you 
are  not  chargeable  with  ihem  ?  The  fal- 
lacy of  this  reafoning  can  eafily  be  deted^ 

ed. Tell  us,  do  you  intend  your  own 

damnation  ? 1  need  not  wait  for  an  an- 

fwer  ;  I  am  fure  you  do  not.     Pray,  then, 

what  meaning  have  you  at  all  ? You 

wilfully  tranfgrefs  the  laws  of  God,  but 
you  do  not  intend  to  be  punilhed  for  it; 
on  the  contrary,  you  fliudder  at  the  pro- 
fpe(5l  of  fujEFering,  and  would  certainly  op-* 
pofc  it  with  all  your  might.     This  is  one 

fide. On  the  other  hand,  you  fay,  that 

you  have  no  direcl  intention  to  injure  or 
infult  the  majefty  of  God;  you  mean  no 
prejudice  to  his  authority,  nor  to  any  of 
his  perfeclions,    his  wifdom,  holinefs,  ju- 

ftice,   or  almighty  power. ■ — Can  any 

body  reconcile  thefe  two  oppofites  ?  ■  ■ 
You  are  unwilling  to  be  miferable;  and 
yet  you  are  willing  that  God  fhould  pofTefs 
thofe  tremendous  attributes,  by  the  exercife 
of  which  you  mufl  be  made  miferable.  This 
is  a  flat  contradidion. — The  cafe  is  plain, 
whether  you  perceive  it  or  not:  you  would 

certainly 
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certainly  dethrone  God  if  you  could ;  yo\i 
would  reverfe  his  laws,  or  difarm  his 
power,  that  you  might  follow  your  inclina- 
tions without  fear  or  control :  And  this  is 
the  difpofition  ot  every  prefumptuous  lin- 
ner,  though  perhaps  his  heart  may  be  fo 
hard  and  unfeeling  as  not  to  perceive  it. 
Thefe  remarks  may  fuffice  to  fhow,  of  what 
a  heinous  nature  prefumptuous  fins  are. 
— I  added,  in  the 

2d  place.  That  they  are  likewife  mod 
pernicious  in  their  effedls  and  confequen- 
ces. 

Every  wilful  fin  hardens  the  heart,  and 
renders  it  lefs  penetrable  than  it  was  be- 
fore :  one  convi6lion  overcome,  makes  way 
for  the  conqueft  of  another,  and  that  of  a 
third,  and  fo  on ;  the  finner  by  degrees 
waxeth  fi:out  againft  God,  till  at  length 
every  bond  that  fhould  reftrain  him  is  bro- 
ken afunder,  and  his  heart  becomes  "  fully 
"  fet  in  him  to  do  evil."  This  is  the  na- 
tural eflFedl  of  prefumptuous  finning:  con- 
fcience  being  often  violated,  grows  callous 
and  infenfible,  or,  in  the  language  of  fcrip- 
ture,  "  feared  as  with  a  hot  iron;"  fo  that 

it; 
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it  not  only  lofeth  its  authority,  bnt  in  great 
meafare  its  feeling  alfo,  and  fuffers  the 
finner  to  rulh  forward  in  his  wicked  courfe 
without  check  or  remorfe. 

But  this  is  not  all:  Thefe  prefumptuous 
fins  have  not  only  a  hardening  influence 
upon   the  heart,    but  they    likewife    pro- 
voke God  to  infli6l  a  judicial  hardnefs  up- 
on it,  which  of  all  his  judgments  is  by 
far  the  mod  terrible;  for  this,  as  it  were, 
feals  up  the  finner  to  final  condemnation, 
and   renders   his   recovery  not  only  diffi- 
cult, but  utterly  impoflible.     *'  Ephraim 
is  joined  to  his   idols,"   faith  God ;   "  let 
"  him  alone :"  he  is  obftinately  bent  upon 
idolatry,  give  him  no  difturbance.     By  this 
awful  fentcnce  God  lays  an  inhibition,  if  I 
may  fo  fpeak,  upon  every  thing  that  might 
either  refrrain  or  reclaim  the  offender;  he 
withdraws  his   defpifcd  grace,  and  fufFers 
him  to  wallow  in  that  filthinefs  he  hath 
chofen,  till  the  fire  that  is  not  quenched 
fliall  awaken  him  to  a  fruitlefs  defpairing 
convidion  of  his  follv. 

But  as  this  judgment  is,  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  "  God's  (1  range  work,'*  to  which 

he 
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he  never  proceeds  till  all  reclaiming  methods 
have  been  tried  and  baffled,  let  ns'fuppofe, 
if  you  pleafe,  that  the  finner  begins  to 
awaken  out  of  his  lethargy ;  yet  how  dif- 
mal  muft  the  effedts  of  his  prefumptuous 
iins  be,  even  in  this  cafe  ?  Oh  !  what  hor- 
ror will  the  remembrance  of  them  raife  in 
his  mind  ?  How  will  they  difcourage  him 
in  his  addrefTes  for  mercy,  to  that  God 
■whom  he  hath  fo  impudently  affronted  and 
defied  to  his  face?  How  will  they  damp  his 
expedlations  of  pardon,  when  God  fets 
them  all  in  battle-array  before  him,  and 
confcience  takes  hold  of  that  dreadful  fen- 
tence  againfh  the  prefumptuous  tranfgreflbr, 
(Numbers  xv.  31.)  "  Becaufe  he  hath  defpifed 
"  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  hath  broken 
"  his  commandment ;  that  foul  fliall  be 
"  utterly  cut  off:  his  iniqviity  Ihall  be  up- 
**  on  him?"  If  fo  good  a  man  as  Heman 
was  obliged  to  cry  out,  "  While  I  fuffer  thy 
''  terrors  I  am  diftracled ;"  what  muft  be 
the  condition  of  the  newly- awakened  pre- 
fumptuous linner  ? 

Nay,  let  us  fuppofe,  that  God  hath  fpo- 
ken  peace  to  his  foul,  and  given  him  rea- 

fon 
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fon  to  hope  that  his  iniquities  are  for- 
given ;  yet  thefe  (ins  of  prefumption  al- 
ways leave  behind  them  tlie  fears  of  thofe 
gafhes  which  they  made  upon  the  heart: 
and  as  deep  bodily  wounds,  even  after 
they  have  been  clofed,  are  apt  to  ache  up- 
on a  change  of  weather ;  fo  any  variation 
in  the  perfon's  lot  that  is  capable  of  being 
conflrued  into  a  token  of  God's  anger,  will 
recal  to  his  memory  thofe  pardoned  ini- 
quities, and  make  them  a  frefh  occafion  of 
grief  and  anguifli  to  his  doubting  perplexed 
foul. 

Belides,  though  pardon  fecures  againft 
final  condemnation,  yet  fins  of  this  kind 
are  feldom  remitted  without  fome  vifible 
teflimony  of  God's  difpleafure.  What  ca- 
lamities befel  the  author  of  this  pfalm,  even 
after  the  Prophet  had  intimated  to  him, 
that  "  the  Lord  had  put  away  his  fm  ?'* 
His  daughter  raviihed  ; — the  inceftous  bro- 
ther flain  ; Abfalom   invades  both  his 

throne  and  his  bed  ; — the  bulk  of  his  fub- 
je6ls  defert  him; — and  he  himfelf,"  accom- 
panied with  a  few  remaining  friends,  is 
driven  into  the  wildernefs,  and  hard  put 

to 
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to  it  to  fhift  for  his  life.  And  though  Da- 
vid was  chargeable  with  many  failings,  and 
fome  of  them  grofs  enough,  yet  in  the  cha- 
racfler  which  the  infpired  hiflorian  hath 
given  of  him,  they  are  all  pafTed  over  in 
filence,  except  his  complicated  guilt  in  the 
matter  of  Uriah  :  but  that  is  exprefsly  men- 
tioned, and  left  as  a  blot  upon  the  name 
of  this  great  and  good  man,  to  deter  others 
from  fuch  deliberate  and  prefumptuous 
fins  ;  for  thus  it  is  written,  (i  Kings  xv.  5.) 
"  David  did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
"  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not  afide 
*'  from  any  thing  that  he  com.manded  him 
**  all  the  days  of  his  life,  fave  only  in  the 
**  matter  of  Uriah  the  Hittite'* — Nay,  David 
with  his  own  hand  hath  recorded  his  guilt 
in  the 5  id  Pfahu^  where  to  this  day  he  pro- 
felTes  his  fhame  and  forrow,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  fo  as  long  as  God  ihall  have  a 

church  upon  earth. When  thefe  things 

are  attended  to,  the  importance  of  being 
kept  back  from  prefumptuous  fins  mufl  ap- 
pear to  us  in  the  flrongeft  and  moil  affect- 
ing light. 

Let  me  jiow  addrefs  thofe  whofe  con- 

fcieuces 
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fciences  bear  witnefs,  that  they  have  often 
tranfgrefTed  in  this  manner,  and  are  Hving 
perhaps  at  this  very  time  in  the  habitual 
indulgence  of  feme  prefumptuous  fin.  Have 
you  ferioufly  confidered  the  danger  you 
are  expofed  to  ?  David's  cafe,  which  I  juft 
now  mentioned,  fuggefts  to  me  one  argu- 
ment that  may  poflibly  have  weight  with 
you.  Some  of  you,  perhaps,  are  lly  offen- 
ders ;  fo  cunning  in  your  way,  that  the 
world  hath  not  found  you  out.  But,  fay, 
would  it  not  give  you  pain  to  think,  that 
one  day  you  fhould  be  difcovered  ? 
Now,  what  affurance  have  you  that  this 
fliall  never  happen  ?  David,  I  fuppofe, 
conducted  his  criminal  purfuit  with  as 
much  addrefs  and  fecrecy  as  you  can 
do ;  and  after  it  had  lain  buried  for  the 
fpace  of  nine  months,  I  am  perfuaded 
he  was  as  fearlefs  of  a  difcovery  as  you 
prefently  are :  yet  God  dete6:ed  him  in 
an  extraordinary  manner,  and  not  only 
made  his  fin  vihble  in  his  punifhmenr, 
but  even  obliged  him,  as  you  have  heard, 
by  a  folemn  exercife  of  repentance,  wliicli 
is  left  upon  record  for  the  ufe  of  the  church, 

to 
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to  publifli  his  confeflion  of  it  to  all  fucceed- 
ing  generations. — Have  you  no  apprehen- 
fion  that  fomething  of  a  fimilar  kind  may 
befal  yourfelves  ?  Cannot  God  difclofe  your 
fecret  fins  if  he  pleafeth  ?  And  have  you 
not  caufe  to  fear  that  he  will  do  it,  from 
what  he  faid  to  David  :  "  Thou  didil  it 
*'  fecretly ;  but  I  will  do  this  thing  before 

"  all  Ifrael,  and  before  the  fun  ?" Will 

God  fhow  greater  tendernefs  to  your  repu- 
tation than  to  that  of  the  man  according  to 
his  own  heart  ?  May  he  not,  in  his  righte- 
ous difpleafure,  permit  that  lull:,  which 
you  prefumptuoufly  cherifh  in  your  bofom, 
•to  grow  fo  flrong,  that  all  your  cunning 
fhall  not  be  able  to  keep  it  within  bounds  ? 
and   then  it  will  fly  abroad,  and  become 

public  of  courfe. 1  beg  you  may  attend 

to  this :  I  confefs  it  is  a  motive  of  the  loweft 
kind  ;  but  low  as  it  is,  you  ought  at  leaft 
to  take  its  aid,  till  you  get  a  relifh  for 
others  of  a  more  ingenuous  and  fpiritual 
nature. 

Confider  farther,  what  inward  torment 
you  mud  one  day  feel :  at  prefent,  per- 
haps, confcience  is  afleep ;  but  it  fhall  not 

al- 
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always  fleep ;  afllidlion  may  awaken  it; 
the  approach  of  death  .mod  probably  will ; 
and  then  "  fliall  your  fear  come  as  defo- 
"  lation,  and  your  dcftrudion  as  a  whlrl- 
"  wind  :  diflrefs  and  anguifli  fliall  then 
"  come  upon  you ;"  for  in  that  awful  fea- 
fon,  "  the  Lord  fliall  give  thee  a  trem- 
"  bling  heart,  and  failing  of  eyes,  and 
"  forrow  of  mind.  And  thy  life  fhall  hang 
"  in  doubt  before  thee,  and  thou  fhalt  fear 
*'  day  and  night,  and  fhalt  have  none  af- 
"  furance  of  thy  life.  In  the  morning 
*'  thou  fhalt  fay.  Would  God  it  were  even; 
"  and  at  even  thou  fhalt  fay.  Would  God 
*'  it  were  morning,  for  the  fear  of  thine 
"  heart  wherewith  thou  fhalt  fear,  and 
"  for  the  fight  of  thine  eyes  which  thou 

*'  fhalt  fee." Or  if  this  feem  not  mifery 

enough,  look  forward  a  little  farther  to  the 
tremendous  iffue :  "  Who  can  dwell  with 
"  devouring  flames  ?  who  can  lie  down  in 
"  everlafling  burnings  ?"  Yet  this,  O  fin- 
ners,  muft  be  your  portion,  if  you  live  and 
die  in  rebellion  againft  God.  The  fweet- 
nefs  of  fin  paiTeth  quickly  away,  but  the 
fling  of  it  is  perpetual :  the  gnawing  worm 
Vol.  I.  G  fliall 
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fhall  never  die,  the  fire  of  God's  wrath  fhall 
never  be  extinguifliCTl. 

It  is  really  aftonifhing,  that  creatures 
endued  with  reafon,  and  capable  of  ex- 
ercifing  refledlion  and  forelight,  fhould, 
in  fuch  a  fituacion,  enjoy  any  fort  of  peace 
for  a  moment.     What  is  it  that  fupports 

you  ? Do   you  imagine  that  God  will 

overlook  your  rebellion,  and  never  call 
you  to  an  account  for  your  conduct  ? 
Hear  his  own  words  by  the  mouth  of  his 
prophets  :  "  I  will  fearch  Jerufalem  with 
"  candles,  and  puniih  the  men  that  are 
"  fettled  on  their  lees ;  that  fay  in  their 
"  heart,  The  Lord  will  not  do  good,  nei- 
''  ther   will    he   do   evil."     Zephan,  i.    12. 

And    again,   *'  Wo    unto    them   that 

"  draw  iniquity  with  cords  of  vanity, 
"  and  fin  as  it  were  with  a  cart-rope :  that 
"  fay.  Let  him  make  fpeed,  and  haflen 
"  his  work,  that  we  may  fee  it;  and  let 
"  the  counfel  of  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael 
"  draw  nigh  and  come,  that  we  may 
"  know  it."  If.  V.  18.  Has  he  not  already, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  given  fuf~ 
licient  evidence  of  his  hatred  of  fin ;  and 

by 
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by  many  awful  tokens  of  his  righteous 
difpleafure,  extorted  a  confellion  from  the 
moft  obftinate  finners,  "  that  verily  there 

"  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth.'* 

But  you  have  a  proof  of  this  in  your  own 

bofom. What  means  the  voice  of  con- 

fcience  within  you  ?  Whence  that  fear  and 
horror  which  fometimes  feize  upon  you  ? 
Surely  thefe  painful  feelings  are  involun- 
tary ;  for  no  man  choofeth  to  be  his  own 

tormentor. Well,  then,  this  internal 

fenfe  is  in  place  of  a  thoufand  witnefTes,  to 
prove,  that  God  is  marking  your  fteps  in 
the  mean  time,  and  that  ere  long  he  will 
punifli  you  for  all  your  iniquities  ;  "  for 
"  according  to  this  fear,  fo  is  the  wrath  of 
"  God,"  which  is  the  object  of  it. 

Do  you  prefume  upon  the  mercy  of  God  ? 
Liften  to  that  awful  declaration  in  the  book 
of  Deuteronomy,  chap.  xxix.  19,  20.  "  If 
"  it  come  to  pafs  when  he  heareth  the 
"  words  of  this  curfe,  that  he  blefs  himfelf 
"  in  his  heart,  and  fay,  I  fhall  have  peace, 
"  though  I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  my 
"  heart:  the  Lord  will  not  fpare  him,  but 
"  the  anger  of  the  Lord  and  his  jealoufy 
G  2  "Ihall 
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"  fliall  fmoke  againft  that  man,  and  all  the 
"  curfes  that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the 

"  law  fhall  be  upon  him." True,  God  is 

merciful;  but  is  it  not  equally  true,  that  he 
is  holy  and  righteous  ?  Can  you  devife  a 
more  lofty  defcription  of  the  divine  good- 
nefs,   than  that  which  was   publiihed  by 
God  himfelf,  when  defcending  in  a  cloud 
upon  Mount  Sinai,   he  pafTed   by  before 
Mofes,  and   proclaimed  his  name,    "  The 
'*  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gra- 
"  cious,  long-fufFering,    and  abundant   in 
"  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for 
"  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity  and  tranf- 
"  grefTion,   and   fin ;"    (but   obferve  what 
follows),  "  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear 
''  the  guilty  ?'*  Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7.     Nay,  the 
mod  amazing  inftance  of  divine  love,  to 
wit,  God's  fending  his  Son  into  the  world 
to  die  for  finners,  is,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
moft  awful  proof  of  his  inflexible  juflice, 
and  of  his  irreconcileable  hatred  of  ilin; 
feeing  no  lefs  a  facrifice  could  expiate  the 
guilt  of  it  than  the  blood  of  him  by  whom 
all  things  wer-e  made.     Neither  Ihall  this 
coflly  facrifice  avail  xis,  if  we  ftill  continue 

to 
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to  hold  fad  our  iniquities:  for  "  the  Son 
"  of  God  was  manifcftcd  for  this  very 
"  purpofe,  that  he  might  deftroy  the  works 
"  of  the  devil."  And  in  vain  do  we  plead 
the  merit  of  his  death,  imlefs  we  follow 
the  example  of  his  life,  and  fubmit  to  the 
government  of  his  laws  and  fpirit;  for 
"  he  is  the  author  of  eternal  falvation  only 
"  to  them  that  obey  him." 

But  it  may  be,  you  hope  to  make  all  up 
by  repentance ;  and  though  at  prefent 
there  are  fome  fins  you  are  unwilling  to 
part  with,  yet  you  propofe  to  do  it  after- 
wards, with  a  refolution  never  to  return 
any  more  to  folly.  Well,  fmners,  this  at 
lead  is  a  plain  confeflion  that  you  are 
felf-condemned  creatures  in  the  mean  time. 
You    admit   that   repentance  is    neceffary, 

and  that  you  are  undone  without  it. 

And  now  let  me  difplay  to  you  the  folly 

of  your  conduct. Should  you  die  this 

night,  what  would  become  of  you  ?  and 
what  afTurance  have  you  that  you  Ihall  be 
alive  to-morrow  ?  Were  net  Zimri  and 
Cofbi  cut  off  in  the  adl  of  fin  ?  and  have 
not   many  others  been    carried  off  by  a 

G  3  fudden 
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fudden  death,  without  leifure  afforded 
them  to  cry  for  mercy  ?  Your  fin,  and 
confequently  your  mifery,  is  prefent  and 
certain:  your  repentance  only  future,  and 
therefore  altogether  uncertain ;  for  who 
knoweth   what  a  day   may  bring   forth  ? 

Befldes,  is  it  not  egregious  folly  to  do 

that  deliberately  which  needeth  repent- 
ance? Would  he  not  be  juftly  accounted 
mad,  who  fhould  drink  a  deadly  poifon, 
merely  to  try  the  ftrengh  of  an  antidote  ? — 
Though  you  could  repent  at  pleafure,  and 
had  a  leafe  of  life  to  any  term  of  your  own 
chooling,  which  you  well  know  you  have 
not  ;  yet,  even  upon  this  fuppofition, 
your  condu(5l  would  be  foolifh  and  irra- 
tional. But  I  have  fomething  to  add  that  is 
Hill  more  alarnrlng.  Repentance  is  the  gift 
of  God ;  it  is  a  grace  that  can  only  be  pro- 
duced in  your  hearts  by  that  divine  Spirit, 
whom  now  you  grieve:  And  is  grieving 
him  the  way  to  obtain  his  affiftance  ?  mufl 
God  wait  your  time,  and  patiently  endure 
all  your  affronts,  and  then  beflow  upon  you 
a  pure  favour,  to  which  you  can  plead 
^o  title,  whenever  you  fliall  deign  to  aflc 

it? 
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it  ?  No,  finners. There  are  fuch  aw- 
ful words  in  your  Bibles  as  thefe:  "  My 
'*  fpirit  fliall  not  always  llrive  with  man ;" 
and,  "  Becaufe  when  I  called,  ye  refufed; 
**  when  I  ftretched  out  my  hand,  ye  did 
"  not  regard  me;  therefore  will  I  laugh 
**  at  your  calamity,  and  mock  when  your 
"  fear  cometh.'*  Go,  think  upon  thefe, 
and  get  you  to  your  knees,  and  beg  of 
God,  for  Chrift's  fake,  that  he  may  par- 
don what  is  paft,  and  reftrain  you  from 
fuch  prefumptuous  fins  for  the  future.  This 
brings  me  to  the 

Last  thing  I  propofed ;  which  was,  to 
direcfl  you  how  to  put  up  this  prayer  to 
God,  Keep  back  thy  fervant  Jrom  prejimiptuous 
fins. 

In  the  ijl  place.  You  muft  do  it  fincerely, 
with  an  unfeigned  and  earneft  defire,  that 
God  may  hear  and  grant  your  requeft. 
We  are  very  apt  to  impofe  upon  ourfelves 
in  this  matter.  Confcience  being  galled 
and  irritated  by  prefumptuous  fins,  may 
grow  fo  turbulent  and  clamorous,  that 
fomething  mufl  he  done  to  dill  and  pacify 
G  4  it. 
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it.  By  this  means,  we  may  be  forced  into 
the  clofet,  and  obliged  to  ufe  the  words  of 
my  text;  nay,  to  apply  them  to  thofe  par- 
ticular fins  for  which  confcience  upbraideth 
us.  But,  alas !  our  prayers  are  oft-times 
falfe  and  hypocritical ;  we  hate  not  the  fin, 
but  the  remorfe  that  follows  it;  and  we  wifli 
not  fo  much  to  be  delivered  from  the  fin, 
as  from  the  fierce  challenges  of  the  awful 
reprover  within  us. — ■ — Have  you  not  dif- 
covered  fomething  of  this  hypocrify  in  the 
time  of  praying  ?  Have  you  not  felt  a  fe- 
cret  love  to  the  fin  you  profelfed  to  re- 
nounce; nay,  fome  degrees  of  fear  left  God 
fliould  take  you  at  your  word,  and  render 
that  fin  bitter  and  unpleafant  to  you  ?  Need 
I  tell  you,  that  fuch  prayers  are  an  abomi- 
nation to  the  Lord,  and  inftead  of  dimi- 
nifhing,  aggravate  your  guilt?  To  pray, 
is  not  to  offer  up  words,  but  defires,  to 
God:  I  therefore  faid,  that  in  ufing  this 
petition,  you  mud  do  it  with  a  fincere 
and  earned  defire,  that  God  may  hear 
and  grant  your  requefl.  It  was  for  this 
purpofe  I  fet  before  you  the  heinous  na- 
ture and  fatal  effedls  of  prefumptuous  fins, 

that 
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that  you  might  view  them  as  deadly  foes, 
and  long  to  be  refcued  from  their  tyran- ' 
ny  ;  for  till  your  hearts  are  brought  to 
this,  in  vain  do  you  vitter  the  words  of 
David;  your  prayers  are  hollow  and  in^ 
fincere,  whatever  drefs  you  put  them  into ; 
and  are  themfelves  more  prefumptuous  than 
any  of  thofe  fms  againfl  which  you  pretend 
to  ufe  them. 

idly^  We  mufl  put  up  this  requeft,  from 
a  humble  fenfe  of  our  own  weaknefs,  with 
a  lively  hope  of  the  mercy  of  God,  and  a 
iledfaft  reliance  upon  the  efficacy  of  his 
grace.  Thefe  qualifications  are  abfolutely 
neceiTary:  for  till  we  feel  our  inability  to 
overcome  our  impetuous  and  headflrong 
paffions,  we  fliall  not  be  very  importunate 
with  God  to  reftrain  them;  and  we  ihall 
foon  grow  weary  in  our  addreffes  to  him 
for  aid,  if  we  either  call  in  queflion  his 
good-will  to  beftow  it,  or  doubt  of  its 
fufficiency  to  anfwer  our  neceffities.  We 
muft  neither  pray  proudly  nor  defpairing- 
ly ;  we  affront  God  equally  both  ways. 
If  we  go  to  him  merely  in  a  coraplimental 
way,  as  if  we  did  him  honour  by  alking 

fome 
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fome  llender  affiftance  only  to  render  the 
conquefl;  more  eafy ;  this  may  provoke 
him  to  leave  us  in  the  hands  of  our  ene- 
mies, till,  by  fome  fatal  overthrow,  w^c 
are  brought  to  a  thorough  convidion  of 
our  impotence ;  for  "  he  refifleth  the 
"  proud,  and  giveth  grace  only  to  the 
"  humble :  the  hungry  are  filled  with 
"  good  things,  but  the  rich  are  fent  empty 

away. 

On  the  other  hand,  fhould  we  either 
queflion  his  willingnefs  or  ability  to  help 
us,  would  not  this  be  to  call:  upon  him 
vile  dilhonour,  after  all  the  illuftrious  proofs 
he  hath  given  us,  both  of  his  love  and  fa- 
ving  power  ?  "  He  that  fpared  not  his  own 
*'  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all ; 
"  how  fhall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give 
"  us  all  things  ?" 

Let  us  therefore,  under  a  deep  fenfe  of 
our  depravity  and  weaknefs,  humbly  and 
importunately  cry  to  God,  that  he  may 
deliver  us  from  the  oppreflion  of  our  ty- 
rannical lufts ;  and  thefe  cries  of  the  op- 
prefTed  fliall  "  enter  into  the  ears  of  the 

*^  Lord  of  Sabaoth." At  the  fame  time, 

let 


SERMON      III.  107 

let  us  harbour  no  difhonourable  fufpicions 

either  of  his  mercy,  or  of  his  power : 

"  We  have  a  great  high  prieft,  who  is  paf- 
"  fed  into  the  heavens,  Jefus  the  Son  of 
"  God,  who  now  appears  in  the  prefence 
"  of  God  for  us.  Having  therefore  bold- 
*'  nefs  to  enter  into  the  holiefl  by  the 
"  blood  of  Jefus,  by  a  new  and  Hving 
"  way,  which  he  hath  confecrated  for  us 
"  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay,  his  flefh ; 
"  and  having  a  high  prieft  who  is  touched 
"  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  and 
"  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are ; 
"  let  us  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
"  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find 
*'  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need." 

If  we  thus  aflv,  we  fliall  certainly  receive : 
The  great  Captain  of  our  falvation,  whofe 
grace  is  fuflicient  for  all  his  people,  will 
not  only  keep  us  back  from  prefumptuous 
fins,  but  in  due  time  he  will  bruife  Satan 
underneath  our  feet,  and  "  grant  unto  us 
"  to  fit  with  him  in  his  throne,  even  as  he 
"  alfo  overcame,  and  is  fet  down  with  the 

^'  Father  in  his  throne.'* Let  me  only 

add,  in  the 

Third 
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Third  and  laji  place,  That  our  prayers  to 
God  for  reftraining  grace,  muft  be  accom- 
panied with  our  own  moft  vigorous  efforts 
to  refill  all  temptations  to  prefumptuous 
fins,  otherwife  they  fhall  not  be  accepted. 

God  will  fo  do  his  work,  as  that  we  fliall 
do  ours  likewife;  for  "  God's  working  in 
"  us  to  will  and  do,"  inflead  of  fuperfe- 
ding  the  neceffity  of  our  own  endeavours, 
is  urged  in  Scripture  as  a  motive  and  en- 
couragement, to  make  us  "  work  out  our 
"  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling." 
Prayer  is  not  only  an  acknowledgement  of 
our  dependence  upon  God  for  the  things 
we  afk,  but  it  likewife  imports  a  refolution 
on  our  part,  to  ufe  all  proper  means  for  ob- 
taining them;  and  the  vigour  of  our  en- 
deavours is  the  beft  proof  of  our  fincerity. 
Should  a  perfon  who  is  juft  now  praying, 
"  Lead  me  not  into  temptation,"  rife  im- 
mediately from  his  knees,  and  go  forth  to 
invite  or  even  to  meet  a  temptation,  who 
could  believe  that  fuch  a  man  was  in  ear- 
neft  \  Let  us  be  doing,  and  then  we  may, 
with  greater  confidence,  both  afk  the  di- 
vine aid,  and  hope  to  obtain  it.     If,  in  a 

humble 
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humble  dependence  upon  God,  we  faith- 
fully employ  iht  ftrength  we  have,  more 
fhall  be  added  to  us  as  our  ncceflities  re- 
quire :  "  For  to  him  that  hath  fhall  be  gi- 
"  ven. — ■ — They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord 
"  fliall  renew  their  ftrength,  they  fhall 
**  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,  they 
"  fliall  run  and  not  be  weary,  they  fliall 

"  walk  and  not  faint. Wait   therefore 

"  on  the  Lord :  be  of  good  courage,  and 
"  he  fliall  ftrength  en  thine  heart :  wait, 
"  I  fay,  on  the  Lord."     udnwfi. 


S  E  R- 
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2  TikOTHY  iii.  5. 

Having  a  form  of  godlincfs^  but  denying  the 
power  thereof. 


"  np'HE   facriflce  of  the  wicked  is  an 
A     abomination  to  the  Lord;  but  the 
"  prayer  of  the  upright  is  his  dehght."     It 
is  the  heart  of  the  worfliipper  which  God 
principally  regards ;  if  that  be  wrong,  ex- 
ternal homage  is  only   "  vain  oblation," 
which  can  never  afcend  to  his  throne  with 
acceptance.     Happy  were  it  for  us,  had  we 
a  juft  imprefTion  of  this  interefting  truth ; 
but  many,  alas !  are  too  apt  to  impofe  up- 
on themfelves,  inftead  of  afpiring  to  that 
inward  purity  which  is  neceflary  to  qua- 
lify them  for  communion  with  God ;  they 
feem  to  have  no  higher  aim,  than  to  lull 
confcience  afleep  by  the  pradice  of  fome 

cheap 
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cheap  and  common  duties,  led  its  galling 
reproofs  fliould  alarm,  their  fears,  and  an- 
ticipate the  horrors  of  approaching  judge- 
ment. Thus  they  dream  of  fafety,  when 
deflrucftion  is  faft  coming  upon  them  ; 
and,  with  "  untempered  moriar,"  rear  up 
for  themfelves  "  a  refuge  of  lies,"  which, 
ere  long,  fliall  be  tumbled  down,  and  bury 

them  in  its  ruins. For  awakening  fuch 

perfons  from  their  fatal  fecurity,  I  have 
chofen  this  pafTage  of  Holy  Scripture, 
wherein  the  Apoftle  gives  us  a  part  of  the 
charadler  of  deceiving  hypocrites,^  or  ra- 
ther, indeed,  a  comprehenfive  defcription 
of  them  in  few  words :  They  have  a  form 
of  godlinefs^  but  deny  the  poijuer  thereof 
Their  religion  is  a  mere  carcafs,  a  body 
without  the  foul,  a  lifelefs  pidlure  or  image 
of  godlinefs :  they  afTume  the  garb  and  air 
of  fandlity,  but  are  ftrangers,  nay,  enemies, 

to  the  thing  itfelf. That  the  following 

difcourfe  may  be  "  profitable  for  dodrine, 
'*  for  reproof,  for  corredlion,  and  for  in- 
"  ftrudlion  in  righteoufnefs,'*  I  Ihall,  in 
the 

Firji  place,  endeavour  to  open  the  nature 
I  .   of 
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of  true  gd'dlinefs^  and  to  fliow  wherein  the 
life  ^nd  power  of  it  coniifl. 

Secondly^  I  fliall  inquire,  whence  it  is,  that 
any  who  deny  the  poiver  of  godlinefs  fhould 
fubmit  to  the  drudgery  of  pradifing  the 
farms  of  it  ? — and  then  point  out  the  im- 
provements which  both  faints  and  fmners 
ought  to  make  of  this  fubjed:. 

Godliness,  in  general,  is  the  fubjeflion 
or  devotednefs  of  the  foul  to  God  himfelf. 
It  is  the  pra6lical  acknowledgement  of  his 
unlimited  fovereignty,  and  the  unreferved 
dedication  of  the  whole  man  to  his  fervice ; 
or,  to  fpeak  in  the  emphatical  language  of 
this  Apoftle,  it  is  "  Chrifl:  formed"  in  the 
heart,  by  the  powerful  energy  of  the  Holy 
Spirit :  in  confequence  whereof,  the  perfon 
becomes  "  a  new  creature,"  both  with  re- 
gard to  his  temper  and  pradice ;  "  he  par- 
"  takes  of  the  divine  nature ;"  and  "  thofe 
members"  which  were  formerly  the  **  fer- 
*'  vants  of  fin,"  are  now  employed  as  "  in- 
"  flruments  of  righteoufnefs  unto  God. 

It  is  not  a  cold  alTent  to  the  truths  of  re- 
ligion J  it  is  not  a  natural  foftnefs  and  bene- 
1  volence 
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volence  of  temper ;  it  is  not  the  abftaining 
from  grofs  fins,  or  the  giving  to  God  a  cor- 
ner of  our  hearts,  and  fome  vacant  portions 
of  our  time,  w^hile  the  bulk  of  both  is  aUe- 
nated  from  him, — that  will  intitle  us  to  the 

charader  of  godly  men. As  he  only  is 

God,  who  is  univerfal  Lord,  fupreme  in 
wifdom,  in  power,  and  in  goodnefs ;  £0 
that  07ily  is  godlinefs  which  reveres  and  ho» 
nours  God,  in  a  way  fuited  to  that  high 
and  incommunicable  chara(5ter. — Genuine 
piety  expreffeth  itfelf  thus  x  "  Whom  have  I 
"  in  heaven  but  thee,  O  Lord  ?  there  is 
''  none  upon  earth  that  I  defire  befides  thee." 
We  are  not  godly ^  whatever  we  profefs  or 
feem,  if,  in  our  moft  deliberate  and  affec- 
tionate choice,  we  do  not  prefer  the  one  true 
God,  and  the  enjoyment  of  his  favour,  to 
all  that  can  be  found  throughout  the  wide 
extent  of  his  works;  if  we  make  not  his  will 
the  meafure  of  ours,  his  law  the  fovereign 
guide  of  our  condufl,  and  his  glory  the 
ultimate  end  of  our  obedience.  But  more 
particularly,  in  the 

Firjl  place,  Godlifiefs  includes  a  fupreme 
love  to  God  himfelf,  and  a  conitant  prevail- 

Vol.  L  H  ing 
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ing  defire  to  pleafe  him,  mixed  with  a  holy 
reverential  awe,  or  fear  of  offending  him.  I 
have  joined  ihefe  together,  becaufe  they  ap- 
pear to  be  of  equal  necelTity  and  ufe,  to  con- 
ftitute  that  frame  and  temper  of  mind 
wherein  the  effence  of  piety  or  true  godlme/s 

doth  confift. Fear  is  neceffary  to  keep 

God  in  our  eye :  it  is  the  office  of  love  to. 

enthrone  him  in  our  heart. Fear  cau- 

tioufly  avoids  whatever  may  offend :  love 

yields  a  prompt  and  liberal  fervice. Fear 

regards  God  as  a  witnefs  and  judge :  love 
cleaves  to  him  as  a  friend,  nay  a  father. — 
Fear  maketh  us  watchful  and  circumfpedl : 

love  renders  us  a6live  and  refolute. In 

fliort,  they  go  hand  in  hand,  and  mutually 
affill  each  other :  Love  keeps  fear  from  being 
fervile  and  diflruftful ;  and  fear  keeps  love 
from  being  forward  and  fecure  :  and  both 
fpring  from  one  root,  namely,  Faith  in  God, 
as  a  being  poiTeHed  of  infinite  perfection, 
and  related  to  us  as  our  creator  and  gover- 
nor, our  redeemer,  and  our  judge. 

This  diflinguiflieth  true  godlinefs   from 
every  counterfeit,  or  falfe  appearance  of  it. 

The  feeming  religioufnefs  of  the^or- 

malijiy 
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mal'ijl^  is  either  aflumed  to  impofe  upon  the 
world,  without  any  regard  to  God  at  all, 
or  elfe  it  flows  entirely  from  a  tormenting 
fear  of  future  wrath  :  in  his  heart  there  is 
an  averfion  from  God  and  his  fervice,  at 
the  very  time  he  is  profefTmg  to  honour 
him  with  his  body  ;  reludant,  and  hefi* 
tating  at  every  ftep,  he  proceeds  no  farther 
in  the  road  of  duty,  than  he  thinks  may 
fuffice  to  efcape  damnation  :  he  doth  more 
than  he  would  do,  were  he  not  forced  by 
neceflity  ;  and  if  left  to  his  own  choice,  he 
would  rather  live  at  large  like  the  beads 
that  perifh,  and  render  no  homage  to  God 

at  all. , 

Secondly^  The  power  of  Godlinefs  confifls 
in  the  conqueft  of  our  corrupt  and  rebel- 
Uous  paflions.  Thefe  indeed  ftill  live  and 
fight  within  us  ;  and  will  continue  to  do 
fo,  in  one  degree  or  other,  till  death  pull 
down  thefe  earthly  tabernacles  :  but  if  we 
are  truly  fandlified,  their  flrength  fiiall 
gradually  languifh  and  decay:  vidory  is 
fown  in  that  new  nature  we  have  got ;  for 
"  whatfoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh 
"  the  world ;  ■  .  Jefus  our  Lord  fliall  ere 
H  2  "  long 
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"  long  deliver  us  from  the  body  of  this 
"  death,  and  the  God  of  peace  fhall  in  due 
"  time  bruife  Satan  underneath  our  feet." 

Whereas  the  formalift  is  altogether 

carnal;  corruption  prevails  againft  reafon 
and  confcience ;  the  flefh  gives  law ;  and 
every  faculty  of  the  mind,  every  member 
of  the  body,  is  a  willing  flave  to  its  ufurp- 

ed  authority. Perhaps  he  has  cunning 

enough  "  to  wafh  the  outfide ;"  to  refrain 
from  thofe  lins  which  would  ftain  his  re- 
putation, and  render  him  contemptible  in 
the  opinion  of  the  world:  But  all  the  while 
he  feels  no  hatred  of  fin  in  his  heart ;  his 
conformity  to  the  law  doth  not  flow  from 
an  inward  principle  of  holinefs,  but  is 
purely  an  artificial  thing,  calculated  to 
pleafe  others ;  and  he  cares  for  no  more  of 
it  than  is  abfolately  neceffary  for  attaining 
that  end. 

Thirdly^  The  power  of  godlinefs  ennobles 
the  foul  with  a  holy  indifference  to  all 
earthly  things.  The  godly  man  is  one 
whofe  treafure  is  in  heaven :  he  hath  feen 
through  the  deceit  and  vanity  of  this 
world,  and  therefore  efleems  it  but  drofs 

and 
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and  dung  in  comparifon  of  God,  and 
things  eternal :  he  is  haflening  to  the  pro- 
mifed  land  of  reft,  and  will  not  eagerly 
contend  for  an  inheritance  in  this  wilder- 
nefs,  nor  be  greatly  dejected  when  it  is  ei- 
ther with-held  or  taken  from  him.  Faith 
hath  fo  far  annihilated  this  world,  that  it  is 
become  as  nothing  in  his  eye,  and  hath  no 
bribe  to  offer,  that  is  fufhcient  to  feduce 
him  from  the  fervice  of  his  God,  or  the 
care  of  his  precious  and  immortal  foul. 
This  holy  indifference  to  earthly  things, 
this  divine  elevation  of  fentiment  and  af- 
fedlion,  is  an  eminent  part  of  the  godly 
man's  charadter,  and  one  of  the  moft  ftri- 
king  eife(5ls  of  the  power  of  religion  in  his 

heart. The  formdijl  may,  no  doubt^ 

put  on  the  appearance  of  this ;  he,  too, 
may  talk  of  his  contempt  of  the  world: 
but  when  a  trying  time  comes,  his  hypo- 
crify  and  earthly-mindednefs  will  foon  dif- 
cover  themfelves :  "  Demas  hath  forfaken 
*'  me,  (faid  Paul),  having  loved  this  pre- 
"  fent  world."  AfHiclion,  and  efpecially 
perfecution  for  the  fake  of  Chriff,  makes  a 
wide   and   vifible  diftindion   betwixt   the 

H  ^  truth 
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truth  of  grace,  and  all  the  counterfeits  of 
it.  This  is  a  tefl  which  the  formalift  can- 
not ftand;  the  predominant  interefl:  mufl: 
then  appear,  and  can  no  longer  be  conceals 
ed.  In  that  day,  all  mere  fpeculations 
about  religion  vanifli  ;  nor  can  any  thing 
fupport  the  fufferer  but  v»rhat  he  firmly  be- 
lieves and  feels  in  his  heart.  The  unfound 
profefTor  may  Iqok  big  for  a  while,  and 
part  with  many  lelTer  things  :  but  when 
matters  are  brought  to  this  crifis,  "  Sell 
^'  all  that  thou  haft,  and  take  up  the  crofs  ;'* 
renounce  every  prefent  fenfible  enjoyment 
for  the  fake  of  diftant  inviiible  bleiTings  ; 
then  he  muft  throw  afide  the  mafk,  and 
confefs  that  the  world  is  fupreme  in  his 
heart,  and  that  heaven  was  never  valued 
by  him  but  as  a  fecondary  good,  which  he 
wiflied  to  have  in  reverfion,  when  he  could 
keep  his  hold  of  this  earth  no  longer. 

Fourthly^  The  foul  that  is  under  the 
power  of  godlinefs  hath  a  vehement  thirll 
after  the  enjoyment  of  God  himfelf.  It  is 
God  in  Chrift  whom  the  godly  man  feek- 
etli  in  the  ordinances  of  religion  ;  either  to 
knov/  more  of  his  will,  or  to  have  nearer 

com- 
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communion  with  him,  or  to  receive  from 
him  frefh  fupplies  of  grace,  for  cleanfing 
and  quickening  and  comforting  his  foul. 
Thefe  are  to  him  hke  the  tree  into  which 
Zaccheus  climbed  up  that  he  might  fee  Je- 
fus ;  and  he  ufeth  them  only  for  that  end. 
Doth  he  go  to  the  fandluary  ?  it  is,  "  that 
"  he  may  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord, 
•'  and  inquire  in  his  temple."    Doth  he  ap- 
approach  the  altar  ?  it  is,  that  he  may  meet 
with  "  God  his  exceeding  joy."     "  As  the 
"  hart  panteth  for  the  brooks  of  water,  fo 
"  pants  his  thirfly  longing  foul  for  God, 
"  even  the   living  God ;"  and  he  always 
prefers  "  the  light  of  his  countenance"  to 
the  greateft  increafe  "  of  corn  and  of  wine," 

or  whatever  elfe  this  earth  can  afford. 

Now  the  formalift  is  an  utter  (Iranger  to 
thefe  exercifes  of  the  heart :  he  feels  no 
anxiety  after  communion  with  God :  he 
prays,  but  never  troubles  himfelf  with  in- 
quiring if  his  prayer  is  accepted  :  he  goes 
to  church,  not  that  he  may  wait  upon  God, 
or  receive  fpiritual  nouriihment  from  the 
word  preached;  but  merely  to  gratify  his 
curiofity,  and  to  get  fome  addition  to  his 

H  4  ftock 
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ftock  of  notional  religion  :  he  grows  weary 
of  the  necefTary  bread  of  life:  he  loaths  that 
dry  manna,  and  reckons  every  Sabbath 
and  fermon  lofl,  in  which  he  is  not  amufed 
with  variety  and  change.  In  iliort,  he 
looks  upon  the  duties  of  religious  worfhip 
merely  as  a  talk  impofed  upon  him  by  an 
arbitrary  mafter,  who  is  too  ftrong  for  him 
to  contend  with;  and  therefore  he  performs 
them  for  his  own  fafety,  and  is  always  glad 
when  they  afe  over,  and  thinks  that  God 
hath  nothing  more  to  require  at  his  hand. 

Once  more,  in  the^/tb  place,  The  power 
of  godlinefs  is  manifefted  by  a  ftedfafl: 
courfe  of  holy  living,  by  an  uniform  and 
unreferved  obedience  to  all  God's  com- 
mandments. I  obferved,  in  the  entrance, 
that  godlinefs  is  the  fubjedlion  or  devoted- 
nefs  of  the  foul  to  God  himfelf :  and  in 
vain  do  we  pretend  to  this,  if  w^e  object 
againft  any  of  his  laws  ;  for  the  Apoftle 
James  hath  affured  us,  that  "  whofoever 
"  fnall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend 

"  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all." "  It 

"  is  not  the  calling  Chrift  Lord,  Lord,  but 
*'  the  doing  the  things  which  he  fays,"  that 

proveth 
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proveth  us  to  be  Chriftians  indeed :  "  Yea, 
**  in  this  the  children  of  God  are  manifefl:, 
"  and  the  children  of  the  devil.  He  thac 
"  doeth  not  righteoufnefs,  is  not  of  God." 
The  formalift,  as  1  have  already  admit- 
ted, may  go  a  confiderable  length  in  an 
outward  reformation  of  manners  ;  he  may 
abflain  from  pollutions  of  the  grofler  kind, 
and  even  do  many  things  that  are  materially 
good :  but  ftill  he  hath  his  exceptions : 
fome  lins  are  fo  dear  to  him,  that  he  will 
by  no  means  confent  to  part  with  them ; 
and  fome  duties  are  fo  difpleafing  to  the 
flefh,  that  he  cannot  be  reconciled  to  them 
at  any  rate  :  he  therefore  endeavours  either 
to  fuit  his  opinion  to  his  inclination,  by 
perfuading  himfelf,  that  they  are  no  duties ; 
or,  if  the  evidence  of  their  authority  is  too 
flrong  to  be  evaded,  he  may  attempt  to  do 
fomething  like  them  in  a  cold  and  fnper- 
ficial  mannner;  but  the  things  themfelves 

he  will  not  do.- Whereas  the  godly  man 

"  efteems  all  God's  commandments  con- 
**  cerning  all  things  to  be  right,  and  hates, 
"  with  a  perfed  hatred,  every  falfe  and 
*^  wicked  way."  This  is  the  habitual  lan- 
guage 


122         SERMON      IV. 

guage  of  his  foul :  "  O  that  my  ways  were 

"  diredled  to  keep  thy  ftatutes ! Show 

*'  me  thy  way,  O  Lord,  teach  me  thy  path, 
"  lead  me  in  thy  truth,  and  teach  me ;  for 
"  thou  art  the  God  of  my  falvation ;  on  thee 

"  do  I  wait  all  the  day. What  I  know 

"  not,  teach  thou  me  :  if  I  have  done  ini- 
quity, I  will  do  fo  no  more. Let  the 

words  of  my  mouth,  and  the  meditations 
of  my  heart,  be  acceptable  in  thy  fight, 
**  O  Lord,  my  flrength  and  my  redeemer." 
— "  His  delight  is  in  the  law  of  his  God  ;" 
and  inftead  of  complaining,  that  the  duties 
required  of  him  are  many  or  burthenfome, 
he  rather  rejoices,  that  he  is  furniftied 
with  fuch  a  variety  of  means  and  occa- 
lions,  of  teftifying  his  gratitude  to  that 
amiable  Sovereign,  to  whom  he  hath  de- 
voted himfelf,  and  his  all :  Love  makes  the 
Redeemer's  yoke  to  feel  eafy,  and  his  bur- 
den light  ;  and  nothing  grieves  him  fo 
much,  as  that  he  cannot  do  all  that  he 
would,  in  acknowledgement  of  thofe  mani- 
fold ineftimable  favours  he  hath  already  re- 
ceived, or  hopes  to  enjoy. 

Such  is  the  godly  maw,  and  after  this 

man- 
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manner  doth  godllmfs  exert  its  poiver^ 
"  carting  down  imaginations,  and  every 
"  high  thing  that  exaketh  itfelf  againft  the 
"  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringeth  every 
"  thought,  word,  and  adlion,  into  full  cap- 
"  tivity  to  the  obedience  of  ChrilL" 

Here  then  let  me  intreat  you,  in  the  fe- 
rious  review  of  what  hath  been  delivered 
upon  this  branch  of  the  fubjecft,  to  make  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial  of  yourfelves.  God, 
who  knoweth  all  things,  is  already  ac- 
quainted with  you  :  each  of  you  muft  very 
foon  be  acquainted  with  himfelf,  and  all 
the  world  fhall  know  you  too :  death  is  at 
hand  to  open  your  own  eyes,  and  the  laft 
judgment  fhall  publifh  your  real  chara(5ler, 
and  expofe  ic  to  the  view  of  angels  and  men; 
fo  that,  upon  all  accounts,  it  is  neceflary 
that  you  be  early  and  thoroughly  aflured  of 
your  condition.  If,  when  w^eighed  in  the 
balance,  you  are  found  wanting,  you  fhall 
have  this  advantage  by  the  difcovery,  that 
it  will  roufe  you  from  that  lethargy,  out  of 
which  the  unquenchable  fire  would  at  length 
awaken  you  ;  and  powerfully  incite  you  to 
do  fomething  for  your  fafety,  ere  it  be  too 

late: 
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late :  "  God's  arm  is  not  fhortened  that  it 

"  cannot  fave,  neither  is  his  ear  heavy  that 

".  it  cannot  hear."     The  Lord  Jefus  is  flill 

as  "  mighty  as  ever,  to  fave  to  the  utter- 

"  moft  all  who  come  unto  God  by  him ;" 

and  there  is  nothing  that  puts  you  fo  far 

out  of  the  road  of  his  mercy,  as  felf-deceit 

and  prefumption  do.      Let  your  cafe  be 

ever  fo  bad ;  yet,  if  you  are  truly  feniible 

of  it,  and  apply  to  him  for  relief,  you  Ihall 

find  him,  at  all  times,  ready  vsrith  open  arms 

to  receive  you :  nay,  he  invites  you  to  come 

to  him  in  the  mildefl  terms  of  condefcen- 

fion  and  grace  j  '*  Come  unto  me,  all  ye 

*'  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 

"  will  give  you  reft."     So  that  the  moft 

compaflionate  and  friendly  office  that  a  mi- 

nifter  of  the  gofpel  can  perform,  is  to  call 

upon  finners  loudly  and  repeatedly,  **  to 

examine  and  prove  their  ownfelves,"  that 

from  an  alarming  fenfe  of  danger,   they 

may  be  compelled,  by  a  happy  neceffity,  to 

flee  for  refuge  to  that  Almighty  Saviour, 

who  alone  can  deliver  them  from  the  wrath 

to  come.     This  indeed  is  the  principal  aim 

of  my  difcourfe;  I  have  furnifhed  you  with 

feveral 
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feveral  charadlers  of  true  godllnefs,  by  the 
help  of  which  you  may  difcover  whether 

you  are  polftfled  of  it  or  not. Thefe  I 

now  leave  with  you,  that  every  man's  con- 
fcience  may  apply  them  to  himfelf  in  par- 
ticular, and  pronounce  fentence  according 

to  the  evidence  it  may  find  ; and  fliall 

proceed  to  inquire,  very  briefly,  in  the 

Second  place,  Whence  it  is,  that  any  who 
deny  the  power  of  godlinefs,  Ihould  fubmit 
to  the  drudgery  of  maintaining  the  form  of 
it? 

With  refpedl  to  many,  it  may  be  faid, 
that  they  appear  in  the  form  of  godlinefs  by 
mere  accident ;  becaufe  it  happens  to  be  in 
repute  among  thofe  with  whom  they  con- 
verfe.  They  go  to  church,  purely  becaufe 
others  do  it ;  they  obferve  an  outward  de- 
corum of  manners,  to  avoid  fingularity, 
and  walk  the  cuftomary  round  of  duties 
from  a  natural  timidity,  or  perhaps  civility, 
of  temper,  which  will  not  fuffer  them  to 
do  any  thing  that  may  be  fhocking  or  offen- 
five  to  their  friends  or  neighbours.  Of  this 
fort,   numbers  are  to  be  found  in  every 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian  fociety:  they  want  boldnefs,  or 
perhaps  invention,  to  become  originals,  by 
flriking  out  a  new  path  for  themfelves;  and 
therefore  they  go  along  with  the  multitude, 
comply  with  the  prevailing  cuflom,  and 
have  no  other  rule  of  life  but  this  fliort 
convenient  one,  to  be  always  in  fafliion, 
and  to  do  what  others  are  doing  around 
them. 

Ambition  may  be  confidered  as  another 
fource  of  formality.  Men  have  fagacity 
enough  to  difcover,  that  reputation  is 
power;  and  that  the  more  a  perfon  is 
efteemed,  the  greater  authority  and  influ- 
ence he  will  have  :  and  therefore,  when 
religion  is  in  credit,  the  greateft  enemies 
to  the  power  of  godlinefs  often  betake 
themfelves  to  its  outward  form,  which 
they  employ  as  a  ladder  for  helping  them 
to  climb  into  a  higher  place,  where,  with 
greater  eafe,  they  may  poflefs  the  means 
of  gratifying  their  pride,  and  luft  of  do- 
mination. 

It   fometimes   happens   too,   that   cove- 

toufnefs,  or  the  love  of  money,  hath  no 

inconfiderable  hand  in   making  men   af- 

I  fume 
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fume  the  form  of  godliiiefs.  This  was 
the  juft  reproach  of  the  Pharifees,  thofe 
noted  formal ifts  in  the  Jewlfli  church : 
They  failed  often,  they  prayed  long,  they 
abounded  in  wafhings,  and  in  many  bo- 
dily auflerities ;  but  our  Saviour  hath  af- 
fured  us,  that  they  did  all  "  to  be  feen 
"  of  men."  They  were  mere  pretenders 
to  devotion  ;  they  lived  by  that  crafty  and 
ufed  the  forms  of  religion  merely  as  an 
engine  for  drawing  the  eftates  of  widows 
and  orphans  into  their  own  hands,  chat, 
under  the  truft  of  managing  them  for 
their  behoof,  they  might  the  more  fecurely 
and  fuccefsfully  enrich  themfelves  at  their 
coft. 

The  two  lafl  are  defigning  formalifls, 
who  know,  or  at  leaft  who  may  know, 
that  they  are  hypocrites ;  ftrangers,  nay, 
enemies,  to  the  power  of  that  godlinefs 
which  they  outwardly  profefs  to  efteem  and 
honour. 

But  there  are  others  who  pradife  the 
forms  of  religion  to  quiet  and  pacify  a 
natural  confcience;  and  do  fo  many  things, 
that,  in  appearance   at  leaft,  they  are   not 

far 
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fa?' from  the  kingdom  of  God:  but  (till   they 
refifl  the  fpirit  of  grace,  and  will  not  iub- 
mit    to    the   power    of  godlinefs.      Reafon 
teacheth  them,  that  as  their  being  is  deri- 
ved from  God,   fo   their  well-being  mud 
wholly  depend  upon  his  favour ;   and  re- 
velation proclaims,  in  the  ftrongefl  terms, 
that  without  holinefs  no  man  foall  fee  God. 
Hence  they  fee,  that  a  grofsly  wicked  and 
profligate   courfe   of  life,    w^ould    at   once 
cut  them  off  from  all  hope  of  happinefs  ; 
and  as  they  cannot  bear  the  thoughts  of 
being  eternally  miferable,  therefore  fome- 
thing   muft  be   done  in   the   mean  time, 
to  keep  the  garrifon  in  peace.     Were  they 
prefently  to  conclude  themfelves  in  a  ftate 
of  condemnation,  their  fenfual  enjoyments 
would  immediately  lofe  their  relifh,   and 
the   profpedl   of  future  approaching  ven- 
geance  would  embitter  and  poifon  every 
comfort   they    pofTefs.      To    remedy   this, 
they  advance  a  few  fleps  in  the  ways  of 
godlinefs,  and  frame  a  religion  for  them- 
felves,  compofed  of  as   much   truth   and 
duty  as    may  confift   with    their   worldly 
profperity   and    pleafures ;    which,    while 

it 
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it  leaves  them  fufficlent  room  to  profecute 
their  carnal  aims,  doth  at  the  fame  time 
ferve  for  a  fheath  to  confcience,  to  keep  it 
from  wounding  them  when  they  are  bu- 
lled in  the  brutifli  fervice  of  their  lulls. 
Prefent  eafe  is  what  they  chiefly  covet; 
and  they  choofe  no  more  of  religion  than 
ferves  that  purpofe. 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  (how, 
whence  it  is,  that  mien  who  deny  the 
power  of  godlinefs  fubmit  to  the  drudgery 
of  maintaining  the  form  thereof.  Some 
do  it  to  impofe  upon  the  world,  that  they 
may  gratify  their  ambitious  or  covetous 
deiires ;  and  others  do  it  to  impofe  upon 
themfelves,  that  they  may  not  be  "  tor- 
"  mented  before  the  time." 

And  now,  let  me  addrefs  my  difcourfe 
to  thofe  who,  from  what  they  have  heard, 
are  in  fome  meafure  convinced  that  they 
are  the  perfons  defcribed  in  this   pafFage, 

"  How  long,  O  ye  fons  of  men,  will 

"  ye  love  vanity  ? How    long  will  ye 

"  fpend  your  money  for  that  which  is 
"  not  bread,  and  your  labour  for  that 
"  which  cannot  profit  you  ?"    How  long 

Vol.  I.  I  will 
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will  you  court  the  deceiving  fliadow  of 
godlinefs,  and  fly  from  the  fubftance, 
which  would  certainly  enrich  and  fave 
you  ?  The  prodigal's  punifhment  is  your 
choice;  you  feed  upon  huflcs,  when  there 
is  bread  enough  in  your  father's  houfe, 
and  to  fpare :  you  take  all  the  trouble  of 
appearing  rehgious,  and  tafte  none  of  the 
comforts  that  religion  affords  ;  you  en- 
dure all  the  fatigue  of  acfling  a  conftrain- 
ed  artificial  part  before  men,  when,  by 
yielding  to  the  power  of  godlinefs,  you 
might  with  lefs  labour,  and  infinite  de- 
light, become  the  very  perfons  you  feign 
yourfelves  to  be.  When  you  rejedl  the 
truth  and  reality  oi  godlinefs^  how  can  you 
painfully  adhere  to  the  form  of  it  ?  Or, 
when  you  go  the  length  of  being  very 
pundlual  in  the  externals  of  religion,  why 
do  you  not  go  a  little  farther^  and  fludy 
to  be  really  and  inwardly,  what  you 
outwardly  profefs,  and  would  feem  to 
be? 

Is  it  the  praife  of  men  that  you  covet  ? 
This  at  beft  is  but  an  empty  fading  thing; 
neither  can  you  be  fure  of  attaining  it.     At 

any 
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any  rate,  the  foundation  of  it  fliall  be  takeii 
away  at  the  final  judgment,  when  every  dif-*- 
guile  fliall  be  Gripped  off,  and  the  hidden 
works  of  darknefs  Iball  be  brought  to  light. 
Nay,  God  may  detedl  your  bafe  hypocrify 
even  before  you  leave  this  world ;  fo  that, 
as  it  is  written.  Job  xxvii.  23.  "  Men  fl:iall 
"  clap  their  hands  at  you,  and  hifs  you  out 

"  of  your  place." Is  it  riches  you  feek 

by  your  fecming  religioufnefs  ?  In  this  like- 
wife  you  maybedifappointed,  according  to 
that  other  threatening  denounced  againft  the 
hypocrite,  'Job  xxvii.  16.  "  Though  he 
"  heap  up  fiiver  as  the  duft,  and  prepare 
"  raiment  as  the  clay ;  he  may  prepare  it, 
"  but  the  juft  fliall  put  it  on,  and  the  inno^ 
"  cent  fhall  divide  the  filver."  Befidesj 
**  Riches  profit  not  in  the  day  of  God's 
"  wrath  :"  And  after  all,  "  What  is  the  hope 
"  of  the  hypocrite  though  he  hath  gained, 
"  when  the  Lord  taketh  away  his  foul  ?" — • 
**  Can  the  rufli  grow  up  without  mire  ?  can 
"  the  flag  grow  without  water  ?  While  it  is 
"  yet  in  its  greennefs,  and  not  cut  down, 
"  it  withereth  before  any  other  herb.  So 
"  are  the  paths  of  all  that  forget  God,  and 

I  2  "  the 
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"  the  hypocrite's  hope  fhall  perifh :  whofe 
"  hope  lliall  be  cut  off,  and  whofe  trull 
"  fliall  be  a  fpider's  web.  He  fhall  lean 
**  upon  his  houfe,  but  it  fliall  not  (land  ;  he 
"  fhall  hold  it  faft,  but  it  fliall  not  endure :" 
And,  oh!  how  vain  is  that  hope,  which 
fhall  "  perifli"  at  the  very  time  when  enjoy- 
ment is   expe(5led. Be  awakened  then, 

ye  felf-deceivers,  and  know  that  your  for- 
mality, like  the  harlot's  paint,  is  only  a 
falfe  and  borrowed  beauty,  which  fhall  melt 
away  when  you  draw  near  the  fire:  and 
however  you  may  now  hope,  while  under 
the  threatenings  of  God,  be  alTured  that  you 
fliall  not  be  able  to  hope  when  under  the  exe- 
cution of  them  ;  defpair  fliall  then  become 
effential  to  your  mifery. — My  brethren,  a 
dream  fa  tranfient,  fo  momentary,  is  not 
worth  the  having;  for  the  Lord's  fake,  then, 
awake  in  time,  repent  unfeignedly  of  your 
paft  hypocrify,  and  "  give  no  fleep  to  your 
"  eyes,  nor  flumber  to  your  eye-lids,"  till 
your  fouls  be  acquainted  with  the  power  of 
godlinefs,  that  you  may  have  fomething 
better  to  lean  upon  than  delufive  forms, 
when  all  earthly  props  fliall  flide  from  be- 
neath 
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neath  you :  *'  O  feek  the  Lord  while  he  Is 
"  yet  to  be. found,  and  call  upon  him  while 
"  he  is  near." 

But  there  are  (inners  of  another  kind,  to 
whom  this  fubje(5l  leads  me  to  fpeak  ;  thofe, 
I  mean,  who  have  not  fo  much  as  the  form 

ofgodlinefs. You,  I  doubt  not,  have  got 

a  great  deal  to  fay  againft  hypocrites  ;  per- 
haps too  you  are  very  well  pleafed  that  fo 
much  has  been  faid  to  expofe  them  in  the 
courfe  of  this  fermon  ;  and  now  you  exult 
in  the  thought,  that  fuch  a  hateful  deno- 
mination cannot  be  applied  to  you  ;  if  you 
are  not  godly,  yet  furely  you  are  honeft ; 

for  you  do  not  pretend   to  be  godly. 

We  fliall,  by  and  by,  examine  your  boafted 
honefty ;  in  the  mean  time,  it  deferves  your 
ferious  confideration,  that,  by  your  own 
confeflion,  you  are  in  great  meafure  uleleis 
in  the  world ;  as  you  contribute  nothing 
either  to  the  glory  of  God,  or  to  the  fpiritual 
improvement  of  your  brethren  around  you. 
— Now,  here  the  formalift  hath  plainly  the 
advantage  of  you :  for  though  he  negle(5^s 
and  deflroys  his  own  foul ;  yet,  by  his  fair 
outlide,   and  perhaps  by  the  exercife  of  his 

I  3  gifts, 
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gifts,  he  may  recommend  religion  to  the 
efteem  and  choice  of  others  ;  hke  the  iign^ 
pofl,  which,  though  it  hath  its  ftation  with- 
out,  doth  neverthelefs  mark  the  door  to 
flrangers,  and  invite  them  into  the  houfe  j 
whereas  you  neither  enter  in  yourfelves,  nor 
give  any  ailiftance  to  others ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  do  much  to  difcourage  and  hin- 
der them. — : — But  honefty,  you  fay,  is  the 
quahfication  you  chiefly  value,  and  you  are 
confident  that  your  claim  to  that  is  un- 
queflionable. — — Not  fo  unqueftionable  as 
you  imagine. — ' — As   you   do  not   profefs 
Atheifm,   you  mud  be  underftood  to  ac- 
knowledge the  being  of  a  God ;  and  as  you 
have  not  publicly  renounced  your  baptifm, 
you  certainly  mean  to  pafs  for  Chriftians. 
None  of  you,  I  fuppofe,  are  willing  to  be 
reputed  the  enemies  of  God  and  of  Chrift  ; 
on  the  contrary,  would  you  not  exclaim 
againft  that  naan  as  a  cenforious  malevolent 
hypocrite,  who  fhould  venture  to  hint  the 
remotefl:  fufpicion  of  this  kind  ? — And  now 
wherein  doth  yovir  honefty  lie  ?  You  would 
be  thought  to  love,  yet  you  live  in  open 
contempt  of  his  authority,  while  you  with- 

hQl4 
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hold  that  worfhip  and  homage  which  are 

due  to  him  :  Is  this  honefty  ? You  call 

yourfelves  Chriflians,  yet  you  pra<5lically  re- 
jedl  the  inftitutions  of  Chrift,  and  caft  his 
mod  facred  commandments  behind  your 
back :  Is  that  to  be  honeft,  to  profefs  one 
thing,  and  to  do  the  contrary? — This,  I 
apprehend,  is  the  very  eflence  of  hypocrify : 
fo  that  if  you  hate  hypocrites,  you  are  bountl 
in  juftice  to  hate  yourfelves  j  for  even  you 
are  hypocrites  no  lefs  than  the  formalifl, 
though  you  are  not  commonly  branded 
•with  that  opprobrious  title.  The  difference 
betwixt  you  lies  chiefly  in  this  :  Theforma- 
lift  is  a  fort  of  bafliful  hypocrite,  who,  be- 
caufe  he  cannot  deny  the  debt,  makes  a 
fliew  of  paying  part,  and  would  be  thought 
to  pay  the  whole  :  whereas  the  profane  ftn^ 
ner^  who  retains  the  appellation  of  Chrift'um^ 
though  he  pays  no  part  of  what  he  ac- 
knowledgeth  to  be  due,  would  neverthelefs 
be  reputed  an  honeft  man ;  and  therefore 
he  too  is  a  hypocrite  as  well  as  the  other, 
with  as  little  fenfe,  and  with  much  lefs  mo- 

defty. 

I  fhall  conclude  this   difcourfe  with  a 
1  4  few 
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ew  advices,  for  the  help  of  thofc  who  are 
aiming  at  real  godlinefs^  and  would  not 
be  deceived  with  names  and  counterfeits. 

Let  your  religion,  then,  my  dear  friends, 
be  principally  feated  in  the  heart;  and 
never  reckon  that  you  are  pofTefTed  of  it, 
fo  long  as  it  lodges  merely  in  the  under- 
ftanding.  Knowledge  and  faith  are  in  or- 
der to  pradlice;  and  we  neither  know  nor 
believe  to  any  good  purpofe,  unlefs  our 
knowledge  and  faith  influence  our  prac- 
tice, and  make  us  truly  better  men. 

Be  fure  to  live  upon  the  great  fundamen- 
tals of  religion,  and  let  not  your  attention 
to  thefe  be  diverted  by  an  intemperate 
zeal  about  lefTer  things.  Place  not  your 
religion  in  difputable  points  and  ineffec- 
tual opinions,  but  in  thofe  weightier  mat- 
ters of  the  law  and  gofpel,  which  are 
of  undoubted  importance,  and  in  which 
holy  men,  among  all  the  different  deno- 
minations of  Chriflians,  are  better  agreed 
than  is  commonly  apprehended. — — Choofe 
God  for  your  portion  and  felicity ;  be- 
ware of  thinking,  that  any  thing  befides 
himfelf  is  neceflary  to  make  you  happy ; 

and 
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and  live  daily  upon  Chrift  Jefus,  as  the 
only  Mediator  by  whom  you  can  either 
have   accefs  to   God,   or  acceptance  with 

him.- Indulge  no  fin;    plead  for  no 

infirmity;  but  make  it  the  daily  bufinefs 
of  your  lives,  to  "  mortify  the  deeds  of 
"  the  body,"    and  "  to  crucify  the  fleih 

"  with  its  affections  and  lulls." Walk 

continually  as  in  the  fight  of  a  holy,  juft, 
and  heart- fearching  God ;  and  fludy  to  be 
the  fame  in  fecret  that  you  willi  to  ap- 
pear in  public. Reft  not  in  a  low  de- 
gree of  holinefs,  but  love,  and  long,  and 

ftrive   for  the  higheft. And   for  thefe 

purpofes,  pray  without  ceafing  for  thofe 
promifed  influences  of  divine  grace,  which 
alone  can  heal  your  difeafed  natures,  and 
carry  you  forward  from  one  degree  of  ho- 
linefs to  another,  till,  being  ripened  for 
glory,  an  entrance  fhall  in  due  time  be 
miniftered  unto  you  abundantly  into  the 
everlafting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour Jefus  Chrift.  To  whom,  with  the 
Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glory  and 
honour,  dominion  and  thankfgiving,  for 
ever  and  ever.     Amen, 

SE  R- 
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Isaiah  liii.  3. 

He  is  defpifed  and  reje&ed  of  men : — Be  ivas 
de/pi/ed,  and  we  ejleemed  htm  not. 


THAT  the  whole  of  this  chapter  relates 
to  the  MelTiah,  is  fo  -aniverfally  ac- 
knowledged, that  I  need  not  fpend  any  of 
your  time  in  proving  it :  and  whofoever 
hath  read  the  hiflory  of  our  Saviour's  life 
with  a  proper  degree  of  attention,  cannot 
fail  to  have  remarked  the  exadl  accomplifh- 
ment  of  that  part  of  the  prophecy  which 
I  have  chofen  for  the  fubjedl  of  the  fol- 
lowing difcourfe. "  Chrift  came  unto 

**  his  own,  but  his  own  received  him 
"  not."  The  learned,  the  rich,  and  the 
mighty  among  the  Jews,  were  almoft  uni- 
verfally  combined  againft  him ;  the  mod 
oppofite  parties,  the  Pharifees  and  the  Sad- 
ducees,  united  their  endeavours  to  difcre- 

dit 
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dh  his  do6lrine  and  mifTion:  lie  was  con- 
demned by  the  fuprcme  council  of  the 
nation  as  an  impoftor  and  blafphemer  ; 
nay,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  difown- 
ed  him  in  the  mo  ft  public  and  contemp- 
tuous manner  before  Pontius  Pilate  the 
Roman  governor*  crying  out  as  with  one 
voice,  "  Away  with  him,  away  with  him ! 
"  crucify  him,  crucify  him!"  Thus  was 
he  defpifed  and  rejeSled  of  men^  in  the  days 
of  his  humiliation,  to  which  the  prophet 
more  immediately  refers. 

But  as  the  Jews  are  not  the  only  people 
chargeable  with  this  crime ;  as  Chrift  hath 
been,  and  flill  is,  defpifed  and  reje&ed  by 
many,  even  by  many  of  thofe  who  were 
baptized  into  his  church,  and  are  called  by 
his  name;  we  may  be  allowed  to  confider 
the  prediction  in  my  text,  as  reaching  be- 
yond the  time  of  our  Saviour's  abode  on 
this  earth,  and  looking  forward  to  all  that 
injurious  contempt,  which,  in  after  ages, 
fhould  be  cafh  upon  the  blefled  Jefus,  by 
pretended  friends,  as  well  as  by  open  and 
profelTed  enemies. 

In  this  large  extent  I  fliall  at  prefent  take 

the 
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the  liberty  to  difcourfe  upon  thefe  words. 
And  my  defign  is^—firjij  To  fliow  4n  what 
refpecfls  it  may  ftill  be  faid  that  men  defpife 
and  rejedt  the  Saviour ;  -dXiA^—fecondly ^  To 
inquire,  whence  it  is  that  they  do  this  ? — 
After  which,  I  fhall  lay  before  you  the 
heinous  nature  of  th^ir  guilt;  and  diredl 
you  to  the  proper  improvement  of  the 
whole. 

I  BEGIN  with  fhowing  in  what  refpedls 
it  may  ftill  be  faid  that  Chriji  is  defpifdd  and 
rejeSled  of  men. 

True  it  is,  that  his  glorious  perfon  is  no 
more  expofed  to  the  outrage  of  men.  That 
body  which  was  "  fcourged,"  "  buffeted,'* 
*'  fpit  upon,"  and  *'  crucified,"  is  far  be- 
yond the  reach  of  any  fuch  abufive  treat- 
ment. He  is  now  exalted  to  his  Father's 
right  hand ;  where  he  is  adored  and  wor- 
fliipped  with  the  moft  lowly  reverence  by 
all  the  heavenly  hoft.  But  yet  there  are 
fome  other,  and  no  lefs  criminal,  refpedls, 
in  which  he  is  ftill  defpifed  and  reje&ed  of 
many. 1  fpeak  not  here  of  thofe  bap- 
tized infidels,  who  openly  "  deny  the  Lord 

"  that 
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"  that  botight  them,"  and  traduce  the 
•whole  of  his  religion  as  a  mere  hviman 
contrivance; — neither  fliall  I  take  much 
notice  of  thofe  who,  while  they  profefs  a 
general  regard  to  Chrift,  do,  at  the  fame 
time,  entertain  and  pubUih  opinions  evi- 
dently inconfiftent  with  a  real  efleem  of 
him :  though  it  cannot  be  wholly  over- 
looked, that  fuch  there  are  in  the  Chriftian 
world; — fome  denying  his  divinity,    and 

others  his  fatisfadlion ; fome  difowning 

the  neceffity,   and   others   the  virtue  and 

efficacy  of  his  grace: All  which  are  fo 

many  different  ways  of  vilifying  the  great 
Redeemer,  and  detracSling  from  his  true 
honour  and  dignity. — But,  paffing  thefe, 
my  defign  is,  to  fhow,  that  even  among 
fuch  as  you,  my  brethren,  who  I  truft  are 
not  tainted  with  thefe  doctrinal  errors,  it  is 
poffible  to  find  fome  who  ungratefully  defpife 
and  reject  the  Saviour.  May  God  open 
their  hearts  to  recive  convidlion,  that  they 
lAay  no  longer  delude  themfelves  with  "  a 
name  to  live,"  while  they  are  fpiritually 
"  dead,"  and  liable  to  everlafting  deftruc- 
tion. 

In 
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In  general,  then,  all  who  are  grofsly  ig* 
norant  of  the  religion  of  Jefus,  muft  ne- 
cefTarily  be  reputed  defpifers  of  him:  for 
as  the  means  of  acquiring  knowledge  are 
fo  eafy,  and  the  opportunities  of  receiving 
inflrudion  fo  frequent,  it  muft  be  owing  to 
fome  culpable  negled  of  their  own,  if  any 
who  are  capable  of  learning  other  things, 
be  unacquainted  with  the  great  dodlrines 
of  Chriflianity  ;  and  this  negledl  too  plain- 
ly betrays  a  contemptuous  difregard  of 
Chrift  himfelf. 

More  particularly,  men  may  be  faid  to 
defpife  Chrift,  when  they  do  not  receive  him 
as  their  alone  Saviour,  as  the  true,  the  li- 
ving, nay,  the  only  way  to  the  Father.^ 
He  is  fet  forth  in  Scripture  as  the  fole  me- 
diator between  God  and  man ;  who,  by 
his  atoning  facrifice,  hath  fatisfied  divine 
juftice,  and  purchafed  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
heal  our  difeafed  natures,  and  thereby  ren- 
der us  meet  for  the  perfedlion  of  our  happi- 
nefs,  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  God  wito 
cannot  behold  iniquity :  fo  that  we  do  not 
properly  exprefs  our  efteem  of  him,  unlefs 
we  acknowledge   him  in   that   important 

charader. 
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charadler,  and  pay  to  him  thofe  pradical 

regards  which  it  claims. To  honour 

him  is,  to  acquiefce,  thankfully,  in  this  or- 
dinance of  God  for  redeeming  his  fallen 
creatures;  it  is,  to  renounce  all  hope  of 
being  juftified  or  faved  by  any  other  means, 
and  to  rely  wholly  upon  the  facrifice  and 
intercefTion  of  this  High  Prieft,  for  the  par- 
don of  our  fins,  and  the  acceptance  of  our 
perfons  with  God ;  it  is,  to  apply  that 
blood  to  ourfelves  which  "  cleanfeth  from 
"  all  fin,"  and  to  receive  his  fpirit  to  dwell 
within  us,  and  to  fway  the  fceptre  over  air 

the  powers  and  faculties  of  our  fouls.- • 

A  lawyer  is  honoured  when  men  employ 
him,  and  commit  their  caufe  to  his  ma- 
nagement; a  phyfician  is  honoured  when 
men  apply  to  him  for  advice,  and  ufe  his 
prefcriptions  for  their  cure : — In  like  man- 
ner, the  great  Advocate  with  the  Father,  and 
the  fovereign  Phyfician  of  fouls,  is  ho- 
noured, not  when  men  talk  well  of  him, 
and  verbally  profefs  an  efleem  of  him,  but 
when  they  adlually  commit  their  caufe  to 
him,  and  place  their  entire  dependence  up- 
on him  for  pardon  and  grace,  and  complete 

fal- 
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falvation ;  and  they  that  come  fhort  of  this, 
are  in  reality  no  other  than  defpifers  of 
Chrift ;  and,  as  fuch,  {hall  be  difowned  by 
him  at  his  fecond  coming. 

Again,  Chrift  is  defpijed  and  rejtEled  of 
men^  when  they  practically  deny  his  autho- 
rity, by  breaking  his  commandments.  We 
are  exprefsly  told,  "  that  all  power  is  com- 
"  mitted  to  him  in  heaven  and  on  earth  ; 
'*  - — for  God  hath  put  all  things  under  his 
"  feet,  and  given  him  to  be  head  over  all 
"  things  for  the  church."  Now,  to  ho- 
nour him  in  this  charadler,  is  to  yield  a 
cheerful  and  unreferved  obedience  to  his 
laws;  it  is  to  acknowledge  his  fovereignty 
over  us,  and  his  property  in  us,  not  only 
as  our  Creator,  but  likewife  as  our  Re- 
deemer, who  hath  bought  us  with  his  blood; 
and  in  confequence  thereof,  to  glorify  him 
both  with  our  bodies  and  our  fpirits,  which 
are  his.  Therefore,  all  they  who  make 
their  own  will  the  rule  of  their  condudl, 
who  do  not  refign  themfelves  entirely  to 
the  difpofal  and  government  of  this  King  of 
Zion,  whatever  ther  profefTion  be,  they 
certainly  defpife  and  rejetft  him  ;  and  tho' 

not 
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not  in  words  perhaps,  yet  by  their  deeds 
they  fay  with  the  rebelUous  Jews,  "  We  ivill 
"  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us.  Why 
"  call  ye  me  Lord,  Lord,"  faid  our  Savi- 
our, "  and  do  not  the  things  which  I  (ay  ?" 
plainly  intimating,  that  all  outward  ex- 
prefliona  of  efteem,  are  mere  hypocrify  and 
empty  grimace,  without  a  fincere  and  unli- 
mited liibjedlion  to  his  laws. 

Further,  men  dcfpife  Chrift,  when  they 
do  not  give  him  the  chief  room  in  their 
hearts,  and  prefer  him  in  their  choice  to 
every  thing  elfe.  The  language  of  a  true 
difciple  is,  "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 
"  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
"  whom  I  delire  befides  thee."  If  Chrift 
be  not  efteemed  and  loved  above  every 
thing,  he  is  not  truly  efteemed  or  loved  at 
all :  and  this  I  take  to  be  the  meaning  of 
thefe  ftrong  expreffions,  Luke  xiv.  26.  "  If 
"  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his 
"  father  and  mother,  and  wife  and  chil- 
"  dren,  and  brethren  and  (ifters,  yea,  and 
"  his  own  life  alfo,  he  cannot  be  my  dif- 
"  ciple."  They  who  are  not  willing  to 
part  with  eafe  and  pleafures,  with  riches 

Vol.  I.  K,  and 


146  SERMON      V. 

and  honours,  and  friends,  with  whatever  is 
dear  to  them  in  a  prefent  world,  nay,  with 
hfe  itfelf,  for  Chrift's  fake,  plainly  difcover 
that  they  have  no  jufl  fenfe  of  his  worth 
and  excellence :  They  who  do  not  prefer 
him  to  the  whole  world,  and  cannot  reft  in 
his  love  as  a  fuihcient  portion,  without  any 
thing  elfe,  pretend  what  they  will,  they  do 
not  truly  efteem  him.  And,  to  conclude 
this  head, 

They  too  muft  be  numbered  among  the 
defpifers  of  Chrift,  who  do  not  publicly  con- 
fefs  him  before  men,  or  who  wilfully  ne- 
gledl  any  of  thofe  ordinances  he  hath  infti- 
tuted,  as  the  methods  of  teftifying  our  fub- 
je6lion  to  him,  and  the  means  of  receiving 
benefits  from  him.  I  really  do  not  fee  how 
any  man  can  be  faid  to  efteem  Chrift,  who 
doth  not  embrace  every  proper  opportuni- 
ty of  converfing  with  him,  or  of  hearing 
tidings  concerning  him :  and,  in  particular, 
the  habitual  negledl  of  focial  worftiip,  ei- 
ther in  the  family  or  in  the  church,  hath 
fuch  a  ftrong  appearance  of  eftrangement 
and  difregard,  that  it  is  hard  for  me  to 
conceive,    how  any  perfon  can  perfift  in 

it, 
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it,  who  doth  not  in  his  heart  defpife  the 
Saviour. 

Thus  have  I   endeavoured  to  fliow,  in 
what  refpecfls  it  may  be  faid,  even  at  this 
prefent  time,  that  Chrifl  is  deJiy'iJed  and  re^ 
je^ed  of  men. 

The  caufes  of  this  contempt  are  they^- 
cond  thing  to  be  inquired  into.  And  I  ap- 
prehend— x\\t  jirjl  and  main  caufe  of  this 
contempt  of  Chrift  among  the  hearers  of 
the  gofpel,  is  a  fecret  unbeUef  which  they 
are  not  aware  of.  For  did  they  truly  be- 
heve  the  do(flrine  concerning  the  Saviour ; 
— that  he  only  "  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
"  the  life ;  and  that  no  man  cometh,"  or 
can  come,  "  to  the  Father,  but  by  him  ;** 
— that  he  is  God's  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
he  is  well  pleafed  \ — and  that  without  an 
interefl  in  him,  and  entire  fubje(5lion  to 
him,  they  cannot  be  faved ; — it  would  be 
impofTible  to  defpife  him  in  any  of  thefe 
ways  I  have  mentioned :  for  to  them  ivho 
thus  believe^  Chr'ijl  is^  and  muft  be,  precious. 
But  men  deceive  themfelves  :  they  have  a 
vague,    confufed,   and  indeterminate  opi- 

K  2  nion, 
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nion,  and  are  accuflomed  to  fay  in  the  ge- 
neral, that  the  Scriptures  are  the  word  of 
God  ;  but  they  never  faw  the  evidence  of 
their  truth  in  fuch  a  light  as  to  be  tho- 
roughly perfuaded  of  it.  They  think  the 
docflrines  contained  in  the  Chriftian  revela- 
tion may  be  true  ;  but  here  they  flop  ;  and 
becaufe  they  are  not  downright  infidels, 
they  fancy  themfelves  believers,  when  in 
truth  they  are  not. 

2i//r,  The  love  of  this  world  is  another 
caufe  of  mens  contempt  of  Chrift,  and  of 
his  gofpel.  They  can  afford  him  honour- 
able titles,  and  external  homage ;  but  to 
follow  him  fully,  will  not  confifl  with  their 
worldly  defires  and  aims.  Such  was  the 
young  ruler,  who  addreffed  that  important 
queftion  to  our  Saviour,  "  Good  mafler, 
"  what  fhall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life  ?" 
Luke  xviii.  18.  He  appeared  thoughtful  and 
ferious,  beyond  v^^hat  might  have  been  ex- 
pedled  from  his  age  and  rank;  and  had 
gone  an  uncommon  length,  in  an  outward 
conformity  to  the  law  :  but  when  our  Lord 
commanded  him  "  to  fell  all,  and  give  to 
"  the  poor,  he  was  fad  at  that  faying,  and 

"  went 
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"  went  away  forrowful,  becaufe  he  had 
**  large  pofTeflions."  Of  this  we  have  a 
ftriking  illuftration  in  the  parable  of  the 
marriage- fupper,  which  is  recorded  in  the 
22d  chapter  of  Matthew's  gofpel.  The  in- 
vitation is  very  warm  and  prefllng  at  the 
4th  verfe ;  "  Behold,  1  have  prepared  my 
'*  dinner  :  my  oxen  and  my  fatlings  are 
"  killed,  and  all  things  are  ready  :  come  to 
"  the  marriage."  But  it  follows  imme- 
diately, "  They  made  light  of  it,  and  went 
"  their  ways,  one  to  his  farm,  another  to 
"  his  merchandiie."  This,  my  brethren, 
flill  continues  to  be  a  very  common  caufe 
of  mens  defpifing  and  rejecfling  Chrifl. 
They  fee  the  world,  but  they  fee  not  the 
celeftial  glory  :  the  one  is  prefent;  the  other 
only  future,  and  therefore  too  remote  to 
work  upon  their  afFeclions.  If  both  could 
be  obtained,  they  would,  no  doubt,  be 
very  well  fatisfied  ;  and  if  religion  and 
their  worldly  intereft  take  one  road,  they 
will  be  ready  enough  to  pay  the  compliment 
to  our  Lord,  and  to  fay,  that  they  follow 
him  :  but  when  thefe  feparate,  then  their 
contempt  difcovers  itfelf:    they  cleave  to 

K  3  the 
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the  world,  and  forfake  Chrill. — "  Demas 
"  hath  forfaken  me,"   faid  Paul,  *'  having 

"  loved  this  prefent  world." So  true  is 

that  faying  of  the  Apoftle  John  (i  epift, 
ii.  15.),  "If  any  man  love  the  world,  the 
"  love  of  the  Father,"  and  with  equal  rea- 
fon  we  may  add,  the  love  of  the  Redeemer, 
**  is  not  in  him." 

A  third  caufe  of  this  contempt  is  mens 
ignorance  of  their  own  condition  :  like  the 
church  of  the  Laodiceans,  they  *'  boafl,  that 
*^  they  are  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods, 
•'  and  {landing  in  need  of  nothing ;  and 
"  know  not  that  they  are  wretched,  and 
"  miferable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  na-? 
'*  ked.'^  Some  have  fo  high  an  opinion  of 
their  own  underftanding,  that  they  fee  no 
need  of  a  prophet  to  inflrud  them.  Others 
have  fuch  low  thoughts  of  the  evil  of  fin, 
and  fuch  a  conceit  of  their  own  righteouf- 
nefs  and  worth,  that  they  fee  as  little  need 
of  a  pried  to  expiate  their  guilt,  and  re- 
concile them  to  God.  A  third  fort  lay  fo 
much  (Irefs  on  their  unalTifled  powers,  and 
the  efficacy  of  their  own  refolutions  and 
endeavours,  that  a  king  to  fubd\ie  them  by 
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his  grace  and  fpirit,  appears  altogether  fu- 
perfluous.  Thus  Chriil  is  defpifed  through 
mens  ignorance  and  pride:  unacquainted 
with  their  ftate  of  darknefs,  guilt,  and  cor- 
ruption, they  rejecfl  him  who  cometh  m  the 
name  of  the  Lord  to  fave  them  ; — they  feel 
not  their  difeafes,  and  therefore  treat  the 
phyfician  with  contempt  and  fcorn.  Once 
more,  in  the 

/^th  place,  Not  a  few  pour  contempt  up- 
on Chrift,  and  rejedl  his  offers  from  day  to 
day,  from  an  opinion  that  they  may  obtain 
his  aid  at  what  time  foever  they  (hall  choofe 
to  afk  it.  They  fay  not  indeed  with  the 
Atheift, — "  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to- 
"  morrow  we  die :"  neither  do  they  fay 
with  the  grofs  Antinomian, — Let  us  lin 
without  fear,  feeing  Chrift  hath  died  for 
us,  and  is  therefore  determined  to  fave  us 
at  any  rate.  But  they  fay  what  is  equally 
abfurd.  Let  us  take  a  full  draught  of  the 
fweet  poifon  of  fin,  feeing  the  remedy  is  fo 
near  at  hand,  that  we  may  apply  it  when 
we  pleafe. — O  that  this  were  not  too  com- 
mon !  I  am  afraid,  it  will  appear  upon  in- 
i|uiry,  that  there  is  too,  too  much  of  this 
K  4  vile 
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vile  prefumption  in  our  hearts.  But  can 
there  be  a  greater  difhonour  done  to  Chrift? 
Mud  his  bloody  fuffenngs,  and  unparallel- 
led  love,  fupport  our  rebellion,  and  em- 
bolden us  to  fin  ?     Can  any  thing  be  more 

criminal  ? But  this  I  fliall  have  occafion 

to  fpeak  of  immediately ;  and  Ihall  only 
fay,  at  prefent,  that  thoufands,  and  ten 
thoufands,  have  periflied,  who  once  had 
the  remedy  as  near  them  as  you  have,  and 
who  alfo,  perhaps,  dreamed  of  the  fame  fa- 
cility in  applying  it.  To  which  I  may  add, 
that  out  of  your  own  mouths  you  fhall  be 
condemned  at  laft,  and  fhall  find  nothing 
to  plead  in  arrefl  of  judgment,  when^God 
ihall  fay  to  you,  Why  did  you  not  repent, 
and  believe  in  the  Saviour,  feeing  you 
thought  it  fo  eafy,  that  you  could  do  it 
when  you  pleafed. 

O  that  men  were  wife  !  that  they  under- 
(lood  thefe  things,  and  would  confider,  in 
this  day  of  their  merciful  vifitation,  the 
things  that  belong  to  their  peace,  before 
they  be  for  ever  hid  from  their  eyes !  I 
cannot  allow  myfelf  to  think,  that  any  of 
you  are  already  acc^uainted  with  all  the  de- 
formity 
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formity  of  the  (in  I  have  been  fpeaking  of; 
and  that,  after  viewing  it  in  its  full  dimen- 
fions,  you  are  perfectly  reconciled  to  it,  and 
refolved  to  perfift  in  it.  I  would  gladly 
hope  that  this  is  not  the  cafe;  but  ra- 
ther that  the  great  enemy  of  your  happi- 
nefs  has  hitherto  kept  you  in  the  dark, 
and  in  great  meafure  concealed  from  you, 
both  your  guilt  and  your  danger.  Perhaps, 
to  this  moment  you  have  never  feriouily 
thought  upon  your  ways,  but  blindly  fol- 
lowed the  fafliion  of  the  world,  and  fuffer- 
ed  yourfelves  to  be  carried  along  with  the 
crowd,  without  any  fufpicion,  that  you 
are  chargeable  with  crimes  of  fuch  a  hellifli 
nature,  as  are  included  in  defpifing  and  re- 
je&ing  the  Saviour.  1  fliall  therefore  pro- 
ceed, in  the 

Third  place,  To  give  you  a  Ihort  repre- 
fentation  of  the  mahgnity  of  this  fin ; 
which,  if  duly  attended  to,  may  be  of  ufe 
to  diffolve  the  inchantment,  by  which  the 
god  of  this  world  hath  fo  Jong  blinded  your 
eyes,  and  rendered  you  infenfible  to  the 
mifery  of  your  condition. 

Confider 
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Confider,  than,  that  to  defpife  and  rejeSi 
fuch  a  Saviour,  is  the  blacked  ingratitude 
that  can  poflibly  be  imagined.  It  was  a 
cutting  queftion  that  Chrift  put  to  the 
Jews,  when  they  went  about  to  kill  him : 
"  Many  good  works  have  I  fliewed  you 
"  from   my    Father,    for   which   of   thefe 

"  works  do  ye  ftone  me?" To  render 

evil  for  good,  hatred  for  love,  is  account- 
ed monftrous  among  men ;  and  the  per- 
fon  who  behaves  in  fuch  a  manner  to- 
wards his  fellow-creature,  is  juftly  con- 
demned and  abhorred  by  all :  and  yet  the 
moft  heinous  and  deteftable  inftance  of 
ingratitude  among  men  is  as  nothing, 
when  compared  with  your  ingratitude  to- 
wards God.  Did  he,  without  any  folici- 
tation  from  you,  and  not  only  without, 
but  even  contrary  to,  your  defert,  fend  his 
own  Son  into  the  world  to  fave  you?  did 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  "  the  brightnefs  of 
*'  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs 
"  image  of  his  perfon,"  afTume  your  na^ 
ture ;  become  a  man  of  forrows,  and  ac- 
quainted with  griefs ;  lead  a  poor,  afflidl- 
ed,  perfecuted  life;  and  at  laft  die  a  Ihame- 

ful, 
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ful,  painful,  and  accurfed  death;  to  fatisfy- 
offended  juftice,  and  to  render  your  hap- 
pinefs   confident  with  the  honour  of  the 

divine  government  ? And  is  this  youi^ 

requital? 

I  befeech  you,  my  brethren,  to  beftow 
fbme  attention  upon  this ;  and  if  your 
hearts  have  any  foftnefs  at  all,  fuch  un- 
parallelled  bafenefs  cannot  fail  to  make  the 
deepeft  imprefTion  upon  them.  Does  this 
aftonifhing  undeferving  goodnefs  merit  no 
regard  ?  Doth  God's  unfpeakable  gift  to 
men  deferve  no  returns  of  gratitude  and 
praife?  Shall  the  blood  of  Chrifl  be  flied 
in  vain,  nay,  trampled  under  foot,  as  an 
unholy  thing  ?  Will  you  "  crucify  the  Son 
"  of  God  afrefh,"  and  fay,  by  your  ne- 
gledl  of  his  great  falvation,  "  Away  with 

"  him  !    away  with  him !" "  we  have 

"  loved  ftrangers,  and  after  them  we  will 
"  go  ?"  Surely  you  cannot,  you  will  not, 
pretend  to  juftify  this  condudl:  there  is 
fomething  in  it  fo  difingenuous  and  per- 
verfe,  fo  fliocking  and  unnatural,  that  I 
am  perfuad^d,  when  you  attend  to  it,  you 

muft 
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mud  loathe  and  abhor  yourfelves  on  ac- 
count of  it. 

But  this  is  not  the  whole  of  your  guilt : 
Your  ingratitude  is  heightened  by  the  moft 
infolent  contempt  both  of  the  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  God.  You  charge  God  with 
folly,  when  you  reje6l  the  terms  of  the  go- 
fpel-covenant:  for  your  behaviour  plainly 
implies  one  of  the  following  accufations ; 
either  that  this  method  of  falvation  is  un- 
neceflfary,  and  that  God  from  all  eternity 
hath  employed  his  counfels  about  a  need- 
lefs  affair;  or  elfe  that  it  is  inefFedlual,  and 
that  the  perfon  whom  God  hath  chofen  to 
execute  this  defign,  is  not  worthy  to  be  de- 
pended upon;  or  that  the  terms  propofed 
are  fo  rigorous  and  fevere,  that  a  wife 
man  would  rather  choofe  to  perifli  than 
fubmit  to  them. — ^Thus  doft  thou  arraign 
thy  God,  O  finner ! — And  art  thou  able  to 
make  good  thy  charge  ?  Doft  thou  hope  to 
prevail  in  the  day  w^hen  God  fhall  plead 
with  thee  ? 

Nay,  further,  by  aefplftng  and  rejedfing 
Chrift,  you  openly  proclaim  war  againft 
the  Moft  High,  and  bid  him  defiance.     He 

hath 


SERMON      V.  157 

hadi  "  fet  his  King  upon  his  holy  hill  of 
"  Zion "   and  **  put   all  things   under  his 
"  feet:"  he  hath  ordained,  by  an  irrever- 
fible  decree,  that  "  all  men  fliould  honour 
"  the  Son,  even  as  they   honour  the  Fa- 
"  ther :"  he  hath  publillied  to  the  world, 
that  there  is  no  other  name  given  among 
men,  by  which  they  can  be  faved,  but  the 
name  of  Jefus ; — that  this  glorious  Media- 
tor is  conftituted  the  final  judge  of  man- 
kind ;  and  that  they  who  do  not  bow  to 
the  fceptre  of  his  grace,  Ihall  be  dafhed  in 
pieces  with  his  rod  of  iron,  in  that  day, 
when  he   fliall  be  revealed  from  heaven, 
with  his  mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  to 
take  vengeance  upon  thofe  who  knew  not 
God,  and  obeyed  not  this  gofpel  which  we 
now  preach  to  you : — And  yet,  in  the  face 
of  all  thefe  declarations,  you  proudly  fay, 
by  your  condud,  "  We  will  not  have  this 
"  man  to  reign  over  us;"  we  neither  fear 
his  pojver,  nor  court  his  grace,  but  are  de- 
termined to  (land  on  our  own  defence. 

Such,   my  brethren,   is  the  malignity  of 
your  fm  :   it  includes  the  blacked  ingrati- 
tude, heightened  by  the  mod  infolent  con- 
tempt. 
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tempt,  nay,  an  open  defiance  of  the  omni^ 
potent  God;  rejeding  his  offered  mercy, 
and  daring  him  to  execute  all  the  rigour  of 

his  juflice. 1  do  not  mean,  that  you  are 

at  prefentconfcious  of  this  complicated  im- 
piety ;  1  rather  fuppofe,  that  you  are  ftartled 
when  you  hear  it  mentioned,  and  are  ready 
to  reply  as  Hazael  did  to  Elifha,  "  Is  thy 
"  fervant  a  dog,    that  he  fiiould   do   thefe 
"  things  ?"-^ — But  be  affured,  all  I  have  now 
faid  fliall  be  made  good  againft  you  at  lafl, 
if  you  continue  to  defpife  and  reje<5l  the  Sa- 
viour :  and  the  greateft  mercy  that  can  be- 
fal  you  in  the  mean  time,  is,  to  get  thofe 
eyes  opened  which  Satan  hath  fo  long  clofed, 
that  you  may  fee  and  abhor  your  guilt  in 
this  matter.     O  be  exhorted,  then,  delibe- 
rately to  weigh  the  reprefentation  I  have 
given  you  !  and  think  what  mufl  become  of 
you,  if  you  go  out  of  this  world  with  fuch 
a  dreadful  load  of  guilt  as  I  have  endeavour- 
ed to  defcribe. 

By  this  time  you  muft  all  fee  your  con- 
cern in  this  fubjedl.     I  have  told  you,  that 
it  is  pofTible,  even  among  fuch  as  you,  who 
attend  upon  ordinances,  and  profefs  a  ge- 
neral 
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nefal  efleem  of  Chrift,  to  find  dcfplfers  and 
rejecters  of  him :  I  have  mentioned  fundry 
inflances  of  contempt,  which  perfons,  who 
are  neither  Jews  nor  infidels,  but  who  call, 
and  even  think  themfelves,  the  difciples  of 
Jefus,  may  be  guilty  of;  and  you  have  juft 
now  heard  the  heinous  nature,  and  the  high 
aggravations,  of  this  fin :  fo  that,  you  fee, 
they  are  no  trivial  matters  I  have  been  talk- 
ing of,  but  matters  which  infinitely  concern 
the  whole  Chriftian  world,  and  yourfelves 

in  particular. 1  now  come  to  point  out 

the  improvement,  which  I  humbly  wifli, 
and  fervently  pray,  that  every  one  of  you, 
my  dear  friends  and  brethren,  would  make 
of  this  fubjed. 

I  would,  have  you,  then,  as  the  befl  and 
mod  necefTary  improvement  of  all  that  you 
have  heard,  to  enter  immediately  into  your 
own  hearts,  and  make  an  impartial  inquiry 
into  your  efleem  of  Chrifl,  according  to 
the  marks  I  formerly  gave  you.  O  beware 
of  felf-deceit  in  this  trial ! — You  may  weep 
at  the  hiflory  of  his  fufferings,  when  you 
r«ad  or  hear  how  barbaroufly  he  was  treated 

by 
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by  the  Jews  ;  and  yet  you  may  rejeB  him. 
— ^You  may  feel  fome  emotions  of  gratitude 
and  joy,  when  you  hear  of  the  greatnefs  of 
his  love,  and  the  value  of  his  purchafe,  and 

yet  perifli  for  defpifmg  him. You  may, 

under  alarms  of  confcience,  feel  ftrong  de- 
fires  after  him  to  fave  you  from  the  wrath 
of  God,  and,  after  all,  be  heart-enemies  to 
him. — -Nay,  you  may  be  zealous  reprovers 
of  others  for  defpifing  Chrifl,  and  paint  the 
deformity  of  this  [in  in  ftronger  colours  than 
I  have  been  able  to  do  ; — but,  alas  !  if  you 
have  no  better  evidence  for  proving  your 
efleem  of  him, — your  prefent  truft  is  no 
better  than  "  the  fpider's  web,"  and  your 
hope,  in  the  time  of  your  greatefl  need, 
fhall  be  as  "  the  giving  up  of  the  ghoft.'*  In 
lliort,  your  efteem  of  Chrifl  muft  be  greater 
than  your  efteem  of  all  the  profits,  and 
pleafures,  and  honours,  of  this  world;  and 
you  muft  manifeft  this  efteem,  by  a  cordial 
acceptance  of  him,  and  an  entire  fubjedlion 
to  him ;  otherwife  you  fliall  be  condemned 
at  laft,  as  perfons  who  have  defp'iftd  and  re- 
je£ied  this  great  Redeemer. 

Thus,  my  brethren,   have  I  held  up  the 
I  glafs, 
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glafs,  in  which,  if  you  are  not  wilfully 
blind,  you  may  behold  your  true  picfture  : 
— and  if  you  have  attended,  and  fufFered 
confcience  to  do  its  office,  fome  of  you,  I 
am  perfuaded,  mufh  be  convinced,  that 
you  are  the  perfons  who  have  hitherto  de-- 
fpifcd  and  rejected  the  Saviour ;  and  therefore 
it  is  time  for  me  to  afk,  What  is  your  pre- 
fent  refolution  ?  Is  this  a  ftate  to  be  conti- 
nued in  ?  Would  any  of  you,  if  left  to  your 
own  choice,  be  willing  to  be  found  in  this 

condition  at  lart? Brethren,  this  is  aferi- 

ous  queftion,  and  ought  not  to  be  flightly 
pafled  over :  The  Lord  Jefus  now  waiteth 
upon  you  for  an  anfwer ; — but  remember, 
that  ere  long  you  muft  wait  upon  him  for 
a  doom :  As  therefore  you  would  be  found 
of  him  in  peace,  come  now  to  a  fpeedy 
and  firm  determination. — You  have  defpifed 
him  too  long  already ;  O  do  not  add  this 
farther  inftance  of  contempt,  to  hefitate, 
while  I  now  plead  with  you,  whether  or  no 
you  Ihould  this  moment  renounce  all  his 
competitors,  and  give  him  the  chief  room 
in  your  heart. — May  I  hope  you  are  refol ved  ? 
Happy  you,  thrice  happy,  if  you  be  fo ! 
Vol,  I.  L  Now 
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Now  you  begin  to  live,  your  former  un- 
worthy behaviour  fliall  all  be  forgiven;  and 
that  compafTionate  Redeemer,  who  procured 
fparing  mercy  for  you  even  when  you  de- 
fpifed  him,  and,  by  his  gracious  interpofition, 
hath  kept  you  alive  till  this  hour,  will  not 
rejecl  your  penitent  believing  fouls,  but  will 
accept  your  efleem  and  love,  though  late  ; 
and,  in  return,  will  beftow  upon  you  all  the 
enriching  benefits  of  his  purchafe.  But  if 
any  of  you  fhall  juftify  your  former  con- 
tempt, and  refolve  to  perfift  in  it, — I  mull: 
declare  the  righteous  fentence  of  God ;  and 
I  fhall  do  it  in  the  words  of  John  the  Bap- 
tift,  {John  iii.  36.),  "He  that  believeth  not 
"  the  Son,  Ihall  not  fee  life  ;  but  the  wrath 
"  of  God  abideth  on  him."  — Let  my  coun- 
fel  therefore  be  acceptable  unto  you  :  Seek 
"  the  Lord  while  he  is  yet  to  be  found, 

"  and  call  upon  him  while  he  is  near. 

"  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry,  and  ye 
"  perifh  from  the  way:  for  if  once  his 
"  wrath  be  kindled  but  a  little,  then  fhall  it 
*'  be  found  that  they,"  and  they  only,  "  are 
"  bleffed,  who  put  their  truft  in  him." 

SER- 
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Romans  iii.  19. 

Now  we  knoiv,  that  ivhat  things  foever  the 
law  faith  ^  it  faith  to  them  ivho  are  under 
the  laiv ;  that  every  mouth  may  be  flopped^ 
and  all  the  world  may  become  guilty  before 
God. 


TH  E  great  defign  of  this  epiftle,  is  to 
lead  men  to  Chrift,  as  the  only  re- 
fuge for  perifhing   finners  :    and  becaufe 
none  will  value  a  remedy,  but  they  who 
feel  their  difeafe,  and  wiih  for  health,  the 
Apoftle    therefore,    in   the   two   foregoing 
chapters,  examines  the  condition  both  of 
Gentiles  and  Jews;  under  which  denomi- 
nations, the  whole  pofterity  of  Adam  are 
included ;  and  proves,  by  plain  undeniable 
fads,  that  all,  without  exception,  are  guilty 
before    God,    and   confequently,    that   all 
(land  in  need  of  a  Saviour.— —In  the 
L  2  verfes 
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verfes  immediately  preceding  my  text,  he 
brings    feveral   quotations    from    the   Old 
Teftament   writings,    which   give    a   very 
ftrong   and   melancholy    reprefentation   of 
the  corruption  and  depravity  of  the  hu- 
man kind.— 'But  left  the  Jews  Ihould  al- 
lege, that  thefe,  and  other  paffages  of  the 
lik£  nature,  were  only  defcriptive  of  the 
Gentile   nations,  and  could  not  juftly  be 
extended  to  them,  whom  God  had  chofen 
from  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  fet  apart 
for  himfelf  as  his  peculiar  inheritance ;  he 
judged  it  proper  to  remind  them,  that  the 
facred  books,   from  which  he  had  taken 
the  above  defcription,  were  primarily  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  Jews,  and  defigned  for  their 
inftru^ion   and   ufe :    We   knoiv^    fays   he, 
that  'what  things  foeixer  the  law  faith  ^  it  faith 
to  them  ijoho  are  under  the  law;  confequently 
thefe   quotations,   which   are  all  exprefsly 
contained  in  the  law,  may  and   ought  to 
be  coniidered  as  a  jufl  reprefentation  of  the 
ftate  of  thofe  to  whom  that  law  or  revela- 
tion  was   given.      And   he   further  adds, 
that   they  were  inferted  in  Scripture  for 
this  very  purpofe,  that  the  plea  of  inno- 
cence 
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cence  being  taken  away  from  the  Jews  as 
well  as  from  the  Gentiles,  every  mouth  might 
be  pppcd,  and  thus  all  the  -world  might  be- 
come giulty  before  God.  From  which  words, 
as  they  (land  conneded  with  the  Apoftle's 
reafoning,  we  learn,  in  the 

Fitjl  place,  That  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  bring  men  to  a  proper  fenfe  and  acknow- 
ledgement of  their  guilt  and  mifery. 

I  hope  none  will  be  fo  unreafonable  'as 
to  require  a  laboured  proof  of  this  obfer- 
vation;  for  you  will  eafily  perceive,  that  I 
can  have  no  other  witnefTes  to  produce  but 
yourfelves.  I  affirm,  that  it  is  fo,  upon 
the  authority  of  fcripture;  and  can  only  ap- 
peal to  your  own  hearts  for  the  truth  of 

it. Befides,   none  will   deny   this   who 

are  already  convinced  of  their  guilt  and 
mifery:  for  this  is  an  effential  property  of 
real  convidion,  that  the  deeper  it  is,  it 
renders  the  perfon  ftill  more  fenfible  of  the 
natural  hardnefs  of  his  heart ;  fo  that  no- 
thing grieves  him  fo  much,  as  that  he 
cannot  grieve  more  for  fmning  againft 
God:  And  they  who  are  of  an  oppofite 
T.  z  cha- 
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charader,  who  boaft,  "  That  they  are  rich, 
^'  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  (landing 
*'  in  need  of  nothing  ;'*  fuch  perfons,  I 
fay,  prove  the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  by 
demanding  a  proof  of  it,  and  are  them- 
felves  examples  of  the  thing  they  deny. 

I  know  it  is  an  eafy  matter  to  bring  men 
to  a  general  acknowledgement,  that  they 
are  finners.  Many  are  ready  enough  to 
confefs  this  much,  who,  at  the  fame  time, 
have  a  very  good  opinion  of  their  ftate : 
for  though  they  cannot  lay  claim  to  per- 
fe<5h  innocence,  yet  they  look  upon  their 
guilt  as  a  very  trivial  thing,  and  imagine, 
that  their  vices  are  more  than  overbalan- 
ced by  the  virtues  they  are  polTefTed  of; 
and  thus,  "  being  ignorant  of  God's  righ- 
"  teoufnefs,"  or  of  that  righteoufnefs  which 
is  necefTary  to  juflify  a  finner  in  the  light 
of  God,  "  they  go  about  to  eflablifli  their 
"  own  righteoufnefs,  and  will  not  fub- 
"  mit  themfelves  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of 
"  God." 

Pride  is  the  hereditary  difeafe  of  our  na- 
tures :  we  derive  it  from  our  firfl  parents ; 

and  though  it  is  fubdued  in  all  who  are 

fandified, 
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fandlified,  yet  flill  it  lives  within  them, 
and  is  always  the  lad  part  of  the  old  man 
that  dies.  Nay,  it  is  apt  to  grow  upon 
the  ruin  of  other  fins,  as  we  fee  in  that  no- 
ted inftance  of  the  Pharifee,  who,  under 
the  fpecious  pretext  of  thanking  God  for 
his  grace,  went  up  into  the  temple,  mere- 
ly to  give  vent  to  his  felf- admiration ; 
"  God,"  faid  he,  "  I  thank  thee,  that  I 
**  am  not  as  other  men  are,  extortioners, 
"  unjuft,  adulterers ;  I  faft  twice  a- week, 
"  1  pay  tithes  of  all  that  I  polFefs."  What 
he  faid  might  be  true;  nay,  our  Lord 
feems  plainly  to  admit  that  it  was  fo :  yet 
he  tells  us,  that  this  vain-glorious  creature 
carried  nothing  away  with  him  but  his 
felf- conceit:  he  returned  to  his  own  houfe 
without  the  bleffing  of  God  :  "  For  every 
"  one  that  exhalteth  himfelf,  fhall  be  abafed ; 
"  whereas  he  that  humbleth  himfelf,  fhall 
"  be  exalted." 

This,  my  brethren,  is  one  main  caufe 
why  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  hath  fo 
little  efFe(5l.  Could  we  bring  men  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  guilt  and  mifery,  they  would 
gladly  liften  to  the  tidings  of  a  Saviour. 
But  this  is  difficult  work  indeed.     We  can 

L  4  fcarcely 
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fcarcely  perfuade  the  moft  profligate  wretch 
to  think  himfelf  in  clanger,  till  God  lay  his 
hand  upon  him,  and  fet  death  before  his 
eyes.  Judge,  then,  how  hard  a  tafk  it  muft 
be,  to  convince  the  more  clofe  and  referved 
flnner !  who  probably  has  got  beneath  him 
fome  empty  forms  of  duty,  upon  which  he 
leans,  and  confidently  prefumes  that  all 
fliall  be  well  with  him. 

I  have  frequently  obferved,  that  no  fer- 
mons  are  fo  taftelefs  to  many  hearers,  as 
thofe  which  treat  of  the  Saviour :  they 
fan  liften  to  other  fubjedts;  but  when  we 
talk  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  that  great  fal- 
yation  "  w^hich  angels  defire  to  look  into," 
they  difmifs  their  attention,  and  perhaps 
make  a  fhift^to  fleep  in  their  feats;  when, 
God  knows,  were  they  aware  of  the  thou- 
fandth  part  of  their  danger,  they  would  find 
it  difficult  enough  to  fleep  on  their  beds. — 
Did  we  really  fee  ourfeves  in  a  juft  light, 
could  we  diveft  ourfelves,  for  a  little,  of  our 
pride  and  prejudice,  till  we  got  one  ferious 
and  impartial  view  of  our  natural  condition, 
this  would  render  a  Saviour  fo  necefTary, 
tl^at  we  fliould  never  be  at  reft  till  w€  had 

fecured 
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fecured  his  friendfliip:  But,  as  our  Lord 
himfelf  hath  told  us,  "  they  that  are  whole 
"  have  no  need  of  the  phyfician,  but  they 
"  that  are  fick,"  I  fliall  therefore  proceed  to 
lliow,  in  the 

Second  place,  That  all  men,  without  ex- 
ception, are  guilty  before  God ;  and  that 
whoever  attends  to  the  Scriptures  of  truth, 
or  gives  ear  to  the  teflimony  of  his  own 
confcience,  may  foon  difcover  fuch  plain 
convincing  evidence  of  guilt,  as  is  fufEcient 
to  flop  his  mouth,  and  to  render  him 
fpeechlefs  and  felf- condemned  in  the  pre- 

fence  of  a  juft  and  holy  God. — This 

proportion  is  perfedlly  confident  with  the 
former :  for  the  difficulty  of  bringing  men 
to  a  right  fenfe  and  acknowledgement  of 
their  guilt  and  mifery,  doth  not  arife  from 
any  want  of  evidence,  but  is  purely  owing 
to  their  own  inattention  and  pride:  the  fad 
truth  is  clear  as  noon-day;  but  they  fliut 
their  eyes,  and  will  not  fee  it. 

As  the  teflimony  of  Scripture  is  full  and 
exphcit,  fo  the  fliort  abftradl  contained  in 
the  foregoing  verfes,  fpeaks  upon  this  head 

with 
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with  the  utmofl  pofTible  precifion.  "  There 
"  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one :  there  is 
*'  none  that  underftandeth,  there  is  none 
"  that  feeketh  after  God.  They  are  all 
**  gone  out  of  the  way,  they  are  together 
"  become  unprofitable,  there  is  none  that 
*'  doeth  good,  no  not  one.  Their  throat  is 
"  an  open  fepulchre ;  with  their  tongues 
*•  they  have  ufed  deceit ;  the  poifon  of  afps 
*'  is  under  their  lips  :  whofe  mouth  is  full 
*'  of  curfing  and  bitternefs.  Their  feet 
"  are  fwift  to  flied  blood.  Deftru(5liQn  and 
*'  mifery  are  in  their  ways :  and  the  way  of 
"  peace  have  they  not  known.  There  is 
"  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes."  And 
thefe  things,  the  Apoftle  informs  us,  were 
written,  not  merely  to  flop  the  mouths  of 
fome  notorious  offenders,  who  proclaim 
their  fins  as  Sodom,  and  hide  them  not ; 
but  that  every  mouth  might  bejiopped^  and  all 
the  ijoorld  become  guilty  before  God.  Accor- 
dingly, at  the  23d  verfe  of  this  chapter,  he 
concludes  upon  the  whole  evidence  in  the 
following  words :  "  For  all  have  finned,  and 
"  come  Ihort  of  the  glory  of  God." 

This  truth  hath   been  attefted   by  the 

mofl 
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mofl  eminent  faints  that  ever  lived  upon 
earth.  "  Behold,  1  was  lliapcn  in  iniqui- 
"  ty,"  faid  David,  *'  and  in  fin  did  my 
"  mother  conceive  me :"  And  therefore 
he  pleads  in  another  place,  *'  Enter  not 
*'  into  judgment  with  thy  fervant,  O  Lord; 
"  for  in  thy  fight  fliall  no  man  living  be 

"  juflified." "  We    are   all    as    an   un- 

"  clean  thing,"  faid  the  prophet  Ifaiah, 
"  and  all  our  righteoufneffes  are  as  filthy 
"  rags  ;  and  we  all  do  fade  as  a  leaf,  and 
*'  our  iniquities,  like  the  wind,  have  car- 

"  ried  us  away." Neither  have  the  faints 

under  the  New-Tellament  difpenfation  been 
any  whit  behind  them  in  penitent  acknow- 
ledgements of  their  guilt.  Paul  ftyles  him- 
felf  "  the  chief  of  finners  ;"  and  the  beloved 
difciple  declares,  in  exprefs  terms,  that  all 
pretenfions  to  innocence  are  not  only  falfe, 
but  blafphemous :  "  If  we  fay  that  we  have 
"  no  fm,  we  deceive  ourfelves,  and  the  truth 

"  is  not  in  us." Nay,  "  if  we  fay  that 

"  we  have  not  finned,  we  make  God  a  liar, 

"  and  his  word  is  not  in  us."   ijohn  1.  8.  9. 

This  further  appears  from  the  various 

kinds  of  mifery  which  abound  in  the  world, 

efpecially 
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efpecially  death,  from  which  none  of  Adam*s 
pofterity  are  exempted.  Thefe  do  necefTa-' 
rily  fuppofe  guilt ;  for  it  is  not  agreeable  to 
the  juftice  of  God  to  afflidl  and  punifh  in- 
nocent creatures. ^Now,    this  mean  of 

convidlion  is  fo  plain  and  obvious,  that  a 
man  mull  do  great  violence  to  his  reafon, 
before  he  can  refill  the  evidence  it  affords. 
Goodnefs  and  juftice  are  attributes  which 
are  univerfally  confidered  as  moft  effential 
to  the  Supreme  Being ;  and  yet  it  is  im- 
pofTible  to  account  for  the  prefent  calami- 
tous ftate  of  mankind,  in  a  confiftency  with 
thefe  perfedlions,  upon  any  other  fuppofi- 
tion  than  this,  that  "  all  have  finned,"  and 
thereby  incurred  his  righteous  difpleafure. 
— — So  that  you  fee  there  is  no  penury  of 
witneffes  upon  this  head.  The  Scriptures 
exprefsly  declare,  that  all  are  finners  ; — the 
moft  eminent  faints  under  both  difpenfa- 
tions  have  attefted  the  truth  of  this  affer- 
tion ; — and  the  many  awful  tokens  of  the 
divine  difpleafure,  which  we  daily  behold 
and  feel,  render  it  abfurd  to  fuppofe  the 
contrary. 

But  there  is  yet  another  witnefs  behind, 

whofe 
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waiofe  teftimony  can  be  liable  to  no  objec- 
tion ;  a  witnefs  which  every  man  will  find 
within  his  own  bread  ;— I  mean,  confcunce, 
to  which  I  now  appeal  for  the  truth  of  this- 
matter.     And  here  I  fhall  renew  the  que- 
i\ion  which  Solomon  propofed  many  ages 
ago  :  "  Who  can  fay  1  have  made  my  hearc 
"  clean,  I  am  pure  from  my  fins  ?"     Can 
you  difcover  nothing  amlfs  in  your  temper 
and  praaice  ?    Do  they  in  all  points  agree 
with  the  rule  of  God's  word  ?  Dare  any  of 
you  appeal  to  the  jufiice  of  God  for  acquit- 
tance ?  and  claim  happinefs  as  the  due  re- 
ward of  your  obedience  ?     Say,   O  man  1 
haft  thou  no  need  at  all  of  pardoning  mer- 
cy ?     Wilt  thou  give  it  under  thy  hand, 
that  thou  flialt  never  plead  the  merits  of  a 
Saviour  for  thy  juftification  ?  that  at  the 
hour  of  death,  or  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
thou  flialt  never  once  implore  his  help,  nor 
cry  for  mercy,  but  ftand  upon  the  founda- 
tion of  thy  perfonal  righteoufnefs  before 

his  impartial  tribunal  ? Or  rather,  my 

brethren,  are  you  not  confcious  of  innu- 
merable inftances   of  guilt,    wherein  you 
have  adled  in  dired  oppofition,  not  only  to 
I  the 
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the  written  law,  but  to" the  inward  fenfe  and 
authority  of  your  own  minds  ; — doing 
what  ye  knew  was  difpleafing  to  God ; — ■ 
and  that,  not  by  the  mere  force  of  fudden 
temptation,  but  coolly  and  deliberately,  in 
the  face  of  thofe  arguments  w^hich  ought 
in  all  reafon  to  have  reftrained  you  from 

them  ? 1  think  I  may  venture  to  affirm, 

that  there  is  not  one  perfon  here  prefent 
who  is  not  able  to  recolle<5l  feveral  inftances 
of  this  kind :  And  if  our  own  blind  and 
partial  hearts  do  now  condemn  us,  alas  \ 
how  Ihall  we  juflify  ourfelves  at  the  bar  of 
that  God  "  who  is  greater  than  our  hearts, 

"  and  knoweth  all  things  r" This  leads 

me  to  obferve,  in  the 

Third  place,  That  one  great  end  of  the 
law  is,  to  humble  the  pride  of  men ;  that, 
from  a  convicflion  of  their  guilty  and  mi- 
ferable  eftate  by  nature,  they  may,  as  it 
were,  be  compelled,  by  a  happy  neceffity, 
to  flee  for  relief  to  the  gofpel-method  of  fal- 
vation  through  Chrift. 

This  important  truth  is  directly  afTerted 
by  the  Apoltle  in  my  text,  and  frequently 

I  re=* 
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repeated  in  other  parts  of  his  writings. 
Nay,  the  principal  fcope  of  this  epiftle  is,  to 
call  off  the  Jews  from  any  dependence  up- 
on their  own  righteoufnefs,  by  giving  them 
a  fair  reprefentation  of  the  fpirituality,  ex- 
tent, and  rigour  of  the  law ;  that  finding 
themfelves  unable  either  to  anfwer  its  de- 
mands, or  to  endure  its  curfe,  they  mighc 
thankfully  embrace  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  is  indeed  "  the  end  of  the  law  for 
"  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  belie- 
*'  veth." — And  the  fubferviency  of  the  law 
to  the  gofpel,  or  the  ufe  of  the  law  to  lead 
men  to  the  Saviour,  will  evidently  appear, 
if  we  confider. 

That  the  law  demands  nothing  lefs  than 
2,  perfedl  unfinning  obedience  to  all  its  pre- 
cepts :  it  makes  no  manner  of  allowance  for 
the  infirmities  of  men ;  for  "  whofoever 
"  fhall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend 
"  in  one  point,"  in  the  eye  of  the  Law- 
giver, "  is  guilty  of  all."  It  declares  what 
is  due  to  God  from  his  creatures,  and  in- 
fills upon  the  payment  of  it  even  to  the 
uttermoft  farthing.  In  the  law,  ftridly  con- 
fidered,  there  is  no  provifion  or  promife  of 

par- 
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pardon  to  the  guilty ;  on  the  contrary,  ic 
denounces  condemnation  and  wrath  again  ft 
all  tranfgreflbrs  of  what  kind  foever ;  for 
thus  it  is  written,  "  Curfed  is  every  one 
"  who  continueth  not  in  all  things  which 
*'  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do 
"  them."  It  is  not  enough  to  do  fame  things 
tvhich  are  commanded ;  we  muft  do  them 
all :  Nor  is  it  even  fuflicient  that  we  do  all 
things  for  a  feafon  ;  we  muft  alfo  continue 
in  them,  otherwife  we  forfeit  the  divine 
friendfhip,  and  become  liable  to  the  wrath 
of  an  infinitely  juft  and  omnipotent  God. 
This  is  the  genuine  voice  of  the  law,  Do 
and  live ;  "  but  the  foul  that  fmneth  fhall 
"  furely  die."  It  knoweth  no  middle  fen- 
tence  between  thefe  two:  it  doth  no  whif- 
per  one  word  of  mercy;  but  the  fmalleft 
deviation  fubje6ls  the  tranfgrefTor  to  the 
juftice  of  God,  and  to  all  the  fatal  efFeds 
of  his  indignation,  both  in  this  life  and  in 
that  which  is  to  come. 

Now,  this  being  the  cafe,  it  is  eafy  to 
difcern  the  fubferviency  of  the  law  to  the 
gofpel ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  ufe  of  the 
law  to  lead  men  to  the  Saviour.     The  law 

dif- 
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difcovers  fin,  and  at  the  i*ame  time  de- 
mands an  iinfmning  obedience  :  None  of 
us  can  plead  innocence,  and  the  law  admits 
of  no  excufe  for  guilt ;  nay,  it  is  not  only 
filent  as  to  the  dodrine  of  forgivenefs, 
which  might  leave  fome  room  for  conjec- 
ture and  hope,  but  in  plain  and  awful 
words  pronounces  the  fentence  of  death, 
and  dooms  to  irremediable  punifliment  all 
the  workers  of  iniquity  without  exception. 
Thus  the  fmner  is  "  bound  hand  and  foot,'* 
as  it  were,  "  and  caft  into  prifon  ;"  his 
mouth  is  Jlopped^  and  nothing  remains  for 
him,  but  either  to  continue  in  mifery,  and 
bear  the  curfe  of  God  for  ever ;  or  elfe  to 
appeal  from  the  law  to  the  gofpel,  and  to 
claim  the  benefit  of  that  indemnity  which 
Chrift  hath  purchafed  with  his  blood,  and 
freely  offers  to  all  v»^ho,  condemning  them- 
felves,  and  renouncing  their  own  righte- 
oufnefs,  flee  to  him  as  their  hope  and  city 
of  refuge. From  all  which,  we  may  con- 
clude, in  the 

Fourth  and  l]!}  place,  That  every  apolo- 

gihng  iinner,  who  opens  his  mouth  in  his 

Vol.  I.  M  own 
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own  vindication,  doth  impioufly  give  God 
the  lie,  and  exclude  himfelf  from  the  of- 
fers of  his  mercy  and  grace ;  whereas  the 
humble  felf-condemning  finner  lies,  fo  to 
fpeak,  in  the  very  road  of  mercy,  and  {hall 
through  faith  in  Chrifl:  Jefus  obtain  falva- 
tion  with  eternal  glory. 

This  inference  is  fo  jufl  and  obvious, 
that  it  fcarcely  needs  any  illufhration.  For 
if  "  all  are  finners;"  and  if  this  be  one  great 
end  of  the  law,  to  bring  men  to  a  fenfe  and 
acknowledgement  of  their  guilt,  that  they 
may  be  compelled  to  flee  to  Chrift  Jefus  for 
relief; — what  foolifli,  felf-deftroying  crea- 
tures muft  thofe  be,  who,  in  defpight  of  the 
cleared  evidence,  and  in  flat  contradidlion 
to  the  only  method  of  deliverance  and  hope, 
will  ofi^er  to  babble  in  their  own  defence  ? 
What  can  you  propofe  by  this  con- 
duct, O  finners !  God  puts  it  to  your 
choice,  as  it  were,  in  what  court  you  will 
be  tried,  whether  you  will  plead  at  the 
tribunal  of  juftice,  or  of  mercy?  If  you 
penitently  acknowledge  your  guilt,  and  cry 
for  mercy  through  the  great  Mediator,  he 
is  infinitely  more  willing  to  beftow  it  upon 

you, 
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you,  than  you  can  be  to  afk  it  of  him : — 
Bat  if  you  proudly  infift  in  your  own  vin- 
dication ;  if  you  extenuate  your  guilt,  or 
depend  upon  any  thing  in  yourfelves  for 
pardon  and  acceptance,  you  thereby  incur 
the  rigour  of  the  law ;  you  "  fhall  have 
"  judgment  without  mercy,"  and  "  Jefus 
"  Chrifl  can  profit  you  nothing." 

Be  perfuaded,  then,  my  dear  friends, 
as  the  proper  improvement  of  all  that  has 
been  faid,  "  to  humble  yourfelves  prefently 
"  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  that 
"  you  may  be  exalted  in  due  time."  See 
and  acknowledge  your  guilt  and  unwor- 
thinefs,  that  you  may  not  be  finally  coti" 
dcmned  isjith  the  world ;  and  beg  of  God, 
that  he  may  fearch  and  try  you,  and  make 
you  thoroughly  acquainted  with  your 
real  condition  ; — that,  finding  yourfelves 
"  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and 
"  blind,  and  naked,"  you  may  repair, 
without  delay,  to  that  all-fufficient  Sa- 
viour, "  whofe  blood  cleanfeth  from  all 
"  fin,"  and  "  who  is  made  of  God  unto 
"  all   who  believe   on  him,  w^ifdom,  and 

M  2  "  righ- 
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**  righteournefs,  and  fan6lification,  and  re- 
"  deraption." 

As  for  you  upon  whom  the  law  hath 
ah'eady  had  its  effedl,  who  are  weary  and 
heavy  laden  with  the  burden  of  fin;  be 
not  difcouraged ;  the  feeds  of  confolation 
are  fown  in  your  grief;  this  weeping 
night  ihall  ere  long  be  fucceeded  by  a 
joy  fid  morning ;  and  "  upon  you  who" 
thus  "  fear  his  name,  fliall  the  Sun  of 
"  righteoufnefs"  {hortly  "  arife  with  heal- 
"  ing  in  his  wings  :"  For  this  gracious 
temper  is  the  peculiar  work  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  ; — — it  is  he  who  brings  that  light 
into  the  foul,  whereby  its  natural  defor- 
mity is  feen ;  it  is  he  who  cafts  down  thofe 
proud  imaginations  which  exalt  them- 
felves  againft  God,  and  hide  from  the  {in- 
ner his  poverty  and  wretchednefs :  and  it 
is  this  divine  Spirit  who,  by  the  miniftry 
of  the  law,  removes  thofe  falfe  grounds  of 
hope  upon  which  the  finner  was  accuflom- 
ed  to  lean,  and  obligeth  him  to  aflc  that 
interefting  queftion,  "  What  fliall  I  do  to 

"  be  faved  ?" As  John  Baptifl  prepared 

the  way  for  Chri(l*s  public  appearance,  by 

rouUng 
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Tonfing  the  world  with  the  dodrine  of  re- 
pentance; in  like  manner,  the  Holy  Spirit 
prepares  the  heart  for  the  reception  of  the 
fame  glorious  Redeemer,  by  fuch  painful 
and  humbling  convidions,  as  render  him 
both  neceflary  and  defirable  to  the  foul : 
And  therefore  it  ought  to  be  matter  of  joy 
and  thankfulnefs  to  the  fmner,  when  God 
fmites  his  heart  with  a  fenfe  of  fin  ;  of 
fuch  ficknefs,  it  may  truly  be  faid, 
"  This  ficknefs  is  not  unto  death,  but  for 
"  the  glory  of  God."  Hereby,  as  it  were, 
he  diflodges  his  enemies,  and  empties  the 
foul  of  every  other  gueft,  that  he  may 
come  and  fill  it  with  his  own  gracious  pre- 
fence. 

Lift  up  your  heads,  then,  O  trembling 
finners  !  look  forward  but  a  very  little 
way,  and  you  may  fee  to  the  end  of  that 
dark  valley,  through  which  you  are  now 
pafling.  This  road  became  neceillu'y  after 
man's  apoftafy  ;  and  it  is  the  kindnefs, 
not  the  anger,  of  your  heavenly  Father, 
that  hath  brought  you  into  it.  Had  your 
deftru(5lion  been  pleafing  to  him,  he  would 
have  fuftered  you  to  walk,  without  di- 
M  3  fturbance, 
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fturbance,  in  the  broad  way  that  leads  to 
deftrudlion:  but  by  alarming  your  fears, 
he  plainly  intends  to  prevent  your  ruin ; 
and  the  prefent  tafte  he  hath  given  you  of 
the  bitternefs  of  fin,  is  gracioufly  meant 
to  divorce  your  hearts  from  the  love  of  it, 
and  to  render  the  remedy  which  he  offers 
more  welcome  and  precious  in  your 
efleem. — — For  let  it  be  obferved,  as  a  fur- 
ther ground  of  encouragement,  that  the 
gofpel-call  is  particularly  addrefTed  to  per- 
fons  of  this  charadler:  "  Come  unto  me," 
fays  the  blefTed  Jefus,  "  all  ye  that  la- 
^'  bour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will 
"  give  you  refl."  And  herein  he  exadlly 
fulfils  the  appointment  of  his  Father,  and 
a6ls  in  the  moft  perfecfl  conformity  to  the 
commifTion    he    received    from    him ;    of 

which  we  have  a  fair  copy,  Jfaiah  Ixi. 

at  the  beginning :  "  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord 
"  God  is  upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath 
"  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  to 
"  the  meek,  he  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up 
**  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty 
"  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the 
^-  prifon    to   them   that   are   bound." — ; — 

From 
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From  this  paflage,  it  plainly  appears,  that 
humble  convinced  foals  arc  his  peculiar 
charge :  he  is  the  phyfician,  not  of  the 
whole,  but  of  the  fick ;  not  of  thofe  that 
juftify  themfelves,  but  of  thofe  who  are 
perifhing  in  their  own  apprehenfion,  who 
feel  their  need  of  him,  and  know  fome- 
thing  of  the  worth  of  that  falvation  which 
he  brings. 

Let  every  humble  finner,  then,  take 
comfort  from  thefe  confiderations.  God 
knoweth  the  penitent  relentings  of  your 
hearts :  Behold,  he  Hands,  like  the  fa- 
ther in  the  parable,  ftretching  forth  his 
arms  to  every  prodigal  fon !  he  regiflers 
all  your  groans,  "  he  putteth  your  tears 
"  into  his  bottle,"  and,  ere  long,  *'  he 
"  will  give  you  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourn- 
"  ing,  and  the  garment  of  praife  for  your 
"  prefent  fpirit  of  heavinefs."  In  the  mean 
time,  let  me  recommend  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing dire(5lions,  with  which  I  fliall  con- 
clude. 

Beware  of  fmothering  or  quenching 
your  convidlions.  I  admit  they  are  bitter, 
but  they  are  alfo  medicinal  j  and,  by  the 

M  4  blelTmg 
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blefTxng  of  God,  fhall  iflue  in  that  repent* 
ance  unto  falvation,  which  is  not  to  be 
repented  of:  whereas,  if  you  ftifle  them 
at  prefent,  your  hearts  may  contrail  a 
hardnefs  and  infenfibihty,  which,  if  ever 
it  be  cured  at  all,  fhall  coil:  you  more  pain 
and  anguifh  than  you  prefently  feel,  or 
indeed  can  eaiily  imagine. 

At  the  fame  time,  beware  of  drawing 
defperate  conclufions  againft  yourfelves 
from  the  difcoveries  you  have  got  of  your 
guilt  and  danger.  I  may  juftly  fay  to  you, 
what  the  Apoftle  faid  in  another  cafe, — 
"  Mourn  not  like  thofe  who  have  no  hope." 
Your  cafe,  bad  as  it  may  feem,  is  certainly 
better  than  once  it  was.  Formerly  you 
were  out  of  the  way  of  mercy,  now  you 
have  got  into  that  very  path  where  mercy 
meets  the  elecft  of  God:  It  was  then  your 
iin  to  prefume  beyond  any  promife;  be- 
ware now  of  defpalring,  againft  many 
commands ;  but  amidft  all  your  fears  and 
anxieties,  ftill  endeavour  to  keep  hope  alive 
in  your  hearts. 

Efpecially,  haflen  to  the  Saviour,  who 
alone  can  give  you  reft.     This  is  the  great 

errand 
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errand  upon  which  convi(5lions  are  fent; 
for,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  "  the  law 
"  is  our  fchoolmafter  to  bring  us  to  Chrift, 
*'  — who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righ- 
*'  teoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believeth." 

Doth  the  Lord  Jefus  appear  precious 

to  your  fouls  ?  do  you  fee  your  abfolute 
need  of  him,  and  his  perfect  fuitablenefs 
to  your  circumftances  ?  O  then,  fpeedily 
have  recourfe  to  him,  and  receive  him 
thankfully  as  the  "  unfpeakable  gift  of 
"  God  to  men!"  Embrace  him  cordially 
in  all  the  important  characters  he  fuftains, 
as  the  Prophet,  the  Pried,  and  the  King, 
of  his  church;  and  then  fliall  you  find, 
to  your  prefent  comfort,  and  your  ever- 
lafling  joy,  that  he  is  both  "  able  and 
"  willing  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  all  who 
"  come  unto  God  by  him."     Ame?7, 
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Matthew  xi.  28. 

Come  unto  me^  all  ye  that  labour^  and  are  heavy 
laden ^  and  I  ivill  give  you  rejl, 

IT  was  prophefied  of  our  Lord  long  be- 
fore his  manifeftation  in  the  flefh,  that 
he  fliould  "  proclaim  liberty  to  the  cap- 
"  tives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to 
"  them  that  are  bound:"  And  lo!  here  he 
doth  it  in  the  kindefl:  and  mod  endearing 
manner,  offering  reji^  or  fpiritual  relief, 
to  every  labouring  and  heavy  laden  finner. 

Co7ne  uftto  7iie^  all  ye  that  labour^  and  are 

heavy  laden^  and  I  vuill  give  you  rejl. 

In  difcourling  from  which  words,  I  pro- 
pofe,  in  dependence  upon  divine  aid, 

Firjl^  To  open  the  charadler  of  thofe  to 
whom  the  invitation  is  addreffed : 

Secondly^  To  explain  the  invitation  it- 
felf,  and  fhow  what  is  included  in  coming 

to 
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to  Chrift:  After  which  I  fliall  endeavour, 
in  the 

Third  place,  To  illnftrate  the  gracious 
condefcending  promife  with  which  our 
Lord  enforces  the  call  :  /  ivill  give  you 
reft, 

I  begin  with  the  characfler  of  thofe  to 
whom  the  invitation  is  addrefled.  They 
are  fuch,  you  fee,  as  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden ;  that  is,  who  feel  the  unfupportable 
load  of  guilt,  and  the  galling  fetters  of  cor- 
rupt affedlions,  and  earneftly  long  to  be  de- 
livered from  both  ;  for  thefe  were  the  per- 
fons  whom  our  Saviour  always  regarded  as 
the  peculiar  objecfls  of  his  attention  and 
care. — By  our  fatal  apoftacy,  we  forfeited 
at  once  our  innocence  and  our  happinefs ; 
we  become  doubly  miferable,  liable  to  the 
juflice  of  God,  and  flaves  to  Satan  and  our 
own  corruptions.  But  few,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  are  feniible  of  this  mifery !  The 
bulk  of  mankind  are  fo  hot  in  the  purfuit 
of  perilhing  trifles,  that  they  can  find  no 
leifure  ferioufly  to  examine  their  fpiritual 
condition.  Thefe  indeed  have  a  load  upon 
them,  of  weight  more  than  fufEcient  to  fink 

them 
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them  into  perdition ;  but  they  are  not  heavy 
laden  in  the  fenfe  of  my  text.  Om'  Saviour 
plainly  fpeaks  to  thole  who  feel  their  bur- 
den, and  are  groaning  under  it ;  otherwife 
the  promife  of  reft,  or  deliverance,  could  be 
no  inducement  to  bring  them  to  him.  And 
the  call  is  particularly  addrefTed  to  fuch,  for 
two  obvious  reafons  : 

i^^V/?,  Becaufe  our  Lord  knew  well  that 
none  elfe  would  comply  with  it.  "  The 
"  full  foul  loaths  the  honey-comb."  Such 
is  the  pride  of  our  hearts,  that  each  of  us 
would  wifh  to  be  a  faviour  to  himfelf,  and 
to  purchafe  heaven  by  his  own  perfonal  me- 
rit. This  was  the  "  rock  of  offence"  upon 
which  the  Jev^s  ftumbJed  and  fell :  they 
could  not  bear  the  thought  of  being  indebt- 
ed to  the  righteoufnefs  of  another  for  par- 
don and  acceptance  with  God ;  for  fo  the 
Apoftle  teftifies  concerning  them,  [Rom.  x. 
3.),  "Being  ignorant  of  God's  righteoufnefs, 
*'  they  went  about  to  eftablifh  their  own 
"  righteoufnefs,  and  did  not  fubmit  them- 
"  felves  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of  God." 
And  ftill  this  method  of  juftifying  fanners  is 
oppofed  and  rejected  by  every  "  natural 

man." 
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man."  He  feels  not  his  difeafe,  and  there- 
fore treats  the  phyiician  with  contempt  and 
fcorn :  whereas  the  foul  that  is  enlightened 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  awakened  to  a 
fenfe  of  its  guilt  and  pollution,  lies  pro- 
ftrate  before  the  mercy-feat,  crying  out 
with  Paul  when  ftruck  to  the  ground, 
"  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  r" — 
It  was  therefore  with  peculiar  fignificancy, 
that  our  Lord  introduced  his  fermon  upon 
the  mount  by  adjudging  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  to  the  **  poor  in  fpirit,"  placing  hu- 
mility in  the  front  of  all  the  other  graces, 
as  being  the  entrance  into  a  religious  temper, 
the  beginning  of  the  divine  life,  the  firft 
ftep  of  the  foul  in  its  return  to  God. 

2dl)\  The  labouring  and  heavy  laden  are 
particularly  diftinguifhed ;  becaufe  other- 
wife,  perfons  in  that  fituation,  hopelefs  of 
relief,  might  be  in  danger  of  excluding 
themfelves  from  the  offer  of  mercy.  If  there 
was  only  a  general  call  to  come  to  the  Sa- 
viour, the  humble  convinced  foul,  preffed 
down  with  a  fenfe  of  its  guilt  and  depravity, 
might  be  ready  to  object,  Surely  it  cannot 
be  fuch  a  worthlefs  and  wicked  creature  as 

I 
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I  am,  to  whom  the  Lord  directs  his  invi- 
tation. And  therefore,  he  "  who  will  not 
"  break  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench  the 
"  fmoking  flax,"  doth  kindly  encourage  them 
by  this  fpecial  addrefs,  that  the  very  thing 
which  to  chemfelves  would  appear  the  great- 
eft  obftacle  in  the  way  of  mercy,  might  be- 
come the  means  of  afTuring  them,  that  they 
are  the  very  perfons  for  whom  mercy  is 
prepared. 

Let  this  then  encourage  every  weary  felf- 
condemning  finner:  The  greater  your  guilt 
appears  in  your  own  eye,  the  greater  ground 
you  have  to  expedl  relief  if  you  apply  for  it. 
Mercy  looks  for  nothing  but  an  affedling 
fenfe  of  the  need  of  mercy.  Say  not.  If  my 
burden  were  of  a  lefler  weight,  I  might  hope 
to  be  delivered  from  it ;  for  no  burden  is 
too  heavy  for  Omnipotence :  he  who  is 
"  mighty  to  fave,"  can  eafily  remove  the 
moft  oppreffive  load  ;  "  his  blood  cleanfeth 
*'  from  all  fin,"  and  "  by  him  all  who  be- 

"  lieve,  are  juftified  from  all  things." 

This  great  phyfician  did  not  come  to  heal 

fome  flight  diftempers,  but  to  cure  thofe 

inveterate  plagues,  which  none  befides  him- 

I  felf 


SERMON       VII.         igi 

felf  was  able  to  cure.  Whatever  your  dif- 
eafe  be,  it  fliall  neither  reproach  his  fkill 
nor  his  power ;  and  all  that  he  requires  on 
your  part,  is  a  fubmiflive  temper  to  ufe  the 
means  he  prefcribes,  with  a  firm  reliance 
upon  their  virtue  and  efficacy.  If  you  are 
truly  convinced,  that  your  guilt  is  To  great, 
and  your  corruptions  fo  ftrong,  that  none 
in  heaven  or  on  earth  can  fave  you  from 
them  but  Chrifl  alone ;  if  you  are  groaning 
under  the  burden  of  fin,  and  can  find  no 
reft  till  pardoning  mercy  and  fandlifying 
grace  bring  you  relief;  then  are  you  in  the 
very  pofture  which  my  text  defcribes ;  and 
I  may  warrantably  fay  unto  you  what 
Martha  faid  to  Mary,  "  Arife  quickly,  the 
"  Mafter  is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee." 
And  this  is  his  call.  Come  unto  me.  Which 
is  the 

Second  thing  I  propofed  to  explain.  Now, 
for  underftanding  this,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  remind  you  of  the  different  charaders 
which  our  Lord  fuftains ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  important  offices  which  he  exe- 
cutes as  our  Redeemer.     Thefe,  you  know, 

are 
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are  three,  to  wit,  the  offices  of  a  Prophet 
of  a  Prieft,  and  of  a   King;    in   each   of 
which  the  Lord  Jefus  muft  be  diftinclly 
regarded  by  every  foul  that  comes  to  him. 
Accordingly,    you   may   obferve,    that   in 
this  gracious  invitation,  he  exhibits  him- 
felf  to  our  view  in  all  thefe  characters :  for 
to  the  condefcending  offer  of  removing  our 
guilt,  he  immediately  annexes  the  command, 
"  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of 
me. 
Such  is  our  mifery  by  the  fall,  that  we 
are  not  only  become  the  objecfls  of  God's 
righteous   difpleafure,    and   liable  to  that 
awful  punilhment  which  was  the  penalty 
of  the   firft  covenant,   but  our  nature  is 
wholly  difeafed    and    corrupted ;    fo   that 
"  in  us,   in  our  flelh,    dwelleth   no  good 
"  thing."     Our  underftanding  is-  darkened, 
filled  with  prejudices  againfl  the  truth,  and 
incapable  of  difcerning  fpiritual  objects : 
"  For  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the. 
"  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,    they  are 
"  fooliflinefs  to  him;  neither  can  he  know 
"  them,    becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  dif- 
"  cerned."     Our  will  is  ftubborn  and  re- 
bellious, 
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bellious,  like  "  an  iron  finew,"  which  no 
force  can  bend ;  fo  inflexible  in  its  oppo- 
fition  to  the  divine  law,  that  it  is  called  in 
Scripture  "  enmity  againft  God :"  and  all 
our  affections  are  wild  and  ungovernable, 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafon  and  confcience, 
in  perpetual  difcord  among  themfclves,  and 
wholly  alienated  from  God,  in  whom  alone 
they  Ihould  vmite  and  centre. — Such  a  Sa- 
viour, therefore,  was  neceffary  for  our  re- 
lief, as  could  effecrtually  remedy  all  thofe 
evils,  and  not  only  redeem  us  from  wrath, 
but  likewife  prepare  us  for  happinefs,  by 
reftoring  our  nature  to  that  original  perfec- 
tion'from  which  it  had  fallen. 

For  this  end,  our  Lord  JeRis  Chrift,  that 
he  might  be  in  all  refpeds  furniflied  for 
his  great  undertaking,  was  folemnly  invert- 
ed by  his  heavenly  Father  with  each  of  the 
important  offices  I  have  named ;  that  our 
underftanding  being  enlightened  by  his 
divine  teaching,  and  our  will  fubdued  by 
his  regal  power,  we  might  be  capable  of 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  that  pardon,  which, 
as  our  great  High-prieft,  he  hath  purchafed 
with  his  blood.— « — Now,  in  all  thefe  cha- 

VoL.  I,  N  raders, 
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raclers,  the  Scriptures  propofe  him  to  our 
faith;  arxd  v/e  do  not  comply  with  the  in- 
vitation in  my  text,  unlefs  we  come  to  him 
for  the  proper  work  of  each  office,  and  em- 
brace him  in  the  full  extent  of  his  com- 
miffion ;  that  "  of  God  he  may  be  made 
*'  unto  us,  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
"  fanclification,  and  redemption." 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  foul,  in  its 
fir  ft  approach  to  Chrift,  doth  principally  re- 
gard him  as  a  prieft  or  a  facrifice;  and 
therefore  faith,  as  it  is  employed  for  jufti- 
fication,  or  pardon,  is  emphatically  flyled, 
Faith  in  his  blood.  To  this  God  looks  when 
lie  juftifies  the  finner ;  he  views  him  as 
fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  atonement :  and 
therefore,  to  the  fame  blood  the  finner  mufl 
neceflfarily  look,  upon  his  firft  application 

to  Chrift. When  the  criminal  under  the 

law  fled  to  the  horns  of  the  altar,  he  confi- 
dered  the  temple  rather  as  a  place  of  pro- 

tedion  thanof  worfliip. The  authority 

of  a  teacher,  and  the  majefty  of  a  king,  are 
objedls  of  terror  to  a  felf-condemning  fin- 
ner, and  by  no  means  fuit  his  prefent  ne- 
cefTity.    Chrift,  as  fuffering,  and  "  bearing 

"  our 
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"  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,"  is  ' 
the  only  objed  that  can  yield  him  relief 
and  comfort ;  for  where  Qiall  he  find  the 
reft  of  his  foul,  but  where  God  found  the 
fatisfac^ion  of  his  juftice? 

Neverthelefs,    though   Chrift   upon   the 
crofs  be  the  firft  and  moft  immediate  ob- 
jea  of  faith,  yet  the  believer  doth  not  ftop 
there  ;   but  having  difcovered  a  fufficient 
atonement  for  his   guilt,    he  proceeds  to 
contemplate  the  other  charaders  of  his  Re- 
deemer, and  heartily  approves  of  them  all 
as  perfeaiy  adapted  to  all  his  neceifities. 
He  hearkens  to  his  inftrudion,  and  cheer- 
fully fubmits  to  his  yoke,  and  covets  no- 
thing fo  much  as  to  be  taught  and  govern- 
ed by  him.     The  ingenuity  of  faith  fpeak- 
eth  after  this  manner ;— Seeing  Chrift  is  my 
Prieft  to  expiate  my  guilt,  it  is  but  juft  and 
reafonable  that  he  ftiould  be  my  Prophet  to 
teach  me,  and  my  King  to  rule  over  me ; 
that  as  I  live  by  his  merits,  I  Ihould  alfo 
walk  by  his  law. 

O  blefTed  Jefusl  faith  the  foul  that  comes 

to  him,  thou  true  and  living  way  to  the 

Father !    I  adore  thy  condefcending  grace, 

N  2  ^" 
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in  becoming  a  facrifice  and  fin-ofFering  for 
me  :  and  now,  encouraged  by  thy  kind  in- 
vitation, I  flee  to  thee  as  my  only  city  of 
refuge ;  I  come  to  thee  *'  wretched,  and 
"  miferable,  and  poor,  and  bUnd,  and  na- 
"  ked  :" — I  have  no  price  to  oiFer  thee,  no 
goodnefs  at  all  to  recommend  me  to  thy  fa- 
vour :  labouring  aiid  hea'vy  ladefi^  I  call  my- 
felf  at  thy  feet,  and  look  to  thy  free  mercy 
alone  for  the  removal  of  this  burden,  which, 
without  thy  interpofition,    mud  fink  me 

down  to  the  lowed  hell. Abhorring  my- 

felf  in  every  view  I  can  take,  I  embrace 
thee  for  my  righteoufnefs ;  fprinkled  with 
thine  atoning  blood,   I  fhall  not  fear  the 

deflroying  angel : Juftice  hath  already 

had  its  triumph  on  thy  crofs ;  and  there- 
fore I  take  thy  crofs  for  my  fancfluary. 

This  is  my  reft  ;  and  here  will  I  ftay,  for  I 
like  it  well.. 

Nor  is  this  my  only  errand  to  thee,  O 
thou  complete  Saviour!- — I  bring  to  thee  a 
dark   benighted   mind   to   be  illuminated 

with   fa\'ing   knowledge. "  Thou  haft 

"  the  words  of  eternal  life ;"  "  in  thee  are 
"  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom:"  I  there- 
fore 
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fore  relign  my  underftanding  to  thy  teach- 
ing ;  for  "  no  man  knoweth  the  Father  but 
"  the  Son,  and  thofe  to  whom  the  Son  fhall 
*'  reveal  him." 

I  Hkewife  choofe  thee  for  my  Lord  and 
my  King;  for  thou  "  art  altogether  lovely," 
and  in  every  chara(5ler  neceflary  to  my  foul. 

Here  are  enemies  whom  none  can  van- 

quifli  but  thyfelf; — here  are  corruptions, 
which  nothing  lefs  than  all-conquering 
grace  can  fubdue:  I  therefore  implore  thine 

almighty  aid. Do  thou  pofTefs  the  throne 

in  my  heart,  and  cad  out  of  it  whatever 

oppofeth  or  offendeth  thee. It  is  thine 

already  by  purchafe ; — O  make  it  thine  al- 
fo  by  conqueft: !  and  perform  the  whole 
work  of  a  Saviour  upon  it. 

After  this  manner  doth  the  believer  nd- 
drefs  himfelf  to  Chrift ;  and  thus  doth  he 
anfwer  the  call  to  come  unto  him.  From  all 
which  we  may  learn  our  duty  in  this  mat- 
ter. Let  every  labouring  and  heavy  laden 
finner,  who  hears  me  this  day,  fpeedily  be- 
take himfelf  to  the  fame  happy  courfe :  plead 
his  own  call,  and  humbly  claim  his  graci- 
ous protedlion ;    flee  without  delay  to  his 

N  3  atoning 
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atoning  blood,  and  cleave  to  him  as  the  Lord 
your  "  righteoufnefs,  and  your  ftrength." 

■ 1  fliall  afterwards  reprefentto  you  thofe 

fure  grounds  of  hope  which  may  encourage 
you  to  do  this :  In  the  mean  time,  let  us 
confider 

The  gracious  promife  with  which  our 
Lord  enforces  the  invitation :  /  ivill  give 
you  reft.     This  was  the 

Third  thing  I  propofed  to  illuftrate. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  reft  here 
fpoken  of,  mufl  be,  at  lead,  of  equal  extent 
with  the  burthen^  and  include  a  deliverance 
from  every  caufe  of  trouble  to  the  foul. 
But  this  fubjedl  is  an  ocean  without  bottom 
or  fliore ;  we  cannot  nieafure  the  length  or 
breadth  of  it,  neither  can  its  depth  be  fa- 
thomed ;  for  "  the  riches  of  Chrift  are  un- 
"  fearchable ;"  and  furely  no  tongue  can 
cxprefs  what  the  mind  itfelf  is  unable  to 
comprehend.  Neverthelefs  I  fhall  attempt 
to  fay  a  few  things  which  maybeofufe 
to  help  forward  your  comfort  and  joy,  till 
eternity  fliall  unfold  the  whole  to  your 
view. 

Doth 
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Doth  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  the  ciirfe  of 
the  law,  lie  heavy  upon  thy  foul  ?  *'  Behold 
"  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the 
"  fin  of  the  world."  In  the  facrifice  of 
Chrifl  there  is  an  infinite  merit  that  can 
never  be  exhaufted.  He  hath  fatisfied  the 
moft  extenfive  demands  of  juflice,  and  pur- 
chafed  a  full  and  everlafting  indemnity  to 
every  penitent  believing  finner :  io  that 
"  now  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them 
"  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefas."  No  fooner 
doth  a  foul  come  to  him  in  the  manner  I  de- 
fcribed,  than  it  "  paffeth  from  death  to  life.'* 
He  fpreads  his  righteoufnefs  over  it,  and, 
under  that  covering,  prefents  it  to  his  hea- 
venly Father  :  from  that  happy  moment  it 
is  no  longer  under  th^  law,  but  under  grace: 
"  For  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the 
"  curfe  of  the  law,  by  his  being  made  a 

"  curfe  for  us." And  wdiat  a  plentiful 

fource  of  confolation  is  this  !  Well  may 
the  finner  "  be  of  good  cheer,"  to  whom 
Chrift  hath  faid,  "  Thy  fins  are  forgiven 
"  thee." 

Do  you  feel   a   law   in   your  members 
warring  againft  the  law  of  your  mind  ? 

N  4  Are 
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Are  you  harrafled  with  temptations,  and 
fo  environed  with  *'  a  body  of  death,"  that 
you  are  made  to  cry  out,  as  Paul  once  did, 
"  O  wretched  man,  who  fliall  deUver  me !" 
Look  up  to  that  Prince  and  Saviour,  whom 
God  hath  exalted,  not  only  to  give  remif- 
fion  of  fins,  but  likewife  to  bellow  repent- 
ance upon  his  people,  and  grace  to  help 
them  in  every  time  of  need.  Chrift  hath 
obtained  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  whofe  almighty 
aid  the  Chriftian  can  do  all  things.  He  will 
plant  that  immortal  feed  in  your  heart?, 
which  fliall  gradually  kill  the  weeds  of  cor- 
ruption :  fo  that,  according  to  his  faithful 
v/ord  of  promife,  though  fin  may  lodge  and 
fight  within  you,  yet  it  fhall  not  be  able  to 
get  "  doininion  over  you." 

Do  you  fear  that  feme  unforefeen  caufe 
may  provoke  him  to  forfake  you,  to  with- 
draw his  love,  and  the  communications 
of  his  grace?  Know  that  "  the  gifts  and 
*'  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance." 
Chrift  is  the  "  good  fliepherd,  who  carries 
"  the  lambs  in  his  bofom;"  and  therefore 
they  cannot  perilh,  becaufe  none  is  ftrong 
enough  to  pluck  them  out  of  his  hand. 

The 
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The  believer  is  not  left  to  (land  by  him- 
felf;  he  who  is  the  author  is  hkewife  the 
finiflier  of  his  people's  faith.  Omnipo- 
tence is  their  guardian  ;  and  they  are 
"  kept,"  not  by  their  own  ftrength,  but 
"  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith 
"  unto  falvation." 

Thefe  three  are  furely  the  hcav'iejl  bur- 
dens with  which  the  foul  of  man  can  be 
opprefTed ;  and  you  fee  that  the  Lord  Jc- 

fus  is  able  to  remove  them  all. There 

are,  no  doubt,  many  other  caufes  of  dif- 
couragement  to  which  we  are  liable,  fo 
long  as  we  fojourn  in  this  valley  of  tears ; 
but  as  none  of  ihem  are  equal  to  thofe  I 
have  already  named,  we  may  certainly  con- 
clude, that  he  who  performs  the  greater 
work,  can,  with  infinite  eafe,  perform  the 
lelfer  alfo.  And  indeed,  if  I  might  ftay 
upon  this  branch  of  the  fubjedl,  it  would 
be  no  difficult  tafk  to  fliow,  that  in  all 
other  refpe6ls  believers  "  are  complete  in 
"  Chrift,"  and  may  by  faith  derive  from 
him  whatever  is  neceffary  either  for  their 
fafety  or  comfort  in  this  world:  *'  For  it 
^*  hath  pleafed   the   Father,    that   in   him 

"  fliould 
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"  fhould  all  fullnefs  dwell,"  as  it  is  written, 
CQloJff.  i,  19. 

But  if  we  would  behold  the  rejl  here 
fpoken  of  in  its  utmoft  extent,  and  higheft 
perfecflion,  we  mufl  look  above  us  to  that 
heavenly  world,  from  which  fin,  and  all 
the  painful  efFedls  of  it,  are  eternally  ex- 
cluded. "  There  remaineth  a  reft,"  faid  the 
Apoftle,  "  for  the  people  of  God."  Great 
and  manifold  are  their  privileges  even  in 
this  world ;  but  beyond  all  thefe,  are  ftill 
more  glorious  and  enriching  bleflings  that 
await  them  in  the  next,  which  our  "  ears 
"  have  not  yet  heard,  neither  can  our  hearts 

"  conceive" When  we  attempt  to  think 

of  that  exalted  happinefs,  we  can  do  little 
more  than  remove  from  it  in  our  minds 
all  thofe  affliding  evils  and  grounds  of 
difcouragement  which  w^e  prefently  feel : 
only  we  muft  conclude,  that  whatever  the 
particular  ingredients  are,  the  happinefs  it- 
felf  muft  be,  in  all  refpecfls,  worthy  of  its 
glorious  Author,  and  proportioned  to  the 
infinite  price  that  was  paid  for  it.  Our 
Lord  himfelf  calls  it  a  "  kingdom,"  nay,  a 
^*  kingdom  prepared  from  the  foundation 

"of 
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"  of  the  world ;"  and  the  Apoftle  Peter 
hath  reeorded  three  of  its  diflingiiifhing 
properties,  {i  Peler  i.  4..),  where  he  ftyleb 
it  an  "  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled, 
"  and  that  fadeth  not  away." 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  that  refl  which 
Chrift  will  finally  beflow  upon  his  people. 
They  fhall  "  enter  into  the  joy  of  their 
"  Lord."  All  their  burdens  iliall  drop 
with  their  natural  bodies  ;  none  of  them 
can  pafs  beyond  the  grave.  Then  faith 
and  hope  fhall  become  fight  and  enjoy- 
ment ;  then  love  grown  peifecl  fliall  cad 
out  fear  ;  and  nothing  fliall  remain  of  all 
their  former  trials,  but  the  grateful  remem- 
brance of  that  friendly  hand  which  fup- 
ported  them,  and  hath  at  length  crowned 
their  "  light  and  momentary  afHictions," 
with  a  "  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
"  weight  of  glory." 

And  now,  in  the  review  of  all  that  has 
been  faid,  methinks  every  finner  who  hears 
me  fhould  be  ready  to  anfwer  the  call  of 
my  text  in  the  language  of  Peter,  "  Lord, 
"  to  whom  fhall   we  go  but  unto  thee  ? 

"  for 
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*'  for  thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  Hfe." 

O  that  there  were  fuch  hearts  in  us ! 

But  perhaps  fome  humble  foul  may- 
fay,  Gladly  would  I  go  to  this  Saviour, 
willingly  would  I  throw  myfelf  at  his  feet 
and  implore  his  protedlion ;  but  fuch,  alas ! 
is  my  vilenefs  and  unworthinefs,  fo  long 
have  I  flighted  his  offers  and  abufed  his 
grace,  that  I  fear  this  call,  kind  as  it  is,  doth 
not  extend  to  mp:  my  cafe  is  Singularly 
bad,  and  my  fins>  have  been  aggravated  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  my  defpondlng  heart 
hath  already  pronounced  the  fentence  of 
condemnation ;  and  the  doom  appears 
fo  juft,  fo  righteous,  that  I  can  fee  no 
ground  to  hope  that  ever  it  fhall  be  re- 
verfed. — For  removing  this  obftacle,  which 
feems  to  lie  in  the  way  of  your  return  to 
Chrift,  let  me  beg  your  attention  to  the 
following  particulars. 

Conlider  the  great  condefceniion  of  this 
Redeemer.  While  he  was  upon  earth,  he 
never  rejected  any  who  fought  relief  from 
him:  like  a  fanduary,  whofe  gates  ftand 
continually  open,  he  gave  free  undebarred 
accefs  to  all,  infomuch  that  his  enemies, 

by 
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by  way  of  reproach,  flyled  him  the  friend 

of  fiddle ans  and  finntrs. Neither  did  our 

Lord  difown  the  chara(5ler :  on  the  con- 
trary, he  gloried  in  it,  and  proclaimed  it 
openly  to  the  world  ;  declaring,  upon  all 
proper  occafions,  that  "  he  was  come  to 
"  feek,  and  to  fave,  that  which  was  loft." 
For  this  end,  he  afTumed  our  nature ;  for 
this  end,  he  fulTered  and  died ;  and  upon 
the  fame  benevolent  defign,  he  is  now 
gone  up  to  heaven,  "  where  he  appears 
"  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us;" — "  that 
"  if  any  man  fin,  he  may  have  an  advo- 
"  cate  with  the  Father,"  to  folicit  his  par- 
don, and  to  plead  his  caufe. And  may 

not  thefe  difcoveries  of  his  merciful  na- 
ture cxpell  your  fears,  and  revive  your 
hope  ?  Has  he  in  a  manner  laid  afide  the 
majefty  of  a  fovereign,  and  put  on  the 
mild  and  amiable  afpetSl  of  a  tender-hearted 
fympathifing  friend?  and  may  not  this  by 
itfelf  encourage  you  to  draw  near  to  him, 
and  to  claim  the  bleflings  of  that  rejl  he 
hath  obtained  for  his  people! 

But,  lo,  he  hath  prevented  you  even  in 
this:  for  to  all  the  proofs  of  his  good- will 

to 
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to  men,  he  fuperadds  the  mod  warm  and 
preffing  invitations,    to   come  to  him  for 

relief  from  all    their  burdens. "  In 

"  the  laft  day,  the  great  day  of  the  feaft, 
"  Jefus  flood  and  cried.  If  any  man  thirft, 

*'  let  him  come  unto  me,  and  drink." 

"  Behold,"  fiiid  he  to  the  degenerated 
church  of  the  Laodiceans,  "  Behold,  I 
"  (land  at  the  door,  and  knock ;  If  ajiy 
"  man  will  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the 
"  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him,  and  fup 
''  with  him,  and  he  with  me."  And  in 
the  concluding  chapter  of  the  Revelation, 
it  is  written,  "  The  Spirit  and  the  bride 
"  fay,  Come :  and  let  him  that  is  a- third 
"  come :  and  ivhofoever  njoill^  let  him 
"  come,  and  take  the  water  of  life  freely." 

So  that  you  fee  my  text  is  not  a  fm- 

gular  inftance  of  condefcenfion  ;  the  Scrip- 
tures are  repleniilied  with  invitations  of 
the  fame  kind  ;  and  they  are  all  exprefTed 
in  the  mod  extenlive  and  abfolute  terms, 
on  purpofe,  as  it  were,  to  obviate  every 
pofTible  objedion,  and  to  remove  all  jea- 
loufy  from  the  mod  defponding  fmners, 
I  who 
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who  might  otherwife  have  fufpec^ed  that 
the  call  did  not  reach  fo  far  as  them. 

But  left  the  offer  of  a  Saviour,  when  view- 
ed as  a  privilege,  might  Hill  appear  in  the 
eyes  of  fome  a  privilege  too  high  for  them 
to  afpire  to,  therefore  it  hath  pleafed  the 
Father  to  interpofe  his  authority,  and  to 
make  it  our  duty  to  embrace  the  offer: 
as  we  learn  from  that  remarkable  pallage, 

(i  John  iii.  23.), "  This  is  the  command 

*'  of  God,   that  we  fliould  believe  on  the 

"  name   of  his  Son   Jefus    Chrifl." So 

that  faith  in  Chrift  becomes  an  a6l  of  obe- 
dience ;  the  law  of  the  Supreme  Governor 
is  the  finner's  warrant  to  come  to  the  Sa- 
viour; and  therefore  it  can  be  no  pre- 
fumption  in  any,  however  guilty  they  have 
been,  to  flee  to  this  city  of  refuge,  feeing  he 
who  hath  appointed  it,  not  only  permits, 
but  peremptorily  commands  them  to  re- 
pair to  it. 

And  to  crown  all,  our  Lord  himfelf 
hath  declared  in  the  mod  folemn  manner, 
that  none  fliall  be  rejeded  who  come  to 
him  for  falvation. — Thefe  are  his  words 
(John  vi.  37.) ;     «  Him  that  cometh   to 

"me 
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"  me  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out."  I  will  re- 
ceive him  with  outftretched  arms;  I  will 
tenderly  embrace  and  cherifli  him,  and  fo 
unite  him  to  myfelf,  that  the  combined 
force  of  earth  and  hell  fhall  never  be  able 
to  difTolve  the  union,  or  to  feparate  his  foul' 
from  my  unchangeable  love. 

Lift  up  thy  head,  then,   O  labouring  and 
hea^vy-laden  finner !    ponder,   with  due  at- 
tention,   thofe  grounds  of  encouragement 
I   have  briefly  fuggefted.      Doth   the   Fa- 
ther command  you  to  believe  on  his  Son  ? 
doth  the    Lord   Jefus    invite,   nay   intreat 
you,   to   come   to  him,   and   at   the  fame 
time  aiTure  you  that  "  he  will  in  no  wife 
"  cad  you  out  ?"    and  fhall  not  this  mul- 
tiplied   fecurity   remove    all  your    doubts, 
and  bring  you  to  him  with  a  humble,  but 
ftedfaft,  hope  of  obtaining  that  rejl  which 
he   offers    unto   you  ? Say   not   hence- 
forth,  My  burden  is   fo  heavy,    and  my 
guilt  fo  great,  that  I  dare  not  go  to  him ; 
but  rather;  fay.  My  burden  is  fo  heavy, 
that  I  mujl  go  to  him;  for  no  other  arm 
can  remove    it   but  his   own.     He   offers 
you  his  help,  becaufe  you  are  miferable ; 
I  he 
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he  invites  you  to  come  to  him,  not  becaufe 
you  deferve,  but  becaufe  you  need  his  aid. 
Arife  then,  O  fmners!  and  obey  his  call: 
caft  youi"  burden  upon  him  who  is  mighty 
to  fave;  yield  yourf'elves,  without  referve, 
to  this  faithful  Redeemer,  to  be  juftified 
by  his  blood,  and  fancflified  by  his  fpirit ; 
"  take  his  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of 
"  him  ;"  and  then  you  Ihall  find  rcjl  to 
your  foul. 

But  what  fhall  I  fay  to  thofe  who  have 
never  as  yet  felt  the  burden  of  fin  ?  who, 
amidft  the  deepefl  poverty  and  wretched- 
nefs,  imagine  themfelves  to  be  "  rich, 
"  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  to  fland 

*'  in    need   of    nothing  ?" Alas  !     my 

friends,    what  can  we  do   for  fuch  ? 

Shall  I  denounce  the  curfes  of  a  broken 

covenant  to  alarm  their  fears  ? Shall  I 

publifh  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  and  by 
thefe    perfuade    them    to    flee    from    the 

wrath  to  come  ? Indeed,  confiderations 

of  this  kind  feem  proper  and  necefTary,  to 
roufe   them   from  that   deadly   fleep   into 

which  they  are  caft. And  believe  it,  O 

finners !    that   no   reprefentations   of   this 

Vol.  I.  O  fort, 
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fort,  however  awful  they  might  appear, 
could  exceed,  or  even  equal,  the  dreadful 
reality;  "  for  who  knoweth  the  power  of 
"  God's  anger  ?" 

But  as  my  text  breathes  nothing  but 
love  and  clemency,  I  Ihall  rather,  upon 
this  occalion,  "  befeech  you  by  the  meek- 
*'  nefs  and  gentlenefs  of  Chrift,"  and  fetch 
my  arguments  from  the  endearing  conde- 
fceniions  of  his  mercy  and  grace. 

Know  then,  O  finners !  that,  after  all 
the  contempt  you  have  thrown  upon  him, 
he  is  ftill  willing  to  become  your  Saviour. 
Ungrateful  as  you  have  been,  he  once 
more  opens  his  arms,  and  invites  you  to 

come  unto  him. He  fends  us  forth  this 

day,  to  call  after  you  in  his  name,  and  to 
intreat  you  in  his  flead  to  be  reconciled  to 

God.' Behold,   in   the   gofpel- offer,   he 

lays,  as  it  were,  his  crucified  body  in  your 
way,  to  flop  you  in  your  felf-deflroying 
courfe. — And  will  you  flill  prefs  onward, 
**  and  trample  under  foot  the  Son  of  God  ?" 
Behold,  his  blood,  like  a  mighty  ri- 
ver, flows  between  you  and  the  place  of 
torment ; — And  will  you  force  your  paf- 

fage 
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fage  to  the  everlafting  burnings  through 
this   immenfe   ocean  of  redeeming    love? 

O   fmners,    think   of   this  !    all   who 

perilh  under  the  gofpel  mufl  carry  this 
dreadful  aggravation  along  with  them, 
That  mercy  was  in  their  offer,  and  they 
would  not  accept  it;  nay,  that  they  in- 
fulted  and  abufed  the  mercy  that  would 
have  faved  them. — And  *'  can  your  hearts 
"  endure,  or  can  your  hands  be  ftrong,  in 
"  the  day  that  God  fliall  deal  with  you  * 
for  this  contempt  ? — For  the  Lord's  fake, 
open  your  eyes  in  time;  look  upon  him 
whom  you  have  pierced  by  your  fins,  and 
mourn. — I  addrefs  you  as  the  angels  did 
Lot,  when  they  brought  him  forth  from 
Sodom  ;  "  Efcape  for  thy  life,  look  not  be- 
"  hind  thee,  neither  flay  thou  in  all  the 
"  plain:"  Flee  to  the  Saviour,  "  lell  thou 
"  be  confumed." 

As  for  you  who  have  already  got  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  city  of  refuge,  I  have 
one  requefl  to  make  to  you,  with  which 

I  fhall  conclude*. Come  now  and  re- 

O  2  ceive 

*  This,  and  the  four  Sermons  that  immediately  fol- 
low, were  preached  at  the  celebration  of  our  Lord's 
Supper. 
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ceive  the  new  teflament  in  Chrift's  blood : 
— For  confirming  your  faith,  and  increa- 
flng  your  joy,  he  hath  inflituted  this  vi- 
fible  pledge  of  his  love,  this  external  feal 
of  his  gracious  covenant ;  that,  by  the 
elements  of  bread  and  wine,  the  appointed 
fymbols  of  his  broken  body  and  fhed 
blood,  he  might  invefl:  his  people  with  a 
full  and  unalterable  right  to  all  the  blelTed 

fruits    of   his    fufFerings    and   death. 

And  therefore,  as  you  have  come  to  Chrifl 
himfelf,  you  may  lawfully  confider  the  in- 
vitation in  my  text  as  your  warrant  and 
call  to  come  to  his  table ;  and  may  hope 
to  find,  in  this  holy  facrament,  fomething 
of  that  reft^  or  fpi ritual  relief,  which  he  is 
always  ready  to  difpenfe  to  thofe  who  feel 
their  need  of  it,  and  who  know  its  worth. 
Amen, 


S  E  R- 
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ZeCHARIAH  ix.   12. 

Turn  ye  to  thejirong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope: 
even  to-day  do  I  declare^  that  I  will  render 
double  unto  thee. 


IN  the  9th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  procla- 
mation is  made,  that  the  Meiliah  is  at 
hand;    and  the  church  is  called  upon  to 
go  forth,  and  to  meet  him  with  joy.     "  Re- 
"  joice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion ;  fhout, 
*'  O  daughter  of  Jerufalem :    behold,   thy 
"  King  Cometh  unto  thee."     And  that  the 
awe  of  his  majefly  might  be  no  bar  to  their 
joy,  they  are  told,  for  their  encouragement, 
that  he  comes  in  fuch  a  form  of  conde- 
fcenfion  and  grace,  as  ferves  rather  to  in- 
vite, than  forbid  their  approach   to  him: 
For,  "  He  is  juft,   and   having  falvation; 
**  lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  afs,  and  upon 

**  a  colt,  the  fole  of  an  afs." They  are 

O  3  further 
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further  affured,  in  the  loth  verfe,  that  as 
the  enfigns  of  his  royalty  differ  fo  widely 
from  thofe  which  earthly  monarchs  ufe, 
fo  he  fhall  govern  his  fubjedls,  and  fubdue 
his  enemies,  not  by  external  force,  but  by 
inward  perfuafion  ;  not  by  "  the  chariot> 
"  the  horfe,  and  the  battle-bow  ;"  for  all 
thefe  fliall  be  "  cut  off;"  but  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  accompanied  with 
the  powerful  operation  of  his  Spirit,  which 
is  emphatically  called  "  fpeaking  peace 
"  unto  the  Heathen :"  in  confequence 
whereof,  "  his  dominion  fliall  extend  from 
"  fea  to  fea,  and  from  the  river  even  to  the 

"  ends  of  the  earth." And  to  finifli  the 

defcription  of  this  King  of  Zion,  it  is  add- 
ed, in  the  nth  verfe,  that  the  gracious 
aim  of  his  government  is,  to  fet  men  at 
liberty  from  the  vilefl  flavery,  and  to  re- 
leafc  them  from  the  inoft  ignominious  con- 
finement, by  opening  their  prifbn-doors, 
and  "  fending  them  forth  out  of  the  pit 

"  wherein  is  no  water." This  too  he  is 

to  perform  in  a  way  peculiarly  endearing : 
he  is  to  purchafe  their  freedom  with  the 
price  of  his  own  blood;  vyhich,  with  great 

pro- 
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propriety,  is  ftyled  "  the  blood  of  the  co- 
*'  venant,"  as  it  ratifies  and  confirms  that 
covenant  of  grace,  whereby  finners  are  re- 
inftated  in  the  favour  of  God,  and  refcned 
from  the  power  of  all  their  fpiritual  ene- 
mies. 

The  like  reprefentation  is  given  of  the 
MefTiah,  Ifaiah  xlii.  6,  7.  "I  the  Lord  have 
"  called  thee  in  righteoufnefs,  and  will  hold 
"  thine  hand,  and  will  keep  thee,  and  give 
"  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  for  a 
"  light  of  the  Gentiles ;  to  open  the  blind 
"  eyes,  to  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the 
"  prifon,  and  them  that  fit  in  darknefs  out 
"  of  the  prifon-houfe."  And  the  Mefliah 
himfelf  is  introduced,  Ifaiah  Ixi.  at  the  be- 
ginning, fpeaking  to  the  fame  purpofe,  fay- 
ing,— "  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon 
"  me,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me 
"  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek,  he 
"  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken- 
"  hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  cap- 
"  tives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to 
"  them  that  are  bound." 

In  all  thefe  paffages,  he  is  plainly  pointed 
out  to  us  in  the  character  of  a  Redeemer  5 

O  4  and 
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and  as  fuch,  he  ifTues  forth  the  proclama-^ 
tion  in  my  text :  Turn  ye  to  the  Jlrong  hold^ 
ye  pr'ifoners  of  hope ;  even  to-day  do  I  declare^ 
that  1  "Will  render  double  unto  thee. 

In  which  words  we  have  three  things  that 
deferve  our  notice. 

Firjl^  A  defcription  of  the  perfons  whom 
he  comes  to  redeem : — They  are  prifojters  of 
hope, 

idly^  The  advice  or  command  addref- 
fed  to  them : — Turn  ye  to  the  flrong  hold. 
And, 

■T^dly,  A  gracious  and  encouraging  pro- 
mife: — Even  to-day  do  I  declare^  that  I  ivill 
render  double  unto  thee, 

I  propofe,  God  willing,  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  each  of  thefe  particulars,  and 
to  conclude  with  an  improvement  fuited  to 
the  occalion  of  our  prefent  meeting. 

Fhft^  The  perfons  to  whom  the  com- 
mand is  addreifed,  are  called  prf oners  of 
hope. 

The  defcription,  you  fee,  is  of  a  mixed 
nature ;  it  reprefents  a  ftate  in  the  main 
bad,  yet  not  ^o  wholly  bad  as  to  be  paft  re- 
covery, 
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covery.  We  are  all  by  nature  in  a  ftate  of 
bondage,  condemned  by  the  righteous  {en-- 
tence  of  the  law,  and  flaves  to  Satan  and 

our  own  corruptions. By  our  apoftafy 

from  God,  we  funk  into  a  pit,  where  in- 
deed "  there  is  no  water :" — There  we  fit 
"  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  fhadow  of  death," 
deftitute  of  every  thing  that  can  afford  real 

peace  and  joy  to  tlie  foul. But  though 

this  pit  doth  not  yield  any  water,  yet  water 
may  be  brought  into  it.  The  dew  of  divine 
grace  may  defcend  upon  the  prifoners,  and 
"  the  day-fpring  from  on  high'*  may  v'lfiz 
their  dark  abode,  and  guide  them  out  of  it 

into  the  way  of  peace  and  fafety. Hence 

unconverted  finners,  though  prifoners^  may 
properly  be  called  prifoners  oj  hope^  fo  long 

as  their  life  is  continued  upon  earth. 

It  is  true,  that  if  death  furprife  them  in 
that  flate,  they  fhail  then  fmk  lower  into 
another  pit ;  of  which  it  may  be  faid,  with 
an  awful  emphafis,  that  there — "  there  is  no 
"  water  :" — it  yields  none  ; — it  admits  of 
none ; — not  one  drop  can  be  brought  into 
it  to  cool  the  tongue. — But  fo  long  as  they 
live,  their  cafe,  though  bad,  is  by  no  means 

hope- 
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hopelefs ;  there  is  virtue  enough  in  "  the 
"  blood  of  the  covenant"  to  fave  them;  and 
though  they  are  advanced  to  the  laft  ftage 
of  impiety,  yet  even  there  almighty  grace 
can  reach  them,  and  fnatch  them  like 
brands  out  of  the  burning. So  that  un- 
der this  general  denomination  oi pr'ifoners  of 
hope^  every  man  or  woman  living  upon 
earth  is  fpoken  to  in  my  text. And  in- 
deed the  gofpel-call  is  addrefTed  to  finners 
indefinitely: — ''  Unto  you,  O  men,  I  call," 
fays  the  Saviour,  "  and  my  voice  is  to  the 
"  fons  of  men." — "  Look  unto  me,  and  be 

"  faved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth." None 

are  excluded  from  the  offers  of  mercy :  he 
invites  all  to  come  unto  him  ;  and  ''  him 
"  who  Cometh,  he  will  in  no  wife  cad 
**  out." 

But  more  particularly,  the  defcription 
feems  to  point  at  thofe  who  feel  their  mi- 
fery,  and  earneflly  look  and  long  for  deli- 
verance.  Many,  alas  !  are  lying  in  the 

pit  of  an  unconverted  ftate,  without  any 
fenfe  or  feeling  of  their  wo ;  the  darknefs 
is  fo  thick  around  them,  that  they  fee  not 

the  fetters  by  which  they  are  bound. 

Now, 
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Now,  fuch  muft  neceHiirily  put  away  from 
themfelves   every  offer  of  liberty,    faying, 
in  the  fcornful  language  of  the  Pharifees, 
"  We  be  Abraham's  feed,  and  were  never 
"  in  bondage  to  any  man :  how  fayed  thou 
"  then.  Ye  fliall  be  made  free  ?" — I  there- 
fore reckon,  that  fenfible  linners,  humble 
convinced  fouls,  are  fpoken  to  for  their  en- 
couragement under  this  defignation  of  pri- 
foners  of  hope^  not  only  to  diilinguifh  them 
from  thofe  who  are  gone  to  the  pit  where 
there  is  no  hope ;  but  even  from  others, 
who,  though  they  ilill  dwell  in  the  land  of 
hope,  yet,  in  fome  refpe6ls,  may  be  repu- 
ted in  a  hopelefs  condition ;  becaufe  their 
pride  and  infenfibility  put  them  out  of  the 
way   of  help  and  deliverance.      Whereas 
they  who  have  got  an  affedling  view  of  their 
guilt  and  mifery,  lie,  as  it  were,  in  the  very 
road  of  mercy;  nay,  the  more  painful  their 
feelings  are,  the  greater  likelihood  there  is 
of  a  gracious  and  fpeedy  relief:    He  whofe 
office  it  is  "  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted, 
"  and  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives," 
will  neither  deny  them  his  aid,  nor  defer 
their  relief  one  moment  beyond  the  time 

he 
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he  knows  to  be  befl  for  them. — And  there- 
fore finners  of  this  fort  may,  with  peculiar 
propriety,  be  called  prifoncrs  of  hope ;  be- 
caufe,  whatever  their  own  appreheniions 
are,  Chrift  certainly  looks  upon  them  as 
his  proper  charge,  and  invites  them  to  caft 
all  their  burdens  upon  himfelf,  in  thefe 
fweet  condefcending  words,  "  Come  unto 
"  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden, 
"  and  I  will  give  you  reft." 

By  prijoners  of  hope^  then,  w^e  may  un- 
derftand,  more  generally,  all  finners  with- 
out exception,  who  are  within  the  reach  of 
divine  mercy  ;  and  more  efpecially  thofe 
who  are  fuing  for  mercy,  under  the  felt 
burden  of  fin  and  mifery. 

But  I  add  further,  that  even  they  who 
have  obtained  mercy,  feem  likewife  to  be 

included  in  the  defcription  of  my  text. 

The  connection  of  this  with  the  preceding 
verfe,  leads  me  to  this  remark ;  and,  I  ap- 
prehend, lays  a  folid  foundation  for  it :  for 
the  perfons  who  are  fpoken  to  in  this  verfe, 
are  evidently  the  fame  who  were  fpoken  of 
in  the  preceding  one;  and  yet  here  they 
are  denominated  prfoners  of  hope^  though 

juft 
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jufl  before  it  was  fald  of  them,  "  that  by 
"  the  blood  of  the  covenant  they  were  fent 
*'  forth  out  of  the  pit  wherein  is  no  water;'* 
that  is,  cleanfed  from  their  guilt,  and  deli- 
vered from  the  darknefs  and  mifery  of  an 
unconverted  ftate. 

.  I  need  not  obferve  to  you,  that  the  pre- 
fent  condition  of  believers  upon  earth,  is 
neither  a  ftate  of  perfed  liberty,  nor  of  un- 
interrupted peace.  Thefe  are  the  blefled 
ingredients  which  conflitute  the  happinefs 
of  the  Zion  above ;  but  whilfl  they  fojourn 
in  this  (Irange  land,  they  are  liable  to  va- 
rious and  painful  diftrefles. Even  after 

they  have  received  "  the  Spirit  of  adoption," 
they  may  feel  fuch  returns  of  the  "  fpiric 
"  of  bondage,"  as  fliall  oblige  them  to  cry 

out  with   David, — "  My   fpirit   is   over- 

"  whelmed  within  me : — Attend  unto  my 

"  cry,  O  God,  for  I  am  brought  very  low : 

"  — Bring  my  foul  out  of  prifon,  that  1  may 

"  praife  thy  name. 

The  remembrance  of  paft  guilt,  the  pre- 

fent  feeling  of  indwelling  corruption,  the 

hidings  of  God's  face,  and  the  aflaults  and 

buffetings  of  their  fpiritual  enemies,  are  all 

fo 
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Co  many  different  prifons,  in  which  the 
deareft  of  God's  children  may  be  fliiic  up 
for  a  feafon.  And  we  find  fome  of  them 
recorded  in  holy  writ,  who,  during  the 
time  of  this  fpiritual  confinement,  have  felt 
fuch  exquifite  agony,  that  with  difliculty 
they  have  been  kept  from  razing  the  foun- 
dation, and  quitting  all  hope. — Such  was  the 
cafe  of  Afaph  when  he  thus  expreffed  himfelf 
in  the  77th  Pfalm :  "  I  remembered  God,  and 
"  was  troubled : — I  am  fo  troubled,  that  I 
**  cannot  fpeak. — Will  the  Lord  caft  off  for 
"  ever  ?  will  he  be  favourable  no  more  ?  Is 
"  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  ?  doth  his 
"  promife  fail  for  evermore  ?  Hath  God  for- 
"  gotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he  in  anger 

*'  fhut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?" And  how 

diftrelling  mufl  we  fuppofe  the  cafe  of  He- 
man  to  have  been,  when  it  drew  from  him 
fuch  mournful  complaints  as  thefe  : — "  My 
*•  foul  is  full  of  trouble,  and  my  life  draw- 
*'  eth  nigh  unto  the  grave  : — Thou  haft  laid 
'*  me  in  the  loweft  pit,  in  darknefs,  in  the 
*'  deeps  : — Lord  !  why  cafteft  thou  off  my 
"  foul  ?  why  hideft  thou  thy  face  from  me  ? 
I  am  aflflided,  and  ready  to  die  from  my 

"  youth 


C( 
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"  youth  up  :  while  I  fuffer  thy  terrors,  I  am 
"  diflr^dled;  thy  fierce  wrath  goeth  over 
"  me  ;   thy  terrors  have  cut  me  off." 

Thefe  flrong  examples  are  fufficient  to 
prove,  that  there  are  other  prifons  befides 
the  pit  of  an  unconverted  flate  :  Prifons 
where  thofe  who  are  near  and  dear  to  God, 
may,  for  wife  and  holy  reafons,  fuffer  a  tem- 
porary confinement ;  on  account  of  which 
they  may  be  judly  denominated /'ri/ow^rj  of 
hope. 

And  if  fo,  then  my  text  fpeaks  dire(5lly 
to  every  foul  in  this  affembly  ;  and  the  ad- 
vice it  gives  to  each  of  you  is  this  ; 

'Turn  ye  to  the  Jlrong  hold^  ye  prifotiers  of 
hope.     And  this  is  the 

Second  hizxich.  of  the  fubjedl,  which  I  am 
now  to  coniider. 

By  xh.Q  Jlrong  hold  to  which  we  are  ex- 
horted to  turn,  is  undoubtedly  meant  "  the 
**  blood  of  the  covenant,"  fpoken  of  in  the 
preceding  verfe;  or  rather  the  new  covenant 
itfelf,  ratified  and  fealed  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift. 

This  indeed  is  ^Jlrong  hold,  an  impreg- 
nable 
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nable  defence  to  all  who  flee  to  it  for  re-* 
fuge  :  It  is  ''  an  everlaftiag  covenant,  or- 
"  dered  in  all  things  and  fare." — ^Here  an 
efFedual  fupply  is  to  be  found  for  all  the 
finner's  wants  and  neceflities  ; — an  infinite 
facrifice  to  expiate  his  guilt ; — all-conquering 
grace  to  fubdue  his  corruptions  ; — unerring 
wifdom  to  guide  him  : — irrefiftible  power  to 
protecfl  him  ; — unbounded  goodnefs  to  re- 
lieve his  prefent  needs,  and  to  crown  him 
with  glory  and  happinefs  hereafter. — In 
fliort,  "  the  whole  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead'* 
is  treafured  up  in  the  Mediator  of  this  cove- 
nant ;  and  "he  is  made  of  God"  unto  all 
who  believe  on  him,  "  wifdom,  and  righ- 
*'  teoufnefs,  and  fandification,  and  redernp- 


"  tion.' 


Bu^  inftead  of  enlarging  upon  the  de- 
fcription  of  this  Jirong  hold^  I  reckon  it  of 
greater  importance  to  explain  the  advice 
here  given  to  th.t  prifoncrs  of  hope ^  which  is 
the  proper  work  and  duty  of  the  day  :   T'urn 

ye  to  the  ■ftrong  hold. But  how  are  we  to 

do  this  ? 

ly?.  We  mufi:  turn  our  back  upon  every 

thing  elfe,   and  abandon  all  other  means 

I  of 
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bf  deliverance,  as  refuges  of  lies,  which 
will  miferably  tlifappoint  thofe  who  expecft 
relief  from  them. — Particularly,  we  mufl 
renounce  our  own  righteoufnefs,  and  plead 
guilty  in  the  prefence  of  a  holy  God,  ac- 
knowledging, that  we  flandjuftly  condemn- 
ed by  the  tenor  of  the  firft  covenant,  and 
are  neither  able  of  ourfelves  to  give  any  fa- 
tisfaclion  for  pad  offences,  nor  to  yield  an 
acceptable  obedience  for  the  future. — "  They 
"  that  be  whole,"  faid  our  blefled  Saviour, 
"  need  no  phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick." 
— The  natural  pride  of  our  hearts  oppofeth 
our  feeking  aid  from  any  thing  without 
ourfelves  ;  nay,  fuch  is  our  difafFedlion  to 
the  great  God,  that  even  when  aid  appears 
necefTary,  w^e  would  rather  be  indebted  for 

it  to  any  other  than  to  him. 1  believe  I 

may  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  gofpel-fanc- 
tuary  is  always  the  finner's  lafl  refort;  and 
it  is  not  till  we  are  "  fliut  up  unto  the  faith," 
as  the  Apoftle  expreffeth  it,  that  is,  hedged 
in  on  every  fide  by  an  abfolute  defpair  of 
relief  from  any  creature,  that  we  come  to 
think  in  good  earnefl  of  feeking  it  from 

Chrifl. This  then  is  the  firfl  thing  im- 

Vo-L.  I.  P  plied 
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plied  in  turning  to  the  Jirong  hold^  that  we 

turn  our  back  upon  every  thing  elfe. It 

further  imports,  in  the 

id  place,  That  we  turn  our  eyes  to  this 
Jirong  hold^  and  narrowly  examine  the  fecvi- 
rity  it  affords. 

The  true  flight  of  a  foul  to  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrifl,  is  not  a  rafli  and  precipitate  ad- 
venture, but  the  refuit  of  ferious  and  ma- 
ture deliberation :  it  is  not  curiofity,  but 
prefling  neceffily,  that  fets  the  foul  in  mo- 
tion. The  awakened  {inner  fees  the  avenger 
of  blood  ready  to  feize  upon  him  ;  and 
hearing  of  2i  Jirong  hold,  erecled  by  infinite 
wifdom  and  grace,  for  the  protection  and 
fafety  of  perfdns  in  his  fituacion,  he  anxi- 
oufly  inquires  into  the  truth  of  this  report, 
and  ufeth  every  means  in  his  power  to  get 
.  certain  information  of  it. 

This,  my  brethren,  is  an  effential  part  of 

the  duty  here  enjoined. 1  cannot  tell 

you  of  what  importance  it  is  to  get  clear 
and  diftindl  apprehenfions  of  the  gofpel- 
covenant,  th^l  Jirong  hold  pointed  out  to  us 
in  my  text. 

We  fhould  not  only  endeavour  to  know 

what 
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^^'llat  we  are  allowed  to  expe^l  from  it,  but 
likewile  to  fee  the  firmncfs  of  that  founda- 
tion upon  which  our  faith  and  hope  mull 

ftand. A  wavering  hope  may   balance 

a  wavering  apprehenfion  of  danger,  but  will 
not  anfwer  the  neceflities  of  an  awakened 
{inner.  But  when  we  come  to  fee  that  this 
JlroThg  hold  is  built  upon  the  Rock  of  ages,  and 
fupported  by  pillars  of  invincible  flrength, 
even  all  the  perfedions  of  an  unchangeable 
God ; — or,  to  drop  the  allufion,  when  we 
fee  that  this  covenant,  which  promifes  every 
blefiing  we  need,  is  a  fure,  a  permanent,  and 
irrevocable  deed,  confirmed  by  the  oath  of 
the  great  I AM^  and  fealed  with  the  blood 
of  his  own  dear  Son,  "  in  whom  all  the 
"  promifes  are  yea  and  amen :"  here  the 
foul  finds  fomething  to  lean  upon;  its 
anxious  fears  begin  to  vaniili  ;  it  now 
knows  with  certainty  where  relief  is  to  bd 
found. 

Having  thus  difcovered  the  {lability  of 
the  covenant,  and  that  it  is  in  all  rcfpeds 
fuch  2iJlrong  hold  as  we  need,  the 

3^/  and  principal  thing  required  is,  That 
P  ?.  we 
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we  adlually  flee  to  it,  and  improve  it  for  all 
the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended. 

The  two  former  advices  I  gave  you,  were 
only  preparatory  to  this  lafl:  and  mod  im- 
portant flep,  which  is  the  fum  and  fubflance 
of  the  duty  here  enjoined,  'Turn  ye  to  the 
JiroJig  hold^  ye  prifoners  of  hope. 

You  who  are  lying  in  the  prifon  of  an 
unconverted  (late,  come  hither  to  this  fanc- 
tuary,  whofe  gates  Hand  open  to  receive 
you :  "  It  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy 
'*  of  all  acceptation,  that  Jefus  Chrifl  came 
"  into  the  v/orld  to  fave  (inners  :"  He  hath 
llied  that  blood  which  "  cleanfeth  from  all 
"  fm,"  and  hath  fealed  that  gracious  and 
well-ordered  covenant,  which  offers  pardon 
and  eternal  life  to  every  penitent  believing 
finner. — And  now  "  all  things  are  ready" 
for  your  reception  and  entertainment :  The 
Father  is  ready  to  embrace  you ;  Chrift  is 
ready  to  wafh  you  in  his  blood ;  the  Spirit 
is  ready  to  heal  your  difeafed  natures ;  an- 
gels are  ready  to  rejoice  at  your  return;  and 
we,  as  the  fervants  of  this  King  of  Zion, 
are  ready  to  welcome  you  into  the  family 
of  God,    and   do   now   exhort   and   pray 

you, 
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you,  in  Chrift's  (lead,  *'  to  flee  for  refnge, 
"  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet  before  you." 
This  is  the  call  of  my  text  to  unconverted 
linners. 

As  to  the  other  pr'ifoners  of  hope  I  fpoke 
of,  who,  though  they  are  refcued  from  the 
pit  wherein  is  no  water,  yet  find  their  fouls 
caft  down  within  them,  and,  by  reafon  of 
various  difcouragements,  cannot  enjoy  "  the 
"  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  them 

free. 

The  call  to  you  is.  Turn  again  to  thejlrong 
hold^  and  once  more  look  to  ''  the  Rock 
"  that  is  higher  than  you." — The  Redeemer 
in  whom  you  truft,  is  mighty  to  fave;  "  all 
"  power  is  committed  to  him  in  heaven  and 
"  in  earth ;"  and  he  is  conftituted  ''  head 

"  over  all  things  for  his  church." "  It 

"  hath  pleafed  the  Father,  that  in  him  all 
"  fulnefs  fliould  dwell;"  and  the  wdiole  ful- 
nefs  of  the  Godhead  is  treafured  up  in  him, 
for  this  very  end,  that  he  may  difpenfe  to 
his  people  fuch  gracious  fupplies  as  their 
various  cafes  and  circumflances  may  re- 
quire. Ye  are  not  flraitened  in  him,  be 
not  "  flraitened  in  your  own  bowels." 

P  3  Might 


230       SERMON      VIII. 

Might  I  flay  to  examine  your  particular 
complaints,  I  believe  I  could  fhow  you  chat 
there  is  fomething  in  the  covenant  to  an- 
fwer  them  all.  He  who  brought  you  out 
of  the  pit  of  an  unconverted  ftate,  can  ea- 
fily  deliver  you  from  every  other  prifon. 
What  furnace  can  confume  thofe  who  are 
iprinkled  with  that  blood  which  hath  al- 
ready quenched  the  fire  of  incenfed  juftice? 
He  who  "  bore  your  fins  in  his  own  body 
"  upon  the  tree,"  will  not  fufFer  you  to  fink 
under  the  weight  of  them  :  He  who  "  fuf- 
"  fered  being  tempted,"  will  certainly  fuc- 
cour  you  who  are  tempted:- — He  who,  un- 
der the  hidings  of  his  Father's  face,  cried 
out  upon  the  crofs,  "  My  God  !  my  God  ! 
"  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  cannot  fall 
to  fympathife  with  his  people  in  the  like 
circumftances  ; — and  he  whofe  own  "  foul 
*'  was  exceeding  forrowful  even  unto  death," 
will,  in  due  time,  communicate  that  joy  to 
you,  the  want  of  which  was  fo  painful  to 
himfelf.  If  Chrift  is  indeed  precious  in  your 
efteem ;  if  you  can  fay,  without  known 
guile,  that  your  whole  dependence  is  upon 
him,  and  him  alone ;  then  know,  that  he 

is 
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is  equal  to  all  the  truft  you  can  put  in  him, 
and  he  is  faithful  who  hath  faicl,  Even  to- 
day do  I  declare^  that  1  zvill  render  double  unto 
thee.     And  this  is  the 

Third  and  lajl  branch  of  the  text.  Upon 
which  I  fhall  offer  a  very  few  remarks,  and 
then  conclude. 

ly?,  I  would  obferve,  that  the  promife 
itfelf  is  mod  gracious,  /  iev7/  render  double 
unto  thee.  We  meet  with  the  fame  expref- 
fion,  Jfaiah  Ixi.  7.  where  I  think  the  mean- 
ing of  it  is  plainly  afcertained  :  "  For  your 
"  fliame  ye  fliall  have  double;  and  for  con- 
"  fufion  they  fliall  rejoice  in  their  portion : 
"  therefore  in  their  land  they  Ihall  pofTcfs 
"  the  double:  everlafting  joy  fliall  be  unto 

"  them." The  chapter  is  introduced 

with  that  grand  defcription  of  the  MefTiah's 

office,  which  I  formerly  quoted: "  The 

"  fpirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me,"  &c. 

The  redemption  of  the  Jews  from  the 

Babylonilli  captivity,  and  their  return  to 
their  own  land,  appear  from  the  fequel  of 
the  chapter  to  have  been  the  events  which 
the  Prophet  had  more  immediately  in  his 

P  4  eye. 
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eye.  But  we  fliall  not  be  able  to  doubt  that 
he  looked  a  great  deal  farther,  even  to  that 
fpiritual  redemption  which  ChriO:  was  to 
atchieve  for  his  church,  if  we  turn  over  to 
the  4th  chapter  of  Liike^  2 1  ft  verfe,  where 
our  blelTed  Lord,  after  reading  this  pafTage 
in  the  fynagogue  at  Nazareth,  made  parti- 
cular application  of  it  to  himfelf,  in  thefe 
remarkable  words  : — • — "  This  day  is  this 

"  Scripture    fulfilled    in   your   ears." 

Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  what  the  Prophet 
fays  in  the  yth  verfe,  vi%.  for  "  your  fhame 
*'  ye  fhall  have  double,"  &c.  falls  to  be  un- 
derftood  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe  too ;  and  the 
meaning  of  it  is.  That  the  ranfomed  of  the 
Lord  fhall  not  only  be  freed  from  bondage, 
and  refcued  from  the  hands  of  their  fpiri- 
tual enemies,  but  fhall  likewife  be  advanced 
to  fuch  honour  and  happinefs,  as  fhall  wipe 
off  all  the  fliame  of  their  fervitude,  and  fill 
them  with  the  moft  tranfportingjoy. 

In  the  90th  Pfalm,  at  the  15th  verfe, 
Mofes,  the  man  of  God,  prays  for  the  church 
in  thefe  terms  :  "  Make  us  glad,  according 
• '  to  the  days  wherein  thou  haft  afBidled 
^'  us,  and  the  years  wherein  we  have  feen 

"grief." 
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to 


rief." He  only  alks  joy  in  proportion 

to  the  grief  they  had  felt : — but  the  bounty 
of  our  gracious  Lord  doth  f^ir  exceed  the 
prayers  and  expectations  of  his  fervants ; 
for  here  he  fays,  I  will  render  unto  thee, 
not  barely  according  to,  or  in  proportion  to 
thy  former  fufFerings,  but  1  will  render 
double  unto  thee. — Even  in  this  life,  he  may 
pour  into  your  fouls  fuch  meafures  of  joy 
and  confolation,  as  fliall  not  only  balance 
your  pad  forrows,  but  far  outweigh  them, 
and  caufe  them  to  appear  very  light  and 
inconfiderable. — At  any  rate,  he  will  ren- 
der unto  you  double  in  another  world  : — all 
tears  fhall  there  be  wiped  away  from  your 
eyes  ;  your  light  afflidlions,  which  are  but 
for  a  moment,  are,  in  the  mean  time,  work- 
ing for  you  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eter- 
nal weight  of  glory ;  and,  ere  long,  "  you 
"  fliall  return  and  come  to  Zion,  with  fongs 
"  and  everlafling  joy  upon  your  heads ; — 
"  then  fliall  you  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs, 
"  and  forrow  and  fighing  fliall  flee  away." 
I  would  further  obferve  to  you,  in  the 
2d  place,  That  the  comfort  of  this  pro- 
niife  is  greatly  heightened  by  the  manner 

of 
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of  publifhing  it :  Evefi  to-day  do  I  declare. 
It  is  uttered  with  great  folemnity,  and  ex- 
prefTed  in  the  mod  refolved  and  peremptory- 
manner. — I  do  not  fay  it  flightly, — I  declare 
it; — I  pledge  the  credit  both  of  my  power 
and  faithfulnefs,  to  make  it  good. 

The  circumftance  of  time  too  makes  a 

remarkable  addition. 1  declare  it  eve?! 

to-day; — in  this  dark  and  cloudy  day,  when 
your  mifgiving  minds  are  meditating  no- 
thing but  terror. Ev^en  on  this  da)\  when 

the  event  is  moft  unlikely,  I  give  you  the 
promife  of  complete  deliverance; — to-day^ 
when  your  hearts  are  emptied  of  felf- con- 
fidence, when  every  other  refuge  fails,  I 
give  you  my  word,  my  oath,  to  lay  hold 
upon  ; — and  I  do  it  to-day^  whilft  your  feel- 
ings are  moft  painful,  that  the  depth  of 
your  diftrefs  may  help  you  to  form  fome 
conception  of  the  high  joy  that  awaits  you 
at  that  happy  time  when  IJhall  render  double 
unto  thee. 

But  I  apprehend,  there  is  ftill  an  emphafis 
in  thefe  words  to-day^  beyond  any  thing  I 

have  yet  mentioned. Here  God,    as  it 

were,  prefixes  a  date  to  his  promife,  which, 

in 
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ill  human  obligations,  has  always  been 
judged  an  eflcntial  formality: — as  if  he  had 
Taid,  Let  it  be  recorded,  that  on  this  day  I 
have  pafTed  my  word  for  your  falvation ; 
for  though  I  need  no  tokens  to  remind  me 
of  my  everlafting  purpofes  of  grace,— yet 
as  you  need  them  to  flrengthen  your  faith 
and  hope, — therefore,  in  pity  of  your  weak- 
nefs,  I  give  you  every  kind  of  fecurity  you 
can  afk  from  one  another. — Let  it  then  be 
remembered,  that  to-day^  1  declare^  I  will 
render  double  unto  thee. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  let  me  once 
more  repeat  the  call  in  my  text,  Turn  ye  to 
the  Jlroiig  hold^  ye  prifoncrs  of  hope, — Bring 
all  your  cares,  your  doubts,  your  temp- 
tations, to  that  mighty  Saviour,  on  whom 

your   help   is    laid. He   hath   declared 

to  you,  in  his  word,  that  he  ivill  render 
unto  you  double;  "  for  what  things  foever 
*'  were  written  aforetime,  were  written 
"  for  our  learning,  that  we,  through  pa- 
"  tience   and    comfort   of   the    Scripture, 

*'  might  have  hope." The  promife^ 

though  addreifed  to  believers  many  ages 

ago. 
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ago,  extends  even  to  us;  becaufe  he  who 
made  the  promife  is  always  "  in  one 
*'  mind;" — "  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day, 

"  and   for  ever.'* —Nay,  fo  great  is  his 

condefcenfion,  that  he  is  juft  now  wilUng 
to  have  it  dated  afrefh  under  one  of  the 
authentic  feals  of  his  covenant. 

Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  humbly  adore 
the  goodnefs  of  God  which  hath  provided 
fo  liberally  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of 
the  prifoners  of  hope; — and  in  the  entrance 
to  the  folemn  fervice  of  this  day,  let  -us 
look  up  to  him  who  is  "  the  God  of  hope;" 
praying  in  the  words  which  his  own  Spirit 
hath  indited,  that  he  would  "  fill  us  with 

all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  that  we 

may  abound  in  hope,  through  the  power 

of  the  Holy  Ghofl."     Amen, 
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1  Peter  11.  25. 

Tor  ye  were  as  Jheep  going  ojlray;  hut  are 
now  returned  unto  the  pephcrd  and  hifhop 
of  your  fouls. 

HUMILITY    is   both  the  ftrength  and 
beauty   of  the   foul;    it   is   its  beft 
defence,    as  well  as   its  faired  ornament. 
"  Happy  is  the  man  that  feareth  always; 
"  but  he  that  hardeneth  his  heart,  fhall  fall 
"  into  mifchief :"— "  for  God  refifteth  the 
**  proud,  but  giveth  grace  to  the  humble." 
No  fooner  had  David  faid,  "  I  fhall  never 
"  be  moved,"  than  he  fuddenly  experienced 
a  fad  reverfe  of  fortune,  and  found  caufe 
to  utter  that  mournful  complaint,  "  Thou 
*'  didfl  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled." 
Various  means  have  been  employed  in 
every  age  of  the  church,  to  banifli  pride 
from  the  hearts  of  men,  and  to  beget  and 
cherifli  that  lowlinefs  of  mind  which  be- 
comes dependent  guilty  creatures.     This 

was 
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was  the  obvious  tendency  of  the  mod 
folemn  rites  under  the  old  difpenfation. 
The  annual  facrifice  of  the  pafchal  lamb, 
belides  its  typical  ufe,  or  reference  to  the 
great  atonement,  had  likewife  an  import- 
ant moral  fignification ;  and  the  lefTons  it 
taught  were  humility  and  gratitude.  "  It 
"  fhall  come  to  pafs,"  faid  Mofes  by  the 
command  of  God,  "  that  when  your  chil- 
*'  dren  fhall  fay  unto  you,  What  mean  you 
"  by  this  fervice  ?  ye  ihall  fay,  It  is  the 
"  facrifice  of  the  Lord's  paflbver,  who 
"  paffed  over  the  houfes  of  the  children 
"  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt,  when  he  fmote  the 
"  Egyptians,  and  delivered  our  houfes." 
— In  like  manner,  when  they  brought  the 
firft  fruits  as  an  offering  to  the  Lord, 
which  was  another  folemnity  that  return- 
ed every  year,  the  form  of  dedication  was 
prefcribed  in  thefe  words,  [Deur.  xxvi.  5, 
6,  "z^c.)  "  A  Syrian  ready  to  perifh  was 
"  my  father,  and  he  went  down  into 
"  Egypt,  and  fojourned  there  with  a  few, 
"  and  became  there  a  nation,  great,  migh- 
"  ty,  and  populous.  And  the  Egyptians 
"  evil  entreated  us,  and  afBicled  us,  and 
I  '«  laid 
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**  laid  upon  us  hard  bondage.  And  when 
"  we  cried  unto  the  Lord  God  of  our  fa- 
"  ihers,  the  Lord  heard  our  voice,  and 
"  looked  on  our  affliiflion,  and  our  labour, 
"  and  our  oppreflion.  And  the  Lord 
"  brought  us  forth  out  of  Lgypt  with  a 
"  mighty  hand,  and  with  an  outflretch- 
"  ed  arm,  and  with  great  terriblenefs, 
"  and  with  figns,  and  with  wonders.  And 
"  he  hath  brovight  us  into  this  place,  and 
"  hath  given  us  this  land,  even  a  land 
"  that  lloweth  with  milk  and  honey.  And 
"  now  behold,  I  have  brought  the  firft 
"  fruits  of  the  land,  which  thou,  O  Lord, 
"  haft  given  me." 

Thus  did  God  train  up  his  ancient  people 
*'  to  ferve  him  with  reverence,  and  to  re- 
*'  joice  before  him  with  trembling."  Their 
thank-offerings,  as  well  as  their  oblations 
for  fin,  obliged  them  to  recognife  the 
meannefs  of  their  original,  and  the  igno- 
minious fervitude  from  which  God  had 
redeemed  them  ;  and  every  a(ft  of  worfliip 
taught  them  to  fay,  "  Who  am  I,  O  Lord 
"  God,  and  what  is  my  houfe,  that  thou 
*'  haft  brought  me  hitherto?" 

The 
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The  ordinances  of  grace  in  the  New 
Teftament  church  breathe  the  fame  fpiritj 
and  didlate  the  fame  language ;  nay,  they 
do  it  with  greater  force  and  energy. 

The  gofpel-paffover,  which  we  are  this 
day  to  celebrate,  commemorates  a  deliver- 
ance from  fpiritual  thraldom ;  of  w^hicli 
the  'releafe  of  the  Jews  from  the  Egyptian 
yoke,  affords  but  a  faint  and  imperfe^fl 
emblem. 

In  thofe    complicated    fufferings   which 
were  the  price  of  our  redemption,  we  not 
only  difcover  the  unfearchable    riches   of 
divine   love,    but  we   likewife  beheld  the 
full  demerit  of  fin,  and  all  the  horrors  of 
that  mifery   into  which  we  had  plunged 
ourfelves  by  our  fatal  apoftafy:  fo  that  our 
triumph  in  the  great  falvation,  by  recal- 
ling to  our  minds  the  low  and  helplefs  flate 
in  which  mercy  found  us,  gives  check  to 
every  felf-exalting  thought,  and  conftrains 
us  to  afcribe  to  the  free  and  unmerited  fa- 
vour   of   God,    the   fole,    the   undivided, 
praife  of  all  that  we  have,  or  hope  to  en- 
joy. 

To  thofe  views,   and  to  this  becoming 

exercife. 
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txercife,  we  are  naturally  led  by  the  words 
of  my  text,  which  have  frequently  occur- 
red to  me  as  a  mod  proper  form  of  addrefs 
for  introducing  communicants  to  the  table 

of  their  Lord : l^e  were  as  JJjeep  going 

ajiray ;  but  are  nouu  returned  to  the  Jhepherd 
and  hi /hop  of  your  fouls, 

Thefe  two  widely  different  ftates, — What 
you  ofice  nvere  by  nature,  and  what  you 
now  are  by  grace, — I  propofe  to  illuflrate 
in  the  fequel  of  this  difcourfe;  from  both 
which  we  may,  with  eafe  and  certainty^ 
difcover  what  frame  and  temper  of  hearc 
beft  fuit  our  attendance  upon    this  great 

Chriftian  folemnity. Let  me  then  call 

upon  believers  in  Chriil ;  for  to  them,  and 
to  them  only,  fuch  language  can  be  ad- 
drefTed:  Let  me  call  upon  them,  in  the 

F'lrfl  place,  Serioully  to  review  their  for- 
mer condition,  when  they^  as  well  as  others, 
ivere  asjheep  going  aft  ray. 

The  fitnefs  of  this  fimilitude  to  exhibit 
the  natural  ftate  of  mankind,  may  juftly 
be  inferred  from  the  frequent  ufe  that  is 
made  of  it  in  the  facred  writings. — I  fhall 

Vol.  L  Q^  nel 
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not  attempt  to  trace  out  the  refemblance  ia 
all  its  extent;  but  fome  parts  of  it  are  fo 
flriking  and  expreffive,  that  to  overlook 
them  altogether,  or  even  (lightly  to  regard 
them,  would  either  betray  very  grofs  in- 
fenfibility,  or  a  perverfe  contempt  of  the 
divine  condefcenfion. 

Thus,  a  fheep  that  hath  forfaken  the 
good  pafture,  and  ftrayed  into  the  parched 
and  barren  wildernefs,  prefents  to  us,  in 
the  ftrongefl:  and  moft  afFec^ling  light,  an 
emblem  of  indigence,  perplexity,  and  dif- 

appointment. Now,  fuch  is  the  ftate  of 

every  natural  man :  "  vanity,  and  vexa- 
"  tion  of  fpirit,"  are  his  portion ;  he  re- 
fembles  one  "  who  dreameth,  and  behold 
*'  he  eateth;  but  he  awaketh,  and  his  foul 
"  is  empty."  Difappointed  in  every  pur- 
fuit,  he  goes  from  place  to  place,  ever 
repeating  the  anxious  queftion,  Wbo  will 
ftdoiju  me  any  good?  There  is  a  void  within 
him  that  the  world  cannot  fill ;  the  flefli, 
after  all  the  provifion  he  can  make  for  it, 
ftill  cries  with  "  the  horfeleech.  Give, 
"  give ;"  and  like  "  the  fire  or  the  grave, 
"  never  faith,  It  is  enough."  All  the  crea- 
tures 
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tures  are  to  him,  what  the  hufl«  were  to 
the  prodigal ;  they  yield  a  momentary  re- 
lief, but  no  real  nourifliment :  he  endea- 
vours to  feed  upon  them  ;  "  but  flill  he 
"  hath  appetite,  his  foul  is  faint,"  and  he 
perilheth  with  hunger. 

Again,  this  figurative  rcprefentation  de- 
notes a  ftate  of  danger  as  well  as  of  indi- 
gence and  dilfatisfadion.  Few  animals! 
are  befet  with  more  enemies  than  ilieep ; 
and  perhaps  none  are  poiTefTed  of  lefs  cun- 
ning to  elude,  or  of  lefs  courage  to  refift 
them.  Their  fafety  depends  entirely  upon 
the  fhepherd's  care:  for  if  they  wander 
beyond  the  reach  of  his  protedling  arm^ 
they  become  at  once,  to  every  ravenous 
beaft,  not  only  a  tempting,  but  an  eafy  prey. 
With  what  awful  precifion  doth  this  part 
of  the  fimilitude  exhibit  to  us  the  ftate  of 
unconverted  finners  !  Their  fpiritual  ene- 
mies are  both  numerous  and  mighty;  the 
fubtility  of  the  ferpent,  and  flrength  of 
the  lion,  are  but  faint  reprefentations  of 
their  craft  and  power:  yet  fuch  is  the 
prefumption  of  carnal  men,  fo  fatal  the 
fecurity  of  thofe  who  are  far  from  God, 
Q^  2  that 
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that,  inftead  of  avoiding  their  blood- thirfty 
foes,  they  roam  without  fear  through  their 
mod  frequented  haunts,  and  rufh  headlong 
into  thole  fnares  that  are  laid  for  their 
deftrucflion. 

Once  more  :  Though  fheep  are  not  the 
only  creatures  that  are  prone  to  wander, 
yet  it  may  juftly  be  affirmed  of  them,  that 
they  of  all  others,  difcover  lead  fagacity 
in  finding  the  way  back  to  the  place  from 
whence  they  ftrayed ;  fo  that  in  them  we 
likewife  behold  a  proper  and  moft  defcrip- 
tive  emblem  of  man's  helplefs  and  impo- 
tent ftate  by  nature,  and  of  his  utter  ina- 
bility, by  any  eflForts  of  his  own,  to  regain 

his  primeval  happinefs  and  glory. That 

the  Apoftle  intended  to  convey  this  idea, 
is  more  than  probable  from  the  form  of 
his  exprefiTion  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe; 
where,  fpeaking  of  the  recovery  of  wan- 
dering finners,  he  doth  not  fay,  Ye  have 
returned^  as  if  by  their  own  fagacity  they 
had  difcovered  their  error,  and  then  redli- 
fied  it  by  the  activity  of  their  own  natural 
powers  :  but  it  deferves  our  notice,  that  he 
puts  the  word  into  the  paflive  voice,  ye 
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are  returned ;  that  is,  cori'verted^  or  caufed 
to  return ;  as  the  fame  word  is  elfewhere 
rendered.  For  what  our  Lord  faid  to  his 
firft  difciples,  may  be  addreiled  to  believers 
in  every  age  of  the  church  :  "  Ye  have 
"  not  chofen  me,  but  I  have  chofen  you :" 
— "  It  is  God  that  worketh  in  us  both  to 
"  will  and  to  do,  of  his  good  pleafure  :'* — - 
'*  By  grace  we  are  faved,  through  faith ; 
"  and  that  not  of  ourfelves,  it  is  the  gift 
"  of  God."  Nor  can  any  words  be  con- 
ceived more  abfolute  and  decifive  than 
thefe,  which  were  uttered  by  Chrifl  him^ 
felf :  "  No  man  cometh  unto  me,  except 
"  the  Father  which  hath  fent  me,  draw 
"  him." 

In  all  thefe  particulars,  the  refemblance 
can  be  traced  with  a  critical  exa6lnefs.  Buc 
flill  there  remains  one  other  ingredient  in 
rfnan's  apoftafy  from  God,  to  which  the 
fimilitude,  comprehenfive  as  it  is,  cannot 
be  extended ;  the  fatal  ingredient  I  mean  is 
guilt, 

A  flieep  gone  aftray  is  an  objedl  of  pity 
rather  than  of  blame ;  the  owner  feels  no 
emotion  of  anger  againft  the  fmiple  wan- 

0^3  derer; 
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derer ;  he  dotli  not  view  it  as  faulty,  but 
as  unfortunate:  he  therefore  feeks  it  vs^iih 
anxiety  ;  and  when  he  hath  found  it,  fo 
far  is  he  from  punifliing  it  as  a  criminal, 
that  he  cherilheth  it  as  a  fufFerer,  takes  it 
tenderly  into  his  arms,  and  brings  it  home 

with  joy. Whereas,    in   our   departure 

from  God,  every  crime  is  united  that  can 
render  us  loathfome  and  odious  in  his 
fight.  Man's  apoflafy  was  the  efFedl:,  not 
of  weaknefs,  but  of  wilfulnefs:  the  guilt 
that  lieth  upon  vis  is  nothing  Jefs  than 
proud  and  obftinate  rebellion  ; — rebellion 
blackened  with  the  vileil  ingratitude; — 
tmprovoked  rebellion  againft  the  Father  of 
our  fpirits,  and  the  former  of  our  bodies, 
the  God  in  whom  we  live,  the  generous 
Author  of  thofe  diftinguiihed  gifts,  which, 
by  the  mod  impious  abufc,  we  have  turned 
into  hoftilc  weapons  againft  hirnfelf.  * 

Such  monfters,  my  brethren,  are  all  un- 
converted iinners.  Happy  !  thrice  happy 
they !  of  whom  it  can  only  be  faid.  Such 
indeed  ye  ivere ;  "  but  ye  are  waflied,  ye 
"  are  fanctified,  ye  are  juftified,  in  the  nam.e 
"  of  the  Lord  Jefus,   and  by  the  Spirit  of 

"  our 
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"  our  God." — To  you,  O  believers,  my  text 
is  addrefled  :  look  back  to  the  wafte  and 
howling  wildernefs,  "  to  the  lions  dens, 
"  and  the  mountains  of  leopards,"  where 
lately  you  wandered,  "  hungry  and  hard 
beftead,"    furrounded   with    enemies,    and 

unable  to  refill   them. Now,   that  you 

are  eftablifhed  upon  that  Rock  of  ages, 
againft  which  the  gates  of  hell  lliall  never 
prevail,  it  can  furely  do  you  no  harm  to 
cad  your  eye  downward  to  the  horrible  pit, 
and  the  miry  clay,  where  you  were  ready 
to  perifh,  when  mercy  interpofed,  and 
brought  you  feafonable  relief; — on  the  con- 
trary, the  remembrance  of  the  dangers  you 
have  efcaped,  will  heighten  your  gratitude, 
and  only  add  folemnity  to  your  prefent  joy, 
while  from  the  humbling  review  of  what 
you  ^x^erc  by  nature,  I  lead  you  to  the 
contemplation  of  what  you  arc  by  grace. 
Which  was  the 

Second  thing  propofed  in  the  method : — 
Te  are  now  returned  unto  the  JJjcpherd  and 
bijfjnp  of  your  fouls. 

The  progrefs  of  a  fnmer  in  his  return  to 
0^4  God 
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God  was  formerly  defcrlbed,  when  I  open- 
ed the  import  of  thefe  kind  invitations, 
"  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour,  and 
"  are  heavy  laden*;"  and,  "  Turn  ye  to 
"  the  flrong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope  f ." 

My  prefent    aim    is,    to   comfort  th^ 

fouls  of  thofe  who  have  already  complied 
with  the  heavenly  call,  and  to  congratulate 
them  upon  the  happy  change  that  is 
wrovight  in  their  condition.  Hail,  ye  blef- 
fed  of  the  Lord. 

Ye  are  returned  to  Him  who  came  from 
heaven  to  earth,  "  to  feek  and  to  fave 
"  that  which  was  loft ;"  who,  though  in- 
finitely offended  by  your  criminal  apoflafy, 
hath  himfelf  made  atonement  for  your  pad 
wanderings,  and  expiated  your  guilt  with 
his  own  precious  blood:  "  He  was  wound- 
"  ed  for  your  tranfgrefTions,  and  bruifed 
"  for  your  iniquities,  that  by  his  flripes 
"  ye  might  be  healed."  "  This  is  thp^t 
"  good  fliepherd  who  laid  down  his  life 
"  for  the  flieep ;" — who  "  was  made  fin 
"  for  us,  though  he  knew  no  fin,  that  we 
"  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God 

"in 
f  Serm.  vii,  f  Serm.  viii 
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"  ill  himf — who  "  fuffcred  the  jufl  for 
"  the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to 
"  God,"  with  fiUal  boldnefs,  in  the  hum- 
ble, yet  aflured  hope,  that  we  fliall  "  ob- 
''  tain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in 
"  every  time  of  need." 

Ye  are  returned  to  Him, — who  not  only 
bore  your  griefs,  and  carried  your  forrows, 
but  hath  likewife  conquered  all  your  ene- 
mies, and  triumphed  over  them,  as  the 
chofen  head  and  reprefentative  of  his  people. 
He  hath  in  his  own  perfon  "  fpoiled  prin- 
"  cipalities  and  powders  ;"  and  his  fuccefs  is 
a  pledge  of  your  final  victory  over  them. 
Annoy  you  they  may,  but  they  cannot 
hurt  you ;  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  you 
likewife  fliall  overcome.  Ere  long  "  the 
"  God  of  peace  fliall  bruife  Satan  under 
**  your  feet,"  and  put  that  new  fong  into 
your  mouth,  "  Now  is  come  falvation,  and 
"  ftrength,  and  the  kingdom  of  our  God, 
"  and  the  power  of  his  Chrift  ;  for  the  ac- 
"  cufer  of  the  brethren  is  caft  down,  who 
*'  accufed  them  before  our  God,  day  and 
^'  night." 

Ye  are  returned  to  Him, — who  will  hence- 
forth 
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forth  watch  over  you  with  peculiar  care, 
and  guard  you  as  his  property  which  he 
purchafed  with  his  blood.     "  T\\\%Jhepherd 
"  of  Ifrae],  this  bljloop^  this  ovcrfter  of  fouls, 
"  never  {lumbers  nor  fleeps." — Many  feafon- 
able,  though  unknown  deliverances,  did  he 
work  for  you,  even  while  you  ungratefully 
defpifed  and  rejecfled  him.     Often  did   he 
pluck  you  out  of  the  jaws  of  the  bear  and 
the  lion,  before  you  were  acquainted  with 
him,  or  had   any  thought  of  craving  his 
protedion  :  but  now  his  eye  is  continually 
upon  you,  his  ear  is  at  all  times  open  to 
your  cry,    his  everlafling  arms  are  around 
and  underneath  you ;    and   therefore  you 
may  boldly  fay, — "  The  Lord  is  my  light, 
'  and  my  falvation,  whom  fhall  I  fear?  The 
'  Lord  is  the  ftrength  of  my  life,  of  whom 
'  fhall  I  be  afraid  ?  Behold,  God  is  my  fal- 
*  vation  ;  I  will  truft,  and  not  be  afraid  : 
'  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is   my  ftrength 
'  and  my  fong ;    he  alfo  is  become  my  fal- 
vation." 

Ye  are  returned  to  Him, — who  hath  not 
only  almighty  power  to  guard  you  againft 
danger,  but  infinite  compaffion  likewife  to 

fympa- 
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fympathife  with  you  in  all  your  diflrefTes, 
and  to  comfort  you  in  all  your  forrows. — 
He  is  meek  and  merciful,  patient  and  con- 
defcending  :  "  He  gathers  the  lambs  with 
"  his  arms,  and  carries  them  in  his  bofom, 
"  and  gently  leads  thofe  that  are  with 
"  young."  He  pities  their  infirmities,  and 
pardons  their  errors  ;  he  fpares  them  when 
they  are  weary,  and  attends  them  when  they 
are  fick  :  nay,  what  no  other  fliepherd  can 
do,  he  imparts  ftrength  to  the  faint,  and 
health  to  the  difeafed ;  and  not  only  be- 
flows  food,  but  gives  them  an  appetite  to 
feed  upon  it :  he  alfo  blefTeth  their  provifion, 
and  caufeth  it  to  nourifti  them. 

What  fliall  I  fay  more  ?  This  /JjepberJ 
and  hijloop  of  fouls  continues  to  be  their 
guardian  even  until  death :  neither  doth  he 
leave  them  at  that  awful  period,  but  enters 
with  them  into  the  deep  and  darkfome  vale, 
fupports  them  with  "  his  ftaff,"  and  fo  com- 
"  forts  them  with  the  rod  of  his  flrength," 
that  they  "  walk  through  it"  with  dignity, 
*'  and  fear  no  evil,  becaufe  he  is  with  them." 
Many  of  the  faints  have  been  remarkably 
honoured  in  this  refped;  even  fome,  *'  who 

"  through 
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**  through  fear  of  death  were  all  then'  life 
"  long  fubjedl  to  bondage,"  have,  in  their 
lateft  moments,  been  enabled  to  triumph 
over  this  king  of  terrors,  and  to  fay  with 
the  Apoflle  Paul,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy 
"  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ? 
"  The  fting  of  death  is  fin;  and  the  ftrength 
*'  of  fin  is  the  law.  But  thanks  be  unto 
"  God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory,  through 
"  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord."  Or  if  to  any  of 
them  thefe  evening- fliadows  are  fo  thick, 
that  they  cannot  fee  the  hand  that  fupports 
them ;  yet  this  momentary  gloom  fliall  only 
ferve  to  heighten  their  furprife,  their  gra- 
titude, and  their  joy,  when  at  the  farther 
end  of  the  valley  this  good  fhepherd  fhall 
difpel  the  cloud,  and  ftand  before  them  re- 
vealed in  all  his  glory  ; — when  he  fliall  em- 
brace them  in  his  arms,  and  carry  them 
upward  to  thofe  greener  paftures,  and  more 
fruitful  fields  of  the  heavenly  Canaan  ; 
where,  as  it  is  beautifully  exprefled  in  the 
book  of  the  Revelations,  (chap.  vii.  at  the 
clofe),  "  they  fliall  hunger  no  more,  neither 
"  thirft  any  more,  neither  fliall  the  fun  light 
"  on  them,  nor  any  heat.     For  the  Lamb 

"  which 
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"  which  is  in  the  midfl  of  the  throne,  fhall 
"  feed  tliem,  and  fliall  lead  them  unto  Hving 
"  fountains  of  water:  and  God  fliall  wipe 
"  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes." 

But  I  muft  not  ftay  to  enlarge  upon  thefe 
particulars ;  the  imperfect  account  you  have 
already  heard,  of  the  paft  and  prefent  flate 
of  believers  in  Chrifl, — what  they  were  by 
nature,  and  what  they  are  by  grace, — may 
futEce  to  dire6l  us  to  that  frame  and  tem- 
per of  heart,  with  which  we  ought  to  ap- 
proach the  table  of  the  Lord. ^And  it  is 

obvious,  in  the 

\Jl  place.  That  we  fliould  do  it  with  the 

deepeft  humility. This  is  the  garb  that 

lits  moft  gracefully,  and  fuits  us  beft,  whe- 
ther we  conlider  ourfelves  as  lapfed,  or  re- 

flored ;  as  finners,  or  as  faints. x^re  we 

pardoned  ?   once  we  were  condemned. 

Are  we  fan(5lified  ?    once  we  were  impure. 

Are  we  found  ?  once  we  were  loft. 

Are  we  made  alive  ?  lately  we  were  dead ; 
and  ftill  we  live  by  an  adl  of  grace ;  it  was 
God  who  quickened  us,  and  not  w^e  our- 
felves :  he  only  maketh  us  to  differ ;  nei- 
ther have  we  any  thing  but  what  we  re- 
I  ceived 
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ceived  from  him.     Surely,  then,  pride  was 
not  made  for  man. 

2dh^  We  fliould  perform  this  fervice 
with  the  warmeft  eitiotions  of  gratitude 
and  love : — giving  thanks  to  the  Father, 
who  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered 
him  to  be  a  facrificeand  fin-offering  for  us: 
giving  thanks  to  the  Son,  who  fpared  not 
himfelf,  but  having  taken  upon  him  the 
form  of  a  fervant,  fubmitted  to  hunger  and 
thirft,  to  watching  and  wearinefs,  to  igno- 
miny and  torture,  nay,  to  death  and  the 
grave ;  that  through  the  merit  of  his  death 
we  might  live  for  ever  : — giving  thanks  to 
the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  who  unites  us  to 
Chrift,  and  applies  to  our  fouls  that  redemp- 
tion he  hath  purchafed,  who  renews  our 
depraved  natures,  and  renders  us  meet  for 
the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light.  How 
well  doth  that  hymn  of  praife  become  the 
remembrance  of  Chrift's  death,  with  which 
the  heavenly  hods  celebrated  the  tidings  of 
his  birth  ?  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  on 
"  earth  peace,  good-will  towards  men." 

3^/j',  Godly  forrow  for  pad  offences,  and 
holy  purpofes  to  offend  no  more,   iliould 

like- 
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Ilkcwife  attend  us  to  tlie  table  of  the  Lord. 
Is  Chrift  there  fet  forth  as  crucified  before 
our  eyes !  and  can  we  "  look  upon  him 
"  whom  we  have  pierced,'*  without  mourn- 
ing for  thofe  fins  which  were  the  caufe  of 
his  fufferings  ?  or  can  we  mourn  for  them, 
without  hating  them,  and  refolving  to  for- 
fake  them  ? Should  not  this  be  the  lan- 
guage of  every  fincere  communicant  ?  "  What 

"  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ?" 

"  What  1  know  not,  Lord  teach  thou  me ; 
"  if  I  have  done  iniquity,  I  will  do  fo  no 
"  more."     But  then,  in  the 

4/^  place,  Thefe  purpofes  mufl  ever  be 
accompanied  with  a  fenfe  of  our  own  weak- 
nefs,  and  of  our  abfolute  need  of  aid  from 
above.  Even  after  we  are  returned  to  the 
bijidop  of  our  fouls^  if  left  to  ourfelves  we 
fhould  quickly  {tumble  and  fall ;  the  fame 
hand  that  brought  us  back,  when  we  were 
2isjheep  going  cijiray^  will  always  be  neceflary 
to  uphold  us  in  our  journey,  and  to  lead  us 
forward  till  we  arrive  at  the  promifed  land. 
"  Without  me,"  faid  our  Lord,  even  to 
thofe  who  were  united  to  him,  as  the  bran- 
ches are  to  the  vine,  "  without  me,"  or  fe- 

parated 
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parated  from  me,  "  ye  can  do  nothing :  as 
"  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  ex- 
"  cept  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can 
"  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me."  What  is  un- 
dertaken in  felf-confidence,  fliall  certainly 
ifTue  in  fhame  and  difappointment.  The 
Apollle  Peter,  who  boafted,  that  "  though 
"  all  fhould  forfake  his  Mailer,  yet  would 
"  not  he,"  not  only  forfook  him,  but  with 
oaths  and  imprecations  denied  that  he  knew 
him.  "  He  that  trufteth  to  his  own  heart 
"  is  a  fool :" *'  Behold,"  faid  the  Pro- 
phet Habakkuk,  "  his  foul  which  is  lifted 
"  up,  is  not  upright  in  him."  Needful, 
then,  mod  needful,  is  that  caution,  "  Let 
"  him  who  thinketh  he  ftandeth,  take  heed 
"  left  he  fall."     At  the  fame  time,  in  the 

^th  place.  This  diffidence  of  ourfelves 
ought  always  to  be  qualified  with  a  fted- 
faft  truft,  an  unfufpedling  confidence,  in 
the  power  and  faithfulnefs  of  our  great  Re- 
deemer. Paul,  who  difclaimed  the  ability 
of  conceiving  fo  much  as  one  good  thought, 
independent  of  God,  did  not  however  he- 
fitate  to  fay,  "  I  can  do  all  things  through 
*'  Chrift  that  ftrengtheneth  me."  The  fame 

good 
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good  fliepherd  who  found  lis  when  we  were 
loft,  is  able  to  "  lead  us  in  the  paths  of 
"  righteoufnefs  ;"  and  he  will  do  it  "  for 
"  his  name's  fake."  He  upon  whom  our 
help  is  laid,  is  ftyled  "  the  faithful  and  the 
"  true  witnefs:"  And  thefe  are  his  kind 
encouraging  words  to  all  who  are  returned 
to  him  as  the  biJJoop  of  their  fouls :  "  My  grace 
"  is  fufficient  for  thee  :"■— "  Fear  not,  for  I 
"  am  with  thee  ;  be  not  difmayed,  for  I 
"  am  thy  God  ;  1  will  flrengthen  thee;  yea, 
"  I  will  help  thee ;  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee 
''  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righteouf- 
"  nefs." 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  that  temper  of 
heart  with  which  we  ought  to  attend  upon 
this  great  Chriftlan  folemnity :  The  deepeft 
humility,  and  thewarmeft  gratitude;  godly 
forrow  on  account  of  our  wanderings  in 
time  paft,  and  holy  purpofes  to  walk  cir- 
cumfpedlly  for  the  time  to  come ;  a  fenfe 
of  our  weaknefs,  and  of  our  abfolute  need 
of  grace  from  on  high,  joined  with  a  firm 
unfufpedling  reliance  on  the  power  and 
faithfulnefs  of  our  glorious  Redeemer,  who 
hath  promifed  the  Spirit  to  them  that  afk 

Vol.  I.  R  it^ 
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it,  and  bid  us  "  afk,  and  receive,  that  our 

*'  joy  may  be  full." Thus  let  us  encom- 

pafs  the  altar  of  God,    praying  that  this 
gofpel-feaft  may  prove  efFe(5lual,    through 
his  bleffing,  for  confirming  our  faith,  for 
inflaming   our  love,    and   enlivening    our 
hope  ; — that,  by  the  nourilhment  it  affords, 
we   may  be   ftrengthened   to   purfue   our 
journey  through  this  v/ildernefs,  till  having 
paffed  the  dark  valley  and  fhadow  of  death, 
we  fhall  enter  into  the  promifed  land  of 
reft,  where,  face  to   face,  we  fhall  behold 
xh^Jhepherd  and  bi/Jjop  of  our  fouls ^  and,  fur- 
rounding  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the 
Lamb,  bear  our  part  in  that  grateful  trium- 
phant fong,  "  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and 
"  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood, 
"  and  hatli  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto 
"  God,  and  his  Father ;  to  him  be  glory 
"  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever."    Amen, 


SE  R- 
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Hebrews  iv.  16. 

Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of 
grace^  that  ive  may  obtain  rnercy^  and  find 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need. 

THE  great  atonement  we  are  this  day 
to  commemorate,  is  the  fole  founda- 
tion of  that  throne  of  grace  to  which  tlie 
Apoflle  invites  us  in  my  text ;  for  it  is  on- 
ly "  in  Chrift  Jefus,  that  God  reconcileth 
**  the  world  unto  himfelf."  So  that  the 
fubjedl  I  have  chofen  hath  an  obvious  and 
peculiar  reference  to  that  facred  fervice  in 

which  we  are  iliortly  to  be  engaged. In 

order  to  render  it  profitable  for  our  inftruc- 
tion  and  comfort,  I  propofe,  in  dependence 
upon  divine  aid, 

Firji^  To  explain  what  is  meant  by  co?ning 
boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace;  and, 

Secondly^   To   confider  the  errand  upon 

which  we  are  invited  to  come;    namely, 

that  ive  may  obtain  mercy ^  and  find  grace  to 

R  2  help 
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help  in  time  of  need »  After  which,  I  fliall,  ia 
in  the 

'Third  place,  Illuflrate  the  motives,  or 
grounds  of  encouragement,  fuggefted  by 
the  Apoftle  in  the  foregoing  context,  up- 
on which  the  exhortation  appears  to  be 
founded  : 

And  then  dire^l  you  to  the  pradical  im- 
provement of  the  whole. 

I  begin  with  explaining  what  is  meant  by 
coming  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace. 

You  will  eafily  perceive,  that  the  holdnefs 
here  recommended,  mud  be  fomething  en- 
tirely different  from  fearlefs  prefumption, 
or  headlong  irreverence,  in  our  approaches 
to  God;  for  he  hath  exprefsly  faid,  and 
confirmed  the  truth  of  it  by  many  awful 
examples,  "  I  will  be  fandlified  in  them 
*'  that  come  nigh  me,  and  before  all  the 

"  people  I  will  be  glorified." "  God  is 

"  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  affembly  of 
"  the  faints ;  he  is  to  be  had  in  reverence 
"  of  all  that  are  about  him."  We  find  this 
fame  Apoflle,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
epiftle,  concluding  a  moft  lofty  and  anima- 
ted 
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ted  defcription  of  the  dignity  and  privileges 
of  the  gofpel-church,  with  this  remarkable 
inference,  "  Wherefore,  we  receiving  a 
"  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,  let  us 
"  have  grace,  whereby  we  may  ferve  God 
"  acceptably,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear ; 
"  for  our  God  is  a  confuming  fire."  Nay, 
the  latter  part  of  my  text  is  fufficient  to  qua- 
lify the  expreflion,  and  to  guard  us  againft 
any  miftake  about  its  trr.e  meaning  and 
import.  In  what  character  muft  we  ap- 
proach the  throne  of  grace?  Is  it  not  as 
creatures  that  netd  both  mercy  and  grace? — 
If  fo,  then  furely  the  boldnefs  with  which 
we  are  exhorted  to  come,  can  be  no  other 
than  the  boldnefs  of  humble  penitents;  fuch 
as  may  ronfift  with  a  conviction  of  guilt, 
and  a  fenfe  of  v^^eaknefs  ;  a  boldnefs  that 
takes  its  rife,  not  from  any  fuppofed  good- 
nefs  or  worthinefs  in  ourfclves,  but  from 
the  higheft  and  moft  honourable  concep- 
tions of  the  greatnefs,  as  well  as  of  the  cle- 
mency, of  that  God  whom  we  adore. 

It  is  not  then  to  filial  awe  and  reverence, 

but   to  diflruft  and  jealoufy,   that  boldnefs 

is  here  oppofed.     The  Ijpirit  becoming  the 

R  3  gofpel- 
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gofpel-ftate  is  not  a  fpirit  of  bondage  and 
fear,  but  a  fpirit  of  adoption,  difpofing 
and  enabling  us  to  "  cry,  Abba,  Father." 
In  this  temper  we  fliould  approach  the 
throne  of  grace ;  not  with  terror  and  amaze- 
ment, Uke  criminals  dragged  before  a  tri- 
bunal of  juftice ;  but  with  a  cheerful  hope 
of  obtaining  pardon  and  acceptance,  for 
the  fake  of  him  "  who  died  for  our  fins  and 
"  rofe  again  for  our  j unification;" — "  who 
**  fufFered  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he 
■'  might  bring  us  to  God." 

Man*s  apoflafy  began  with  harfli  and 
injurious  thoughts  of  God :  feduced  by 
the  tempter,  he  fufpeded  his  Creator  both 

of  falfehood  and   envy : And  it  is  the 

office  of  faith  to  repair  that  injury^,  by  re- 
cogniiing  his  title  to  the  entire  and  unre- 
JCerved  trufl  of  the  creature.  It  was  for 
this  end  that  "  God,  being  willing  more 
*'  abundantly  to  fliew  to  the  heirs  of  pro- 
''  mife,  the  immutability  of  his  counfel, 
"  confirmed  it  by  an  oath ;  that  by  two 
•'  immutable  things,  in  which  it  was  im- 
^*  poflible  for  God  to  lie,  they  might  have 
'■  a  flrong  confolation,  who  have  fled  for 

"  refuge 
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"  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  fet  be- 
"  fore  them."  It  is  his  pleafure,  that  we 
rely  upon  him  with  an  unfufpecling  con- 
fidence ;  and  we  then  honour  him  moil, 
when,  confcious  of  our  own  unworthinefs, 
but  depending  at  the  fame  time  upon  his 
faithful  word  of  promife ;  fatisfied  with 
the  proofs  he  hath  given  us  of  his  love, 
and  encouraged  by  his  kind  and  generous 
invitation ;  we  come  to  his  throne  with  a 
child-like  freedom,  to  pour  out  our  hearts 
before  him,  and  to  prefent  our  fupplica- 
tions  for  that  mercy  and  grace,  which  he 
is  always  ready  to  beftow  upon  thofe  who 
feel  their  need  of  fuch  important  bleflings. 
— But  the  full  meaning  and  import  of  the 
exhortation  will  better  appear,  when  1  have 
opened  the  errand  upon  which  we  are  in- 
vited to  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,-— ^ 
Which  was  the 

Seco?id  thing   propofed   in   the  method. 
The  errand,  you  fee,  confifts  of  two 


parts. 

The  Jirjl  in  order  is,  that  'we  may  obtain 

mercy; — mercy   to   pardon   our   fms,    and 

R  4  to 
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to  reiudate  us  in  the  favour  and  friend- 
fhip  of  God.- — —This  bleffing  is  introduc- 
tory to  all  others  ;  for  till  we  are  re- 
conciled to  God  through  the  great  Me- 
diator, v^e  are  incapable  of  holding  com- 
munion with  him ;  neither  can  we  yield 
unto  him  any  fervice  that  is  acceptable : — 
"  Two  cannot  walk  together,  except  they 
*'  be  agreed;"  — and  till  the  blood  of  JefiiSy 
ivbo,  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  offered  him- 
ftlj  without fpot  unto  God^  purge  our  coiifcience 
from  dead  ivorh^  ive  cannot  fer'ue  the  living 
God:  for  "  they  that  are  in  the  flefli,  can- 
"  not  pleafe  God."  Nay,  after  we  are 
juftified  and  accepted  in  the  Beloved, 
though  we  are  thereby  fecured  againft 
final  condemnation,  yet  we  are  not  raifed 
above  the  need  of  pardoning  mercy  :  ftill 
we  fliall  have  this  errand  to  the  throne  of 
grace ;  our  repeated  backflidings  will  al- 
ways render  it  neceffary  to  make  repeated 
application  to  the  blood  of  the  covenant, 
for  cleaniing  us  afrefli,  and  obtaining  re- 
newed intimations  of  pardon  and  accept- 
ance. 

But  we  have  another  errand  befides  this 

to 
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to  the  throne  of  grace  ; — namely,  that  ive 
may  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.  The 
form  ^f  exprefTion  implies,  that  there  is 
no  danger  of  a  difappointment :  aflifling 
grace  is  already  prepared ;  it  waits  our 
coming,  and  if  we  feek;  we  fliall  certainly 
find  It, — It  farther  feems  to  intimate,  that 
we  lliould  be  habitually  in  a  poilure  of 
waiting  upon  God,  according  to  that  apo- 
{lolic  injunction,  "  Pray  without  ceafing ;" 
for  fuch  is  our  weak  diflempered  (late,  that 
there  is  no  portion  of  time  in  the  whole 
duration  of  our  life  upon  earth,  which  is  not 
to  us  a  time  of  need:  lliould  God  withdraw 
his  help  for  one  moment,  in  that  very  mo- 
ment we  fliould  flumble  and  fall. 

One  thing  deferves  our  particular  atten- 
tion ;  namely,  That  the  grace  we  are  en- 
couraged to  afk,  is  grace  for  prefent  needy 
and  not  prefent  grace  for  future  fuppofed 
necejfitics.  This  remark  is  of  greater  im- 
portance than  is  generally  apprehended. 
It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  ferious  peo- 
ple, who  fufpe(5l  their  own  fincerity,  to 
forecaft  fome  trial  of  the  feverell  kind, 
^nd   to   pafs  judgment   upon   themfelves, 

according 
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accocding  to  the  prefent  (late  and  temper 
of  their  minds  with  refpecl  to  that  fuppofed 

trial. What  fhall   I   think   of  myfelf? 

faith  one  :  it  is  required  of  a  difciple  of 
Jefus,  that  he  take  up  his  crofs ; — but  fo 
feeble  am  I,  that  my  nature  fhrinks  at  the 
remotefl:  profpedl  of  fuffering:  fliould  per- 
fecution  arife  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  I 
fliould  not  be  able  to  (land  in  that  evil 
day ;  I  fhould  fink  under  the  crofs,  and 
*'  make   fliipwreck   of  faith   and   a  good 

"  confcience." Alas!  faith  another,  in- 

ftead  of  "  defiring  to  depart,  and  to  be 
"  with  Chrift,"  Death  is  to  me  the  "  king 
**  of  terrors;" — when  I  think  of  dilTolution, 
my  heart  dies  within  me;  what  fhall  I  do 

when  the  fatal  period  is  come? Were  I 

in  Chrift  Jefus,  furely  it  could  not  be  thus 
with  me :  have  I  not  then  caufe  to  con- 
clude  that   my    religion   is    vain  ? By 

fuch  unwarrantable  experiments  do  many 
perplex  and  difcourage  their  fouls,  and 
weaken  their  hands  for  prefent  duty.  I 
call  them  tmijuarrautable  experiments^  be- 
caufe  they  are  not  only  befide  the  fcripture- 
rule,   but  diredlly   contrary   to   it.      Our 

Lord 
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Lord  hath  commanded  us,  "  to  take  no 
"  thought  for  the  morrow,  but  leave  the 
"  morrow  to  take  thought  for  the  things 
"  of  itfelf  J  becaufe  fufficient  unto  the  day 
"  is  the  evil  thereof."  When  he  fore- 
warned his  difciples,  that  they  were  to  be 
brought  before  governors  and  kings  for 
his  fake,  did  he  require  them  to  tell,  at 
that  very  inftant,  what  defence  they  could 
make  ?  or  did  he  even  fet  them  upon  pre- 
paring  anfwers  to  fuch  queftions  as  might 
be  put  to  them  ?  No :  on  the  contrary,  he 
faid  unto  them,  "  Be  not  anxious  how,  or 
"  what  ye  fhall  fpeak ;  for  it  fliall  be  given 
"  you  in  that  fame  hour  what  ye  fliall 
"  fpeak."  When  ye  are  brought  to  the 
trial  and  work  of  confefFors,  then  fhall  you 
find  the  courage  and  wifdom  of  confefTors. 

So  it  is,  my  brethren,  with  refpccl  to 

us :  grace  to  fuffer,  is  for  a  fuffering  fea- 
fon ;  grace  to  die,  is  for  dying  moments  : 
then,  but  not  before,  is  the  time  of  need. 
Are  you  folicitous  about  grace  for  future 
emergencies  ?  let  me  afk  you,  I  pray,  have 
you  got  all  the  grace  you  need  for  prefent 

duty? If  you  think  you  have,   I  can, 

without 
I 
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without  further  inquiry,  alTure  you,  that 
you  are  miftaken. At  this  very  mo- 
ment you  need  grace  to  cure  your  anxiety 
and  diftruft,  to  check  your  impatience 
and  prefumptuous  curiofity.  Cad  your 
care  upon  God  for  every  needful  fupport, 
when  you  fhall  be  called  to  fuffer  and  die, 
and  come  to  his  throne  for  grace  that  may 
enable  you  to  live  to  fome  good  and  ufeful 
purpofe  in  the  mean  time.  Seek  grace  to 
mortify  your  remaining  corruptions,  to 
ftrengthen  your  faith,  and  to  inflame  your 
love:  feek  grace  to  perform  all  the  duties 
of  focial  life,  to  make  you  good  neighbours, 
—good  friends, — good  parents, — or  good 
children, — that  you  may  ferve  and  glorify 
God  in  thofe  flations  and  conditions  of 
life  which  his  providence  hath  allotted 
you.  Thefe  ought  to  be  the  immediate 
objedls  of  your  care:  for  till  the  prefent 
time  ceafe  to  be  a  iif?ie  of  nced^  it  is  inde- 
cent, it  is  foolifli,  to  look  beyond  it,  and 
to  diftrefs  yourfelves  with  a  premature  an- 
xiety about  the  morrow. Our  errand, 

then,  to  the  throne  of  grace  ^  is  no  other  than 
this,  to  obtain  mercy  for  the  pardon  of  pad 

fins, 
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fins,  and  grace  proportioned  to  our  prefent 
neceinty;  either  to  fubdue  oiir  corruptions, 
to  rcfifl  temptations,  to  iVipporr  us  under 
the  affli(5lions  we  feel,  or  to  ilrengthen  us 
for  the  duties  we  are  called  to  perform. — 
I  now  proceed,  in  the 

Third  place,  To  illuftrate  the  grounds  of 
encouragement  upon  which  the  Apoille's 
exhortation  is  founded.  Thefe  are  fug- 
gefled  in  the  two  preceding  verfes :  We  have 
a  great  High  PrieJ},  Jtfus  the  Son  of  Gcd. — 
This  High  Prieft  is  pajfed  into  the  heavens; 
and  he  is  not  an  High  Pricjl  ivho  canmot  he 
touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities^  but 
ivas  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  ive  are^  yet 
without  fm. 

The  \fi  thing  to  be  confidered  is  the 
perfonal  worth  and  dignity  of  our  High 
Prieft.  Of  this  we  have  a  lofty  defcrip- 
tion  in  the  beginning  of  the  epiftle :  there 
he  is  fly  led  the  Son  of  God^  and  the  creator 
of  the  ivorlds^  the  bright nefs  of  the  Father^ s 
glory ^  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  pcrfon^  ivho 
vpholdeth  all  things  by  the  ijuord  of  his  power; 
infinitely  higher  than  the  angels^  inafmuch 

as 
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as  he  is  their  Lord  and  head,  and  they  only 
minijlr'ing  fpirits^  whom  he  employs  as  his 
fervants,  and  fends  forth  to  nmlflcr  unto  the 
heirs  of  falvation.  Thus  great  is  the  Chri- 
flian's  High  Pried :  this  is  that  exalted 
Perfon  who  hath  undertaken  to  mediate 
between  God  and  finners.  Have  we  not 
here  then  one  folid  ground  of  encourage- 
ment, a  firm  foundation  for  our  hope  of 

the    divine    favour   and   acceptance  ? 

But  this  ground  of  encouragement  receives 
a  mighty  addition,  when,  together  with 
the  perfonal  dginity  of  our  High  Prieft,  we 
confider,  in  the 

2d  place.  The  value  of  what  he  did  and 
fuffered  in  that  charadler.  Having  aflii- 
med  our  nature  "  and  taken  upon  him  the 
"  form  of  a  fervant,"  he  yielded  a  perfe(5l 
obedience  to  that  law  which  we  had  broken, 
and  at  laft  fubmitted  to  a  painful,  ignomi- 
nious, and  accurfed  death,  that  we  might 
live  through  him.  "  He  was  made  fin  for 
"  us,  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we  might  be 
"  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him." 
Hereby  the  law  was  magnified,  divine  ju- 
ftice  infinitely  glorified,  and  a  way  opened 

for 
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for  the  free  and  honourable  exercife  of  mer- 
cy and  grace,  to  a  guilty  world.     The  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  Son  of  God  in  our  nature, 
and  for  our  fins,  afford  a  difplay  of  the  di- 
vine holinefs  and  juflice,  more  bright  and 
awful  than   if  the  whole  human  race  had 
perifhed  irrecoverably.     While  the  law  is 
not  made  void,  but  ei\abli(hed,  by  what  he 
did;  at  the  fame  time,  by  what  he  fi/ffered^ 
a  public  teflimony  is  given  to  all  intelligent 
creatures,  that  lin  is  an  evil  of  fuch  deep  ma- 
lignity, that  nothing  lefs  than  a  facrifice  of 
infinite  worth  could  expiate  the  guilt  of  it, 
or  fave  the  tranfgreffors  from  endlefs  mifery : 
So  that  this  difpenfation,  which  provides 
lb  effedlually  for  the  glory  of  God,  hath  a 
powerful  tendency  to  quiet  our  minds,  and 
to  cherifh  our  hopes  of  pardon  and  accep- 
tance ;  becaufe  now  it  appears,  that  God 
may  be  merciful  without  impairing  the  au- 
thority of  his  government ;  nay,  perfectly 
juft,  as  well  as  infinitely  gracious,  when  he 

juftified  thofe  who  believe  on  Jefus. ■ 

Thefe  hopes  will  appear  to  have  a  firmer 
foundation,  if,  to  the  dignity  of  our  High 

Priefl, 
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Priefl:,  and  the  inedimable  worth  of  his  obe- 
dience and  fufferings,  we  add,  in  the 

yi  place,  That  he  was  fully  authorifed  to 
undertake  this  ofHce :  for,  as  we  read  in 
this  fame  epiftle,  "  Chrift  glorified  nothim- 
"  felf  to  be  made  an  High  Prieft ;  but  he 
"  wlio  faid  unto  him,  Thou  art  my  Son, 
"  to-day  have  I  begotten  thee."  Indeed, 
without  fuch  a  divine  conftitution,  the  fa- 
crifice  he  offered  could  have  been  of  no 
benefit  to  us :  The  acceptance  of  one  life  in 
the  place  of  another,  dependeth  folely  upon 
him  to  whom  the  forfeiture  is  made.  But 
bleffed  be  God,  the  defignation  of  our  Lord 
to  the  ofBce  of  High  Prieft,  is  fo  plainly  and 
repeatedly  aiTerted  in  Scripture,  that  there 
is  no  room  left  us  to  doubt  of  it.  "  He 
"  gave  himfelf  for  our  fins,  according  to 
"  the  will  of  God."  Hence  he  is  flyled  the 
Mejfcnger  of  the  covenant^  the  Scrvafit^  and 
the  ekn  of  God.  In  every  part  of  his  under- 
taking he  ac5led  by  commifTion  from  his 
heavenly  Father  :  "  He  came  not  to  do  his 
"  own  will,  but  the  will  of  him  that  fent 
"  him ;"  which  affords  the  ftrongefl  en- 
couragement to  draw  near  to  God  with 

filial 
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filial  boldnefs,  and  to  hope  for  acceptance 
through  this  great  High  Pried  of  his  own 
defignation  and  choice,  this  '*  mighty  One 
"  upon  whom  he  hath  laid  our  help.'* 
Yea, 

4//j/y,  To  remove  every  polTible  ground 
of  jealoufy,  God  hath  teRified,  in  the  moffc 
public  and  folemn  manner,  his  perfedl  fa- 
tisfadlion  with  his  whole  conducfl  as  Me- 
diator ;   which  is  a  circumftance  of  the  ut- 
mofl:  importance,  to  give  our  hope  a  firm 
and    lading  foundation.      Though    Chrifl 
had  died  on  purpofe  to  expiate  our  guilt, 
and  to  reconcile  us  to  God ;  though  his  fa- 
crifice  had  been  of  infinite  worth  in  itfelf, 
and  offered  in  confequence  of  his  Father's 
appointment  ;    yet,    after   all,    fomething 
would  have  appeared  wanting  to  affure  our 
faith,  if  we  had  not  been  furnifiied  with 
tlie  ftrongefl   evidence,    that  this  f^crifice 
was  really  accepted.     But,  thanks  be  unto 
God,  the  certainty  of  this  is  put  beyond  all 
queflion  in  the  facred  Scriptures.     Twice 
was  it  proclaimed  by  an  audible  voice  from 
heaven,  *'  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
**  I  am  well  pleafed."  The  miracles  wrought 
Vol.  I.  S  at 
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at  his  death,  and  that  greateft  of  miracles'^ 
his  own  rerurre(5lIon  from  the  dead,  are 
further  confirmations  of  this  comfortable 
truth.  But,  above  all,  his  afcenfion  into 
heaven,  and  his  exaltation  to  the  right  hand 
of  the  Majefty  on  high,  remove  every  con- 
ceivable caufe  of  fear,  and  do  well  fupport 
that  triumphant  challenge  of  the  Apoftle, 
"  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge 
"  of  God's  elecl:  ?  It  is  God  that  jufli- 
"  fieth  :  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It 
*'  is  Chrifl  that  died,,  yea  rather,  that  is 
"  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right 
"  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  inter- 
"  cefTion  for  us."  Which  brings  me  to- 
the 

^th  and  loft  ground  of  encouragement, 
namely.  That  our  great  High  Prieft,  who 
is  palTed  into  the  heavens,  is  ever  mindful 
of  our  intereft,  and  lives  and  reigns  for  the 
benefit  of  his  people.  We  are  told  in  Scrip- 
ture, that  the  legal  High  Prieft  carried  the 
names  of  the  twelve  tribes  on  his  ihoulder 
and  breaft- plate,  when,  on  the  great  day 
of  atonement,  he  made  his  fblemn  entrance 
into  the  Holy  of  Holies ;  that  while  God 

looked 
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looked  upon  him,    he  might  at  the  fame 
time  remember  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  accept 
his  offering  for  the  expiation  of  their  guilt, 
and  hearken  to  his  prayers  and  intercelFion 
on  their  bclialf.     In  hkc  manner,  our  great 
High  Prieft,  the  Lord  fefus  Chriil,  who  is 
gone  into  the  heavenly  fancluary,  "  appears 
"  in  the  immediate  prefence  of  God  tor  us,'* 
fuflaining  the  characfter  of  the  fecond  Adam, 
the  head  and  rcprcfentative  of  all  his  fpiri- 
tual  feed  ;  and  is  railed  to  the  higheit  dig- 
nity and  power,  that  he  may  manage  their 
affairs  to  the  belf  advantage,  and  effecSlually 
fecure  their  eternal  falvation.     He  was  a 
fufferer  himfelf,  and  knoweth  the  heart  of 
a  fufferer,  not  by  report,  but  by  perfonal 
experience  :   he  was  tried  with  temptations 
even  as  we  are  ;  and  though  he  conquered 
them  all,  yet  he  had  proof  of  the  flcill,  as 
well  as  of  the  malice  of  the  tempter,  and 
can  make  allowance  for  the  difproportion 
betwixt  himfelf  and  us.     Nay,  he  flooped 
thus  low,  not  only  to  make  atonement  for 
our  guilt,  and  to  open  for  us  a  paffage  to 
the  mercy-feat ;  but  that  we,  being  affured 
of  his  perfect  acquaintance  with  human  in- 

S  3  firmity, 
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firmity,  might  have  the  moft  cheerful  re- 
liance upon  his  compaflion  and  fympathy, 
and  boldly  approach  the  throne  of  grace ^  ha- 
ving fuch  a  friend  to  patronize  us,  and  to 
plead  our  caufe  :  "  For  we  have  not  an 
"  High  Priefl  who  cannot  be  touched  with 
"  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities;  but  was  in 
"  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  with- 
"  out  fm." 

By  fuch  encouraging  motives,  my  bre- 
thren, doth  the  Apoftle  prefs  the  exhorta- 
tion in  my  text :  "  We  have  a  great  High 
"  Priefl,  Jefus  the  Son  of  God," — who  of- 
fered up  a  facrifice  of  infinite  worth  ; — not 
ofHcially  or  at  random,  but  by  the  exprefs 
appointment  of  his  heavenly  Father,  and  in 
confequence  of  a  folemn  agreement  or  cove- 
nant.— —This  facrifice  was  accepted  for  all 
the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended ; — 
in  teflimony  whereof,  our  great  High  Priefl 
hath  "  pafTed  into  the  heavens,"  where, 
amidfl  all  the  fplendors  of  his  exalted  flate, 
he  kindly  remembers  his  people  upon  earth, 
feels  their  infirmities,  fympathifes  with  them 
in  all  their  fufFcrings,  and  never  ceafeth  to 
make  intercefTion  for  them. — Have  we  not 

then 
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then  reafon  to  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of 
grace ^  that  we  may  obtain  mercy ^  and Jind  grace 
to  help  in  time  of  need? 

But,  after  all,  it  mvifl  be  confefTed,  that 
in  this,  as  in  mofl  other  things,  the  know- 
ledge of  our  duty  is  far  eafier  than  the  prac- 
tice of  it. 

"  ChrifL's  flefli  is  meat  indeed,  and  his 
"  blood  is  drink  indeed ;"  but  our  Lord 
hath  affured  us,  "  that  except  we  eat  his 
"  flefh,  and  drink  his  blood,  we  have  no 
"  life  in  us."  A  fpeculative  knowledge  will 
avail  us  nothing  ;  a  Saviour  unapplied  can 
be  no  Saviour  to  us.  To  think  juftly  of 
Chrift,  and  of  the  great  things  he  hath  al- 
ready done,  and  continues  to  do,  for  finners 
of  mankind,  is  an  attainment  of  no  great 
difficulty ;  but  to  improve  his  mediation  as 
the  fource  of  our  joy,  and  the  means  of 
our  comfortable  accefs  to  God,  requires 
greater  fkill  than  many  who  profefs  to  be- 
lieve on  him  are  pofTefTed  of.  This  wifdom 
cometh  only  from  above.  Neverthelefs,  as 
God  ufually  worketh  by  the  miniftry  of  the 
word,  before  I  conclude  this  difcourfe,  I 
S  3  fliall 
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fliall  endeavour  to  fuecrefl  a  few  hints  that 
may  be  of  ufe  to  you. 

Are  you  overwhelmed  with  the  glory  and 
majefty  of  God  ?  Are  you  ready  to  fay,  as 
Elihu  did,  "  Behold!  God  is  great;  and  we 

"  know  him  not  ?" Turn  your  eyes  to 

the  "  Word  made  flefli,"  and  fee  the  divine 
glory  veiled  in  the  human  nature  of  your 
Redeemer.  AVe  can  have  pofitive  concep- 
tions of  Jcfus  Chrift ;  and  though  we  may 
not  think  that  the  Godhead  is  flefli,  yet  we 
may  think  of  it  as  it  appeared  in  fieili,  and 
flione  forth  in  its  holinefs  and  goodnefs  to 
the  world.  In  the  perfon  of  our  Mediator, 
God  aipproacheth  us  familiarly,  to  invite  us 
to  come  to  him  with  humble  confidence, 
and  reverend  boldnefs.  Chrift  did  not  af- 
fume  a  form  of  terror  ;  women  durft  talk 
with  him,  linners  durft  eat  with  him,  the 
poor  and  the difeafed  durft  a&  his  help:  And 
though  Vv^e  muft  not  debafe  the  dignity  of 
the  Son  of  God,  by  imagining  that  it  is  as 
much  obfcured  in  heaven  as  it  was  upon 
earth  ;  yet  even  the  glorified  humanity  of 
the  Word  made  Jlejh^  affords  unfpeakable 
comfort  to  the  foul,  that  might  otherwifc 

fhrink 
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ilirink  back  and  tremble  to  draw  near  to 
God. 

Doth  the  guilt  of  fin  terrify  you?  Do  you 
fear  that  a  juft  and  holy  God  can  never  ac- 
cept fuch  offenders  as  you  have  been?  Here 
Clirift  is  our  relief;  who  was  wounded  for 
our  tranfgrefllons,  and  bruifed  for  our  ini- 
quities ;  who  paid  our  debt,  and  hath  pur- 
. chafed  and  fealed  our  pardon  with  his  blood. 
The  curfe  and  condemning  fentence  of  the 
law  are  indeed  terrible ;  but  if  we  have 
truly  iled  to  Chrill  for  refuge,  he  hath 
nailed  them  to  his  crofs,  and  will  give  us  a 
full  and  free  difcharge. 

Are  you  difcouraged  with  the  infirmities 
you  daily  feel,  the  imperfedlion  of  your 
knowledge,  the  wandering  of  your  thoughts, 
the  coldnefs  of  your  love,  and  the  feeble- 
nefs  of  your  defires  ? — Faith  can  flill  find 
'a  remedy  in  Chrill:  Jefus,  by  reminding  us, 
that  our  acceptance  with  the  Father  is  thro' 
the  merits  of  his  Son: — and  he,  my  friends, 
is  worthy,  though  we  are  unworthy  ;  his 
righteoufnefs  is  perfecfb  and  without  ipot : 
he  is  not  weak  vvdicn  we  are  weak;  he  is  not 
diHempcrcd  when  we  are  fick :  our  High 

S  4  Priclf 
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Prieft  is  unchangeable,  "  the  fame  yefler-' 
"  day,  to-day,  and  for  ever." 

Are  you  harafled  with  temptations,  thofe 
fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one  ?  Still  faith 
can  find  a  Saviour  fuited  to  your  neceflity. 
Our  great  Lord  fubmitted,  not  only  to  be 
tempted  by  Satan,  but  to  be  tempted  in  a 
wildernefs,  where  he  had  none  to  comfort 
him ;  nay,  tempted  to  the  moll  horrid 
blafphemy  and  wickednefs,  even  to  fall 
down  and  worfliip  the  devil  himfelf.  Look, 
therefore,  to  him  "  who  is  touched  with 
"  the  feeling  of  your  infirmities,  having 
"  been  in  all  points  tempted  even  as  you 
"  are."  He  who  made  all  temptations 
fubfervieni:  to  the  triumphs  of  his  own 
patience  and  conquering  power,  will  fup- 
port  and  fuccour  his  tempted  fervants,  and 
make  his  grace  victorious  in  the  weakeft 
hearts. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  the  foul  is 
oppreifed  with  griefs  and  fears,  which  it 
cannot  account  for.  Such  was  the  Pfalmifl's 
cafe  when  he  faid,  "  1  remembered  God, 
"  and   was    troubled ;    I   complained,    and 

my  fpirit  was  overwhelmed  :   O  my  God, 

my 
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"  my  foul  is  caft  down  in  me ;  I  am  fo 
"  troubled,  that  I  cannot  fpeak.'*  But  even 
in  this  cafe,  faith  can  look  to  Chrift,  and 
remember,  that  he  too  was  in  an  agony; 
an  agony  more  painful  than  any  thing  we 
can  feel ;  and  yet,  in  that  agony,  he  prayed 

more  earneflly. Faith  will  recolle(5l  the 

very  words  he  uttered,  Aly  Joul  is  exceeding' 
Jorronvful  even  unto  death. — No%v  Is  my  foul 
troubled^  and  what  Jljall  I  fay? — It  will  re- 
mind us  how  he  cried  upon  the  crofs,  My 
God !  My  God !  ijuhy  hafl  thou  forfaken  me  ? 
though  even  then  he  was  ftill  the  beloved 
of  the  Father  ;  and  fuffered  all  this,  that 
we  might  not  be  finally  abandoned  and 
forfaken. 

After  this  manner  we  may  improve  the 
mediation  of  Chrift  for  bringing  us,  in 
all  the  variety  of  our  circumflances,  with 
humble  holdnefs  to  the  throne  of  grace ; 
where,  to  our  prefent  comfort,  and  our 
everlafting  joy,  'we  fjoall  obtain  7nercy^  and 
find  grace  to  help  us  in  every  feafon  of  tieed. 
Amen. 


S  E  R- 
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Romans  viii.  32. 

He  that  /pared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered 
Mm  up  for  us  all^  hoiv  Jhall  he  not  itith 
him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ? 

SO  bright  and  luminous  are  the  prin- 
ciples of  heavenly  wifdom,  that,  like 
the  fun,  they  are  feen  by  their  own  light, 
and  may  rather  be  faid  to  impart  them- 
felves  to  us,  than  to  be  difcovered  by  us. 
With  regard  to  eternal  things,  the  learned 
have  no  advantages  above  the  unlearned : 
neither  the  gifts  of  nature,  nor  the  im- 
provements of  art,  confer  any  precedency 
in  the  fchool  of  Chrift.  The  comfort 
of  a  Chriftian  doth  not  depend  upon  a 
procefs  of  abftradl  reafoning ;  but  refults 
immediately  from  the  knowledge  and  be- 
lief of  interefling  fadls,  attefled  by  God, 
and  faithfully  recorded  in  the  Scriptures 
2  of 


SERMON       XI.         283 

of  truth  :   for  as  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that 
all  the  "  heirs  of  promife"  flioiild  have  "  a 
"  (Irong  confolation ,"  therefore  the  grounds 
of  their  confolation  arc  brought  to  the  level 
of  the  weakeft  capacity,  that  all  his  chil- 
dren may  have  equal  acccfs  to  them,  and 
feed  like  brethren  at  one  common  table. 
Accordingly,  you  may  obferve,  that,  in  the 
paflage  I  have  now  read  to  you,  the  Apoflle 
only  reminds  us  of  what  God  hath  already 
done  for  hnners  of  mankind ;  He /pared  not 
his  own  Son^  but  dell'vered  him  up  for  us  all: 
And  inftead  of  reafoning  in  form,  as  if  the 
import  of  this  fad  were  dark  or  ambigu- 
ous, he  takes  it  for  granted,  that  the  mod 
hmple    and    illiterate    will    perceive    it    at 
once;    and   gives  a  defiance  to  ignorance, 
nay  to  diflruil  itfelf,   either  to  pervert  its 
meaning,  or   to  draw   from   it   any  other 
conclufion    than   what   he   himfelf   doth; 
H01V  /hall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us 

all   things  ? My   prefent   defign   is,   in 

dependence  upon  divine  aid, 

Firfl^  To  illuftrate  this  great  foundation 
pf  the  Chriflians  hope,   God  fpared  not  his 

01V  n 
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own  Son^   but  delivered  him  up  for  lis  all; 
and  then  to  fliow,  in  the 

Second  place,  That  the  gift  which  God 
hath  ah'eady  beftowed  upon  finners  of 
mankind,  affords  every  fincere  believer  the 
mod  abfolute  certainty,  that  nothing  fliall 
be  with-held  from  him  that  is  neceflary  to 
make  him  happy, 

I  begin  with  the  great  foundation  of  the 

Chriflian*s  hope,  which  is  both  the  fubjedl 

of  my  text,  and  the  objedl  prefented  to  us 

in  the  holy  facrament  of  the  fupper:    God 

/pared  not  his  oivn  Son,  but  delivered  him   up 

for  us  alL 

Amazing  words ! — The  God  in  whom 
we  live  and  move, — the  Father  of  our  fpi- 
rits,  and  the  former  of  our  bodies ; — who 
polTefTed  an  eternity  of  happinefs  and  glory 
before  we  began  to  exift,  and  can  neither 
be  enriched  by  our  fervices,  nor  impoverifli- 
ed  by  the  want  of  them  : — He  whofe  good- 
nefs  we  had  abufed  by  the  vileft  ingrati- 
tude ;  whofe  omnipotence  we  had  defied 
by  the  moft  infolent  rebellion ; — even  that 
God  who  "  {pared  not  the  angels  that  finned, 

*'buc 
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''  but  haih   referved    them    in  everlafling 
"  chains,  under  darknefs,  to  the  judgment  of 
"  the  great  day," — vouchfafed  to  pity  and  to 
Jpare  the  children  of  men : — Nay,  to  make 
way  for  the  exercife  of  this  diiUnguiihing 
mercy,  be  /pared  not  bis  ouu?!  Son,  the  Lord 
of  angels,  the  Creator  of  the  worlds ;  but 
having  fubflituted  him  in  our  place,  clothed 
him  with  our  nature,  and  "  laid  upon  him 
"  the  iniquities  of  us  all,"   he  ddi-vered  hi?)! 
up  to  contempt  and  perlecution,  to   agony 
and  torture,  to  death  and  the  grave; — and 
all  this  for  our  benefit,  to  redeem  us  from 
everlafting  mifery,  and  to  reinftate  us  in 
that  happinefs  and  glory  we  had  forfeited. 
Thefe   are    the   marvellous    doings  of  the 
Lord,   which   the   Apoftle   here  celebrates 
with  gratitude  and  wonder,  as  the  grounds 
of  our  faith,  and  hope,  and  joy. 

But  that  our  thoughts  may  not  wander 
in  too  wide  a  field,  let  us  at  prefent  confine 
them  to  the  following  particulars :  FirJ}^ 
The  dignity  of  the  fufferer  ;  fecondly.  The 
fuiferings  he  endured;  and,  thirdly.  The 
perfons  for  whom,  and  the  ends  for  which, 
he  was  delivered  to  thefe  fufferings.     In  each 

of 
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of  thefe  we  iliail  difcover  a  convincini? 
proof  of  the  love  of  God,  a  certain  pledge 
of  every  neceflary  blefling. 

F'lrfl^  Let  us  confider  the  dignity  of  the 
fufFerer.     God,  faith  the  Apoftle,  /pared  not 
his  Son ; — his  owfi^ — his  proper  Son  ; — "  the 
*'  brightnefs  of  his  glory,    and  the  exprefs 
"  image  of  his  perfon ;"  not  a  fon  by  cre- 
ation, adoption,  or  grace,  but  his  "  begotten 
"  Son,"    of  the  fame  elTence  with  himfelf, 
and  equal  to  him  in  power  and  in  glory. 
Angels  are  called  the  fons  of  God ;    but  unto 
which  of  the  angels   "  faid  he  at  any  time, 
"  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten 
"  thee  r  Nay,  Chrift  is  ftyled  the  "  otily  be- 
"  gotten  Son"  of  God ;   a  title  of  peculiar 
fignificancy,  importing,  that  he  is  not  only 
infinitely  great  in  hirafelf,  but  likewife  in- 
finitely dear  to  the  Father.     Yet  this  is  the 
perfon  whom  God  fent  to  fave  us :  and  fure- 
ly,  if  the  love  of  the  giver  is  to  be  meafured 
by  the  worth  and  value  of  the  gift,  we  may 
juRly  fay  of  God's  love  to  us,  that  "  it  paf- 
*'  feth  knowledge."     How  loth  was  Jacob, 
a  fond  and  indulgent  parent  to  all  his  chil- 
dren, how  loth  was  he  to  fend  Benjamin 

down 
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down  to  Egypt,  even  when  his  own  life, 
and  the  prefervation  of  his  whole  family, 
feemed  to  depend  upon  it  ?  yet  Benjamin 
was  not  his  only  fon  ;  Jacob  had  many  other 
children  befides :  But,  behold!  the  great,  the 
independent  Jehovah,  who  would  not  fuf- 
fer  Abraham  to  offer  up  his  Ifaac,  but  pro- 
vided and  accepted  a  ram  in  his  place,  gives 
his  oivn^  his  otily  Sofi,  to  be  a  facrifice  for 
us. — Here  the  objedl  is  fo  high,  that  con- 
templation cannot  reach  it ;  fo  bright  and 
dazzling,  that  it  overpowers  the  fight : — we 
can  only  fay,  with  David,  "  This  is  not 
**  the  manner  of  men,  O  Lord  God;"  and 
muft  with  reverence  adore,  what  we  lliall 
never  be  able  fully  to  comprehend. 

Secondly  f  From  the  dignity  of  the  fufferer, 
let  us  proceed  to  confider  the  fuiferings  he 

endured. Two  words  are  employed  by 

the  Apoftle  to  convey  to  our  minds  a  fui table 
apprehenfion  both  of  their  greatnefs  and  va- 
riety.    God  Jpared  bi??i  iioty  but  dell'vered  him 

up, He  [pared  him  fiot,  that  is,  he  neither 

cxcufed  him  from  fuffering,  nor  fpared  him 
while  he  fuffered ;  he  not  only  put  the  bit- 
ter cnp  into  his  hand,  but  kept  it  there  till 

he 
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he  had  drunk  up  the  dregs  of  it.  With  what 
awful  feverity  did  he  ftir  up  his  juftice  ! 
"  Awake,  O  fword,  againft  my  Ihepherd, 
"  and  againft  the  man  that  is  my  fellow." 

'  •  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him," 

faith  the  evangelical  Prophet,  "  and  to  put 
*'  him  to  grief."  He  would  not  abate  one 
tear,  one  groan,  one  drop  of  blood,  any 
circumftance  either  of  ignominy  or  pain, 
that  was  neceffary  to  demonftrate  the  evil  of 
lin,  and  to  expiate  that  guilt  which  Chrift, 
as  our  Surety,  had  appropriated  to  himfelf. 

Thus  God  /pared  not  his  oivn  Sofi ;   nay, 

inftead  of  fparing  him,   the  Apoftle  adds, 

He  delivered  him  up.  But  he  doth  not  fay 
to  whom,  or  to  what ;  becaufe  Chrift  was 
deli'vered  into  fo  many  hands,  abandoned 
or  given  up  to  fuch  a  variety  of  fufFerings, 
that  a  minute  detail  of  them  would  have 
obliged  him  to  recite  the  whole  hiftory  of 
his  life ;  for  in  every  period  of  it,  "  he  was 
"  opprejfed  and  affli&ed ;"  from  his  birth  to 
his  death,  "  he  was  a  man  of  forrows  and  ac- 
"  quainted  with  griefs." — He  was  delivered 
firft  into  the  virgin's  womb;  for  even  then, 
O  Chriftians!  did  his  pafTion  begin;  there 

was 


SERMON      XL         289 

v^ras  that  temple  framed,  which  afterwards, 
by  wicked  hands,  was  pulled  down  on 
Mount  Calvary ;  there  that  body  was  pre- 
pared, which  was  fcourged,  and  bruifed, 
and  nailed  to  an  ignominious  and  accurfed 

tree. And  being  thus  made  flefli,    and 

brought  forth  into  the  world,  what  was  his 
after  life  but  a  repeated  delivery  of  him  to 
poverty,  to  reproach,  to  temptation,  to  per- 
fecution  ? — Such  was  the  pomp,  thefe  were 
the  harbingers  which  introduced  him  to 
the   crofs,   and   accompanied   him   to   the 

grave. "  Deliver  me  not,"  faid  David, 

"  into  the  hands  of  mine  enemies ;"  and 
his  prayer  was  heard  :  But  what  David  ob- 
tained, was  wich-held  from  David's  Son 
and  Lord  ;  for  Chrift  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies  :  He  was  delivered  to 
Judas,  who  betrayed  him ;  to  the  chief 
priefts  and  rulers,  who  infulted  and  reviled 
him ;  to  Herod  and  his  men  of  war,  who 
fet  him  at  nought;  to  Pilate,  who  condemned 
him;  to  the  Roman  foldiers,  who  crucified 
him  : — Nay,  more,  he  was  delivered  to  fuch 
a  fenfe  of  divine  wrath,  that  wrath  which 
was  due  to  the  fins  of  men,  as,  in  the  pro- 
VoL.  L  T  phetic 
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phetlc  language  of  David,  "  withered  his 
"  heart  Hke  grafs,  and  burnt  up  his  bones 

"  hke    a  hearth." Sin    is    the   fling  of 

death,  but  the  wrath  of  God  is  the  fling  of 
fin :  w4ien  that  feizes  upon  an  awakened 
eonfcience,  oh  !  what  a  dark  and  difconfo- 
late  night  doth  it  draw  over  the  finner's 
mind  !  or,  rather,  what  a  hell  doth  it  kindle 
in  his  bofom  !  Yet  it  doth  not,  it  cannot, 
appear  in  its  full  horror  to  us  ;  as  we  fee 
Hot  all  the  malignity  of  fin,  fo. neither  can 
we  fee  all  the  wrath  that  is  due  to  it :  but 
Chrift  had  a  full  view  of  both  in  their  ut- 
mod  extent ;  and  though  he  could  not  de- 
fpair,  for  that  indeed  was  impofTible,  yet 
the  agony  he  felt  was  greater  by  far  than 
any  defpairing  fmner  is  capable  of  feeling, 
who  bears  only  his  own  burden ;  whereas 
he  lay  prefTed  under  the  guilt  of  a  whole 

world. k  were  impious  to  fay,  that  the 

holy  martyrs  were  more  patient  than  their 
Lord ; — yet  which  of  all  that  noble  army 
ever  uttered  fuch  difconfolate  language  as 
he  did  ?  Their  torture  Was  their  triumph, 
their  fufferings  a  recreation  : — Whereas  the 
Son  of  God  cries  out  in  agony,  "  Now  is 

"  my 
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"  my  foul  troubled,  and  what  fliall  I  fay  ?'* 
— "  My  God  !  my  God  !    why  haft   thou 

"  forfakcn  me?" Whence  thefe  fad  and 

mournful  complaints  ? — Did  they  proceed 
from  any  defect  of  magnanimity  and  forti- 
tude ? — No,  my  brethren  ;  it  was  the  per- 
fedion  of  his  mind  that  feemingly  enfeebled 
him  : — the  boundlefs  extent  of  his  under- 
ftanding,  which  comprehended  the  full  di- 
menfions  of  fin  and  of  wrath,  was  the  fole 
caufe  of  his  deep  and  unparallelled  diftrefs. 
It  was  not  the  fhame  nor  the  torment  of  the 
crofs  that  afflicled  him;  the  thieves  who 
fufFered  with  him  endured  the  fame; — but 
his  foul,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  exprefTion, 
was  crucified  more  than  his  body  ;  his  heart 
had  Iharper  nails  to  pierce  it  than  his  hands 
or  his  feet : — in  his  body  he  felt  the  rage 
and  cruelty  of  his  murderers  ;  but  in  his 
foul  he  felt  fufFerings  of  a  more  exquifite 

nature. Then  he  bore  the  griefs,   and 

carried  the  forrows,  of  all  his  people  ;  then 
he  felt  not  the  fins  only,  but  the  wounds 
alfo,  of  every  broken  heart ;  the  torments 
of  his  martyrs,  the  reproaches  of  his  faints, 
the  poverty,   diftreffes,    and  perfecutions, 

T  2  which 
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"which  any,  which  all  of  them,  have  felt  or 
fhall  feel,  till  the  laft  trumpet  fliall  found, 
and  he  fhall  come  again  in  his  glory. — — - 
Thus  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son:  to  thefe 
inconceivable  fufFerings  was  the  Lord  of  life 

delivered, But  for  whom,  and  for  what 

ends,  did  the  Son  of  God  fuffer  ?  This  was 
the 

Thb'd  thing  I  propofed  to  confider.  And. 
after  what  hath  been  already  fuggefted,  it 
is  unnecelTary  that  I  fliould  fpend  much 
time  upon  this  head.  It  is  evident  that 
Chrifl  did  not  fuffer  on  his  own  account : 
"  He  was  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  fe- 

*'  parated  from  finners." "  He  did  no 

"  fin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  lips." 

He  fuffered  in  the  room  of  guilty  man; 

he  was  delivered  for  zis^  faith  the  Apoftle, 
not  only  for  our  benefit,  but  in  our  place : 
— **  He  was  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no 
"  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righte- 

"  oufnefs  ot  God  in  him." "  He  fuffer- 

"  ed,  the  juft  for  the  unjufl,  that  he  might 

"  bring  us  to  God." Do  you  afk,  Why 

God  fpared  not  his  own  Son  ?  The  anfwer  is, 
— That  he  might  fpare  us :  he  delivered  him 

up 
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up  to  temporal  fufFerings,  that  we  might 
be  dehvered  from  everlalHng  punifliment : 
"  For  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
"  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever 
"  believeth  in  him,  might  not  perifli,  but 

"  have   everlafting   life." Do   you   alk 

again,  Who  may  lay  claim  to  the  benefit  of 
this  gift  ?  I  readily  anfwer,  Every  child  of 
Adam  without  exception,  who  feels  his  need 
of  a  Saviour,  and  is  willing  to  accept  him 
as  he  is  ofFerfd  in  the  golpel.  The  death, 
as  well  as  the  birth  of  Chrift,  "  is  good  ti- 
"  dings  of  great  joy  unto  all  people  /'  to 
Gentiles  as  well  as  to  Jews  ;  to  men  of  all 
kindreds,  nations,  and  languages  ;  to  fin- 
ners  of  all  forts,  the  vilefl:  not  excepted : 
"  He  is  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh 
"  away  the  fm  of  the  ivorldr  Every  la- 
bouring and  heavy-laden  fmner  is  invited 
to  come  unto  him  ;  and  "  him  that  cometh 

**  he  will  in  no  wife  caft  out." In  this 

fenfe,  Chrift  is  the  "  Saviour  of  all  men ;" 
though  I  apprehend,  that  as  the  Apoflle,  in 
this  pafTage,  is  writing  purpofely  for  the 
comfort  of  real  Chrlflians,  this  aflertion, 
that  Chrift  ivas  i/elivend  up  for  us  all^  is 
T  3  chiefly 
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chiefly  intended  to  fignify,  that  all  true  be- 
lievers have  an  tsqual  intereft  in  this  gift  of 
God;  the  weakeft,  as  v^ell  as  the  ftrongefl; 
the  dejected  as  well  as  the  joyful ;  the  con- 
vert of  yefterday,  as  well  as  the  oldeft  fer- 
vant  in  his  family  :  for  the  inference  he 
draws  from  it  is  exprefsly  limited  to  thofe 
who  have  received  Chrifl:  Hovajball  he  not^ 
WITH  HIM ^  ALSO  freely  give  Us  all  things? 
This  leads  me  to  the 

Second  branch  of  my  fubjedl ;  which  is, 
to  (how, 

That  the  gift  which  God  hath  already 
bellowed  upon  {inners  of  mankind,  affords 
every  fmcere  believer  the "  mod  abfolute 
certainty,  that  nothing  fnall  be  with-held 
from  him  that  is  neceffary  to  make  him 
happy. 

The  Apoftle,  to  give  weight  and  empha- 
lis  to  his  conclufion,  puts  it  into  the  form 

of  a  qu,eftion,  Hoiv  Jljall  he  not  give  f r 

It  is  impoffible  that  he  fhould  not  give  ;— 
darknefs  and  light  may  fooner  become 
one,  than  that  God  fhould  deny  to  belie- 
vers in  Chrifl:  aught  that  is  conducive  to 

their 
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their  real  felicity. He  fpeaks,  you  fee, 

in  the  langua^  of  alfurance  and  triumph: 
and  well  he  might;  for  \i  God  [pared  not 
his  oivn  Son^  but  ddi'vered  him  up  Jor  us  ally 
what  can  be  fuppofed  to  ftop  the  current 

of  his    bounty  ? Is   there   any   benefit 

too  valuable  for  God  to  beffcow  ? That 

cannot  be ;  the-  gift  he  hath  already  con- 
ferred, is  infinitely  more  precious  than  all 
that  remains  to  be  given.  Other  things 
may    be    eflimated,    but   *'   the    riches    of 

*'  Chrilt    are   unjearchable ." "  In    him 

"  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead 

"  bodily." Shall    the    unworthinefs   of 

the  creature  rcftrain  his  munificence? 

This  objection  is  fully  obviated  by  the 
free  and  gratuitous  manner  in  which  God 
Iiath  bellowed  his  "  unfpeakable  gift ;" — 
for  it  is  evident,  that  we  mufl  have  been 
far  more  unworthy  of  a  Saviour  than  we 
poilibly  can  be  of  any  fubfequent  favour  : 
and  feeing  God  J'parcd  not  his  oitm  San,  Init 
delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  unmerited,  nay, 
unfblicited,  what  bounds  can  be  fet  to  the 
Chriftian's  hope  ?  efpecially  when  we  con- 
iider, — that  Chrift  was  delivered  up  to  fuf- 

T  4  fcrings 
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ferings  and  death,  for  this  very  end,  that 
he  might  remove  thofe  obflrudlions  that 
lay  in  the  road  of  mercy,  and  render  the 
exercife  of  it  confident  with. the  honour  of 

the   divine   government. ^The   facrifice 

of  Immanuel,  afforded  fuch  a  demonflra- 
tion  of  the  unchangeable  hoUnefs  and  ju- 
ftice  of  God,  that  without  ftaining  the  glo- 
ry of  thefe  perfections,  he  may  now  dif- 
penfe  to  penitent  believers,  all  thofe  blef-^ 
fings  their  circumftances  can  require :  for 
what  the  Apoflle  fays  of  the  pardon  of  fin, 
{Ro?n.  in.  25,  26.),  may  lawfully  be  ex- 
tended to  every  other  benefit :  "  God  hath 
■'  fet  forth  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation, 
*'  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his 
*'  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  ; 
"  — that  he  might  be  7///?,  and  the  jufii- 

*'  fier  of  him  who  believeth  in  Jefus." • 

Nay,  my  brethren,  it  is  not  only  confid- 
ent with  the  juftice  of  God,^  to  do  good  to 
thofe  who  believe  in  Jefus ;  but,  I  fpeak  it 
with  reverence,  it  would  be  inconfiftent 
with  his  juftice  to  with-hold  good  from 
them;  for  Chrift  hath  adlually  purchafed 
every  blefiing  they  need.     He  was  deliver-- 

ed 
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ed  up  "  by  the  determinate  counfel  and 
*'  foreknowledge  of  God;"  not  cafually,  or 
nnadvifedly,  but  in  confequcnce  of  a  pre- 
vious agreement  or  covenant ;  in  which 
he  freely  confented,  on  his  part,  "  to  make 
**  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  ;"  and  the 
Father  promifed,  that  "  he  fhould  fee  his 
"  feed ;"  that  he  fhould  "  prolong  his  days ;" 
that  "  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  Ihould  prof- 
*'  per  in  his  hand;"  and  that  he  fliould  "  fee 
"  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  be  fatisfied." 
Of  which  folemn  tranfacflion  we  have  an 
authentic  copy  recorded  by  the  Prophet 
Ifaiah,  chap.  liii.  10,  11. 

What  j(hall  we  then  fay  to  thefe  things  ? 
— Hath  God  already  bellowed  the  greatefl 
of  all  gifts,  the  unfpeakaMc  gift  of  his  own 
dear  Son  ? — Did  he  beftow  it  freely,  when 
there  was  nothing  in  the  creature  to  merit 
or  invite  his  love,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
every  thing  to  provoke  his  holy  indigna- 
tion ? — Was  this  gift  defigned  to  pave  the 
way  for  other  bleffmgs  I — Nay,  further, 
were  all  other  bleffmgs  a6lually  purchafed 
by  the  infinite  facrifice  of  this  divine  Sa- 
viour ? — How  firm  then  is  the  foundation 

of 
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of  the  Criftian's  hope  ?-— With  what  hum- 
ble, yet  triumphant  confidence,  may  the 
believer  adopt  the  words  of  my  text ;  and 
put  the  queftion,  againft  all  doubts,  all  fears, 
all  temptations  that  may  afTail  him,  He  that 
/pared  not  his  oivn  So?i,  but  delivered  him  up 
for  us  ally  hoivJJjall  he  not  iiuith  him  alfo  freely 
give  lis  all  things  ? 

But  we  have  not  yet  examined  the  grant 
itfelf.     Shall  1  fay  the  contents  of  it  are 
large  ?    the  exprefTion  is  too  feebje  ; — my 
brethren,  they  are  boundiefs,  they  are  in- 
finite :  thefe  two  words  all  things^  compre^ 
hend  both  heaven  and  earth  in  their  bo- 
fom ;  and  thus  they  are  explained  by  this 
fame  Apoftle,   i  Cor,  iii.  21.     "  All  things 
'  are  yours,  whether  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or 
*  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or 
'  things  prefent,  or  things  to  come;  all  are 
'  yours;  and  ye  are  Chrift's;  and  Chrifl  is 
'  God's." — And  is  "  the  world"  too  a  part 
of  the  Chriftian's  portion  ?  Yes,  my  friends. 
But  then  it  is  "  the  world"  conquered  by 
faith,  and   crucified  to  us  by  the  crofs  of 
our  Redeemer.     "  The  lufl  of  the  eye,  the 
^'  lull  of  the  flefh,  and  the  pride  of  life," 

are 
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are  no  parts  of  that  world  whereof  the 
Apoflle  there  fpeaks,  except  it  be  in  this 
fenfe,  that  they  are  fubdued  and  mortified. 
Chrift  did  not  fubmit  to  hunger  and  third, 
that  we  might  riot  in  luxury ;  he  did  not 
become  poor,  that  we  might  pofTefs  great 
eftates ;  he  did  not  ftoop  to  ignominy  and 
to  death,  that  we  might  be  dignified  with 
worldly  honours.  Thefe  are  not  included 
among  the  all  ih'mgs  in  my  text. — The  truth 
is,  they  hardly  deferve  the  name  of  things; 
— they  are  mere  ciphers,  the  creatures  of 
opnion  and  fancy,  which  have  no  fignifi- 
cancy,  no  price,  but  what  miftake  and  de- 

luiion  have  wantonly  fet  upon  them. 

Our  inheritance  then  is  not  diminifhed 
when  all  thefe  are  left  out;  nor  hath  the 
Chriflian  any  inducement  to  vitiate  his 
charter,  by  interlining  it  with  thofe  carnal 
additions  which  a  vain  imagination  is  too 
apt  to  fuggefl.  With  Chrift  he  hath  all 
things  which  are  fubfervient  to  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  Chrift  was  delivered:  par- 
don to  remove  his  guilt;  grace  to  aid  him 
in  the  performance  of  duty ;  comfort  to 
fupport  him  under  the  prcffureof  affli(5lion; 

every 
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every  needful  fupply  during  his  journey 
through  this  world,  and  immortal  life  and 
happinefs  in  the  next. — Hath  not  the  Chri- 
flian  then  "  a  goodly  heritage,"  who  hath 
God  and  the  creature,  grace  and  glory,  time 
and  eternity;  -who  is  fafe  among  enemies  as 
well  as  among  friends ;  who  lives  in  com- 
munion with  God  on  earth,  and  fhall  dwell 
with  him  in  heaven  for  evermore  ?  Say,  O 
Chriftians,  hath  fuch  a  man  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  his  portion  ? 

But  let  it  be  obferved,  that  all  thefe 
things  are  given  ivith  Chrift:  his  perfon 
and  his  benefits  can  never  be  divided. 
This  is  the  order  which  God  hath  efla- 
blifhed: — He  firfl  gives  us  his  own  Son; 
and  when  that  unfpeakable  gift  is  thank- 
fully received,  then,  together  ivith  his  Son^ 

he  freely  gives  us  oil  other  things. But 

without  him,  we  have  no  right  to  any 
thing  we  pofTefs ;  the  food  we  eat,  the 
raiment  we  put  on,  are  not  ours ;  we  are 
ufurpers,  we  are  robbers ;  and  as  fuch, 
fhall  be  feverely  reckoned  with  at  laft. — ^ 
This  (hall  be  the  condemnation  of  unbe- 
lievers at  the  great  day,  that  they  frau- 
dulently 
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dulently  feized  upon  their  MaRer's  goods, 
and  rejeded  the  Saviour,  through  whom 
alone  they  could  have  obtained  a  righteous 
title  to  them:  and  their  condemnation  fiiall 
be  the  heavier  upon  this  account,  that  the 
Saviour  was  in  their  offer,  and  with  him  a 
full  right  to  every  benefit  they  enjoyed.— 
Think  of  this,  ye  who  forget  God,  and 
have  hitherto  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  calls 

of  his  grace. And, 

Let  thofe  who  have  complied  with  the 
.gofpel- invitation,  and  thankfully  accept- 
ed the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  take  comfort 
from  what  hath  been  fpoken  upon  this 
fubjea,  and  approach  the  table  of  the 
Lord  with  enlarged  expedations  of  ob- 
taining all  that  is  neceffary  to  render  them 

truly   happy. God    perfedly   knoweth 

what  we  fland  mod  in  need  of:  he  know- 
eth whether  health  or  ficknefs,  riches  or 
poverty;  whether  cordials  to  cherifh,  or 
medicines  of  a  different  operation,  are  befl 
for  us.  With  refped  to  thefe,  it  is  our 
duty  and  our  intereft  to  fubjed  our  choice 
entirely  to  his  pleafure.  This  fliould  be 
our  chief,  our  only  care,  to  renew  from 

the 
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the  heart  our  thankful  acceptance  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:  and  then  we  may  be 
afTured  that  nothing  can  come  amifs  to 
us ;  For  he  that  /pared  not  his  oijun  Son,  but 
delivered  htm  up  for  us  ally  Jhall  certainly 
*with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things. 
Amen. 


SER- 
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Romans  viii.  31. 

What  JJjall  ive  then  fay  to  thefi  things  ?   If 
God  be  for  tis^  who  can  he  agahfl  us  ? 

THIS  chapter  contains  a  large  and  ani- 
mated detail  of  the  privileges  that 
belong  to  believers   in  Chrifl  Jefus;   and 
lays  open  thofe  fprings  of  true  confolation, 
with  which  the  gofpel- covenant  is  plenti- 
fully flored.     Nothing  is  wanting  that  our 
prefent  condition  renders  neceflary  or  de- 
fireable;    a  fuitable  and  an   efFedual  re- 
medy is  provided  both  for  our  guilt  and 
pollution.      No  fm  can  exceed  the  merit 
of  a  Redeemer's  blood ;  no  lull  can  with- 
ftand  the  power  of  his  vidorious  grace : 
fo  that  we  may  juilly  adopt  the  words  of 
the  returning  prodigal,  and  fay,  as  he  did, 
that  "  in  our  Father's  houfe  there  is  bread 
*'  enough,  and  to  fpare." 

In  the  two  preceding  verfes,  the  Apoflle 
leads  us  upward  to  the  fource  and  foun- 
tain 
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tain  of  all  thofe  bleflings  we  prefently  pof*- 
fefs,  or  hope  to  enjoy;  namely,  the  eter- 
nal love  of  an  unchangeable  God.  It  was 
his  felf-moving  goodnefs  that  prompted 
him  to  devife  the  method  of  our  recovery : 
and  the  fcheme  is  fo  wifely  laid,  fo  com- 
plete and  finifhed  in  all  its  parts,  that  no 
power  or  policy  can  defeat  the  execution 
of  it :  "  For  whom  God  did  foreknow,  he 
"  alfo  did  predeflinate  to  be  conformed  to 
"  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he  might  be 
"  the  firft-born  among  many  brethren. 
"  Moreover,  whom  he  did  predeflinate, 
"  them  he  alfo  called ;  and  whom  he  call- 
"  ed^   them  he  alfo  juftified :    and  whom 

"  he  juftified,  them  he  alfo  glorified." 

So  that  the  man  whom  God  hath  "  called 
*'  by  his  grace,"  is  juft  as  fafe  as  omnipo- 
tence can  make  him.  Looking  backward 
to  God's  purpofe  before  time  commenced, 
and  forward  to  the  glory  that  awaits  him 
when  time  fliall  be  no  more,  he  may  bold- 
ly bid  defiance  to  every  adverfe  power, 
faying,  in  the  triumphant  language  of 
this  Apoftle,  "  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing 
"  to  the  charge  of  God's  eled  ?'*  and, 
I  "  Who 
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*'  Who  fliall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of 
''  God  ?" 

The  words  I  am  to  difcourfe  upon,  pre- 
fent  the  infpired  author  to  our  view  in  a 
very  flriklng  and  agreeable  light.  Tranf- 
ported  and  overpowered  with  the  greatnefs 
of  the  fubjed:,  he  makes  a  fudden  and  fo- 
lemn  paufe ;  and  then  aflvS  the  quellion, 
— What  fiall  -we  fay  to  theje  things  ?-. — No- 
thing can  be  faid  agaiujl  them  :  and  it  is 
impoffible  to  exceed  in  their  juft  commen- 
dation. What  then  Jhall  ijue  fay  to  them  P 
What  ufe  iliall  we  make  of  thefe  comfort- 
able truths  ?   or  what  conclufion  fliall  we 

draw  from  them  ? This  I  take  to  be  the 

true  meaning  of  the  queftion.  And  an 
important  queftion  it  is  :  Blefled  be  God, 
who  put  it  into  the  heart  of  his   fervanc 

both  to  propofe  and  anfwer  it. Well, 

then,  what  doth  a  St  Paul  fay  to  thcfc 
things?  or  rather,  what  anfwer  doth  the 
Spirit  of  God  indite?- — Let  every  believer 
in  Chrift  liften  with  joy,  and  apply  it  to 
himfelf:  If  God  be  for  11  s^  who  can  he  againfl 
us? 

As  the  Apoftle,  through  the   whole  of 
Vol.  I.  U  this 
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this  chapter,  fpeaks  in  the  chara(5\er  of  an 
affured  Chriftiaii,  the  word  if  cannot  be 
luppofed  to.  imply  any  doubtfulnefs  or  un- 
certainty about  the  truth  of  the  propoli- 
tion  to  which  it  relates ;  but  rather  taketh 
it  for  granted,  and  is  of  the  fame  import, 
as  though  the  Apodle  had  expreffed  him- 
felf  thus :  Seeing  that  God  is  for  us :  And 
therefore,  inftead  of  proving  what  none 
will  deny,  namely,  that  this  privilege  doth 
really  belong  to  fan^Lified  believers,  I  fliali 
rather,  in  the  f?'Jl  place,  briefly  unfold  its- 
meaning  and  worth; — and  then  fhow,  in 
xh^fecond  place,  what  a  folid  foundation  it 
Jays  for  the  joyful  conclufion,  or  rather 
the  triumphant  challenge,  in  the  clofe  of 
the  verfe,  Who  cim  be  againjl  usf 

I  begin  w^ith  unfolding  the  privilege  it- 
felf,  God  is  for  us.  And  it  necefTarily  im- 
plies, that 

God  is  our  friend.  This  is  the  very 
loweit  fenfe  the  words  will  bear :  and  yet, 
my  brethren,  who  can  tell,  nay,  who  can 
conceive  the  importance  and  worth  of  this 

iiugle  bleffing? To  be  in  a  Itate  of  fa- 

vou:? 
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vour  with  the  greatefl:  and  the  bed  of  Be- 
ings, the  Father  of  our  fpirits  too,  upon 
whom  we  conflantly  depend  for  life,  and 
all  things;  how  delightful  the  thought! 
How  difmal    to   fuppofe  ourfelves   in  the 

oppofite  condition! As  I  ipeak  at  pre- 

ient  to  real  Chriftians  only,  I  n2ed  not  en- 
large upon  this  branch  of  your  happinefs. 
Many  of  you,  doubtlefs,  can  remember 
the  time  when,  lying  under  the  fenfc  of 
unpardoned  gult,  and  the  fearful  appre- 
henfions  of  deferved  wrath,  you  would 
have  parted  with  ten  thoufand  worlds  like 
this,  for  one  ray  of  God's  countenance, 
for  the  remotefl  hint  of  pardon  and  ac- 
ceptance.  Such,   I  know,   will   require 

no  commendation  of  the  divine  friendlhip: 
You  have  already  learned  from  experience, 
the  fureft  and  mod  convincing  teacher, 
that  no  enjoyment  is  comparable  to  the 
aflurance  of  God's  love  ;  nay,  that  all 
other  enjoyments  are  taftelefs,  or  rather 
bitter,  without  it. 

But  the  expreflion  carries  in  it  a  higher 

meaning   than   this:    It   not   only   imports 

that  God  is  reconciled  to  us ;  but  thac  he 

U  2  hkewife 
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likewlfe  taketh  our  part,  and  is  acflive  for 

our  good. God  is  for  us ;  that  is,  he  is 

071  our fide.^  and  employs  all  his  perfections 
for  our  fafety  and  happinefs.  He  not  only 
gracioufly  forgives  what  hath  formerly 
been  done  by  us  againft  himfelf ;  but,  as 
far  as  can  vconfift  with  the  perfection  and 
happinefs  of  his  nature,  he  feels  and  rc- 
fents  what  by  others  is  at  any  time  done 
againft  us.  "  He  that  toucheth  you," 
faith  he,  "  toucheth  the  apple  of  mine 
"  eye."  And  what  fliall  we  think  of  this? 
— Balaam  could  fay,  "  Surely  there  is  no 
"  enchantment  againft  Jacob,  neither  is 
"  there  any  divination  againft  Ifrael ;" 
for  "  the  Lord  his  God  is  with  him,  and 

"  the  fliout  of  a  king  is  among  them." 

Yet  this  privilege  is  common  to  all  belie- 
vers in  Chrift :  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  their 
guardian  as  well  as  their  friend;  he  char- 
geth  himfelf  with  their  protecflion ;  he 
adopts  them  into  his  family ;  and  not  only 
dignifies  them  w^ith  the  title  of  children, 
but  doth  likewife  enrich  them  with  all  the 
immunities  and  privileges  which  that  high 
and  endearing  appellation  imports.     And 

what 
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what  may  they  not  expccl  from  fuch  a  Fa- 
ther ?  whofe  wifdom  is  intinite,  whofe 
power  is  irrefillible,  whole  "  mercy  is 
"  everlafling,"    and  whofe  "truth   endu- 

*'  reth  to   all  generations." And  when 

I  mention  the  truth  of  God,  this  leads  me 
to  obferve  another  important  fenfe,  in 
which  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  that  God  is  for 
tis ;  namely, 

That  he  is  our  God  in  covenant,  and 
hath  pledged  his  veracity  and  faithfulnefs 
for   every  blefling   our   circumftances  can 

require. It   is   comfortable   to   know 

that  God  is  not  only  reconciled  to  us,  but 
that  he  likewife  taketh  our  part,   and   is 

a(flive   for   our   good. Neverthelefs,    as 

that  jcaloufy,  which  is  infeparable  from  a 
confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  might  flill  fuggefl 
to  us,  that  fome  unforefeen  caufe  may 
throw  us  out  of  his  protedion ;  therefore 
"  God  being  willing  more  ?,bundantly  to 
"  fliow  unto  the  heirs  of  promifc  the  im- 
"  mutability  of  his  counfel,  hath  confirm- 
"  ed  it  by  an  oath  ;  that  by  two  immu- 
"  table  things,  in  which  it  was  impcf- 
*' fihle  for  God   to   lie,  we   might   have  a 


U  3  "  itron 


£> 


3IO        SERMON       XII. 

"  ftrong    confolation,   who   have    fled   for 
"  rcfuge  to   lay   hold  "upon    the   hope  fet 
"  before  us."      God   hath  not  left  us   to 
fpell  out  our  privileges,  or  to  reafon  our- 
felves  into   the   hope   of  good  things ;    he 
hath  plainly  told  us  what  is  in  his  heart ; 
he  hath  put  his  merciful  defigns  into  the 
form  of  a  covenant,  and  exprelTed  them 
in  a  variety  of  gracious  promifes  ;   by  the 
help  of  which  we  may  lay  hold  upon  his 
truth,  and  plead  the  honour  of  the  God- 
head for  every   bleffing   we  need.      Nay, 
this  covenant  is  fealed  with  the  blood  of 
his    own    Son ;     upon    which    account    it 
fometimes   gets   the   name   of  a  ttjlament ; 
that  is,   an   irrevocable   deed,    made   fure 
and  unalterable  by  the  death  of  the  tejla- 
tor.     Hereby  the  firmed  foundation  is  laid 
for  our  faith  and  hope;  and  that  our  joy 
may  be  full,  he  hath  inflituted  the  holy 
facrament   of  the   fupper,   wherein  vifible 
pledges  of  his  love  are  put  into  our  hands ; 
and  by  bread  and  wine,  the  appointed  fym- 
bols  of  the  broken  body  and  flied  blood  of 
our  Redeemer,  Chrift,  and  all  the  benefits 

of 
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■of  his  purchafe,  are  reprefented,  fealcd,  and 
applied  to  believers. 

Thefe  few  hints  may  ferve  to  give  you 
fome  view  botli  of  the  meaning  and  u-orth 
of  this  important  privilege  : — God  is  for  us  : 
— he  is  our  friend; — he  is  on  our  fide; — 
he  is  our  God  in  covenant,  and  hath  given 
us  every  kind  of  fccurity  our  hearts  could 
defire,  for  whatever  is  conducive  to  our 
real  intereft. — In  all,  and  in  each  of  thefe 
refpecfhs,  may  the  Chriftlan  fay,  that  God  is 
for  bun. Let  us  now  confider,  in  the 

Second  place,  The  confequence  of  this 
privilege,  or  the  joyful  conclufion  which 
the  Apoille  draws  from  it: — Who  can  he 
^againfl  us  ? 

It  is  expreffed,  you  fee,  in  the  form  of  a 
<lueftion  or  challenge-:  St  Paul,  in  the  name 
of  all  true  believers,  gives  a  bold  defiance 
to  earth  and  hell,    and  triumphs  in  the  af- 

furance  of  their  -fafety  and  happinefs. 

The  queftion  doth  not  imply,  that  they 
who  have  God  on  their  fide,  fliall  have  no 
enemies  at  all ;  fuch  an  immunity  would  be 
inconfiftent  with  a  Hate  of  trial,  and  tlie 
U  4  Scrip- 
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Scriptures  give  us  no  warrant  to  expedl  any 
thing  of  this  kind  ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
aflure  us,  that  "  througli  much  tribulation 
"  we  mud  enter  into  thekingdom  of  heaven." 
"  — Our  adverfary  the  devil,  as  a  roaring  lion, 
*'  walketh  about  feeking  whom  he  may  de- 
"  vcur." — "We  wreftie  not  only  againfl  lleili 
"  and  blood;  but  againil  principalitieo  and 
"  powers,  againfl  the  ruler?  of  the  darknefs 
"  of  this  world,  and  againfl:  fpiritual  wicked- 
"  neiTes  in  high  places."— And  as,  in  the 
days  of  Abraham,  "  he  that  was  born  after 
"  the  flefh,  perfecuted  him  that  was  born 
*'  after  the  fpirit ;  even  fo  it  is  now."  Nor 
jliall  this  warfare  ceafe,  till  that  great  day 
of  the  Lor<l  come,  when  "  all  his  enemies 
"  fliall  be  made  his  footftooL"  But  the 
queftion,  or  defiance,  may  lawfully  be  con- 
fidered  as  importing  the  following  parti- 
ciilars. 
—  i/?.  That  none  Poall  he  againji  us  whofe 
favour  IS  defirable. 

That  the  children  of  God  too  frequently 
fall  out  among  themfelves,  and  fquabble  in 
the  dark,  is  a  melancholy  truth ;  andtthat 
thefe  con^tentiona  are  unfeemly  and  hurtful 

things. 
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tilings,  cannot  be  denied:   But  a  little  more 
day- light  would   foon  put  an  end   to  the 
fcuffle,  make  them  afliamed  of  their  mif- 
takes,   and  unite  them  in  the  bonds  of  an 
everlafting  friendlhip. — The  perfons  I  fpeak 
of,  are  they  who  are  enemies  to  believers  as 
fuch  :    and  of  them  I  fay,  that  their  favour 
is  not  worthy  to  be  coveted,  neither  doth  the 
want  of  it  deferve  to  be  regretted.     What 
regard  is  due  to  the  judgment  of  thofe  who 
are  fo  blind,  that  they  fee  no  beauty  in  the 
infinitely   perfedt  God  himfelf?    efpecially 
when  their  enmity  againfl  us  is  only  the  natu- 
ral efFe(5l  of  this  woful  flupidity  ;  according 
to  thatalTertionof  the  Apoftle  John,  "  There- 
"  fore  the  world  knoweth  us  not,  becaufe  it 

"  knew  him  not." ''  If  the  world  hate 

"  you,"  faicl  our  Lord,  "  ye  know  that  it 
*'  hated  me  before  it  hated  you. — If  ye  were 
*'  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love  his 
*'  own;  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world, 
"  but  1  have  chofen  you  out  of  the  world, 
*'  thercfcre  the  world  hateth  you."  And 
ought  any  wife  man  to  be  difquieted  on 

that  account  ? Nay,   my  brethren,  did 

we  view  our  enemies  in  this  light,  we  Ihould 

look 
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look  upon  them  as  objeds  of  pity,  rather 
than  of  fear  or  refentment ;  and  any  Httle 
hurt  they  could  do  to  us,  would  fcarcely  be 
felt,  whilfh  we  thought  of  the  infinitely 
greater  mifchief  they  were  doing  to  them- 
felves. 

idly^,  If  God  be  fir  us^   ivho  can  prevail 
agaivji  us?  Who  {hall  be  able  totally  to  fub- 
due  us,  to  deprive  us  of  the  glory  and  hap- 
pinefs  we  look  for  ?    Indeed,  if  the  fafety 
of  believers  depended  on  their  own  ability 
to  keep  hold  of  God ;  if  they  were  left,  as 
it  were,  to  hang  upon  him  by  the  mere 
ftrength  of  their  own  arms ;  a  little  force 
or  cunning  might  foon  loofen  their  grafp, 
and  pull  them  away  from  him.    But  herein, 
my  brethren,  lies  their  fecurity,  an  omni- 
potent God  keepeth  fad  hold  of  them;  they 
are  committed  to  that  good  Shepherd  "  who 
"  gathers  the  lambs  with  his  arms,  and  car- 
*'  ries  them  in  his  bofom,  and  gently  leads 
"  thofe  that  are  with  young:"   They  are 
joined  to  God  by  the  bond  of  an  "  everlaft- 
'*  ing  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  and 
"  fure ;"  and  they  who  would  attempt  to 
tear  them  from  him,  muft  firft  of  all  make 
2  void 
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void  that  covenant,  revcrfe  the  unchange- 
able purpofe  of  God,  and  obhge  the  Al- 
mighty to  refign  his  power. Such  is  the 

defpcrate  enterprife  in  which  the  enemies 
of  God's  children  are  engaged :  it  is  not 
the  creature,  but  the  Creator  they  have  to 
cope  with ;  Jehovah  himfelf  muft  be  over- 
come, before  the  weakeft  beUever  can  fall 
into  their  hands.  Juftly  then  might  the 
Apoftle  fay,  as  in  the  clofe  of  this  chapter, 
"  Who  fliall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of 
"  Chrifl  ?  Ihall  tribulation,  or  diftrefs,  or 
"  perfecution,  or  famine,  or  nakednefs,  or 
"  peril,  or  fword  ? — Nay,  in  all  thefe  things 
"  we  arc  more  than  conquerors,  through 
"  him  that  loved  us.  For  I  am  perfuaded, 
"  that  neither  death  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
"  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
"  prefenr,  iior  things  to  come,  nor  height, 
"  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  fhall 
"  be  able  to  feparate  us  from  the  love  of 
"  God  which  is  in  Chrifl:  Jcfus  our  Lord." 

Nay,  my  text  will  allow  us  to  advance 

a  flep  farther,  and  to  fay,  in  the 

3^  place.  If  God  he  for  ?//,  who  fhall  be 
^tle  to  do  us  any  material  hurt  in  the  mean 

time? 
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time  ? To  be  afTured  of  final  falvation, 

is  indeed  an  unfpeakable  blefTing;  to  know- 
that  our  enemies  fhall  not  totally  prevail 
againft  us,  is  a  deiirable  privilege  :  yet  a 
great  addition  would  be  made  to  our  com- 
fort, could  we  alfo  be  afTured,  that  their 
malice  and  enmitv,  initead  of  hnrtino:  us, 
fliall  contribute  as  means  to  promote  our 

true  intereft.— Well,  then,   the  Apoftle, 

imder  the  direction  of  God's  unerring  Spirit, 
hath  aflerted  this  in  the  fcrongeft  and  moil 
abfolute  terms  :  "  We  know,"  faith  he  at 
the  28th  verfe  of  this  chapter  ;  we  do  not 
barely  hope,  but  "  ive  knonv^  that  all  things 
"  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love 
"  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  accord- 
"  ing  to  his  purpofe." — Satan  endeavours 
to  blow  out  the  fpark  of  grace ;  but  inftead 
of  that,  he  kindles  it  into  a  flame,  and  only 

blows  away  the  aihes  that  covered  it. 

He  plieth  the  faints  with  his  fiery  darts ; 
but  inftead  of  killing  them,  he  renders  them 
more  expert  in  the  art  of  defence,  teacheth 
them  the  ufe  of  "  the  iliield  of  faith,"  and 
the  other  parts  of  their  fpiritnal  armour. — 
In  fliort,  God  effe^f^ually  baffles  every  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  of  their  enemies :  He  "  beats  their 
"  fwordsinto  plough-ihares,  and  their  fpcars 
"  into  pruning-hooks;'*  that  is,  he  converts 
their  hoftile  weapons  into  inllruments  of 
hufbandry,  for  the  culture  and  improve- 
ment of  his  people,  that  in  greater  abun- 
dance they  may  bring  forth  ''  thofe  fruits 
"  of  rightcoufnefs,  which  are,  through  Je- 
"  fus  Chrift,  to  his  praife  and  glory." 

Thus  have  I  opened  the  joyful  import  of 
this  queftion,  or  challenge,  If  God  be  for  us^ 
who  can  be  againji  us?  And  in  the  review  of 
all  that  hath  been  faid,  can  we  forbear  to 
cry  out  with  the  holy  Pfalmift,  "  Happy  is 
"  the  people  that  is  in  fuch  a  cafe  ;  yea, 
"  happy  is  that  people  whofe  God  is  the 

"  Lord !" What  1  further  intend  is,  to 

give  you  a  few  plain  and  necelTary  direc- 
tions about  the  ufe  you  ought  to  make  of 
this  comfortable  fubje<5l. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  thefe,  compaflion 
to  the  fouls  of  fome  who  may  be  hearing 
me,  obliges  me  to  fet  before  you  a  very  dif- 
ferent profpe<51,  by  inverting  the  queftlon, 
and  putting  ic  in  this  form. 

If 
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If  God  he  againjl  us^  ivho  then  can  he  fo?' 
us? 

"  The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple,  the 
"  Lord's  throne  is  in  heaven :  his  eyes  be- 
"  hold,  his  eye-lids  try  the  children  of  men. 
"  The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous  :  but  the 
"  wicked,  and  him  that  loveth  violence,  his 
**  foul  hateth.  Upon  the  wicked  he  fliall 
"  rain  fnares,  fire  and  brimflone,  and  an 
**  horrible  tempeft:  this  fhall  be  the  portion 

'*  of  their  cup." "  Thine  hand  fhall  find 

*'  out  all  thine  enemies,"  faith  the  Pfalmift, 
**  thy  right  hand  fhall  find  out  thofe  that: 
**  hate  thee:  thou  fhalt  make  them  as  a  fiery 
"  oven  in  the  time  of  thine  anger ;  the 
"  Lord  fhall  fwallow  them  up  in  his  wrath, 
"  and  the  fire  fliall  devour  them."  How 
awful  are  thefe  words,  uttered  by  God 
himfelf !  *'  I,  even  I  am  he,  and  there  is 
"  no  God  with  me:  I  kill  and  I  make  alive; 
"  I  wound,  and  I  heal ;  neither  is  there  any 
"  that  can  deliver  out  of  my  hand.  For  I 
"  lift  up  my  hand  to  heaven,  and  fay,  I 
"  live  for  ever.  If  1  whet  my  glittering 
"  fword,  and  mine  hand  take  hold  on  judge- 
"  ment;  I  will  render  vengeance  to  mine 

enemies. 
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enemies,  and  will  reward  them  that  hate 
me:  I  will  make  mine  arrows  drunk  witu 

blood/' And  "  Can  you  Hand  beforr^ 

his  indignation  ?  Can  you  abide  in  the 
fiercenefs  of  his  anger,  when  his  fury  is 
poured  out  like  fire,  and  the  rocks  are 
thrown  down  by  him  ?"  Coniider  this, 
ye  that  forget  God,  left  he  tear  you  in 
pieces  when  there  fliall  be  none  to  deliver. 
Who  can  make  you  happy,  if  God  pro- 
nounce you  miferable  ?  Who  can  give 
quietnefs,  if  he  caufe  trouble  ?  Who  can 
fcreen  you  from  his  juflice?  And,  Oh!  whd 
can  flipport  you  under  the  weight  of  his 

vengeance? For  the  Lord's  fake,  take  a 

ferious  view  of  your  condition;  and  then, 
turn  your  eyes  to  that  compaffionate  Re- 
deemer, whofe  arms  are  yet  extended  to 
embrace  you  :  Flee  fpeedily  to  him  as  your 
only  fan(5\uary :  Let  the  earth  be  acquainted 
with  your  bended  knees ;  let  the  air  be  ac- 
quainted with  your  fervent  fupplications, 
till  you  have  reafon  to  conclude,  that  you 
are  vitally  united  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:, 
who,  *'  of  God  is  made,"  unto  all  who  be- 
lieve in  him,  "  wifdom,  and  rightcoufnefs, 

"  and 
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"  and   fandlification,    and    redemption.'" 

As  for  you  who  are  Chriftians  indeed,  t.^ 
whom  all  the  comfort  of  this  text  belongs, 
let  me  beg  your  attention  to  a  few  neceifary 
advices,  with  which  I  fliall  conclude  this 
difcourfe. 

I/?,  Beware  of  defpifing  your  enemies  ; 
for  that  fliall  betray  you  into  fecurity  and 

carelefTnefs. Remember,   that   however 

weak  they  are  in  comparifon  with  God,  yet 
in  themfelves  they  are  ftrong  and  formi- 
dable; infomuch  that  were  God  to  look  on, 
and  leave  you  to  your  own  defence,  you 
Ihould  quickly  and  eafily  be  overmatched. 
In  other  armies,  the  ftrength  of  the  general 
confideth  in  the  number  and  valour  of  his 
troops ;  but  in  the  Chriflian  army,  the 
flrength  of  the  whole  hoft,  and  of  every 
foldier  in  particular,  lies  in  him  who  is  the 
Lord  of  hofts.  We  ought  therefore  to  main- 
tain an  habitual  jealoufy  of  ourfelves  :  we 
are  never  in  greater  danger  than  when  we 
are  mofl  confident  that  we  are  out  of  dan- 
ger ;  fo  that  the  caution  which  the  Apoille 
gave  to  the  Gentile  converts,  is  always  in 
feafon  :  "  Be  not  high-minded,  but  fear  :'* 
2  and 
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and  again,  "  Let  him  that  thinketli  he 
"  flandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall."  At  the 
fame  time,  though  you  muft  not  defpife 
your  enemies,  yet  neither,  in  the 

2^  place,  Ought  you  to  be  afraid  of  them. 
The  true  Chriftian  temper  lies  in  the  juft 
medium  betwixt  thefe  oppofite  extremes  : 
and  therefore  we  are  exhorted,  not  only 
"  to  watch,"  but  alfo  to  "  quit  ourfelves 
*'  like  men ;" — "  to  endure  hardnefs  as 
"  good  foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift," — and  to  be 
*'  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of 

"  his  might." "  Fear  not,"  faith  God, 

"  fori  am  with  thee :  be  not  difmayed,  for 
"  I  am  thy  God :  I  will  ftrengthen  thee ; 
"  yea,  I  will  help  thee;  yea,  I  will  uphold 
"  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righte- 
"  oufnefs."  After  this  encouraging  manner 
doth  God  fpeak  to  his  children.  Nay,  he 
chides  them  when  they  betray  the  leaft  ti- 
moroufnefs  in  his  fervice;  as  in  Ifaiah, 
ch.  li.  12,  13.  "  Who  art  thou,  that  thou 
"  fhouldft  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  fliall 
"  die,  and  of  the  fon  of  man  which  fhall  be 
"  made  as  grafs  ?  and  forgetteft  the  Lord 
"  thy  Maker,  that  hath  flrecched  forth  the 

Vol.  I.  X  "  heavens. 
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"  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
"  earth  ?  and  haft  feared  continually  every 
**■  day,  becaufe  of  the  fury  of  the  opprefTor, 
*'  as  if  he  were  ready  to  deftroy  ?  And 
"  where  is  the  fury  of  the  oppreffor  ?" 


Hear  how  David  triumphs  in  the  afTu- 

rance  of  his  fafety,  upon  grounds  which 
are  common  to  all  believers  in  Chrift : 
''  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  falvation, 
'•  whopxi  fliall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord  is  the 
"  ftrength  of  my  life,  of  whom  fliall  I  be 
"  afraid  ?  Though  an  hoft  fhould  encamp 
*'  againft  me,  my  heart  fliall  not  fear :  tho' 
**  w^ar  fliould  rife  againft  me,  in  this  will  I 
"  be  confident."  Let  the  wicked  tremble, 
they  have  reafon  to  do  fo  j  but  "  let  the 
*'  heart  of  every  one  rejoice  that  feeks  the 
"  Lord."  Vidlory  is  infured  to  you ;  the 
great  "  Captain  of  lalvation"  hath  already 
conquered  all  your  enemies,  and  ere  long 
he  ftiall  return,  and  bring  you  with  finging 
into  the  heavenly  Zion  :  then  fliall  you  ob- 
tain   gladnefs   and  joy,    and   forrow   and 

mourning  fliall  flee  away. But  as  the 

ftrength  by  which  you  muft  overcome  is 

not 
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not  your  own,  this  makes  it  ncceflary  that 
1  dired  and  exhort  you,  in  the 

id  place.  To  depend  upon  God,  and  to 
walk  clofely  with  him.  Tor  this  end,  "  a- 
"  bide  in  Chriil  ;"  for  there  it  is  alone  that 
God  and  fnmers  can  meet  as  friends.  "  God 
"  is  ///  Cbr'iJ},'"  fiith  the  x\poftle  Paul,  "  rccon- 
'''•  c'lluig  the  world  unto  himfelf;"  indeed 
he  is  no  where  elfe  in  the  character  of  a  re 
CGVcilcr;  and  confetpently,  if  we  wiili  to 
dwell  under  his  (hadow,  it  is  nccellary  that 
ive  be  in  Chnjl  alfo.  This  was  one  of  the 
folemn  advices  which  our  Lord  gave  to  his 
difciples  a  little  before  his  death :  "  Abide 
"  in  me ;" — "  as  the  branch  cannot  bear 
"  fruit  of  itfelf  except  it  abide  in  the  vine, 
"  no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me  ;" 
for  "  without  me,'*  or  feparated  from  me, 
"  ye  can  do  nothing."     In  the 

4^/7  and  lajl  place.  Seeing  God  is  for  us, 
let  us  be  for  him :  let  us  appear  openly  on 
his  fide,  and  acl  with  relblution  and  vigour 
in  his  fervice. — God  can  do  his  work  with- 
out us ;  he  Hands  in  no  need  of  our  aiTift- 
ance;  yet  fuch  is  his  condefcenfion,  that  he 
invites  us  to  the  honour  of  being  "  workers 
X  2  "  to- 
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"  together  with  himfelf.'*     And  what  caii 

fire  our  ambition  if  this  do  not ! He  is 

juft  now  calUng  aloud,  both  by  his  word 
and  by  his  providence,  "  Who  will  rife  up 
"  for  me  againft  the  evil  doers  ?  who  will 
"  fland  up  for  me  againft  the  workers  of 
*'  iniquity  V^  O  !  let  each  of  us  make  hafte 
to    reply    with    the    evangelical    prophet, 

"  Here  am  I,  fend  me." At  the  fame 

time,  let  us  echo  back  the  call,  and  humbly 
cxpoftulate  with  him  in  the  words  which 
his  own  Spirit  hath  didtated :  "  Arife,  O 
"Lord,  and  plead  thine  own  caufe ;  re- 
*'  member  how  the  foolifli  man  reproaeh- 

"  eth  thee  daily." — "  It  is  time  for  tbee 

*'  to  work,  for  they  have  made  void  thy 
law." — 'Thus  doth  God  permit  us  to  re- 
mind him  of  his  own  intereft,  while  we  our- 
felves  are  in  a  pofture  for  a(5live  fervice; 
and  fuch  pleadings  are  highly  pleafing  and 
acceptable.- — — Let  us  then,  my  brethren, 
in  our  refnedive  ftations,  do  what  in  Us 

A.  ' 

lies,  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in 
the  world,  and  to  bear  down  every  thing 
that  ftands  in  oppofition  to  it.  Let  the 
**  righteous  be  bold  as  lions ;"    and  then 

mav 
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-may  we  hope,  that  *^  iniquity"  as  afhamed 
fhall  hide  her  head,  and  "  flop  her  mouth." 
At  any  rate,  "  our  record  fliall  be  on  high," 
and  "  our  reward  with  our  God."  He  will 
receive  us  unto  himfelf,  "  in  that  day  when 
"  he  maketh  up  his  jewels  :"  and  then  fhali 
an  everlafting  dillinclion  be  made  "  between 
*'  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  ;  between 
**  him  that  ferveth  God,  and  him  that  ferveth 
*'  him  not."     Amen. 


X  3  S  E  R- 
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Luke  xU.  35,  :i,6,  37. 

Let  your  lains  be  girded  about,  and  your  lights 
burning:  and  ye  yourfelves  like  unto  men  that 
'wait  for 'their  Lord,  ivhen  he  iinll  return 
from  the  ivedding,  that  luhen  be  cojneth  and 
knocketh,  they  may  open  unto  him  immediately. 
Blcffed  are  thofe  fervants,  ivhom  the  Lord 
ivhen  he  cometh  fd  all  find  ivatching :  eerily 
I  fay  unto  you,  that  hefdallgirdhimfclf  and 
tnake  them  to  ft  do%vn  to  meat,  and  uuill 
come  forth  andfj've  them, 

TH  E  obvions  defign  of  this  pafTage  is 
to  excite  us  to  a  ferions  preparation  for 
the  awful  folemnities  of  death  and  judge- 
ment. We  are  here  diredled  to  confider 
ourfelvcs  as  fervants,  who  have  a  Mafter  in 
heaven ;  of  whofe  return  we  have  the  ftrong- 
eft  afllirance,  but  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
precife  time  of  his  coming  ;  and  therefore 
it  is  both  our  duty  and  our  intereii,  to  be 
always  on  our  guard,  and  in  a  fit  pofture  to 

receive 
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receive  him  :  The  happy  confequence  of 
which  fliall  be,  that  our  Lord  will  not  only 
approve  of  our  prudent  and  zealous  concern 
to  pleafe  him,  but  he  will  even  delight  to 
honour  us:  he  will  not  deal  with  us  as  fer- 
vants,  but  as  friends;  and  will  beftow  upon 
•us  a  reward  infinitely  beyond  what  any  fcr- 

vices  could  intitle  us  to. So  that  here  we 

have  a  fliorc,  but  comprehenfive,  account  of 
the  Chriflian's  work  and  recompenfe :  our 
duty  and  encouragement  are^boih  fet  before 
us. 

Our  duty  is  reprefented,  by  the.  diligent 
care  of  fervants,  to  have  every  thing  in  readi* 
nefs  for  the  reception  of  their  abfent  malter. 
As  the  Jews,  and  other  ealiern  people,  com- 
monly wore  long  and  loofe  garments,  it  was 
neceffary,  when  they  had  any  thing  to  do 
which  required  (Irength  or  agility,  that  they 
ihould  tuck  them  up,  and  gird  them  cloic 
about  them  :  Now,  fays  our  Saviour,  in  al- 
lufion  to  this,  Ld  your  loins  be  girded  about ; 
that  is,  lay  afide  every  thing  that  may  en- 
tangle you  in  your  work :  let  your  lights  be 
•continually  burnings  and  ye  yourfelves,  in 
every  other  rcfpcct,  like  fervants  who  arc 
X  4  anxious 
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anxious  to  pi  cafe  their  Lord,  and  to  be  found 
diligent  in  their  proper  buiinefs,  at  what- 
ever hour  he  fhall  come ;  that  nvhcn  he 
knocketh^  you  may  be  ready  to  give  him  pre- 
fent  admittance,  and  not  be  furprifed  in  any 
diforder. 

The  reward  of  the  diligent  and  faithful 
fervant  is  defcribed  in  the  fame  allegorical 
manner  :  Verily^  fays  he,  when  their  mafter 
returns,  and  finds  them  thus  employed,  he 
will  beflow  upon  them  fome  extraordinary 
marks  of  honour  and  regard :  He  will  not 
confider  them  as  mere  fervants  "  who  have 
*'  done  no  more  than  was  their  duty  ;"  but 
will  advance  then*i  to  the  rank  of  friends  : 
he  will  entertain  them  in  the  mod  liberal 
and  gracious  manner  at  his  own  table ;  yea, 
fo  condefcending  is  he,  that  in  fome  refpecfls 
he  will  lay  afide  his  fuperiority,  as  if  he 
^ovXdi  gird  himfdf  \]k.t  a  fervant,  and  come 
forth  and  wait  upon  them. 

I  fhall  at  prefent  confine  myfelf  to  the 
firfl:  of  thefe  fubjedls: — namely,  the  duty 

we  cTwe  to  onr  abfent  Lord. It  is  this 

which  more  nearly  concerns  us  in  the  mean 
time;    the  glorious  reward   mentioned  in 

the 
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the  latter  part  of  my  text,  belongs  chiefly 
to  our  encouragement;  and  in  that  -view 
I  (hall  have  "occafion  to  fpeak  of  it  before  I 
conclude. 

Now,  by  this  figurative  defcription  of 
the  duty  we  owe  to  our  abfent  Lord,  we 
are  plainly  taught,  in  the 

Flrjl  place.  That  we  fhould  lay  afide 
every  thing  that  may  encumber  us  in  the 
fervice  of  our  Mafter;  Let  your  loins  be 
girded  about.  To  the  fame  purpofe  the 
Apoflle  Peter  exhorts  us,  i  Peter  i.  13. 
*'  Wherefore  gird  up  the  loins  of  your 
"  mind,  be  fober,  and  hope  to  the  end, 
"  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto 
"  you  at  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift.'* 
The  New  Teftament  abounds  with  many 
exhortations  of  the  fame  kind ;  which  will 
appear  to  have  a  peculiar  propriety,  if  wd 
confider  thofe  figurative  reprefentations  of 
our  work  to  which  they  are  applied.  It 
is  called  a  race^  a  Jirife^  a  warfare :  we 
mufl:  run,  and  wreftle,  and  fight ;  and 
therefore  have  need  of  all  our  flrength 
and  atfllvity.  Long  garments  are  for  or- 
nament. 
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nament,  but  not  for  ufe:  tliefe  muft  be 
gathered  up,  or  laid  afide,  when  a  man 
addrelTes  himfelf  to  any  laborious  bufmefs. 
Now  fuch  is  the  nature  of  our  Chriftian 
work:  "  The  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffer- 
"  eth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by 
"  force  :"  We  mufl  do  more  than  feek 
admittance ;  we  muft  ^^  Jlrive  to  enter  in 
"  at  the  flrait  gate ;  for  many  fhall  feek 
"  to  enter  in,  and  fhall  not  be  able." 
Think  of  this,  my  brethren ;  ponder  the 
difficulties  in  your  warfare ;  view  the 
greatnefs  of  your  work;  conhder  the  num- 
ber and  flrength  of  your  enemies  ;  look 
through  that  large  fyftem  of  duties  you 
liave  to  perform ;  and  then  you  mufl  be 
convinced,  that  the  mod  vigorous  exer- 
tion of  every  active  power  is  no  more  than 
needful  in  fuch  circumftances  as  ours. 
We  mull  therefore,  I  fay,  labour  to  get 
rid  of  every  encumbrance,  and  to  be 
always  in  a  poflure  for  adive  fervice.  I 
need  not  tell  you  what  thefe  encumbrances 
are.  In  general,  whatever  unfits  us  for 
duty,  that  mud  be  laid  afide.  More  par- 
ticularly, an  earthly  mind,  pride  of  heart, 

and 
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and  ihe  love  of  fcnfual  pleafures,  are  direc 
great   enemies    to    holy    diligence    in    the 
work  of  the  Lord.     Whilll  our  affedions 
lie  thus   low,   it   is   impoflible   w^e  can  do 
any  thing  to  purpofe ;  nay,  if  this  be  their 
prevailing  bent,  we  Ihall  a(5l  in  diredl  op- 
poiition  to   the  laws   of  our  INIafter.      In 
Ihort,  our   firil:   care  lliould  be  to  corredl 
that  diforder  wdiich  is  within  us  ;  to  get 
our  hearts  purified  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
and  raifed  above  the  profits,  and  pleafures, 
and  honours,  of  this  vain  world:  for  "  out  of 
"  the  heart  are  the  ifTues  of  life ;"  and  fuch 
as  our  affccSlions  are,  fuch  will   the  courfe 

of  our  actions  be. But  it  is  not  enough 

to  have  our  lo'nis  thus  girded  about ^  wc  mufl 
alfo,  in  the 

id  place,    Have   our  lights   burning. 

This  may  import  tlie  care  we  fhould  be- 
flow,  to  have  oar  minds  furniflied  with 
the  knowlege  of  our  duty ;  for  as  fer- 
'vants  cannot  work  to  any  purpofe  in  the 
dark,  fo  neither  can  we  be  good  and  fruit- 
ful Chriftians,  without  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  that  divine  law  which  is  the  onlv 
infallible  rule  of  our  conduct.     If  we  lliall 

take 
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take  this  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  words, 
they  no  doubt  teach  us  a  mod  important 
and  neceflary  lefTon ;  namely,  That  we 
fhould  carefully  fearch  the  facred  Scriptures, 
and,  with  a  fincere  and  humble  temper  of 
mind,  labour  to  know  what  is  "  the  good, 
"  and  acceptable,  and  perfedl  will  of  our 
"  God." 

But  I  rather  incline  to  underftand  this 
expreffion,  as  importing  the  lively  and 
conflant  exercife  of  all  our  Chriflian  graces. 
This  indeed  is  the  befl  preparation  for  our 

Lord's  return. To  have  our  repentance 

mourning  over  our  pafl  fins,  and  keeping 
the  heart  humble  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt ; 
— our  faith  applying  the  blood  of  Chrift 
for  pardon,  and  deriving  at  the  fame 
time  ftrength  from  above  for  vanquifliing 
our  lufts,  that  "  fm  may  no  more  have  do- 
"  minion  over  us;" — our  love  embracing  an 
unfeen  Saviour,  and  extending  to  all  his 
members  ; — our  hope  cafting  anchor  with- 
in the  vail,  and  keeping  the  foul  fixed  and 
fleady,  amidft  all  the  revolutions  of  this 
changing  world  ; — our  patience  triumph- 
ing over  fufferings;  our  meeknefs  pafling 

by 
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by   injuries,  bkmng  and  doing  good  to 
our  moft  inveterate  enemies ;— and,  by  the 
happy  influence  of  all  thefe,  the  light  of 
our  external  condud  adorning  our  profef- 
fion,  and   engaging  others  to  glorify  our 
heavenly  Father:— This  is  to  have  our  lights 
burning  indeed:  this  will  make  us  ready  to 
meet  our  Lord.     We  Ihall  not  be  back- 
ward to  open  at  his  call,  when  all  is   thus 
cleanfed  and  in  good  order  within.— And 
this  is  the  preparation  we  ought  chiefly  to 
ftudy. — Our   readinefs    to    work   will  not 
avail  us  by  itfelf ;  we  muft  be  doing,  our 
work  muft  be  advancing :  for  in  vain  do 
we  trim  the  lamp,  if  it  do  not  fliine  and 
give  light ;  in  vain  are  our  loins  girded  about, 
if  we  have  nothing  to  do,  or  negled  our 

bufmefs. Further,  in  the 

3^  place.  We  are  here  direded  to  be 
conftantly  on  our  guard,  and  to  keep  a 
ftricl  and  careful  ^atch  till  our  Mafter  re- 


turn. 


Watchfulnefs  is  frequently  in  Scripture 
oppofed  to  ileep:  and  that  even  the  befl: 
Chriftians  have  need  of  this  caution,  we 
may  learn  from  our  Saviour's   parable  ot 

the 
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the  ten  virgins  ;  where  it  is  faid,  [Mattb. 
XXV.  5.),  that  "  v\^hile  the  bridegroom  tar- 
"  ried,  they  alW  that  is,  the  wife  as  well 
as  the  foolifh,  "  llurnbered  and  llcpt." 
Carnal  and  unregenerated  finners  are  re- 
prefented  in  Scripture  as  being  in  a  (late 
of  death ;  quite  ftupid  and  unfeeling : 
but  even  thofe  who  have  got  a  principle  of 
new  life,  may  fufFer  very  fad  decays ;  an?d 
though  they  do  not  totally  expire,  yet  they 
may  fall  into  that  fleep  which  is  the  image 
of  death. — Though  the  precious  oil  which 
feeds  the  light,  will  not  fufFer  it  to  go  out; 
yet  for  want  of  trimming,  it  may  grow  fo 
dim  and  obfcure,  that  it  fliall  fcarcely  be 
difcernible.  Now,  this,  my  brethren,  is  a 
very  melancholy  Situation  ;  and  it  highly 
concerneth  us  to  guard  againft  it  with  our 
vitmoft  care.  We  read  of  fome  who  loft  their 
iirft  love ;  nay,  Paul  complains  of  the  He- 
brews, that  they  had  loft  even  their  former 
knowledge,  and  had  need  *'  to  be  taught 
*'  again,  which  be  the  fir  ft  principles  of  the 

"-  oracles  of  God." "  The  hand  of  the 

*' diligent   maketh    rich;    and    he    that    is 

"  flothful  is  brother  \o  him  that  is  a  great 

1  "  wafter." 
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"  wafter."  Indeed,  if  holinefs  were  natural 
to  us,  then  it  miglit  abide  with  us,  and  grow 
up  of  its  own  accord,  without  any  care  on 
our  part :  but  as  it  is  of  a  foreign  extrac- 
tion, and  as  our  hearts  are  choaked  up 
with  noxious  weeds,  this  precious  feed 
muft  be  watched  over,  and  carefully  tend- 
ed, otherwife  it  will  ftarve  and  decay. 
The  lleeping  Chriftian  cannot  thrive ;  and 
if  he  be  furprifed  in  that  condition,  when 
his  Mailer  calls,  how  great  Iball  his  dif- 
order  be !  We  fhould  therefore  beware  of 
flothfulnefs ;  we  have  ilill  work  to  do, 
and  God  hath  not  allowed  us  one  moment 

more  than  is   needful. Let  us  then 

awake  to  our  bufinefs ;  let  us  never  think 
we  have  finifhed  our  talk  fo  long  as  there 
is  any  part  of  the  day  to  run  ;  but  let  us 
imitate  the  great  ApoRle  of  the  Gentiles, 
who,  notvvithftanding  his  high  attain- 
ments in  religion,  yet  "  did  not  think  he 
"  had  already  obtained,  either  was  al- 
"  ready  perfccl ;  but,  forgetting  the  things 
*'  which  Were  behind,  and  reaching  forth 
*'  unto  tliofe  things  which  were  before, 
*'  he  preifcd    towards    the   mark,   for   the 

*'  prize 
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"  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrlfl 
''  Jefus." 

But  we  may  confider  wafcbfulnefi  in  an- 
other light ;  namely,  as  a  duty  arifing 
from  our  prefent  circumftances  of  danger. 

And  in  this  view  the  neceffity  of  it 

will  appear  unfpeakably  great :  for  though 
we  could  acquire  fuch  a  flock  of  graces, 
that  we  needed  not  make  any  further  ad- 
dition to  them ;  nay,  though  we  might 
even  lie  down  and  fleep,  without  any  ap- 
prehenfion  of  their  decay  ;  yet  if  we  be 
in  danger  from  without,  if  thieves  may 
break  through  and  ileal  our  treafure,  then 
of  neceflity  we  mud  be  conftantly  on  our 
guard:   nor  is  it  wife  in  us  to  drop  our 

watch  for  one  moment. And  who  can 

doubt  that  this  is  our  fituation  ?  *'  Watch 
*'  and  pray,'*  faid  our  Saviour,  "  that  ye 
"  enter  not  into  temptation.'*  So  great  is 
our  danger,  that  our  own  vigilance  is  not 
fufficient  to  fecure  us  ;  we  muft  call  in 
foreign  afliftance,  we  mull  implore  the  di- 
vine aid ;  for  "  unlefs  an  almighty  guar- 
"  dian  keep  the  city,  the  watchman  wa- 

"  keth  in  vain." Yea,  when  Satan  de- 

iired 
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fired  to  have  Peter,  that  he  might  "  fift 
*'  him  as  wheat,"  our  Saviour  himfelf, 
who  had  encountered  this  enemy,  and 
knew  his  flrength,  prayed  for  his  zealous 
difciple,  that  his  faith  might  not  fail. 
And  if  both  ivatchfulnefs  and  prayer  be 
necefTary  for  our  defence,  alas !  what  fliall 
become  of  thofe  who  negledl  both  ?  One 
compares  the  gracious  foul  to  a  fliip  richly 
laden ;  which  is  the  greater  temptation  to 
pirates  upon  that  very  account.  I  fay  not 
this  to  difcourage  the  fincere  Chriflian ; 
for  greater  i^  he  that  is  with  you  than  all 
that  can  be  againfl  you  :  but  methinks  it 
fhould  excite  you  to  double  your  watph- 
fulnefs.  If  you  have  profited  by  the  means 
of  grace ; — if  your  treafure  is  increafed ; 
— inftead  of  growing  fecure,  you  Iliould 
be  the  more  humble  and  watchful  upon 
that  very  account: — for  needful  is  that 
caution,  "  Let  him  that  thinketh  he  ftand- 
"  eth,  take  heed  left  he  fall."  Once  more, 
in  the 

j^th  place,  Our  Saviour  here  direcfls  us 
to  confider  ourfelves  as  fellow-fervants  and 
members  of  his  family ;  and  in  this  view, 

Vol.  I.  Y  ano- 
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another  part  of  our  preparation  for  his  co- 
ming, mufl  he  in  the  performance  of  the 
ckities  we  owe  to  each  other,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  duties  which  more  immediately  refpeifl 
himfelf.  This  is  more  clearly  pointed  out 
to  us  in  the  45  th  and  46th  verfes  of  this 
chapter,  where  we  find  a  fearful  threaten- 
ing denounced  againtt  thofe  who  negledl 
this  mutual  relation:  "  But  and  if  that  fer- 
*'  vant  fay  in  his  heart,  My  lord  delayeth 
"  his  coming ;  and  fliall  begin  to  beat  the 
"  men-fervants,  and  maidens,  and  to  eat- 
"  and  drink,  and  to  be  drunken  :  the  lord 
"  of  that  fervanc  will  come  in  a  day  when 
"  he  looketh  not  for  him,  and  at  an  hour 
"  when  he  is  not  aware,  and  will  cut  him 
"  in  funder,  and  will  appoint  him  his  por- 
"  tion  with  the  unbelievers.'*  It  appears 
from  this  pafFage,  that  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  focial  duties,  has  a  higher  rank  in  reli- 
gion than  many  feem  to  apprehend.  It  is 
not  indeed  the  whole  of  religion  ;  neither 
can  it  be  called  the  moft  efTential  part  of  it; 
for  no  doubt  the  duties  of  the  higheft  clafs 
are  thofe  which  belong  to  the  firfl:  table  of 
the  law,  and  arife  from  our  firfl  and  moft 

lafting 
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lailing  relation.  We  were  the  fubjccls  of 
God  before  we  became  members  of  luui"»aa 
focietv;  and  if  we  prove  unfaithful  to  God, 
it  cannot  furely  give  him  any  pleafure  to 
behold  confederated  rebels  living  in  the 
moft  perfcdl  agreement  among  themfelves  ; 
{o  that  a  man  may,  in  leveral  refpects, 
prove  an  agreeable,  perhaps  an  ufeful, 
member  of  fociety,  and  after  all,  be  con- 
demned for  his  ingratitude  to  God,  and  re- 
bellion againit  his  Maker.  Neverthelefs,  the 
difcharge  of  thofe  duties  which  we  owe  to 
one  another,  is  of  fuch  importance  in  reli- 
gion, that  I  can  warrantably  affirm,  no  man 
fhall  befavedwho  tranfgrefl'es  them,  or  even 
who  wilfully  and  habitually  negledls  them. 

■< It  is  not  to  be  expe(5led,  nor  indeed  is 

it  neceflary,  that  I  fhould  give  you  a  detail 
of  thefe:  they  are  univerlliUy  better  under- 
flood  than  they  are  pra(5lifed.  Our  duty 
here  extends  to  all  the  different  expreffions 
of  righteoufnefs  and  love;  and  the  rule  is  ^ 
both  (hort  and  plain  :  ^/l  things  whatjoever 
ye  ivoidd  that  men  Jlooiild  do  unto  you^  do  ye 
even  fo  to  them.  The  beft  offices  are  thofe 
which  promote  our  neighbour's  fpiritual 
Y  2  and 
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and  eternal  interefl;  and  therefore  religious 
inftru6llon,  friendly  advice,  and  feafonable 
reproof,  cannot  be  dilpenfed  with.  What- 
ever tends  to  difcourage  vice,  or  to  promote 
the  interefts  of  religion  and  virtue,  is  flridly 
incumbent  upon  us,  according  to  the  pov^cr 
and  authority  which  our  ftatiori  gives  us  j 
and  therefore  he  is  but  half  a  magiftratc, 
and  a  poor  half  too,  who  refents  only  the 
injury  that  is  done  to  men,  and  overlooks 
thofe  horrid  inftances  of  impiety  againft 
God,  which  the  good  laws  of  ovu'  land  au- 
thor! fe  him  to  puniili.  In  fliort,  whatever 
be  our  condition  in  life,  there  are  certain 
duties  belonging  to  it  which  we  muft  per- 
form :  and  I  Ihall  only  add,  that  as  the  ob- 
ligation is  mutual,  both  parties  are  equally, 
bound,  and  neither  can  with-hold  from  the 
other  v/hat  is  due,  without  an  injury  :  nor 
is  the  fuperior  lefs  ilridlly  bound  to  thofe 
who  are  below  him,  than  the  inferior  to 
thofe  who  are  above  him ;  and  they  who 
poiTefs  the  highefl  ftations  are  equally  ob- 
liged with  the  meaneft  of  their  brethren,  to 
"  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly,  in  the 
"  world,"  and  to  promote  the  glory  of  God, 

and 


SERMON      XIII. 


341 


and  the  welfare  of  human  foclety,  by  the 
faithful  and  confclentious  ufe  of  all  thofe 
talents  which  God  hath  put  into  their  hands ; 
and  if  they  do  otherwife,  they  fliall  be  con- 
demned and  punlflied  by  their  Mailer  and 
Judge,  when  he  cometh  again. 

After  this  manner  are  we  taught  to  make 
ready  for  our  Lord's  return. 

We  mufl  lay  afide  every  thing  that  may 
encumber  us  in  his  fervice; — we  mud  la- 
bour to  know  our  Mailer's  will,  and  to 
< 

keep  all  our  graces  in  lively  and  vigorous 
exercife  ; — particularly  we  fhould  guard 
againit  flothfulnefs  and  fecurity,  and,  from 
a  fenfe  of  our  danger,  keep  a  Uriel  and  ha- 
bitual watch  againit  the  enemies  of  our 
fouls  ; — at  the  fame  time  regarding  each 
other  as  fellow- fervants,  and  faithfully  per- 
forming thofe  focial  duties  which  belong 
to  our  feveral  Ilations  and  relations.  To 
all  which  I  might  further  add,  that  we  Ihould 
earnellly  look  out  for  our  Mailer's  coming, 
and  long  for  his  fecond  and  glorious  ap- 
pearance, when  we,  and  all  his  faithful  fer- 
vants, fhall  be  admitted  into  his  immediate 
prefence,  and  be  enabled  to  ferve  him  with- 
Y  3  out 
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out  any  mixture  of  fin,  in  another  and  a 
better  world  than  this. 

I  come  now  to  exhort  you  to  the  pra6lice 
of  thefe  duties ;  for  which  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing motives  and  arguments. 

ly?,  then,  One  great  argument  for  the 
preparation  here  recommended,  may  be 
drawn  from  the  certainty  of  our  Lord's  re- 
turn. This  is  afTerted  in  fo  many  paffages 
of  Scripture,  that  there  is  no  room  left  us 
to  doubt  of  it.  The  prefent  mixt  ftate  of 
things,  renders  a  future  judgment  not  only 
probable  to  reafon,  but  almofl  certain  and 
necelTary  ;  and  the  Apoftle  Paul,  in  the  8th 
chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  de- 
rives a  very  ingenious,  but  fubflantial,  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  this  docflrine,  from  the 
prefent  burdened  ftate  and  weary  face  of 
the  creatures  :  nor  can  any  who  profefTeth 
Chriftianity  pretend  to  queilion  it. — Should 
not  this  then  oblige  us  to  make  ready- for 
it  ?  With  thefe  very  eyes  fhall  we  fee  our 
Redeemer ;  and  how  fliall  we  look  him  in 
the  face,  if  we  have  been  unfaithful  during 
his   abfence,    and   lived  at  random,   as  if 

none 
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none  had  power  over  us  ?  Nay,  methinks 
this  very  confideration,  ihat  he  is  now  re- 
moved from  us,  fliould  work  upon  our  in- 
genuity, and  excite  us  to  the  utmoft  care 
and  dihgence  in  his  fervice.  Every  one 
will  be  doing  while  he  fees  the  mafter  pre- 
fent :  the  teft  of  fidelity  is,  to  mind  the 
mafter's  intereft  when  he  is  at  a  diftance; 
efpecially  the  intereft  of  fuch  a  Mafter,  who 
hath  bought  us  from  the  moil  deplorable 
flavery  with  his  own  precious  blood,  and 
reqviires  nothing  at  our  hand,  Imt  what 
tends  to  make  us  h^ppy  here,  and  to  fit  us 
for  eternal  glory  hereafter. 

2dl}\  The  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  his 
coming,  fliould  excite  us  to  be  always  bufy 
at  our  work,  and  in  a  fit  pofture  to  receive 
him.  This  argument  is  much  infifted  up- 
on by  our  Saviour.  He  often  compares  his 
coming  to  that  of  a  thief  in  the  night,  who 
rtudies  fecrecy,  and  will  not  give  any  pre- 
vious notice  ;  and  this  feem.s  to  be  the 
iTieaning  of  that  allufion  in  the  36th  verfe, 
where  he  likens  himfelf  to  one  who  is  at- 
tending a  marriage-folemnity ;  becaufe,  on 
fuch  occafions,  people  are  not  ufually  ma- 

Y  4  fters 
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fters  of  their  own  time,  which  renders  the 
feafon  of  their  return  to  their  own  houfes 
more  uncertain.  And  if  this  be  the  cafe, 
can  there  be  a  more  powerful  motive  to  an 
habitual  preparation  ? — '*  Behold,  I  come  as 
"  a  thief,"  fays  our  Saviour,  in  the  book 

of  the  Revelation. "  Ble^ed  is  he  that 

"  watcheth,  and  keepeth  his  garments,  left 
"  he  walk  naked,  and  they  fee  his  fhame." 
Doft  thou  not  know,  O  man,  but  that  to- 
morrov^  thy  mafter  may  come  to  thee  ;  or, 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  may  call  thee  to 
him  ?  and  wilt  thou  not  be  bufy  ?  Show  us 
thy  fecurity  for  one  day,  and  then  claim 
that  day  as  thine  own ;  but  if  thou  canft 
not,  how  mad  art  thou  to  negle6l  thy  bu- 
finefs,  or  to  leave  any  taflc  unfinifhed, 
whilft  it  is  in  'the  power  of  thy  hands  to 

do  it? Efpecially  if  it  be  confidered,  in 

the. 

3^  place.  That  when  thy  Mafter  returns, 

thy  working-time  is  over. What  is  then 

■unfinilhed,  muft  remain  fo  for  ever.  He 
comes  to  judge  thee  according  to  what  thou 
haft  done,  and  not  to  call  thee  to  perfedl 
thy  unfinifaed  labours.    This,  my  brethren, 

is 


SERMON      XIII.        345 

jis  a  mod  awful  confideration ;  we  are  now 
fowing  the  feed  for  eternity,  and  what  we 
fow,  that  lliall  we  reap.  Our  Mailer's  or- 
der is,  Occupy  till  I  come :  that  is  the  term  ; 
and  we  can  neither  get  it  protracted  nor 
renewed  ;  and  if  we  be  found  unfaith- 
ful, dreadful  fliall  our  punifliment  be  ;  and 
the  more  dreadful  upon  this  account,  that 
it  fhall  be  perpetual,  without  abatement, 
and  without  end.  But  as  I  would  rather 
choofe  to  allure  than  frighten  you  to  your 
duty,  I  fhall  reprefent  to  you,  as  a 

/^b  motive  to  a  diligent  preparation  for 

your    Mafter's    coming. The    glorious 

advancement,  and  bleffed  reward,  of  the 
watchful  fervants,  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  laft  part  of  my  text:  Verily^  ^ fij  ^^^^^^ 
yor^.  It  is  introduced  with  a  ftrong  afl'eve- 
ration,  to  denote  the  abfolute  certainty  of 
the  thing  :  and,  O,  how  condefcending  is 
that  which  follows  !  He  JJjall  gird  himfdf^ 
and  make  them  to  fit  doivn  to  meat^  and  will 
come  forth  and  fer've  them.  Surely  this  is  a 
reward,  not  of  debt,  but  of  grace;  for  how 
can  the  mod  perfedl  obedience  merit  any 

thing  like  this  ? Thofe  faithful  fervants 

fliall 
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fhall  be  advanced  to  an  honour,  which, 
were  it  not  promifed,  they  could  not  law- 
fully hope  for. — They  fhall  be  entertained 
by  their  Mafler  at  his  own  table ; — there 
fhall  they  feaft  without  any  to  difturb  them. 
Here,  indeed,  whilft  we  are  at  our  work, 
we  obtain  fome  fortafles  of  this  heavenly 
banquet ;  but  how  foon  is  the  table  drawn ! 

But  it  fhall  not  be  fo  in  heaven. Here 

we  mud  eat,  as  the  Jews  did  their  pafTover, 
"  in  hafle,  with  our  loins  girded,  our  flioes 
"  on  our  feet,  and  our  ftafF  in  our  hand." 

But  in  heaven  we  fliall  fit  down  with 

Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  with  all 
our  dear  fellovz-fervants,  never  more  to  rife 
again.     O  blefTed  reft!  O  glorious  fociety  ! 

O  delightful  entertainment ! But  what 

can  thefe  words  mean,  He  Jlo all  gird  himfelf^ 

and  come  forth  a?id  ftwe  them  ? Surely 

this  cannot  be  literally  fulfilled :  yet  it  muft 
have  a  refemblance  to  fomething  that  is 
real,  otherwife  it  would  not  have  been 
mentioned. 

Thus  much  we  know,  that  on  that  day 
Chrift  fliallbeftow  fome  extraordinary  marks 
of  refpedl  upon  his  fervants,  which  "  our 


"  ears 
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"  ears  have  not  yet  heard,  neither  can  our 
*'  hearts  conceive." 

If  "  there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  fin- 
"  ner  that  repenteth,"  though  he  is  then 
only  beginning  his  warfare,  and  has  many 
a  weary  and  painful  ftep  before  him;  if  the 
prodigal  is  ih  kindly  embraced  upon  his  firft 
return  from  feeding  fwine,  and  gets  "  the 
"  w^edding-ring  on  his  finger,  and  the  bed 
*'  robe  put  on  him;"  v^rhat  fliall  be  the 
faint's  honour  in  that  day  of  the  "  mani- 
"  fellation  of  the  fons  of  God!" 

"  If  any  man  ferve  me,"  faith  Chrift, 
"  let  him  follow  me;  and  where  I  am,  there 
"  lliall  my  fervant  be.  If  any  man  ferve 
*'  me,  him  will  my  Father  honour." — But 
thefe  matters  are  too  high  for  us ;  the  glories 
of  the  upper  world  are  far  beyond  our  fight. 

Yet  furely  rhofe  difcovcries  which  have 

been  imparted  to  us,  are  fufhcicnt  to  invite 
our  thoughts  frequently  thither  ;  and  efpe- 
cially  to  excite  us  to  the  mod  diligent  pre- 
paration for  our  Lord's  return,  "  who  is 
"  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place  for  us,  and 
"  who  fliall  certainly  come  again,  and  re- 

"  ccive 
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*'  ceive  us  unto  hlmfelf,  that  where  he  is, 
"  there  we  may  be  alfo." 

Well,  then,  my  dear  fellow-fervants,  Let 
our  loins  be  girded  about ^  and  our  lights  always 
burning ;  ere  long  our  work  fhall  be  at  an 
end,  and  this  glorious  eternal  reward  fhall 
begin.  "  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well- 
"  doing ;  for  in  due  feafon  we  Ihall  reap,  if 
"  we  faint  not."  Above  all,  let  us  guard 
againft  fecurity  and  felf- confidence ;  let  us 
join  prayer  with  our  watching,  depending 
upon  him  who  hath  faid,  "  My  grace  is 

*'  fufficient  for  thee." To  whom,  with 

the  Father,  and  the  ever-blefTed  Spirit,  one 
God,  be  glory  and  honour,  dominion  and 
power,  for  evermore.     Amen, 


S  E  R- 
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I  Corinthians  ix.  24. 
So  run  that  ye  moy  obtain. 


IN  thefe  words,  the  Chriftian  life  is  com- 
pared to  a  race,  and  the  difciples  of  Jefus 
are  warmly  exhorted  to  prefs  forward  in 
their  way  to  heaven,  till  they  obtain  the 
glorious  prize  for  which  they  contend. 

I  fhall  therefore  make  it  my  buiinefs,  in 
the  following  difcourfe, 

Firjl^  To  give  you  a  general  account  of 
the  race  we  have  to  run ;  and. 

Secondly^  To  illuflrate  the  fitnefs  and  pro- 
priety of  this  fimilitude. After  which, 

in  the 

Third  place,  I  Ihall  prefs  the  exhortation 
by  fome  motives  and  arguments. 

I  need  not  fpend  much  time  upon  the 
fir  ft  of  thefe  particulars.  In  general,  the 
race  we  have  to  run,  comprehends  the 
whole  of  that  duty  w^e  owe  to  God ;  name- 
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ly,  obedience  to  his  laws,  and  fubmiffioii 
to  his  providence;  doing  what  he  com- 
mands, and  patiently  enduring  whatever 
he  is  pleafed  to  appoint.  The  charge 
which  our  great  Mailer  hath  given  us,  is 
exprefled  in  thefe  words  :  Occupy  till  I  come. 
All  the  gifts  of  nature,  of  providence,  and 
of  grace,  are  talents  put  into  our  hands ; 
which  mud  not  only  be  carefully  kept, 
but  diligently  improved,  for  his  glory, 
and  our  own  fpiritual  advantage;  other- 
wife  we  (hall  be  condemned,  not  only  as 
flothful,  but  as  wicked  fervants,  and  pu- 
nifhed  accordingly.  To  him  that  know- 
"  eth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not,"  faith 
the  Apoftle  James,  "  to  him  it  is  fin."  Ir 
is  not  fuiEcient,  barely  "  to  deny  ungod- 
"  linefs  and  worldly  lufts;"  the  grace  of 
God  doth  further  teach  us,  "  to  live  fober- 
"  ly,  righteoufly,  and  godly,  in  the  world ;" 
adding  one  Chriflian  grace  to  another, 
abounding  more  and  more  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord,   till  we  have  perfeded  holinefs 

in  the  fear  of  God. Thus   extenfive  is 

the  divine  law,  reaching  to  every  part  of 
our  conduct,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places 

and 
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and  clrcnmftances.  Where-ever  we  are, 
it  fpeaks  to  us  ;  and  if  our  ears  are  open, 
we  may  continually  hear  its  voice  behind 
us,  faying,  Lo !  "  this  is  the  way,  walk  ye 

in  It. 

But  the  Chriflian  life  includes  in  it  fome- 
thing  more  than  the  mere  performance  of 
duty;   the  crofs  lies  in  our  way,  and  we 
fhall  never  get  to  the  end  of  the  race,  un- 
lefs  we  take  ix  up,  and,  with  meeknefs  and 
patience,  carry  it  along  with  us. — It  muft 
be  owned,   indeed,  that  this,    at  the  lirfl 
fight,  hath  rather  the  look  of  a  clog  or  en- 
cumbrance; and  the  Chriflian,  while  un- 
der the  crofs,  is  very  apt  to  think  fo:  he 
feels  his   burden,  and,  in  his  own  appre- 
henfion,  moves  fo  heavily,  that  he  is  afraid 
he  fhall  never  get  to  the  end  of  his  jour- 
ney ;    which    frequently    inclines    him    to 
wiih,    that   the    load   were   removed,    and 
fome  eafier  piece  of  fervice   afligned  him. 
But  this  in  reality  is  a  miltake :   the  crofs 
is  far  from  being  a  hindrance  in  our  way 
to  heaven ;    for  though  a  heavy   material 
}oad  oppreffes  the  boaly,  yet  in  the  fpiri- 
tual  race  it  often  happens,  that  the  bur- 
dened 
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dened  foul  makes  both  the  fwiftefl  and  the 
fureft  progrefs.  "  Tribulation  worketh 
"  patience,   and   patience   experience,    and 

"  experience  hope." The  crofs  may  be 

called  a  tree  both  of  knowledge  and  of 
life:  the  fruit  it  bears  hath  no  deadly  qua- 
lity; on  the  contrary,  it  gives  both  light 
and  health  ;  it  opens  our  eyes  to  fee  the 
good  we  ought  to  choofe,  and  the  evil  we 
ought  to  fhun ;  and  is  often  made  effec- 
tual, by  the  blefling  of  God,  to  purge 
away  thofe  fatal  dlftempers  which  fin  hath 
brought  into  our  frame,  to  beget  in  us  a 
loathing  of  every  thing  that  is  evil,  and 
more  ardent  defires  after  higher  meafures 
of  that  holinefs,  which  is  at  once  the  or- 
nament and  the  happinefs  of  our  nature. — 
The  crofs  doth  not  enfeeble  us  though  we 
erroneoully  may  think  fo;  it  only  makes  us 
fenfible  of  our  weaknefs,  that  we  may  de- 
pend upon  him  who  is  "  the  Lord  our 
"  ftrength;"  and  inftead  of  crufhing  us 
with  its  own  weight,  obligeth  us  to  quit 
our  hold  of  thofe  real  incumbrances,  which 
mar  our  progrefs,  and  hinders  us  to  "  run 
"  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us." 

I  Thus 
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Thus  I  have  given  you  a  general  view 
of  the  race  we  have  to  run.  It  compre- 
hends obedience  to  the  laws  of  God,  and 
fubmiffion  to  his  difcipline ;  doing  what 
he    commands,    and    patiently    enduring 

whatever  he  is  pleafed  to  inflid. 1  am 

now,  in  the 

Second  place.  To  illuftrate  the  fitnefs  and 
propriety  of  this  fimiUtude ;  and  to  fhow, 
that  the  Chriftian  life  doth  very  much  re- 
femble  a  racie  in  feveral  important  refpe6ls. 

Thus,  for  example, — one  in  running  a 
race  muft  ftridlly  obferve  the  courfe  that 
is  marked  out  to  him:  he  is  not  at  liberty 
to  choofe  his  own  ground,  but  mufl:  con- 
fine himfelf  to  that  which  the  judges  have 
agreed  upon;  otherwife  let  him  run  ever 
fo  faft,  he  can  acquire  no  right  or  title  to 

the  prize. Now  here   the  refemblance 

is  more  exa(ft.  There  is  a  certain  limited 
way  in  which  the  Chriftian  mud  run, 
emphatically  called  the  ivay  of  God's  com- 
mandments. This  we  mufl  keep  with  the 
utmoft  'precifion,  "  neither  turning  afide 
"  to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the  left." 
Mere  acftivity  will  not   avail  us:   we  may 

Vol.  I.  Z  be 
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be  very  keen  and  bufy ;  but  if  we  are  not 
bufy  according  to  rule,  we  only  lofe  our 
labour :  God  can  never  accept  it  as  fer- 
vice  done  to  him.  It  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  that  we  be  always  in  a  readinefs  to 
anfwer  that  queffcion,    "  Who  hath  requi- 

*'  red  this  at  your  hand  ?" Nothing  is 

left  to  our  own  humour  or  fancy :  "  The 
"  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfedl ;"  and  it  is 
equally  difhonoured  w^hen  we  pretend  to 
add  to  it,  as  when  we  take  from  it.  Ar- 
bitrary rules  of  flricftnefs,  for  which  we 
have  no  warrant  in  the  word  of  God,  are 
dangerous  things,  and  feldom  fail  in  the 
iflue  to  fupplant  that  religion  which  is  fo- 
lid  and  faving.  By  this  officious  over- 
doing, the  church  of  Rome  grew  up  by 
degrees  into  that  monfter  which  it  is  now 
become ;  for  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that 
all  thofe  childifli  fuperftitions,  which  have 
long  been  advanced  above  the  laws  of 
God,  were  firft  introduced,  many  of  them 
with  a  real  defign,  and  all  of  them  under 
the  fpecious  pretext,  of  giving  aid  to  the 
divine  law,  and  facilitating  the  obfervance 
of  it. 1  am  very  fenfible,  that  the  hu- 
mour 
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mour  of  the  prefcnt  age  doth  not  run  this 
way :  few  need  a  caution  againfl  being 
"  righteous  over-much."  Neverthelefs,  as 
fome  ferious  well-meaning  people  may  be 
in  danger  of  making  fnares  for  their  own 
confciences,  by  laying  down  rules  of  con- 
duct which  are  not  warranted  by  the  word 
of  God,  I  am  hopeful  that  this  hint  may 
not  be  altogether  unufeful.  Let  the  Holy 
Scriptures  be  your  conftant  ftudy ;  and 
what  thefe  enjoin,  obferve  with  all  the  care 
and  accuracy  you  are  capable  of.  Let  this 
be  your  bufinefs,  to  find  out  the  duty  of 
every  feafon ;  and  when  you  have  found  it, 
then  do  and  fpare  not. — Thus  fliall  you  run 
lawfully  ;  and  every  ftcp  you  make  fliall 
be  an  advance  towards  the  prize. 

Again;  as  running  a  race  is  a  fwift  and 
conftant  progreffion,  fo  ought  the  life  of  a 
Chriftian  to  be.  "  Whatever  our  hands 
"  find  to  do,  we  muft  do  it  with  all  our 
"  might."  And  we  need  never  go  far  off 
to  find  work;  there  is  enough  on  every  fide 

of  us  to  keep  us  conftantly  employed. 

Let  us  not  then  be  llothful  in  bufinefs,  but 

"  fervent  in  fpirit,   ferving  the  Lord." 

Z  2  "  Let 
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"  Let  us  never  think  we  have  already  attain- 
"  ed,  either  are  already  perfedl ;  but  for- 
"  getting  the  things  which  are  behind,  and 
"  reaching  forth  to  thofe  things  which  are 
"  before,  let  us  prefs  toward  the  mark,  for 
''  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in 
"  Chrifl  Jefus."— "  The  path  of  the  juft  is 
**  as   the  fliining  light,  that  fhineth  more 

"  and  more  unto  the  perfedl  day." Oar 

prefent  attainments,  inflead  of  a  refting- 
place,  fliould  only  ferve  as  a  fcafFolding  to 
raife  us  up  higher  ;  and  the  nearer  we  ad^ 
vance  to  the  prize,  the  more  quick  and  ac- 
celerated fhould  our  motion  be.  Which 
leads  me  to  mention  another  remarkable 
property  in  which  the  Chrillian  life  refem- 
bles  a  race  ;   namely, 

That  there  is  no  gaining  the  prize  unlefs 
we  hold  out  to  the  end.^ It  fignifies  no- 
thing to  flart  brilkly,  and  to  run  faft  a 
great  part  of  the  way ;  the  whole  ground, 
you  know,,  muftbe  paffed  over,  other  wife  the 
perfon  is  reputed  not  to  have  run  at  all. — 
So  it  is  in  the  Chriftian  race.  The  tempo- 
rary profelTion,  or  pra(5lice  of  religion,  will 
not  avail  vis  ;  we  muft  perfcverc  to  the  laft; 

for 
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'for  it  is  only  he  who  cndureth  to  tlie  end 
that  (hall  be  faved  :  "  To  him  that  over- 
"  Cometh,"  faid  our  blefled  Lord,  "  will  I 
"  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even 
**  as  I  alfo  overcame,  and  am  let  down  with 
"  my  Father  in  his  throne."  The  charge,  as 
I  formerly  obferved  to  you,  runs  in  thefe 
words  ;  *•  Occupy  till  1  come  :"  And  the 
promife  exactly  correfponds  to  it ;  *'  Be 
"  thou  faithful  unto  the  death,  and  I  will 
*'  give  thee  a  crown  of  life." 

Thus,  in  all  thefe  particulars,  the  Chri- 
flian  life  may,  with  great  propriety,  be  com- 
pared to  a  race. But  then  it  is  necefTary 

to  obferve,  that  though  the  refemblance  is 
fufEciently  (Irong  to  juilify  the  ufe  of  this 
figurative  reprefentation ;  yet  there  are  fe- 
veral  important  refpedls  in  which  the  Chri- 
ftian  race  doth  widely  dilTer  from  all  others: 
— Such  as, 

I/?,  In  other  races,  though  many  mav 
ilart,  and  hold  out  to  the  end ;  yet  none 
but  the  foremofl  receiveth  the  prize:  Kno-JD 
ye  fiol,  laith  the  Apoille,  in  the  firft  part  of 
the  verfe,  t/j:it  ihcy  uuhich  nm  in  a  racc^  run 
:ali^  b^t  one  receiveth  the  prize;    whereas  it  is 

Z  3  quite 
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quite  otherwife  in  the  Chriflian  race.  There 
may  be  a  great  difparity  among  the  candi- 
dates, but  every  one  who  endureth  to  the 
end  (hall  be  faved. — He  who  is  faithful  over 
a  Uttle,  (hall  be  as  certainly  rewarded,  as 
he  who  is  faithful  over  much ;  each  fliall 
receive  a  crown  as  large  as  he  can  wear: 
Whofoever  doth  faithfully,  is  accounted  by 
the  Judge  to  have  done  well ;  for  we  find 
the  fame  falutation  that  was  addreffed  to  the 
fervant  who  had  improved  the  many  talents, 
addrefled  likewife  to  him  who  had  impro- 
ved the  few:  "  Well  done,"  (though  not  fo 
much  done),  yet  flill  it  is  faid,  "  Well  done, 
*'  thou  good  and  faithful  fervant;  enter  thou 

"  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." Hence, 

idly^  They  who  run  in  the  Chriflian  race 
have  no  envy,  no  jealoufy,  among  them- 
felves;  far  lefs  do  they  moleil  and  hinder 
one  another :  on  the  contrary,  the  (Ironger 
help  forward  the  weaker,  and  give  them  all 
the  afTiftance  and  encouragement  in  their 
power. — Now,  in  ether  races  it  is  not  fo ; 
the  fall  of  one  candidate  gives  joy  to  the  reft; 
but  they  who  run  for  the  heavenly  prize, 
would  carry  all  the  world  along  with  them 

if 
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if  they  could.  As  the  Pfalmift  "  was  glad 
"  when  they  faid  unto  him.  Let  us  go  into 
**  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;"  fo  every  fincere 
candidate  for  immortal  glory,  rejoicetli 
when  he  hears  of  many  travellers  by  the 
way ;  and  is  ready  to  fay  to  every  one  he 
meets,  O  come  and  let  us  go  together  to  the 
Zion  above,  that  city  of  the  great  King, 
where  true  riches  and  honours  are  only  to 
be  found. 

3^//k,  They  who  run  in  other  races  have 
nothing  but  toil  and  labour  till  they  ob.tain 
the  prize;  but  in  the  Chriftian  race,  the  ex- 
ercife  itfelf  carries  part  of  the  reward  in  its 
bofom :  "  Wifdom's  ways  are  ways  of  plea- 
*'  fantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace."" 
Chrift's  yoke  is  eafy,  his  burden  is  light, 
and  his  commandments  are  not  grievous. 
Hear  what  holy  David  fays,  "  Thy  (tatutes 
**  have  been  my  longs  in  the  houfe  of  my 

**  pilgrimage." Sometimes,  indeed,  they 

have  dark  nights  and  ftormy  weather ; 
"  without  are  fightings,  and  within  are 
*'  fears."  But  this  is  not  the  conftant  fare 
of  them  all,  nor  perhaps  of  any  of  them  at 
all  times :  they  have  their  feafons  of  joy  as 
Z  4  well 
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well  as  of  grief;  and  they  have  this  to  com- 
fort them  amid  ft  all  their  troubles,  even  the 
aflurance  that  they  fliall  work  together  for 
their  everlaRing  benefit.  Which  leads  me 
to  mention  a 

^th  diflinguifhing  property  of  the  Chri- 
llian  race ;  namely,  the  certainty  of  gain- 
ing the  prize  at  laft.  Did  the  Chriflian  run 
in  his  own  flrength,  he  might  not  only 
doubt,  but  defpair  of  fuccefs :  but  his 
whole  dependence  is  on  that  almighty  Sa- 
viour, upon  whom  the  Father  hath  laid  his 
help  :  He  goes  up  through  the  wildernefs 
"  leaning  upon  the  beloved  ;"  and  there- 
fore, under  his  felt  weaknefs,  and  when 
every  thing  around  him  wears  the  mofb 
difcouraging  afpe(fl:,he  is  fometimes  enabled 
to  triumph  in  the  language  of  Paul,  and  to 
fay,  as  he  did,  "  I  can  do  all  things  thro' 

*'  Chrift  that   ftrengtheneth  me." Per- 

feverance  is  not  only  the  duty,  but  the 
privilege  of  all  who  let  themfelves  in  good 
earneft  to  run  for  heaven :  and  though  the 
law  of  God  obligeth  them,  and  the  new 
nature  habitually  inclines  them,  "  to  keep 
*'  under  the  bod)^,    and  to  bring  it  into 

"fub- 
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"  fubjedlon;"  yet  they  have  far  better  fecu- 
rity  than  any  efforts  of  their  own.  Omni- 
potence is  their  guardian ;  and  they  are 
"  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith 
"  unto  falvation.'*  Thefe,  my  brethren, 
are  I'ome  of  the  endearing  pecuUarities  of 
the  Chriftian  race:  Let  me  now  exhort  you, 
in  the 

Third  place,  So  to  run  that  you  may  at 
length  obtain, — r— And,  for  this  end,  let  us 
confider, 

ly?,  That  many  eyes  are  upon  us  : — We 
are  furrounded  with  fpedtators,  who  nar- 
rowly obferve  every  part  of  our  behaviour. 

The    holy    angels,    thofe   miniftering 

fpirits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  to  the  heirs 
of  iidvation,  look  on  us  with  a  friendly 
concern  ;  and  as  they  rejoice  at  the  firfl 
converfion  of  a  firmer,  fo  we  may  reafon- 
ably  fuppofe,  that  all  our  ftrayings  from 
the  path  of  life,  are  forrowfully  remarked 
and  lamented  by  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  thofe  malignant  powers  of  darknefs, 
which  conftantly  go  about  *'  feeking  whom 
*'  they  may  devour,"  are  no  Icfs  attentive 

to 
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to  our  condud. — They  too  mark  our  fleps, 
though  from  a  different  principle ;    not  to 
help,  but  to  enfnare  us  ;  not  to  applaud  our 
fidelity  and  diligence,  but  to  find  matter  of 
cenfure  and  accufation  againft  us. — Above 
all,  the  great  and  omnifcient  God  hath  his 
eye  continually  upon  us ;  "  he  compaffeth 
"  our  path,  and  he  is  acquainted  with  all 
"  our  ways." — He  befets  us  behind  and  be- 
fore,  and  fo  holds  us  by  his  right  hand, 
that  we  cannot  fly  from  his  prefence,  nor 
find  any  covering  fo   thick  as  to  hide  us 
from  his  fight.     Think  of  this,  my  bre- 
thren, and  judge  whether  we  have  not  caufe 
to  be  continually  on  our  guard.     We  per- 
form every  action,  not  only  in  the  fight  of 
innumerable  witnefi^es,  but  in  the  prefence 
of  that  glorious  Being,  by  whom  our  final 
doom  {hall  be  pronounced  :  Ought  we  not 
then  to  quit  ourfeives  like  men  ? — There  is 
fomething  in  this  motive  fo  awful,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fo^  animating,  that  I  fhould 
think  I  affronted  your  reafon,  if  I  fpent 
time  in  the  illuflration  of  it.    We  muft  feel 
its  influence  as  foon  as  it  is  named  : — Did 
we  fee  with  our  bodily  eyes  what  we  all 

pro- 
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profefs  to  believe,  we  fliould  not  wait  for 
an  exhortation  to  "  run  the  race  fet  before 
*'  us." 

Confider,    in   the   2^  place,    that  many 
have  already  run  this  race,  who  are"  now 

in  pofTefTion  of  the  glorious  prize. Paul 

exhorted  the  Ghriftians  in  his  day  to  be 
"  followers  of  them,  who  through  faith  and 
*'  patience  inherit  the  promifes."  The  way 
to  heaven  was  not  then  an  untrodden  path ; 
a  great  cloud  of  witnefles  had  pafTed  that 
road  before  the  Apoflle  began  to  write:  and 
we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  vaffc 
multitudes  have  been  following  them  du- 
ring the  feventeen  hundred  years   which 

have  elapfed  fmce  that  time. And  Taall 

not  their  example  encourage  us  to  go  and  do 
likewife?  We  fee  plainly  from  their  fuccefs, 
that  there  are  no  unfurmountable  obftacles 
in  the  way.  The  faints  now  in  heaven 
were  once  in  the  fame  condition  with  our- 
felves  ;  they  were  men  of  like  paflions,  and 
expofed  to  the  fame  temptations.  The  grace 
that  faved  them  is  equally  fufEcient  to  fave 
us ;  and  (glory  to  God)  it  is  as  ready  to  be 

dif- 
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difpenfed  to  us,  if  we  afk  and  feek,  and 
knock  for  if,  as  they  did. 

Where  are  all  thofe  illuflrious  perfons 
recorded  in  Scripture  ? — Where  are  the  pa- 
triarchs, the  prophets,  and  the  apoftles  of 
our  Lord  ? — Where  are  thofe  heroic  fpirits, 
of  whom  we  read  in  the  i  ith  chapter  of  the 
epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  "  who  through  faith 
"  fubdued  kingdoms,  wrought  righteouf- 
"  nefs,  obtained  promifes, flopped  the  mouths 
"  of  Hons,  quenched  the  violence  of  fire, 
"  efcaped  the  edge  of  the  fword,  out  of 
"  weaknefs  were  made  ftrong,  waxed  valiant 
''  in  fight,  and  turned  to  flight  the  armies 
'*  of  the  aliens  ?" — "Where  are  thofe  faithful 
martyrs,  "  who  had  trial  of  cruel  mockings, 
"  and  fcourgings,  yea  moreover  of  bonds 
"  andimprifonment;  who  were  floned,  who 
"  were  fawn  afunder,  who  were  tempted, 
"  who  were  flain  with  the  fword  ;  who 
"  wandered  about  in  fheep-flvins,  and  goat- 
"  fkins,  being  deftitute,  afHided,  tormcnt- 
"  ed;  of  whom  the  v^^orld  was  not  worthy?" 

Where  are  thofe  holv  fouls,  with  whom 

we  ourfelves  were  perfonally   acquainted, 
and  whom  we  dearly  loved,  but  who  are 

now 
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now  feparated  from  our  foclety,  and  have 
left  us  behind  them  in  this  vale  of  mifery  and 
tears? — They  are  furrounding  the  throne 
of  God   moft  high,    fmging   the  fong  of 
Mofes,  and  of  the  Lamb  ;  afcribing  glory 
to  him  who  waflied  them  from  their  fins  in 
his  own  blood,  and  made  them  kings  and 
priefts  unto  God,  even  his  Father. — Look 
above  you,  O  Chriilians  !   to  this  glorious 
company  ;  and  the  defire  of  being  one  day 
joined  to   them,  will   reconcile  you  to  all 
the  hardfl^ips  of  the  Chriftiaa  courfe,  and 
make  you  run  with  patience  the  race  fet 
before  you. 

Confider,  in  the  3^  place,  Who  are  your 
fellow-travellers. You  are  not  only  go- 
ing to  a  glorious  and  triumphant  fociety, 
but  you  go  in  company  with  perfons  of 
the  greatefl  dignity  and  worth,  "  even  the 
"  faints,  thofe  exceellent  ones  in  the  earth," 
whom  God  hath  chofen  and  fet  apart  for 

himfelf And  this,  my  brethren,  is   an 

cncourairinG:  circumftance.  We  find,  that 
even  an  Elias,  when  he  fuppofed  himfelf 
alone  by  the  way,  both  wifiied  and  prayed 
for  death,  faying,     "  It  is  enough  now,  O 

"  Lord 


J 
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"Lord  God;  take  away  my  life;  for  I 
"  am  not  better  than  my  fathers." — And 
therefore  God  was  pleafed,  in  great  conde- 
fcenfion,  to  redify  the  miflake  of  his  fer- 
vant,  by  afTuring  him,  that  there  were 
many  thoufands  unknown  to  him,  who 
had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal ;  and  that 
the  road  to  the  celeftial  country,  even  in 
that  corrupt  and  degenerate  age,  was  not 
fo  unfrequented  and  folitary  as  he  imagi- 
ned. The  faints  are  not  only  hid  from 
the  world,  but  frequently  miftaken  by  one 
another;  which  tempts  many  of  them  to 
think,  that  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  of 
a  very  narrow  extent,  and  the  number  of 
his  fubjedls  exceeding  fmall :  but  were  our 
eyes  opened,  and  the  fcales  of  pride  and 
prejudice  removed,  we  fhould  fee  a  far 
more  goodly  company  than  we  expelled. — 
And  ought  not  this  to  animate  us  in  our 
Chriflian  race  ?  Have  we  all  the  faints  on 
earth  for  our  companions  ?  are  we  going 
to  faints  and  angels  in  heaven  ?  and  fhall 
not  this  fire  us  with  an  heroic  ardour  to 
run  fo  as  we  may  at  length  obtain  ?  Efpe- 
cially  if  we  confider,  in  the 

I.  /a^th 
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4//?  place,  The  nature  of  thofe  duties 
which  our  Lord  hath  requhed  of  us  ; — or, 
if  you  pleafe,  (to  keep  by  the  alkifion), 
the  goodnefs  of  that  road  in  which  we  are 

to  run  for  the   heavenly  prize. "  The 

*'  law  is  holy,"  faith  the  Apoftle  Paul, 
"  the  commandment  is  holy,  juft,  and 
^^  good :'"'  not  only  infinitely  reafonable  in 
itfelf,  but  infinitely  kind  and  obliging  to 
us,  inafmuch  as  it  enjoins  nothing  but  what 
tends  to  purify  and  perfe(5l  our  natures, 
and  to  qualify  us  for  the  enjoyment  of  a 

never-ending  felicity. In  the  frame  of 

the  moral  law,  God  appears  rather  like  a 
father  than  a  fovereign,  exadling  nothing- 
as  a  tert  of  our  fujecflion  to  his  authority, 
but  what  is  fo  neceflarily  connected  with 
our  own  true  happinefs,  that  a  liberty  to 
a(5l  otherwife  would  in  reality  be  a  licence 
to  deftroy  ourfelves. 

5 //?/)',  We  have  a  kind  fympathifing  and 
unerring  Guide,  who  came  from  heaven  to 
earth  to  teach  us  the  way  from  earth  to 
heaven : — yea,  he  hath  not  only  pointed 
out  the  road  to  us,  but  hath  actually  gone 
before  us,  and  now  calls  upon  us  to  follow 

his 
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his  fleps. "  Behold,"  faith  God  by  the 

prophet  Ifaiah,  "  I  have  given  him  for  a 
"  witnefs  to  the  people,  a  leader  and  com- 

"  mander  to  the  people." This  is   the 

peculiar  office  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift; 
and  his  mildnefs  and  condefcenfion  in  the 
difcharge  of  this  office,  are  beautifully  de- 
fcribed  by  the  fame  prophet :  *'  He  ffiall 
"  feed  his  flock  like  a  fhepherd ;  he  fhall 
"  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  car- 
"  ry  them  in  his  bofom,  and  gently  lead 

"  thofe  that  are  with  young. He  doth 

not  defpife  the  weaknefs  of  his  people  ;  for 
he  knoweth  their  frame,  and  "  is  touched 
**  with  a  feeling  of  their  infirmities,  ha- 
*'  ving  been  in  all  points  tempted  like  as 
"  they  are."  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his 
children,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  thofe  thai* 
fear  him.  "  He  doth  not  break  the  brui- 
"  fed  reed,  nor  quench  the  fmoking  flax ;" 
on  the  contrary,  "  he  giveth  power  to  the 
*'  faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might 

"  he  increafeth  ftrength." He  will  not 

fuffer  them  to  be  tempted  above  what  they 
are  able ;  but  in  the  emphatical  language 
of  holy  writ,  "he  debates  with  them  in 

"  meafure 
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"  meafure,  and  flays  his  rough  wind  in 
*'  the  day  of  his  eaft  wind."  When  they 
pafs  through  the  fire,  and  through  the  wa- 
ter, he  is  with  them:  and  though,  for  wife 
and  holy  reafons,  their  eyes  may  be  hold- 
en  that  they  cannot  perceive  him ;  yet 
with  a  powerful,  though  invifible  hand,  he 
fupports  and  guides  their  weary  fteps ;  ac- 
cording to  that  gracious  promife,  "  I  will 
"  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they 
"  know  not,  and  lead  them  in  paths  which 
"  they  have  not  known ;  I  will  make 
"  darknefs  light  before  them,  and  crooked 
"  ways   ftraight.      Thefe  things  will  I   do 

"  for  them,  and  not  forfake  them." O 

what  a  joyful   confideration  is   this !    that 

the  great  Captain  of  falvation  is  our  Guide, 

who   can    cover   our   head,    and  heal   our 

wounds:    raife   us  up   when   we  fall,  and 

perfect  ftrength  in  our  weaknefs.     "  Fear 

'  not,"    fays   he,    "  for  I   am  with   thee  j 

'  be  not  difmayed,  for  I.i  am  thy  God ;  I 

'  will  ftrengthen   thee ;    yea,   1   will   help 

*  thee ;  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the 

'  right  hand  of  my  righteoufnefs." 

My  tth  and  laji  motive  fliall  be  taken 

Vol.  I.  A  a  from 
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from  the  tinfpeakable  worth  of  the  prize 

to  be  obtained. This  is  no  other  than 

"heaven  itfelf;"— "  eternal  life;'^''  an 
"  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory;"— 
"  an  incorruptible  crown ;" — "an  undefiled 
*'  inheritance;" — *'  a  glory  which  eye  hath 
"  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  can  the 
"  heart  of  man  conceive." — "  It  doth  not 
"  yet  appear,"  faith  the  Apoflle  John, 
*'  what  we  fhall  be;  but  we  know  that 
"  when  he  fhall  appear,  we  fhall  be  like 
'*  him,  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is." 
Then  fliall  we  be  thoroughly  changed  into 
the  image  of  our  Lord.  We  fliall  love 
him  without  meafure,  and  praife  him 
without  end:  we  fhall  ferve  him  without 
wearinefs,  and  thofe  manifold  imperfec- 
tions which  flain  our  moft  holy  duties 
while  on  earth.  Nay,  our  bodies  being 
raifed  by  the  power  and  fpirit  of  our  Re- 
deemer, who  is  the  "  plague  of  death,  and 
"  the  deflru(5lion  of  the  grave,"  fhall  be 
fafliioned  like  unto  his  own  glorious  body; 
whofe  prefence  we  fliall  for  ever  enjoy,  and 
whofe  matchlefs  love,  that  paffeth  know- 

ledge. 
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-ledge,  we  fhall  eternally  celebrate  with  the 
church  of  the  firft-born. 

This,  my  brethren,  is  the  glorious  prize 
for  which  we  are  called  to  contend.  And 
can  any  thing  iire  our  ambition  if  this  do 

not? What  buftle  do  men  make  for  an 

earthly  crown,  when,  lo !  death  is  at  hand 
to  pluck  it  off  their  heads,  and  to  throw  it 
in  the  dud  ? — and  fliall  not  we  contend 
for  a  heavenly  crown,  a  regal  dignity  and 
power,  which,  when  once  obtained,  ihall 

never   be    taken    from   us  ? "  Where- 

**  fore  gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind,  be 
*'  fober,  and  hope  to  the  end,  for  the  grace 
*'  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you   at  the 

**  revelation   of  Jefus   Chrifl:." Let   us 

henceforth  "  lay  afide  every  weight,  and 
"  the  fin  which  doth  fo  eafily  befet  us, 
*'  and  lee  us  run  with  patience  the  race 
"  that  is  fet  before  us ;  looking  imto  Jefus, 
*'  the  author  and  finiflier  of  our  faith  ; 
"  who  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him, 
''  endured  the  crofs,  defpifmg  the  fliame, 
"  and  is  iet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
"  throne  of  God." — To  him  let  our  wait- 
ing eyes  be  continually  dircclcd ;  and 
A  a  2  whilft 
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whilfl  we  run  in  obedience  to  his  com- 
mand, let  us  humbly  and  fervently  addrefs 
him  in  the  words  of  the  devout  Pfalmift, 
with  which  I  fliall  conclude : — "  Unto 
"  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  foul.  O 
"  my  God,  I  truft  in  thee,  let  me  not  be 

"  afhamed. Shew  me  thy  ways  ;  Lord, 

"  teach  me  thy  paths.  Lead  me  in  thy 
"  truth,  and  guide  me;  for  thou  art  the 
"  God  of  my  falvation,  on  thee  do  I  wait 
^'  all  the  day."     Aj7:en, 


SE  R- 
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Romans  xii.  1 1. 
— ' — Fervent  infp'irit^  ferving  the  Lord, 


IT  ufually  happens,  faith  one,  that  in 
times  of  peace  and  outward  profperi- 
ty,  the  church,  Hke  a  river  whofe  channel 
is  enlarged,  lofeth  as  much  in  depth  as  it 
gains  in  breadth:  I  wifh  I  could  not  add, 
that  the  prefent  flate  of  the  church  in  our 
own  land,  ferves  not  only  to  illuflrate  the 
propriety  of  this  fimilitude,  but  likewife  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  the  obfervation.  As 
we  have  long  enjoyed,  in  a  very  diftin- 
guifhed  manner,  the  protedlion  and  coun- 
tenance of  civil  authority,  the  number  of 
profeflbrs  is  indeed  greatly  increafed;  but 
though  xht  forms  of  godlinefs  are  pradlifed 
by  many,  there  is  too  jufl  caufe  to  com- 
plain, that  the  genuine  pouuer  of  it  is  felt 
by  few.  Where  are  the  perfons  who  make 
religion  their  bufinefs,  and  apply  them- 
A  a  3  felves 
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felves  to  it  as  the  "  one  thing  needful  ?"' 
How  few  are  to  be  found,  who  exemplify 
thofe  fcriptural  reprefentacions  of  the  Chri- 
flian's  work  and  duty  ;^"  fighting  the 
*'  good  fight  of  faith ;" — ■"  running  with 
"  patience  the  race  fet  before  them  ;" — 
"  prefTmg  toward  the  mark,  for  the  prize 
"  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Je- 

**  fus  ?" Alas!    my    brethren,    the    far 

greater  number,  if  they  be  going  forward 
at  all,  it  is  with  fuch  a  flow  and  ftagger- 
ing  pace,  as  can  neither  edify  their  bre- 
thren, nor  yield  any  real  comfort  to  them- 
felves  :  "  their  light,"  inftead  of  "  fhi- 
*'  ning  before  men,"  like  the  dim  twink- 
ling of  a  candle,  funk  and  expiring  in  the 
focker,  is  fcarcely  difcernible." 

For  exciting  fnch  decayed  and  languifh- 
ing  Chriflians  to  "  flrengthen  the  things 
"  which  remain,  that  are  ready  to  die,"  I 
fhall  at  prefent  take  occafion,  from  the 
words  I  have  read  to  you,  firft^  to  explain; 
and,  fccondly\  to  recommend  that  fervour 
of  f pint ^  with  which  the  Apoftle  exhorteth. 
tis  toferve  the  Lord^ 

Fervowr 
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Fewour  in  general,  is  oppofed  to  luke- 
warmnefs  or  indifference ;  and  denotes 
that  edge  or  keennefs,  that  adlivity  and 
diligence,  which  we  commonly  exert  in 
the  purfuit  of  any  objecl  we  highly  value 

and   wifh  to   polTefs. Now  the  fcr'vour 

whereof  my  text  fpeaks,  hath  religion,  or 
the  Jcrvice  of  God^  for  its  objed :  Love  to 
God  is  the  principle,  the  law  of  God  is 
the  rule,  and  his  glory  the  end,  of  all  its 
operations.  The  fervent  Chriflian  is  ha- 
bitually on  the  flretch  to  anfwer  the  great 
purpofes  for  which  he  was  made  and  re- 
deemed :  his  vmderftanding  is  employed 
in  fearching  out  the  mind  of  God,  fo  far 
as  it  regards  the  condudt  of  his  creatures ; 
his  will  is  firmly  and  refolutely  determi- 
ned to  'perform  whatever  fliall  appear  to 
be  his  duty  ;  his  affedions  are  infpired 
with  holy  life  and  vigour:  in  confequence 
of  which,  his  executive  powers  are  all 
ready  to  perform  their  feveral  parts  ;  the 
tongue  to  fpeak,  the  hands  to  give,  or  to 
do  what  is  required,  and  the  feet  to  run 
in  the  way  of  God's  commandments.  In 
fliort,  the  whole  man  is  engaged  in  the 
A  a  4  fervice 
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fervice  of  God:  fo  that  religion  becomes 
his  conftant  and  mod  dehghtful  occupa- 
tion ;  he  "  ftrives"  with  all  his  might  "  to 
*'  enter  in  at  the  flrait  gate ;"  and  counts 
nothing  too  much  to  be  done,  or  too  hard 
to  be  endured,  for  the  enjoyment  of  that 
God  whom  he  moft  ardently  loves,   and 

to  whom  he  is  entirely  devoted. This, 

my  brethren,  is  to  htferiwnt  in  fpir'it. 

But  as  there  are  feveral  counterfeits  of 
this  gracious  temper,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
felecfl:  thofe  peculiar  properties  of  true 
Chriflian  fervour,  that  chiefly  diftinguifh 
it  from  thofe  delufive  appearances  by  which 
too  many  impofe   both   upon   themfelves 

and   others. Let  it  be  obferved   then, 

in  the 

ifi  place.  That  as  the  fervice  of  God  is  the 
proper  objecfl  of  true  0\\r\?d2in  fervour,  this 
renders  it  neceffary  that  we  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  laws  of  God,  that  we 
may  know  what  particular  fervices  he  re- 
quires of  us,  and  will  accept  at  our  hands. 
A  miRake  here  is  of  the  mod  dangerous 
confequence :  for  if  once  we  flep  afide  from 
the  path  of  duty,  the  fader  we  ilm,  the 

farther 
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farther  we  depart  from  the  right  way,  and 
our  return  to  it  becomes  the  more  uncertain 
and  difficult.  Saul  was  very  fewcnt  271 
fpirit^  when  he  *'  breathed  out  threatenings 
"  and  {laughter  againfl  the  difciples  of  the 
''  Lord/'  and  "  verily  thought  that  he  ought 
"  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name 
"  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth  :"  And  yet  this/^r- 
'■oour  of  his,  had  not  fovereign  grace  flopped 
him  in  his  mad  career,  would  only  have 
hurried  him  downward  to  that  hot  and  dark 
place  from  whence  it  moft  certainly  fprung. 
— We  have  heard  of  fome  who,  according 
to  our  Saviour's  predidion,  "  thought  they 
"  did  God  fervice  when  they  killed  his  peo- 
"  pie  ;"  and  the  church  of  Rome  continues 
at  this  day  to  afford  an  awful  inflance  of  this 
kind,  whofe  burning  ^eal^  as  indeed  it  may 
literally  be  called,  hath  already  confumed 
all  that  was  mortal  of  fome  millions  of 
faints  ;  and  yet,  inflead  of  being  quenched 
by  fuch  a  deluge  of  blood,  doth  ftill  blaze 
out  as  fiercely  as  ever,  where  it  is  not  con- 
trolled by  fuperior  force. 1  have  quoted 

thefe  flrong  examples  for  illuftrating  the 
difference  betwixt  true  Chriftian  fervour^ 

and 
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and  that  eagernefs  of  fpirit  which  frequent- 
ly ufiirps  its  name ;  and  to  make  you  fen- 
fible  how  neceffary  it  is  that  we  fludy  the 
"  good  and  perfe(5l  will  of  God,"  for  diredl- 
ing  our  zeal,  and  confining  it  to  that  fphere 
in  which  it  may  and  ought  to  move. 

idljy  As  OMY  fervour  fhould  be  employed 
in  thQfervlce  ofGod^  or  in  thofe  duties  that 
God  hath  plainly  commanded  ;  fo  it  ought 
likewife  to  ai^  at  his  glory  ;  otherwife  it  is 
an  unhallowed  paflion,  which  corrupteth 
and  debafeth  every  thing  that  proceeds 
from  it. — The  want  of  a  right  aim  appears 
to  have  been  the  principal  error  of  the 
fcribes  and  Pharifees ;  for  moft  of  our  Savi- 
our's reproofs  evidently  turn  upon  this  very 
thing.  They  prayed,  they  faded,  they  gave 
alms,  and  "  compaiTed  fea  and  land,"  to 
gain  profelytes  to  the  Jewifh  religion  ;  all 
which  were  very  commendable  in  their  own 
nature  : — But  herein  lay  their  fault :  They 
did  all  "  to  be  feen  of  men  ;"  popular  ap- 
plaufe,  and  the  advancement  of  their  own 
interefl,  were  the  ends  they  aimed  at ;  not 
the  approbation  of  God,  nor  the  advance- 
ment of  his  honour  and  intereft  in  the  world. 

Thus 
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Thus  it  often  happens,  when  religion 

is  in  credit,  that  many  ufe  it  as  a  political 
engine  for  helping  them  up  into  a  higher 
place,  and  appear  very  warm  in  profefling 
their  regard  to  it ;  but  no  fooner  is  that 
carnal  fuel  withdrawn,  than  the  flame  ex- 
pires, or  perhaps  is  carried  over  to  the  oppo- 
fite  lide,  and  burns  as  fiercely  againfl  reli- 
gion, as  ever  it  feemed  to  do  for  it. 

Whereas  true  Chriftian  fervour  carries  the 
perfon  beyond  himfelf  to  that  God  whonx 
he  adores  ;  and  inflead  of  being  cooled  by 
the  profane  mockery,  or  hatred,  or  perfe- 
cution,  of  wicked  men,  it  rather  becomes 
more  vigorous  and  adlive,  and  exerts  itfelf 
in  proportion  to  the  oppofitlon  it  meets  with. 
If  God  is  glorified  by  his  fufferings,  the/^r- 
vent  Chriftian  hath  gained  his  end  :  like 
David,  he  is  willing  to  be  flill  "  more  vile," 
flill  more  aiBiclKl  ;  and  with  the  Apodle 
Paul,  he  hath  no  higher  ambition,  than 
that  "  Chrift  may  be  magnified  in  his  body, 
"  whether  it  be  by  life  or  by  death."  Which 
leads  me  to  obferve,   in  the 

3^  place.  That  this  gracious  temper  ex- 
tends its   regards  to  all  God's  command- 
ments. 


J 
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ments.  It  declines  no  duty  that  bears  the 
(lamp  of  his  authority  :  for  as  the  glory  of 
God  is  the  great  fcope  of  all  its  ablings, 
whatever  tends  to  promote  that  iin  mediate- 
ly becomes  the  objedl  of  its  choice,  and  the 
matter  of  its  mofl  delightful  and  vigorous 
exercife.  Now  here  the  hypocrite  is  always 
found  halting ;  he  picks  out  the  eaiieft  parts 
of  duty,  fuch  as  have  leafl:  of  felf-denial  in 
them,  and  mofl  of  that  outward  fplendor 
which  attradls  the  obfervation  of  others.  If 
he  is  rich,  he  may  abound  in  alms-deeds, 
efpecially  in  thofe  inftances  of  charity  which 
are  moil  likely  to  make  a  noife  in  the  world, 
that  his  fame  may  fpread  abroad,  and  bring 
him  the  tribute  of  praife  from  afar.  He 
may  attend  upon  the  public  ordinances  of 
religion,  and  fit  like  one  of  the  people  of 
God,  with  a  becoming  air  of  warm  devo- 
tion :  but  could  your  eyC'follow  him  into 
his  own  houfe,  you  fhould  there  behold  a 
wonderful  alteration,  perhaps  a  total  neglecl 
both  of  family  and  fecret  prayer,  or  at  beft 
fuch  a  cold  and  lifelefs  worfhip,  as  fcarcely 
deferved  the  name  of  "  bodily  exercife"  itfelf. 
Whereas  the  upright  Chrillian  "  is  in  the 

"  fear 
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'*  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long."  He 
confiders  his  Judge  as  evermore  prefect  with 
him :  this  awakens  his  mind,  and  enlivens 
his  devotion,  and  hath  a  more  powerful  in- 
fluence upon  his  condu6l,  than  the  applaufc 
or  cenfure  of  ten  thoufand  worlds :  this 
makes  him  fervent  in  every  part  of  duty ; 
yea  as  fervent  in  the  feverefl:  adls  of  felf- 
denial,  as  in  thofe  inftances  of  obedience 
which  are  accompanied  with  the  mod  im- 
mediate advantage  or  pleafure. — A 

d^h  diftinguifliing  property  of  true  Chri- 
ftian  fervour  is  this :  It  will  make  us  pe- 
culiarly attentive  to  our  own  behaviour, 
and  begin  with  correcfling  what  is  faulty  in 
ourfelves. — Many  exclaim  againfl  the  vices 
of  others,  who  are  extremely  partial  and 
indulgent  to  their  own.  To  fuch  our 
Apoflle  addrefTes  a  very  fharp  reproof,  in 
the  fecond  chapter  of  this  epiftle,  at  the 
beginning  :  "  Therefore  thou  art  inexcu- 
*'  fable,  O  man,  whofoever  thou  art  that 
"  judged :  for  wherein  thou  judged  another, 
*'  thou  condemned  thyfelf ;  for  thou  that 

**  judged,    dod  the  fame  things. And 

^*  thinked  thou  this,  O  man,  that  judged 

"  them 
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*'  them  which  do  fuch  things,  and  dofl:  the 
"  fame,  that  thou  flialt  efcape  the  judgment 
"  of  God  ?" — Nothing  can  be  more  difin- 
genuous,  than  for  people  to  profefs  a  hatred 
of  fin,  and  a  mighty  anxiety  to  have  others 
reclaimed  from  it,  when  their  own  condudl 
proclaims  that  they  do  not  hate  it  in  them- 
felves.     That  fervour  which  is  of  tjie  right 
kind,  will  firft  "  call  out  the  beam  out  of 
''  our  own  eye,"  before  it  will  fufFer  us  to 
"  behold  the  mote  that  is  in  our  brother's 
"  eye."      It   will  difcover  to  us  fo  many 
things  amifs  in  our  own  vineyards,  that  we 
fhall  neither  find  leifure  nor  inclination  to 
pry  officioufly  into  our  neighbour's  vine- 
yard, till  thefe  are  amended.     The  fervent 
Chriftian  will  take  no  reft,  till  the  enemies 
of  his  God  be  fubdued  within  his  own 
breaft :  "  He  will  never  think  that  he  hath 
"  already  attained,  either  is  already  perfect ; 
"  but  forgetting  the  things  which  are  be- 
"  hind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things 
*'  which  are  before,    he  will  prefs  toward 
"  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  call- 
"  ing  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus;" — "  giving  all 
^*  diligence  to  make  his  calling  and  eledion 

«  fure :" 
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"  fure ;" — and  "  working  out  his  own  fal- 
"  tion  with  fear  and  trembUng." — Never- 
thelefs,  in  the 

^th  place,  Though  tv\xt  fervour  begins  at 
home,  yet  it  is  not  always  confined  there. 
It  was  the  fpeech  of  a  wicked  Cain,  "  Am  I 
"  my  brother's  keeper  ?"  The  warm-hearted 
Chriflian  extends  his  good  offices  to  all 
around  him ;  and  ufeth  all  that  power  and 
influence  which  his  ftation  gives  him,  to 
difcourage  vice,  and  to  advance  the  king- 
dom of  Chrift  in  the  world. — Is  he  a  magi- 
ftrate?  he  will  not "  bear  the  fword  in  vain," 
but  faithfully  employ  it  for  the  terror  of 
evil  doers,  and  the  protection  of  thofe  that 
do  well. — Is  he  a  minifter  ?  he  will  not 
"  handle  the  word  of  God  deceitfully;"  but, 
without  regarding  the  perfons  or  paffions  of 
men,  he  will  openly  declare  the  whole 
counfel  of  God,  and,  by  found  dodlrine 
and  good  example,  do  what  in  him  lieth  to 
convince  and  reclaim  the  workers  of  ini- 
quity, "  that  they  may  recover  themfelves 
"  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  devil,  who  are 
"  taken  captive  by  him  at  his  pleafure." — 
Js  he  a  parent  or  mafter  ?  "  he  will  walk 

"  within 
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*'  within  his  houfe  with  a  perfedl  heart," 
and  adopt  the  refokition  of  holy  David, 
{Pfal.  ci.  6,  7.)  "  He  that  walketh  in  a  per- 
"  fedl  way,  he  fhall  ferve  me ;  he  that 
"  worketh  deceit,  fhall  not  dwell  within  my 
"  houfe ;  he  that  telleth  lies,  fhall  not  tarry 
"  in  my  fight."  In  fhort,  whatever  be  his 
condition  in  life,  he  will  embrace  every 
opportunity  that  Providence  affords  him, 
of  advancing  the  glory  of  God,  and  doing 
all  the  good  he  can,  either  to  the  fouls  or 

bodies  of  men. ^Of  this  we  have  many 

eminent  examples  recorded  in  Scripture : — 
Righteous  Lot  was  vexed  from  day  to  day 
with  the  unlawful  deeds  and  filthy  conver- 
fation  of  the  Sodomites,  among  whom  he 
lived;  "  Paul's  fpirit  was  flirred  in  him" 
when  he  beheld  the  city  of  Athens  wholly 
given  to  idolatry ;  and  Phinehas,  the  fon 
of  Eleazar,  was  both  commended  and  re- 
warded, for  executing  righteous  judgment 
in  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  and  obtained  "  the 
"  covenant  of  an  everlafling  priefthood ;" 
for  this  exprefs  reafon,  Becaufe  he  was  zeal- 
ous for  his  God, But  then  I  r.iufl  add,  in 

Hhe 

6th 
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6tb  and  hijl  place,  That  \\\\s  fervrnir  mufc 
be  always  under  the  diredion  of  Chriftian 
prudence,  that  *it  may  not  break  out  into 
indecent  heats,  and  carry  us  beyond  the 
limits  of  our  office  or  ftation  in  the  fociety 
to  which  we  belong.  If  we  flep  out  of  our 
proper  fphere,  we  trefpafs  againft  that  fub- 
ordination  which  the  providence  of  God 
hath  eftablifhed  ;  and  no  pretence  to  reli- 
gious zeal  can  juflify  our  conduct.  Such 
fervour  is  not  infpired  by  the  Spiiit  of 
grace,  but  is  th^Jlrange  and  unhallowed  ^/^ 
of  diforderly  pafTion,  which  can  never  find 
acceptance  with  that  God,  whofe  declared 
will  it  is,  "  that  all  things  fliould  be  done 
"  decently,  and  in  order." 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  x\\2iX. fervour  offpirit 
with  which  the  Apoftle  exhorteth  us  to 
fervc  the  Lord. 

To  recommend  and  enforce  this  gracious 
temper,  was  the  fecond  thing  propofed  in 
the  method. — And  now  that  I  am  to  enter 
upon  this  part  of  the  fubjecl,  I  would  ear- 
neftly  intreat  your  moft  ferious  attention. 
Confider  that  I  fpeak  not  only  before  you, 

Vol,  I.  B  b  but 
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but  to  you ;  and  that  not  in  my  own  name,, 
but  in  the  name  of  that  glorious  Perfon 
"  by  whom  God  will  judge  the  world  in 
*'  righteoufncfs ;  whereof  he  hath  given 
"  afTurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  raifed 
*'  him  from  the  dead."  That  you  may  be 
ready  for  that  awful  trial,  and  appear  with 
humble  boldnefs  in  his  prefence,  when 
carelefs  and  trifling  linners  fliall  hang  their 
heads,  and  (land  fpeechlefs  and  felf- con- 
demned before  his  tremendous  throne;  this 
is  the  errand  upon  which  I  come  to  you ; 
no  other,  no  lower,  errand  than  this. — If 
the  bare  title  of  Chriftians  would  gain  you 
admittance  into  the  heavenly  glory ;  if  a 
cold  and  barren  profeflion  of  religion,  or 
the  pra(5lice  of  fome  eafy  and  common  du- 
ties, would  render  you  meet  for  the  inhe- 
ritance of  the  faints  in  light ;  if  God  de- 
ferved  or  required  no  more,  than  what  the 
world  and  the  flefh  can  fpare  ;  1  fhould  be 
indifcreet  for  attempting  to  difturb  your 
repofe. — But  if  thefe  things  be  otherwife ; 
if  it  Ihall  profit  us  nothing  to  "  call  Chrift 
"  Lord,  Lord,"  unlefs  we  "  do  the  things 
"  which  he  faith  j"    xi  Jloth  be  accounted 
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ixnckednefs  by  the  righteous  Judge  of  all  the 
earth,  and  as  fuch  fliall  be  punilhed  by  hlin 
ill  the  great  day  of  retribution  ;  then  I 
fhould  be  unfaithful  to  God,  and  cruel  to 
your  fouls,  if  I  did  not  fummon  you  to  your 
duty,  and  vehemently  urge  you,  in  the  words 
of  my  text,  to  he  fervent  in  fpirlt^ferving  thz 

Lord. Confider,  in  the 

\Jl  place,  That  God  deferves  the  mofl 
zealous  and  a(5live  fervice  we  can  pay  to 
him.  Surely  this  aflertion  doth  not  re- 
quire a  formal  proof;  the  evidence  of  its 
truth  is  fo  plain  and  obvious,  that  the  mofl: 
iimple  and   illiterate  muft   perceive  it   at 

once. Dare  any  of  you  fay  that  it  is 

poflible  to  render  unto  God  more  than  you 
owe  him  ?  If  you  fliould,  I  need  not  go 
far  for  arguments  to  confute  you;  I  can 
fetch  them  from  yourfelves,  from  every 
member  of  your  bodies,  from  every  facul- 
ty of  your  fouls. Who  made  thee,  O 

man  ?  This  is  the  firfl:  quellion  that  chil- 
dren are  taught  to  anfwer;  though,  alas! 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that  many  grown  people 
anfwer  it  like  children,  and  need  to  be  fenc 
to  fchool  again  to  learn  its  meaning.  Is 
B  b  3  God 
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God  thy  creator  ?  was  it  he  who  "  clothed 
"  thee  with  fl^in  and  flefli,  and  fenced  thee 
"  with  bones  and  finews  ?"  was  it  he  who 
breathed  into  thy  noftrils  the  breath  of 
life,  and  made  thee  a  living  foul  ?  Are 
all  the  endowments  of  thy  mind,  thy  un- 
derflanding,  thy  memory,  thy  will,  and 
thy  affedtions;  are  all  thefe  the  fruits  of 
his  bounty  ?  doth  his.  merciful  vifitation 
every  moment  preferve  thy  fpirit,  keep  thy 
body  from  the  duft,  and  thy  foul  from  the 
place  of  anguifli  and  defpair  ?— And  af- 
ter all,  is  it  poflible  that  thy  foul  or  thy 
body  can  exceed  in  his  fervice,  or  be  em- 
ployed with  too  much  zeal  for  his  honour  ? 
Stand  forth,  O  man !  and  reply  if  thou 
canft.  What !  doth  this  plain,  I  had  al- 
mofl  called  it  this  childifli,  queflion  put 
thee  to  a  ftand  ?  How  inexcufeable  then  is 
thy  ilotli  ?  How  juft,  and.  Oh!  how  dread- 
ful mud  thy  condemnation  be? 

But,  my  brethren,  thefe  are  not  all  the 
mercies  you  have  received,  and  are  daily 
receiving  from  God.  He  is  not  only  your 
Creator,  your  Preferver,  and  Benefador ; 
but  he  hath  bound  you  to  his  fervice  by 

the 
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the  ftill  more  endearing  ties  of  redeeming 
grace  and  love :  He  lent  his  own  Son  into 
the  world  to  fave  you,  to  fave  you  by  his 
death ;  amazing  goodnefs  !  to  Ihed  his 
blood  for  the  expiation  of  your  guilt:  And 
can  you  exceed  in  your  gratitude  to  fuch  a 
friend?  is  it  poflible  you  can  render  unto 
him  more  than  is  due,  or  ferve  him  with 
too  great  zeal  ^nd  fervour? 

But,  idly^  God  not  only  deferves  fuch 
fervice  as  I  am  pleading  for ;  he  likewife 
demands  it,  peremptorily  demands  it,  and 
will  not  be  put  off  with  any  thing  lefs. — 
"  Be  not  deceived,"  faith  this  holy  Apoftle, 
"•God  is  not  mocked;  for  whatfoever  a 
"  man  foweth,  that  fliall  he  alfo  reap :  he 
"  that  foweth  to  the  flefli,  fhall  of  the  flefli 
"  reap  corruption;  and  he  that  foweth  to 
"  the  Spirit,  fliall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life 
"  everlafting."  If  any  imagine  that  Chrifh 
came  into  the  world  to  relax  their  obli- 
gations to  a  holy  life,  they  are  grofsly 
miflaken;  and  if  they  adl  upon  that  prin- 
ciple, they  lliall  find  thcmfelves  fatally  dif- 
appointed  at  laft.  St  Paul  knew  of  no 
fuch  indulgence,  when  he  wrote  to  Titus, 
B  b  3  that 
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that  "  the  grace  of  God,  which  bringeth 
"  lalvation,  teacheth  us,  that  denying  un- 
"  godiinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  we  fliould 
"  live  foberly,    righteoufly,    and  godly  in 

"  this    prefent    world." Our    Saviour 

gave  countenance  to  no  fuch  opinion, 
when  he  exhorted  his  difcipleS  to  "  ftrive 
"  to  enter  in  at  the  flrait  gate ;"  and  told 
them  in  plain  and  awful  terms,  that  "  ex- 
"  cept  their  righteoufnefs  fhould  exceed 
"  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  fcribes  and  Pha- 
*'  rifees,  they  fliould  in  no  cafe  enter  into 
"  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  This,  my 
brethren,  is  the  uniform  language  of  holy 
writ ;  the  words  of  my  text  are  clear  and 
ftrong ;  and  it  deferves  our  notice,  that 
they  are  part  of  an  epiftle  wherein  the 
grace  of  the  new  covenant  is  moft  accu- 
rately defcribed,  and  zealoufly  defended ; 
which,  no  doubt,  muft  add  a  coniiderable 
%veight  to  them. — ■ — The  flothful  profeflbr 
counterasfts  the  whole  defign  of  the  go- 
fpel ;  for  the  plan  of  man's  redemption 
was  fo  wifely  laid,  that  not  only  the  com- 
fort of  the  Chriitian,  but  his  improvement 
in  holinefs  alfo,  fliould  be  gradually  ad- 
vanced 
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Tanced  to  full  maturity.  The  dcfign  of 
Chrift's  death  was  not  merely  to  reconcile 
God  to  us,  but  likewife  to  reconcile  us  to 
God ;  that  his  generous  and  unmerited 
love  might  overcome  our  enmity,  make  us 
afliamed  of  our  ingratitude,  and  pov^^er- 
fuUy  "  conftrain  us  to  live,  not  unto  our- 
"  felves,  but  unto  him  who  died  for  us. 


**  and  rofe  aeain." — A 


4//?  motive  to  Jervour  and  diligence  in 
the  fervice  of  God^  arifeth  from  the  diffi- 
culties that  attend  our  duty.  The  Chri- 
ftian's  work  is  compared  to  a  warfare  ;  he 
muft  difpute  every  inch  of  ground,  and 
fight  his  vv^ay  through  furrounding  ene- 
mies. It  is  no  eafy  matter  "  to  pluck  out 
V  a  right  eye,  and  to  cut  off  a  right  hand  ;'* 
that  is,  to  renounce  thofe  fins  to  which 
we  have  been  fo  long  habituated,  that  they 
are  in  a  manner  become  parts  of  ourfelves, 
and  no  lefs  dear  to  us  than  the  moll  ufeful 
and  necefTary  members  of  our  body :  yet 
to  this  we  mull  confent  before  we  can  en- 
ter into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. It  ap- 
pears a  hard  command  that  ""God  gave  to 
Abraham,  "  Take  now  thy  fon,  thine  only 
B  b  4  "  i^^.n 
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"  fon  Ifaac,  whom  thou  lovefl: ;  and  get 
*'  thee  into  the  land  of  Moriah,  and  offer 
"  him  there  for  a  bnrnt-ofFering,  upon 
*'  one  of  the  mountains  that  I  fhall  tell 
"  thee  of."  But  is  not  that  other  com- 
mand at  lead  equally  fevere,  Take  now 
thy  lufl,  thy  beloved  luft,  from  which  thou 
haft  promifed  thyfelf  the  greateft  returns 
of  profit  or  pleafure,  bring  it  hither  imme- 
diately, and  flay  it  before  me,  without  the 
ceremony  of  one  parting  embrace?  This, 
my  brethren,  is  difficult  work  indeed. 
Ifaac  lay  meekly  and  patiently  on  the  altar: 
but  fo  wilX.  not  our  lufts  ;  no,  they  will 
flruggle,  and  cry,  and  plead  for  mercy, 
and  ufe  every  infinuating  method  of  ad- 
drefs,  to  prevent,  or  at  leafl  to  retard  the 

ftroke. But  neither  is   this   all ;    thofe 

inward  corruptions,  formidable  as  they  are, 
yet  are  they  not  the  only  enemies  we  have 
to  grapple  with  :  The  devil  is  an  adverfary 
both  cunning  and  ftrong,  very  formidable 
by  his  power,  as  "  the  roaring  lion  ;"  but 
ftill  more  formidable  by  his  crafc,  as  that 
"  old  ferpcnt,'*  wdio  can  vary  his  fliape, 
and  put  on  the  appearance  of  an  angel  of 
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light,  that,  in  a  form  fo  fpeclous,  he  may 
get  accefs  to  our  hearts  with  greater  eafe, 
and  fill  them  with  his  poifon,  before  we 

are  aware. This  earth  too  upon  which 

we  tread  is  full  of  fnares ;  and  every  ftate 
or  condition  of  life  hath  fome  temptation 
or  other  peculiar  to  itfelf,  as  we  learn  from 
that  well-conceived  prayer  of  Agur  {Prov^ 
XXX.  8.  9.),  "  Remove  far  from  me  vanity 
"  and  lies ;  give  me  neither  poverty,  nor 
"  riches,  feed  me  with  food  convenient 
"  for  me :  le/i  I  be  full^  and  deny  thec^  and 
"  fay.  Who  is  the  Lord?  or  Icjl  I  be  poor  ^ 
"  andjieal^  and  take  the  name  of  my  God 
"  in  vain." — Bcfides,  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  events,  "  all  that  will  live  godly  in 
"  Chrifl  Jefus,  mud  fufFer  perfccution"  in 
one  kind  or  other.  The  Chriftian  is  bound 
not  only  to  avoid  conformity  to  the  world, 
but,  on  all  proper  occafions,  to  teftify  his 
diflikeof  its  corrupt  maxims  and  practices; 
which  cannot  fail  to  draw  upon  him  a 
confiderable  fliare  of  hatred  and  refent- 
ment.  Singularity  is  enough  to  beget  ill 
will ;  but  if  a  perfon  (liall  not  only  ufe 
difierent  manners,  but  likewife  condemn 
I  the 
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the  manners  of  thofe  among  whom  he 
lives,  which  the  moft  prudent  and  modeft 
dilbiple  of  Jefus  may  fometimes  find  him- 
felf  obliged  to  do ;  this  will  not  eafily  be 
forgiven  :  fuch  a  one  can  expecl  no  bet- 
ter treatment  than  Lot  had  from  the  So- 
domites, who  could  not  bear  that  a  fellow, 
as  they  called  him,  "  who  came  in  to  fo- 
"  journ,"  fhould  pretend  to  be  their  judge. 

Such    are  the  difficulties   that '  attend 

religion ;   and  do  not  ihefe  make   zeal  or 

fer'uour  necellary ! — ■■ — 1  fliall  only  add,  in 
the 

4//&  place,  That  we  fhould  he  fervent  in 

Jpir'tt^  ferving  the  Lord;  becaufe,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  it  is  abfolutely  impof- 
fible  that  we  can  do  too  much.  Were  we 
in  any  danger  of  exceeding,  there  would 
no  doubt  be  caufe  to  moderate  our  zeal : 
but  this  is  not  the  cafe;  for  after  "  we 
"  have  done  all  thofe  things  which  are 
^'  commanded  us,'*  we  fhall  Hill  have  rea- 
fon  to  fay,  "  We  are  unprofitable  fervants; 
**  we  have  done  that  which  was  our  duty 
"  to  do." True  it  is,  that  in  particu- 
lar exercifes  of  religion,  there  may  be  an 
2  over- 
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overdoing ;  for  one  duty  may  juftly  be 
iaid  to  exceed,  when  it  thruils  out  another 
of  greater,  or  even  of  equal  importance,  or 
which  is  more  the  duty  of  the  feafon  than 
itfclf;  but  fo  long  as  we  regulate  our  fer- 
vices  by  the  word  of  God,  in  which  cafe 
alone  they  are  proper  adls  of  obedience, 
we  need  not  be  afraid  of  becoming  "  righ- 
"  teous  overmuch,"  One  thing  is  certain, 
that  the  mod  fcrious  Chriftians,  when  they 
came  to  die,  have  always  lamented  their 
former  negligence :  and  the  time  is  at 
hand,  when  all  the  world  fhall  confefs, 
that  holy  diligence  was  the  trueft  wifdom ; 
and  that  they,  and  they  only,  made  choice 
of  the  better  part,  who  minded  the  "  one 
"  thing  needful,"  and  were Jcrvent  infp'irit^ 
Jewing  ihc  Lord. 

.And  now,  my  dear  friends,  my  defign 
upon  the  whole  is  to  excite  you  to  a  pro- 
per concern  about  the  falvation  of  your 
precious  and  immortal  fouls.  It  is  not  a 
fyftem  of  opinions  that  will  carry  any  man 
to  heaven  :  our  knowledge  of  the  truth 
(liall  only  ferve  to  condemn  us,  if  we  do 

not 
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not  receive  the  truth  into  our  hearts,  and 
fuiFer  it  to  influence  both  our  temper  and 
pradlice.  I  am  far  from  thinking  that 
men  may  be  faved  in  any  rehgion,  how- 
ever falfe,  provided  only  they  be  lincere 
in  the  belief,  and  obedient  to  the  dictates, 
of  that  rehgion  they  profefs ;  but  of  this  I 
am  fully  perfuaded,  en  the  other  hand, 
that  no  religion  can  fave  a  man  v^ho  is  not 
ferious  in  it,  and  who  doth  not  yield  him- 
felf  entirely  to  its  government.  Can  it 
avail  us  any  thing,  that  we  profefs  the  true 
religion,  if  we  ourfelves  are  falfe  to  that 
religion?  No,  furely:  The  religion  indeed 
is  good,  but  it  is  not  our  religion;  it  is  our 
book  that  contains  the  true  religion,  but 
not  our  heart;  and  therefore  it  can  no  more 
fave  us,  than  the  beft  food  can  nourifh  us, 
and  preferve  our  life,  which  only  ftandeth 
upon  the  table,  or  which  never  goeth  far-* 
ther  than  our  mouth. 

Let  me  therefore  intreat  you  to  comply 
with  the  Apoflle's  exhortation  in  my  text. 
1  fpeak  to  you  who  are  Chriftians  indeed; 
becaufe  you  alone  are  in  a  capacity  of  fer- 
v'lng  the  Lord;  for  "  they  that  are  in  the 

"  flefh," 
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"  flefli,"  who  were  never  cut  off  from  the 
iiiitural  {lock,  and  ingrafted  into  Chrift  the 
true  vine,  fuch  perfons,  the  Apoftle  tells 
vi9,  (/vow.  viii.  8.)  "  cannot  pleafe  God.'* 
They  may  perform  the  outward  ads  of 
duty,  they  may  even  do  them  with  a  con- 
iiderable  degree  of  tiatural  fdivour ;  but 
all  the  while  their  mofl  fpecious  fervices 
are  only  "  dead  works,"  offered  up  with 
"  fbrange    fire,'*    which   cannot   afcend   to 

God  with  acceptance. 1  fpeak  therefore 

to  the  living  members  of  Chrift,  to  thofc 
who  are  regenerated  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ; 
and  my  requeft  to  you  is,  that,  from  this 
time  forward,  you  fliould  "  ftir  up  the  gift 
"  of  God  that  is  in  you,"  and  h^  fervent  in 
fpirit^  fewing  the  Lord, 

The  declining  intereft  of  religion  re- 
quires all  the  fupport  you  can  give  it.  Men 
are  wearing  out  of  acquaintance  with  God ; 
nor  is  it  greatly  to  be  wondered  at,  feeing 
his  image  is  fo  faintly  to  be  difcerned, 
even  upon  thofe  who  are  really  his  children. 
Look  around  you,  and  obferve  how  acSlive 
and  violent  wicked  men  are  in  the  fervice 
of  Satan;    their  pace,   like  *'  the  driving 

"of 
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"  of  Jehu,  the  fon  of  Nimfhi,  is  fwift  and 
"  furious."  With  what  zeal,  with  what 
carefiilnefs,  with  what  felf-denial, — I  had 
almoft  faid,  with  what  fear  and  trembhng, 
— do  many  of  them  work  out  their  own 
damnation!  "  drawing  iniquity  with  cords 
"  of  vanity,  and  finning  as  with  a  cart- 
"  rope !" — And  will  you  be  cold  and  negli- 
gent, nay,  timorous  and  Ihamefaced,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  true  and  living  God  ?  Oh! 
how  unfeemly,  how  fcandalous,  how  hurt- 
ful were  this!  hurtful  to  yourfelves,  hurt- 
ful to  your  fellow  Chriftians,  hurtful  even 
to  the  wicked  with  whom  you  converfe: 
they  know  that  heaven  and  hell  are  in  di- 
re(5l  oppofition,  and  confequently  that  the 
roads  which  lead  to  them  muft  be  widely 
diftant  from  each  other;  and  therefore  they 
will  never  be  perfuaded  that  they  fhall  be 
ihruft  down  into  utter  darknefs,  if  fuch  as 
you,  who  in  appearance  are  treading  the 
fame  path  that  they  do,  Ihall  get  to  hea- 
ven at  lafl:. Ungrateful  fervants  !  how 

hath  your  Redeemer  defer ved  this  at  your 
hands  ?  Is  this  the  way  to  gain  mens 
hearts  to  the  love  of  holinefs  ?  Would  you 

wifh 
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wifli  the  world  to  write  after  fo  imperfecfl 
and  blotted  a  copy  as  you  fet  before  them  ? 
I  befeech,  I  obtelt  you,  by  all  the  regard 
you  have  for  the  glory  of  God,  your 
own  comfort,  and  the  good  of  others,  that 
henceforth  you  would  diflinguifli  your-? 
felves  more  vifibly  from  "  the  men  of  the 
"  world,   who  have   their  portion  in  this 

*'  life." "  Have  no  fellowfliip  with  the 

"  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  but  rather 
"  reprove  them."  Let  Chriftia'nity  be  fo 
deeply  engraved  on  every  part  of  your  con- 
dudl,  that  he  who  runs  may  read  whofe 
fervants  you  are,  and  thus  God  may  be 
glorified  in  his  faints. It  is  a  mean  in- 
glorious aim,  merely  to  keep  within  the 
limits  which  divide  the  lawful  from  the 
forbidden  ground:  Show  that  you  are  men 
of  "  another  fpirit,"  by  "  following  the 
*'  Lord  fully,'*  and  {training  every  nerve, 
as  it  were,  to  attain  the  higheft  perfection 
of  which  our  nature  is  capable  in  its  pre- 
fent  imperfe6l  (late.  Let  faith  realife  to 
you  the  life  of  Jefus ;  and  beg  of  God, 
for  Chrifl's  fake,  that  he,  by  his  Spirit, 
rnay  kindle  that  holy  fire  in  your  hearts, 

which 


40O        SERMON      XV. 

which  fliall  gradually  confume  all  youv 
drofs,  and  carry  you  fwiftly  forward  to  the 
Zion  above,  that  imperial  city  of  the  great 
King,  where,  like  ihofe  flaming  miniiliers 
•who  furround  his  throne,  you  fliall  ferve 
God  day  and  night  in  his  temple,  without 
interruption,  without  imperfedlion,  and 
without  wearinefs.  To  which  exalted  fe- 
licity, may  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy, 
bring  us  all  in  due  time,  through  Jefus 
Chrifl  our  Lord.     Amen, 
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NuMBEHs  xiv.  24. 

But  my  fervant  Caleb ^  hccaufe  he  had  another 

fpirit  with  h'lm^   and  hath   FOLLOWED 

ME  FULLY;    him  isjill  I  bring   into  the 

land  whereinto  he  ivent ;  and  his  feed  Jhall 

pofefs  it, 

IPropofe  to  recommend  to  your  imita- 
tion this  illuftrious  fervant  of  the  mod 
high  God,  whofe  name  is  recorded  with 
fuch  diftinguiflied  honour  in  the  palTage 
I  have  juft  now  read  in  your  hearing.  Ca- 
leb follozved  the  Lord  fully ^  and  obtained  a 
glorious  reward  :  and  if  we  hope  or  wifh 
to  be  rewarded  as  he  was,  reafon  teacheth 
us,  that  we  fliould  walk  in  his*  fteps,  and 
do  as  he  did. 

But  what  are  we  to  underfland  by  fo!^ 
lowing  the  Lord  fully  P — This  queftion  is 
firft  in  order ;  and  after  I  have  endeavoured 
to  give  a  fatisfying  anfwer  to  it,  I  fliall 
then  proceed  to  prefs  the  duty  by  fome 
motives  and  arguments. 

Vol.  I,  Co  Let 
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Let  us  begin  with  inquiring  what  we 
are  to  underfland  by  folloiinng  the  Lord 
fully. 

And  here  I  muft  obferve  in  the  entrance, 
that  no  man  c^nfolloiv  the  Lord  at  all,  till 
once  he  be  acquainted  with  him:  '*  For  he 
*'  that  Cometh  to  God,  mufl  believe  that  he 
**  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that 
"  diligently  feek  him."  A  ilavifli  relucftant 
fubjedlion  there  may  be  ;  but  there  cannot 
be  a  voluntary,  far  lefs  an  unreferved,  obe« 
dience,  without  affedionate  trufl  and  filial 
confidence.  Before  we  c-avi  Jollo'w  God^  we 
mud  not  only  know  that  he  is  fupreme,  and 
hath  a  right  to  command  ;  but  we  mufl 
like  wife  believe,  that  he  is  ivorthy  to  com- 
mand, and  infinitely  poUeiTed  of  all  thofe 
perfeclions  which  qualify  him  to  govern 
the;  creatures  he  hath  made.  Two  things 
we  muft  be  thoroughly  perfuaded  of:  jiiji^ 
That  the  laws  of  our  Sovereign  are  righte- 
ous and  good  ;  and,  next^  that  he  is  both 
able  and  willing  to  prote(5t  us  in  his  fervice. 
- — And  indeed,  my  brethren,  had  we  never 
offended  God,  thefe  views  alone  would 
have  been  fuiilclent  inducements  to  follom 

l^im 
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hm  fully :  but  as  we  are  guilty  creatures, 
and  liable  to  punilliment,  lome  farther  dif- 
coveries  are  now  become  neceffiiry.  \Vc 
need  fomcthlng  to  vanqiiilh  thofc  fears  of 
v/rath,  which  would  rather  prompt  us  to  fly 
from  the  prefence  of  our  Judge,  than  to 
make  an  uncertain  attempt  to  pacify  him  by 
fubmillion  :  fome  fcheme  of  grace  mufl  be 
opened  to  our  view,  by  which  pardon  inay 
be  difpenfed  to  the  guilty,  and  flrength  im- 
parted to  the  weak,  in  a  way  that  appears 
coniiftcnt  with  the  honour  of  the  divine  go- 
vernment. Nay,  we  mufl  not  only  know 
that  fuch  a  fcheme  exills,  but  we  on  our 
part  muft  cordially  approve  of  it ;  and  by 
our  perlbnal  confent,  afcertain  our  claim  to 
that  mercy  and  grace  which  it  offers  to  tin- 
ners ;  that  being  at  peace  with  God,  we  may 
no  longer  dread  him  as  an  enemy,  but  love 
him  as  a  Father,  and  ferve  him  with  joy, 
being  aflured  that  "  our  labour  fhall  not  be 


"  in  vain.' 


This  being  premifed,  as  a  neceffary  pre- 
parative iox following  the  Lordfidly^  the  duty 
itfelf  may  be  confidered  as  including  the 
following  particulars: 

C  c  2  j7?, 
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i//,  That  we  acknowledge  no  other  Lord 
befides  him.  One  Lord  we  mull  have ;  for 
it  is  folly  to  imagine  we  can  be  independent 
and  free :  Man  was  made  to  ferve  ;  and 
nothing  is  left  to  him  but  the  choice  of  his 
mafter :  But  more  than  one  Lord  we  cannot 
have  ;  unlefs  by  a  derived  or  delegated  au- 
thority :  He  who  is  fupreme  may  appoint 
another  to  rule  under  him,  and  to  enforce 
the  obfervance  of  his  laws  ;  and  when  both 
concur  in  the  fame  command,  then  both 
may  be  ferved  by  one  acft  of  obedience  : 
But  "  no  man  can  ferve  two  oppoftte  mailers; 
"  for  either  he  will  hate  the  one,  and  love 
"  the  other  ;  or  t\^e.  he  will  hold  to  the  one, 
"  and  defpife  the  other.  We  cannot  ferve 
"  God  and  Mammon."  And  therefore  to 
folloiv  th:  Lord  fully  is  to  follow  him  o?iJy  : 
It  is  to  make  his  will  the  fole  and  abfolute 
rule  of  condud,  in  oppoiition  to  our  own 
humour,  the  temptations  of  Satan,  and  the 
corrupt  maxims  of  a  v»^orld  that  licth  in 
wickednefs. 

idh\  To  folloiv  the  Lord  fully  ^  is  to  obey 
him  without  any  referve  or  limitation : — 
it  is  to  ferve  b.im  with  an  afFeclionate  and 

liberal 
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liberal  heart ; — :ind  to  cio  this  at  all  times. 
— Each  of  thefe  might  be  confidered  apart; 
but  I  have  chofen  to  join  them  together  un- 
der one  head,  as  they  ferve  to  illuitrate  and 
fupport  one  another. 

Our  obedience,  I  fay,  mufh  be  without 
referve  or  limitation  ;  for  unlefs  we  folloiv 
the  Lord  in  all  things,  we  cannot  truly  be 
faid  to  follow  him  in  any  thing.  We  give 
caufe  to  fufpecfl,  that  when,  in  other  in- 
ftances,  we  perform  the  duties  he  enjoins, 
yet  even  in  thofe  we  are  governed  by  fome- 
thing  elfe  than  a  regard  to  his  authority ; 
and  that  though  we  feem  to  follow  him^  yec 
in  reality  we  are  profecutirig  fome  intereft- 
ed  fcheme  of  our  own,  and  are  feeking  our- 
felves,  inftead  of  ferving  our  God.  The 
iHiiverflility  of  our  obedience,  then,  is  the 
only  proof  of  our  fincerity ;  for  "  whofo- 
"  ever  fliall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet 
"  offend  in  one  point,  is  guilty  of  all,"  We 
do  not/c/Z/oic'  the  Lord  fully ^  unlefs  we  fol- 
low him  whitherfoever  he  leadeth  us,  thro' 
the  mod  rugged  paths  of  fclf-denial  and 
mortification,  as  well  as  in  thofe  Imooth 
delightful  ways,  in  which  we  find  the  mofl 
C  c  3  imme-* 
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imrr.ediate  advantage  and  pleafure. — Again^' 
we  mull  ferve  him  with  an  affedionate  and 
liberal  heart;  continually  aflcing  fuch  que- 
flions  as  thefe  ;  '*  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
*'  have  me  to  do?"  and,  "  What  (hall  I  ren- 
"  der  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  ?" 
The  term  follo'UJtng  plainly  implies  this  r 
A  perfon  may  be  dragged  or  driven  againfl 
his  will ;  but  to  folloiv  is  an  a(5l  of  choice  : 
it  denotes  a  voluntary  and  cheerful  obedi- 
ence; a  fervice  of  love,  which  is  not  fparing 
or  niggardly,  but  always  devifeth  liberal 
things.  Would  we  then  folloiv  the  Lord 
fully,  we  muft  be  *'  ready  to  every  good 
"  work ;"  and  not  only  embrace  opportu- 
nities of  fervice  when  they  prefent  them- 
felves ;  but  even  feek  out  opportunities  of 
improving  thofe  talents  with  which  we  are 
entrufted,  that,  as  it  is  cxprefTed  in  the  pa- 
rable, "  when  our  Mailer  returns,  he  may 
*'  receive  his  own  with  ufury." 1  fur- 
ther added,  that  we  fhould  behave  after 
this  manner  at  all  times;  that  our  conduct 
on  every  occafion  may  be  confiRcnt  and 
uniform: — The  true  fervant  of  the  Lord 
muft  always  be  otie  man,  fpeaking  the  fame 

Ian-* 
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language,  and  obferving  the  fame  conduce 
in  every  place,  and  in  every  company. 
Which  leads  me  to  a 

T^d  remark  of  confiderable  importance; 
namely,  That  X.o  follow  the  Lord  fully ^  is  to 
follow  him  openly,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
world.  We  muft  not  think  of  flealing  to 
heaven  by  fome  clandelline  unfrequented 
path,  as  if  we  were  afhamed  of  being  feen, 
or  afraid  left  it  fliould  be  known  to  what 
family  w©  belonged :  This  is  a  fneaking 
cowardly  artifice ;  fo  bafe  in  itfelf,  and  fo 
ungrateful  to  the  kindeft,  as  well  as  to  the 
greatefl  and  mofl:  honourable  Mailer,  that 
were  it  not  too  commonly  praclifed,  one 
fliould  fcarcely  think  it  needful  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

There  are  two  extremes  into  which 
people  are  apt  to  run,  and  both  ought  to  be 

guarded  againfl  with  equal  care. Some 

proclaim  their  religion  as  on  the  houfe-tops: 
they  love  to  talk  of  their  high  attainments, 
and  difcover  an  anxiety  to  make  themfelves 
obfervable,  and  to  gain  the  admiration  and 
applaufe  of  their  neighbours.  This  our 
Saviour  exprefsly  condemns,  Matth,  vi.  from 
C  c  4  the 


4o8       S   E   R  M  O  N       XVL 

the  I  ft  to  the  1 9th  verfe,  where  he  tells  his 
difciples,  that  they  who  fad,  or  pray,  or 
give  alms,  to^be  feen  of  men,  only  ferve 
thcmfelves :  And  what  is  the  confequence? 
It  is  but  juft  they  flioald  be  left  to  reward 
themfelves  as  they  can  ;  for  duties  done 
with  fuch  an  aim,  can  never  be  accepted  by 
God  as  any  part  of  that  religious  homage 

he  requires. Others  again,  from  a  falfe 

modefty  and  bafhfulnefs,  or  perhaps  a  pre- 
tended diflike  of  oftentation  and  hypocrify, 
run  into  the  oppofite  extreme  :  They  hide 
their  light,  (if  any  light  they  have),  they 
liide  it,  I  fay,  "  under  a  bufliel,"  as  the 
Scriptures  exprefs  it.  They  go  as  great 
lengths  as  they  dare,  in  a  ferviie  compliance 
with  the  humours  and  cuftoms  of  the  world ; 
and  even  keep  at  an  affedled  diftance  from 
every  thing  that  might  betray  any  ferious 
impreflion  of  God  upon  their  minds. 

Now  the  duty  I  am  recommending,  lies  at 
an  equal  diflance  from  both  thefe  extremes-. 
It  is  a  profeiTion  that  is  neither  oftentatious 
nor  fhamefaced  ;  it  neither  courts  opferva- 
tion,  nor  avoids  it.  The  true  Jvilowcr  of  the 
Lordy  keeping  the  laws  of  his  Mafter  conti- 
nual Iv 
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nually  in  liLs  eye,  performs  every  duty  m 
its  place  and  feafon.  It  appears  "  a  finall 
*'  matter  to  him  to  be  judged  of  man's 
**  judgment;"  he  endeavours  "fo  to  fpeak,'* 
and  fo  to  atft,  "  not  as  pleaiing  men,  but 
"  God,  which  trieth  the  heart."  He  doth 
not  fhun  the  view  of  his  fellow-creatures, 
but  is  willing  to  give  all  who  choofe  it,  an 
opportunity  of  learning  from  his  condu(5l, 
the  nature  and  fpirit  of  that  religion  he  hath 
embraced.  He  feels,  and  practically  ac- 
knowledgeth,  the  divine  authority  of  fuch 
precepts  as  thefe : — "  Let  your  moderation 
"  be  known  to  all  men :" — "  Provide  things 
"  honeft  in  the  fight  of  all  men :"  and, — 
"  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  that 
"  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glo- 
"  rify  your  Father  Vvrhich  is  in  heaven."— 
His  foul  is  alarmed  with  that  awful  declara- 
tion of  our  Saviour,  {Lzde  ix.  26.)  "  Who- 
"  foever  fhall  be  afliamed  of  me,  and  of  my 
"  words,  of  him  alfo  {hall  the  Son  of  man 
"  be  alliamed,  when  he  fliall  come  in  his 
*'  own  glory,  and  in  his  Father's  glory,  and 

"  of  the  holy  angels." Would  we  then 

fol/oiu  the  Lord  full)\  we  mud  confefs  him 

openly, 
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openly,  and  dare  to  be  holy  in  fpite  of  devili 
and  men  :  AVe  miifl  "  be  blamelefs  and 
"  harmlefs,  the  fons  of  God,  without  re- 
"  buke,  in  the  mids  of  a  crooked  and  pcr- 
*'  verfe  nation, — holding  forth  the  word  of 
"  life."     Once  more,  in  the 

^th  place,  To  follozv  the  Lofd  fully ^  is  to 
cleave  to  him  ftedfaftly  when  others  forfake 
him;  and  to  perfevere  in  his  fervice,  even 
when  it  expofeth  us  to  the  world's  hatred, 
and  the  perfecution  of  wicked  and  unrea- 

fonable    men. It   was    on    account    of 

this  brave  and  honourable  fmgulariy,  that 
Caleb  obtained  the  title  of  a  man  of  another 
fpirit.  He  was  one  of  four,  among  fome 
hundred  thoufands,  who  retained  his  loyalty 
to  the  King  of  heaven :  for  befides  IVlofes 
and  Aaron,  and  his  own  companion  Jofhua, 
it  doth  not  appear  that  there  was  one  dif- 
ienting  voice  in  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael ;  the 
revolt  was  univerfal,  the  whole  congregation 

rebelled  againfl:  their  God. Nay,  he  was 

not  only  lingular,  but  his  fingularity  drew 
upon  him  the  refentment  of  his  brethren : 
Orders  were  given  "  to  (lone  him  to  death;" 
and  they  were  on  the  point  of  doing  it, 

when 
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>^hen  "  the  glory  of  God  appearing  in  the 
*'  tabernacle,"  checked  their  fury,  and  pro- 

teded  the  life  of  this  illuRrious  faint. 

Thus  it  was  ih7itC2i\cbfoUowcd the Lo?'d fully; 
and  thus  mult  we  alfo  do,  if  we  afpire  to 
his  reward.  Inflead  of  Ihrinking  at  pcrfe- 
cution,  if  that  fhould  be  our  lor,  we  muft 
rather  "  rejoice  that  we  are  counted  worthy 
**  to  fuffer  fliame"  in  the  caufe  of  our  Lord  ; 
and  even  efteem  it  a  privilege,  "  that  to  us 
*'  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Chrift,  not 
"  only  to  believe  in  his  name,  but  likewife 
"  to  fufFer  for  his  fake." 

The  amount  of  all  I  have  faid  is  this ;  If 
we  would  follozv  the  Lord  fully  after  the  pat- 
tern in  my  text, — we  mufl  acknowledge  no 
other  Mafter  befides  him  : — We  mud  obey 
him  in  all  things :  we  muft  do  this  at  all 
times ;  and  ferve  him  with  an  affedionate 
"  and  liberal  heart ;  not  grudgingly,  or  as 
"  of  necefTity  ;"    for  "  the  Lord  loveth  a 

"  cheerful  giver." We  muft  follow  him 

openly,  and  in  the  face  of  the  fun; — and 
then  we  muft  perfevere  in  our  attendance 
upon  him,  though  no  man  fliould  join  with 
us ;  nay,  though  earth  and  hell  ftiould  unite 

their 
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their  force,  and  both  rife  up  in  arms  to  op- 
pofe  us. 

You  have  now  feen  the  aim  of  my  dif- 
courfe  ;  and  may  I  not  hope  to  fiicceed  in 
it  ?  I  am  afldng  nothing  that  is  unreafon- 
ablc,  nothing  that  you  yourfelves  can  find 
any  pretence  to  refufe :  All  I  afk  is,  in 
the 

\Jl  place,  That  you  fhould  be  koiiefl  iiicn» 
You  call  yourfelves  Chriftians  :  and  what 
is  my  requeft,  but  that  you  be  Chriflians 

indeed? So  that  in  reality,  it  is  the  caufe 

of  your  own  honour  I  am  pleading  with 
you.  A  man  of  fpirit  and  integrity,  is  a 
character  that  univerfally  commands  efteem ; 
but  it  is  impoifible  to  fupport  that  honour- 
able charaifter  by  any  other  means  than  by 
foilouomg  the  Lord  fully.  Enemies  you  may 
have ;  1  ought  rather  to  have  faid,  enemies 
youfliall  have,  fome,  perhaps,  perverfely  and 
maliciouily,  who  may  llander  you  as  hypo- 
crites :  but  a  fledfaft  and  uniform  perfeve- 
rance  in  holinefs,  if  it  difarm  nor  their  ma- 
lice, will  at  length  confute  their  reproach. 
Whereas  your  fwerving  from  duty,  either 

to 
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to  gain  the  favour  of  men,  or  to  avoid  their 
difljleafure,  cannot  fail  to    expole  you  to 
their  contempt  and  icorn :    Rev/ard   you 
they  may;  but,  Oh !  how  low  muft  you  fink 
in  their  efteem! And  then  what  a  tri- 
umph will  it  give  to  the  wicked,  who  only 
wait  for  your  halting  ?    Kow  will  it  whet 
their  tongues,  and  give  them  an  edge  that 
Ihall  pierce  you  to  the  quick  ?  for  this  you 
may  lay  your  account  with,  that  their  cen- 
fures  of  you  fliall  be  far  more  fevere  and 
unmerciful,  than  thofe  they  employ  againft 
others,  who  make  no  profeflion  of  religion : 
nay,  their  cenfures  fhall  be  more  feverely 
felt  by  youi'felves ;  becaufe  you  will  find 
fomething  within  you  that  tells  you  they 
are  juft. — The  hardened  iinner  can  afTume 
an  air  of  confidence  and  intrepedity  ;  con- 
icience  being  feared,  gives  him  no  difturb- 
ance  within;  fo  that  his  external  appearance 
is  all  he  hath  to  attend  unto  :  but  the  fenfe 
of  having  adled  wrong,  will  draw  your  at- 
tention inward,  and  leave  your  countenance 
to  exprefs  every  outward  fymptom  of  timi- 
dity and  felf- reproach.     Whereas,  by  fol- 
lowing  the  Lord  fiflh\  you  fliall  by  degrees 

ac- 
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acquire  a  firmnefs  and  independency  of 
ipirit,  that  will  enable  you  at  all  times  to 
behave  with  a  genuine  and  well-fupported 
dignity.  This  fhall  give  you  an  irrefiilable 
fuperiority  over  the  hearts  of  wicked  men, 
which  fliall  overawe  them  in  fecret,  and 
conftrain  their  homage,  in  the  fame  propor^ 
tion  that  it  excites  their  hatred  and  envy. 
Thus  w^e  read,  that  "  Herod  feared  John," 
even  when  he  threw  him  into  prifon  ;  and 
he  feared  him,  as  St  Mark  informs  us,  purely 
upon  this  account,  "  becaufe  he  knew  that 
*'  he  was  ajuft  and  holy  man." 

idly^  The  duty  I  am  recommending  is 
equally  necefTary  to  fecure  the  inward 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  your  minds  :  it 
contributes  to  your  intereft,  no  lefs  than 

to  your  honour.-^ How  miferable  is  the 

man  who  hath  war  and  difcord  within  his 
own  breaft !  This  is  worfe  than  death ; 
for  that  only  tears  the  foul  from  the  body, 
whereas  this  tears  the  health,  the  life, 
from  the  foul  itfelf.  Such  a  perfon  re- 
fembles  "  the  troubled  fea  when  it  can- 
"  not  reft,  whofe  waters  cafl  up  mire  and 
"  dirt."     Which  way  foever  he  turns  his 

eyes, 
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eyes,  the  piofpedl,  on  all  hands,  is  dark 
and  gloomy.  Above,  is  the  throne  of  an 
oilended  God ;  beneath,  is  the  fire  that 
ihall  never  be  quenched ;  and  within  he 
feels  the  gnawings  of  the  worm  that  di- 
eth  not :  fo  that  the  creatures  around  him 
are  his  only  refource;  and  thcfe  at  bed 
are  "  deceitful  brooks ;"  — "  broken  ci- 
*'  flerns,  that  can  hold  no  water ;" — "  mi- 
•'  ferable  comforters,"  which  delude  him 
for  a  moment,  and  forfake  him  at  the  time 
when  he  (lands  mofl  in  need  of  them: 
"  There   is    no   peace,   faith   my  God,   to 

"  the    wicked."- But   "   light   is    fown 

*'  for   the  righteous,  and  gladnefs  for  the 

•'  upright   in  heart." "  Great   peace," 

faid  one  who  knew  it  by  experience,  "  great 
"  peace  have  they  that  love  thy  law,  and 
"  nothing  (hall  offend  them ;"  even  "  the 
"  peace  of  God,  which  paffeth  all  under- 
"  (landing,  fhall  keep  their  hearts  and 
"  minds  through  Jefus  Chrift." 

My  brethren,  we  fhall  never  tafte  the 
comforts  of  religion  till  we  become  tho- 
roughly religious,  Sind/oiloiv  the  l^ord  with 
all  our  heart.     A  half  religion  mufl  always 

be 
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be  a  joylefs  thing.  Perfons  of  this  mixt 
character  mud  in  great  meafure  be  {Iran- 
gers  to  pleafure  in  any  kind.  They  have 
jufl  as  much  religion  as  maketh  fin  bitter, 
and  as  much  lin  as  renders  rehgion  im- 
pieafant:   and  what  an  infipid  difagreeable 

iituation  muft   this   be ! In   refpecfl  of 

prefent  enjoyment,  the  diffokite  and  unre- 
ferved  flaves  of  the  devil  have  manifeftly 
the  advantge  of  thofe  half-converted  peo- 
ple. They  get  a  full  tafte,  at  leafl,  of  fuch 
dreggy  pleafure  as  fin  can  afford ;  but  the 
others  cannot  even  get  at  that  much,  and  at 
the  fame  time  their  dry  conflrained  for- 
mality fupplies  them  with  nothing  to  make 
up  for  the  want  of  it.  Whereas  he  who 
folloiveth  the  Lord  fully  ^  pofTefTeth  a  joy  in- 
nnitely  fuperior  to  what  the  creatures  can 
yield;  nay,  a  joy  that  is  altogether  inde- 
pendent on  the  creatures. 

Moreover,  religion,  when  it  is  genuine 
and  cordial,  heightens  the  relifh  of  every 
lawful  comfort.  Befides  that  natural  fweet- 
nefs  which  God  hath  put  into  many  of  the 
outward  benefits  he  beftows,  the  true  Chri- 
ftian  can  look  upon  them  as  the  gifts  of  a 

re- 
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reconciled  Father,  and  pledges  of  better 
things  to  come.  He  can  fay  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  every  mercy, — This  is  mine,  and 
heaven  "klfo  : — My  God  hath  fent  me  this 
token  of  his  love,  to  fupport  and  encou- 
rage me  in  my  journey  homeward  3  I 
fliall  foon  be  beyond  the  need  of  fuch  in- 
ferior bleffings,  and  poflefs  the  living  foun- 
tain from  whence  thofe  refrefliing  ftreams 

do   flow. On    the   other    hand,    if  his 

prefent  allowance  be  fcanty,  he  can  fay, — 
My  Father  knoweth  what  is  good  for  me 
better  than  I  do;  bleffed  be  his  name, 
who,  in  kindnefs,  with-holds  from  me 
"what  his  wifom  forefees  would  prove  a 
fnare  to  my  foul :  He  feeks  my  whole  heart, 
and  he  is  worthy  to  pofTefs  it :  It  is  my 
bufinefs  to  folloiv  him ;  and  the  iefs  I  am 
encumbered,  the  fafler  I  fhall  run :  When 
I  get  home  1  lliall  be  comforted  and  fatif- 
fied  to  the  full :  Famine  may  dwell  in  this 
wildernefs,  but  is  altogether  unknown  in 
that  good  land  to  which  I  am  travelling  : 
'■'  In    my   father's    houfe    there   is   bread 

*'  enough,  and  to  fpare." To  a  perfon 

of  this  temper  nothing  can  come  amifs : 
Vol.  I.  D  d  He 
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He  knows  ihat  his  lot  is  ordered  by  that 
God  "who  is  wife  in  heart,  and  mighty 
"in  ftrengih;"  and  who  hath  exprelsly 
promifed,  that  "  all  things  fliall  work  to- 
*'  gether  for  good  to  them  that  love  him, 
"  to  them  w^ho  are  the  called  according  to 
'*  his  purpofe." — — Diftrcfs  falls  with  a 
cruihing  and  deadly  weight  upon  the  man 
■wlio  fleps  afide  from  the  road  of  duty  j 
but  he  wdio  keeps  the  ftraight  and  onw^ard 
path,  can  take  adverlity  by  the  cold  hand, 
and  welcome  it  as  a  friend,  whofe  fober 
advice  will  guide  him  in  his  pilgrimage 
far  better  than  the  flattering  lips  of  pro- 
fperity.  He  can  fay  with  the  prophet  Ha- 
bakkuk,  when  every  earthly  comfort  takes 
■wing  and  flieth  aw-ay,  "Although  the  fig- 
*'  tree  ihall  not  bloilom,  neither  ihall  fruit 
'*  be  in  the  vines,  the  labour  of  the  olives 
"  fhall  fail,  and  the  fields  fhall  yield  no 
*'  meat,  the  flock  fhall  be  cut  off  from  the 
"  fold,  and  tliere  (liali  be  no  herd  in  the 
*'  {\alls:  yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I 
*'  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation." — 
But  there  are  other  motives  befidcs  thefe, 
which  ought  to  have  weight,   and  which 

will 
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will  have  weight  with  every  ingenuous 
heart.  Let  ine  therefore  remind  you,  ia 
the 

3<^  place,  That  our  Lord  hath  in  fome 
niearur.e  intruiied  us  with  his  glory,  and 
called  the  v/orld  to  take  notice  of  us  as 
the  perfons  by  whom  he  expecls  to  be  ho- 
noured.  O  hovw'  Ihould  this  fire  us  with 

a  generous  ambition  to  excel  in  hoiinefs, 
that  we  may  exhibit  a  jufl  reprefentation 
of  the  Mailer  we  ferve,  and  fhow  that  he 
is  in  truth  what  the  Scriptures  report  him 
to  be,  "  altogether  lovely,"   and  is  "  fairer 

*'  than  the  children  of  men !" Is  it  nor, 

my  brethren,  matter  of  grief  to  you,  that 
fo  many  are  to  be  found  who  "  defpife 
**  and  reject  the  Saviour  of  mankind  ?" 
Would  you  not  wilh  that  all  the  world 
fliould  know  his  excellence,  that  they 
iTiight   admire,  and  love,  and  choofe  liim 

for  their  Mafter  ? If  you  do,    for  the 

Lord's  fake,  for  your  own  fake,  and  /or 
the  fake  of  the  many  thoufands  to  whom 
he  (lill  appears  "  without  form  and  come- 
**  linefs,"  do  not  Vv^ith-hold  the  aid  you 
|:gn  give :  Him  they  cannot  fee,  but  you 
D  d  2  are 
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are  always   in   their  eye;  permit  thera  to 

behpld  his  image  in  ycu. Would  you 

not  reckon  it  a  high  crime  to  blafphem^ 
him  with  your  mouths  ?  I  know  you 
would :  O  then  do  not  blafpheme  and  re- 
proach  him    by   your    a6\ions  ! —Allow 

me  to  ailv  you, — When  you  go  with  the 
multitude,  and  live  as  carelefs  finners  do, 
trifling  away  your  precious  time  in  the 
giddy  round  of  fafl:iionable  amufements ; 
Ihow  would  you  have  the  world  to  judge? 
• — Would  you  have  them  to  believe,  that 
fuch  behaviour  is  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
your  Mailer  ?  that  he  approves  of,  or  even 
that  he  is  but  flightly  difpleafed  with  it  ? 

What  would  you  think  of  a  minifler 

who  fliould  preach  in  that  manner,  and 
labour  to  perfuade  his  hearers,  that  a  care- 
lefs trifling  diflipated  life  is  perfedly  con- 
fiflent  with  true  piety,  and  that  any  thing 
beyond  it  is  unnecefTary  precifenefs,  and 

being  "  righteous  overmuch  ?" Sure  I 

aiTi,  you  would  look  upon  fuch  a  minifler 
with  contempt,  nay,  with  horror:  and  dare 
you  pradlife  what  we  dare  not  preach  ? — 
We   may,   we   ought   to  fay  every  thing 

that 
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that  is  .true.  We  dare  not  preach  an  un* 
Commp.nded  ftridnefs  ;  there  is  a  curfe 
denounced  againft  thofe  who  "  add  unto 
"  the  words  of  this  book,"  as  well  as 
againfl  thofe  who  "  take  from  them."  And 
if  your  behaviour  differ  widely  from  what 
we  are  bound  to  recommend,  I  again  afk 
the  queftion^  What  judgment  would  you 
have  the  world  to  form  ? — They  mud  ne- 
cefTarily  condemn  either  us  or  you ;  us 
for  requiring  too  much,  or  you  for  per- 
forming too  little :  They  mud  either  con- 
clude that  we  mifreprefent  the  religion  of 
Jefus,  or  that  you  are  not  the  difciples  of 

Jefus. Will  any  of  you  be  fo  candid  a3 

to  take  our  part  againft  yourfelves,  and 
honeftly  confefs,  that  you  are  wholly  to 
blame  ?  will  you  go  to  your  carnal  neigh- 
bours, and  tell  them,  that  what  you  do  is 
utterly  inconfiftent  with  your  holy  profef- 
iion ;  that  the  Lord,  whofe  name  you  bear, 
adled  in  a  different  manner  himfelf,  and 
gave  you  laws  of  a  quite  different  nature 
and  tendency  ? — 1  fufpecl  you  will  hardly 
confent  to  this  propofal;  and  yet  juftice 
demands   itj   nay,    unlefs   you   either   do 

D  d  3  fome- 
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fomething  of  this  kind,  or  alter  your  courfe' 
of  life,  and  follow  the  Lord  fully ^  you  are 
criminal  in  the  highefl  degree  j  you  {lan- 
der [your  MaRer,  you  bear  falfe  vvitnefs 
againft  him,  and  are  chargeable  with  dif- 
honefty,  with  perjury,  nay  with  blafphemy 
itfelf. — -And  this  fuggefts  a 

4//6  motive,  which  1  beg  you  may  atrend 

to. 1  am  now  going  to  plead  with  you 

from  love  to  your  neighbours.  This  is  a 
principle  you  profefs  to  honour;  nay,  if  I 
miftake  not,  the  defire  of  obliging  others, 
and  of  rendering  yourfelves  agreeable  to 
them,  is  your  common  apology  for  con- 
forming to  their  manners,  and  avoiding 
the  ofFenfive  lingularity  of  fclloiving  the 
Lord  fully.  This,  my  brethren,  is  a  falfe 
expreiFion  of  love  ;  neverthelefs,  it  difco- 
vers  fuch  a  regard  to  others,  as  furniflies 
rne  with  a  handle  to  take  hold  of  the  true 
principle,  and  to  plead  it  in  fupport  of  the 

duty   1    ain   recommending. Surely   it 

is  no  ofHce  of  love  to  deceive  aaother  to 
his  hurt,  or  to  fufFer  him  to  continue  in' 
a  pleaiing  miftake,  which  unavoidably 
muft,  and  which  may  very  fpeedily  end  iu 

h>^ 
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his  ruin  :  fuch  "  tender  mercies"  would 
indeed  be  "  cruelty."  In  the  common  af- 
fairs of  life,  this  maxim  is  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged :  And  is  it  lefs  cruel  to  deceive 
your  neighbour  in  matters  of  infinitely 
higher  importance  ?  If)  by  the  freedoms 
you  take,  others  are  emboldened  to  fia 
againft  God;  will  the  pretence  of  good  na- 
ture or  courtefy  be  fuftained  as  a  defence 
againft  the  charge  of  blood-guiltinefs  ?  No, 
my  brethren. — They  who  are  thus  milled 
by  you  "  fliall  die  in  their  iniquity ;"  but: 
"  their  blood,"  at  the  fame  time,  "  fhall  be 
"  required  at  your  hands." — "  Wo  unto  the 
"  world  becaufe  of  offences;  but,  wo  chiefly 
**  to  him  by  whom  the  offence  cometh." 
Hypocrites  fhall  have  the  wo  of  everlafling 
punifhment,  even  the  children  of  God  fliall 
have  the  wo  of  fliarp  rebuke  and  chaftife- 
ment.  It  is  dreadful  to  think  that  the 
fouls  of  any  fhould  perifli  eternally,  and  we 
be  the  caufe  of  it:  furely  "  it  were  better 
"  for  that  man,  that  a  millfone  were  hang- 
"  ed   about   his    neck,   and   that   he  were 

*'  drowned  in  the  depth  of  the  fea." Do 

you  then  love  your  neighbour  in  fincerity  ? 
Dd  4  O 
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O  teach  him  by  your  example  to  follow  the 

Lord  fully. Remember  "  that  he  who 

**  converteth  a  finiier  from  the  error  of  his 
"  way,  fhall  fave  a  foul  from  death,  and 
*'  fhall  hide  a  multitude  of  fins ;''  and  may 
hope  to  be  crowned  with  diftinguifhed  ho- 
nours in  that  day,  "  when  they  that  be 
'*  wife  fhall  fliine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the 
"  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  matiy  to 
'*  tigbteoufnefs,  as  the  flars  for  ever  and 
*  ever. 

The  ^th  and  lafl  motive  w^th  which  I 
fliall  prefs  this  important  duty,  is  the  re- 
ward that  awaits  thofe  who  follow  the  Lord 
fully.  They  fhall  pofTefs  that  good  land  of 
promife,  whereof  the  earthly  Canaan  was 
only  an  ernblein  or  type.  "  To  them  who 
*'  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing, 
*'  feek  for  glory,  honour,  and  immortali- 

"  ty,   Chrifl  fliall  render  eternal  life." 

"  Bleficd  are  they  that  do  his  command- 
"  ments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the 
'*  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through 
"  the  gates  into  the  city."  There  fhall 
they  fee  Abraham,  and  Ifiac,  and  Jacob, 
who  fhine  with  fuch  luftre  in  the  f acred 

records ; 


lift 
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records;  there  fliall  they  fee  Mofes,  and 
Aaron,  and  Caleb,  and  Jofhua,  with  all  the 
holy  prophets  and  apoftles  of  our  Lord.— - 
Nay,  in  heaven  they  Ihall  behold,  and  de- 
lightfully converfe  with,  "  Jefus  the  Me- 
**  diator  of  the  new  covenant,"  who,  with 
the  price  of  his  own  blood,  obtained  for 
them  a  right  to  that  undefiled  inheritance, 
and  fent  forth  his  Spirit  to  prepare  them 

for  the  enjoyment  of  it. And  (hall  not 

the  profpedl  of  fuch  exalted  felicity,  ani- 
mate us  in  our  Chriftian  courfe,  and  power- 
fully incite  us  to  "  be  followers  of  them 
"  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit 

"  the  promifes  ?" Can  we  fuppofe  that 

any  of  the  faints  who  furround  the  throne 
of  God,  do  now  repent  of  their  felf- denial 
and  mortification,  or  repine  becaufe  they 
were  defpifed  and  perfecuted  while  on 
earth  ?  No,  my  friends  ; — they  would 
not  part  with  the  feebleft  ray  of  their  pre- 
fent  glory,  for  the  evetlafting  pofTeflion  of 
all   the   honours    and   pleafures    that   this 

earth    can    afford. What    fhall    I    fay 

more  ? — I  have  urged  the  mod  weighty 
motives  that  occurred  to  me ;  and  could  I 

think 


»"■ 
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think  of  any  thing  ftill  more  perfuafive,  I 
fhould  add  it  with  pleafure.  But  without 
the  divine  bleffing^  no  arguments  v/ill  pre- 
vail. AH  therefore  that  remains  is  to  turn 
my  pleadings  with  you  into  prayers  to 
God,  that  he  may  beftow  upon  you  another 
fpirit,  and  enable  you  by  his  graceyo  tofol- 
loiu  him  while  here,  that  hereafter,  in  the 
heavenly  world,  you  may  fulfy  enjoy  him, 
through  all  the  growing  ages  of  a  happy 
eternity.     j4~'7ien. 


S£  R- 
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Psalm  xxxix.  12. 
For  I  am  a  JI ranger  with  thec^  and  a 


fojoiirner,  as  all  my  fathers  uuere, 

HAD  thefe  words  been  fpoken  by  one 
of  the  Rechabites,  who  were  com- 
manded by  their  father  Jonadab,   "  That 
*'  they  lliould  drink  no  wine,  neither  build 
**  houfes,   nor  jfow  i^cdy    nor   plant  vine- 
*'  yards,    nor    have   any ;    but    that    they 
*'  fhould  dwell  in  tents  all  their  days,"  we 
might   perhaps    have  confidered   them    as 
pointing  merely  at  the  peculiarities  of  that 
fequeftered  tribe,  by  which  they  were  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  refl  of  mankind :   but 
as  they  are  the  words  of  David,  who  him- 
felf  was  a  king,  one  of  the  lords  of  this 
earth,  who  had  every  inducement  to  mag- 
nify his  office,  and  to  make  his  importance 
appear  in  its  utmoft  extent,  they  can  lie 
under    no    fufpicion    of    partiality ;    and 
therefore  challenge  the  greateft  regard. 

It 
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It  mufl  indeed  be  acknowledged,  thaC 
David  wrote  this  pfalm  under  the  hea-^y 
prelTare  of  afflidliou ;  which  may  induce 
fome  to  think,  that  what  he  faith  in  my 
text,  is  no  other  than  the  natural  language 
of  a  difpirited  man,  whofe  mind  was  un- 
hinged and  broken  by  adverfity :  but  if  we 
attend  to  what  is  written,  i  Chron.  xxix.  15. 
we  ihall  find  him  ufing  the  fame  language 
in  the  height  of  his  profperity  :  "  We  are 
*'  flrangers,"  faid  he,  "  before  thee,  and  fo- 
*'  journers,  as  were  all  our  fathers ;  our 
"  days  on  earth  are  as  a  fhadow,  and  there 
**  is  none  abiding."  Never  did  the  Jewifh 
nation  appear  to  be  more  at  home  than  at 
that  time :  As  for  David,  his  happinefs  was 
fo  complete,  that,  inftead  of  alking  any  ad- 
ditional favours,  he  could  hardly  find  words 
to  exprefs  his  gratitude  for  thofe  he  had 
already  received.  Yet,  amidft  all  his  alHu- 
ence,  when  he  poiTelTed  every  outward  com- 
fort his  heart  could  wiih,  fl:lll  he  called 
liimfelf  a  Jlranger  and  a  Jojourner  before 
God. 

We  mufl  therefore  confider  the  w^ords  of 
my  text,  as  exprefTing  the  fixt  and  habitual 

fenti- 
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fentiments  of  David's  heart.  In  his  mofl 
profperoiis  condition,  he  did  not  look  upoi^ 
this  earth  as  his  home  ;  but  extended  his 
views  to  the  heavenly  world,  that  glorious 
and  permanent  inheritance  of  the  faints, 
which  is  "  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and 
"  which  fadeth  not  away." 

Among  the  various  fubjedls  of  inquiry 
that  might  readily  occur  to  us  upon  reading 
this  pafTage,  the  two  following  appear  to  me 
the  mod  interefting  and  profitable. 

jPVr/?,  Whence  is  it  that  holy  men  confider 
themfelves  as  Jlr angers  and  fojourners  upon 
earth?   And, 

Secondly^  What  manner  of  life  is  moll  ex- 
prefTive  of  this  charader,  and  bed  fuited  to 
the  condition  q^Jira?igers  and  fojourners?  To 
thefe,  therefore,  1  fhall  confine  myfelf  in  the 
following  difcourfp. 

1  begin  with  inquiring.  Whence  it  is  that 
holy  men,  while  they  live  upon  earth,  conr 
fider  themfelves  as  Jlrangcrs  and  fojourners 

with  God? And  to  account  for  this,  one 

plight  declaim  at  great  length  upon  the  un- 
fati^fying  nature,  ^nd  precarious  duratio^i^ 

of 
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of  every  thing  below  the  fun.  I  might  rer 
mind  you,  that  as  we  came  but  lately  into 
this  world,  fo  we  mud  lliorily  go  out  of  it, 
and  leave  all  our  poileffions  to  be  enjoyed 
by  others ;  who,  in  their  turn,  likewife  fliall 
die,  and  part  vnth  them.  I  might  defcend 
to  the  various  calamities  that  embitter  hu- 
man life,  from  which  none  of  mankind  are 
altogether  exempted ;  and  to  thefe  I  might 
add  the  peculiar  fufferings  of  the  righteous, 
thofe  fharp  and  painful  trials  to  which  the 
bed  of  men  are  mod  frequently  expofed  in 
this  date  of  difcipline.  But  1  am  unwilling 
to  enlarge  upon  topics  of  this  nature ;  be- 
caufe  I  would  not  have  it;  thought,  that  the 
godly  confider  themfelves  as  Jlrajigers  and 
foJQiirnerSy  folely,  or  even  principally,  for 
fuch  reafons  as  thefe.  They  renounce  the 
world,  not  becaufe  it  is  imfriendly  to  them, 
but  becaufe  it  is  unfuitable :  they  would 
defpife  its  fmiles  no  lefs  than  its  frowns ; 
they  are  not  violently  thrud  out  of  it,  but 
voluntarily  refign  it,  and  leave  it  to  thofe 
who  have  nothing  elfe  for  their  portion. — 
Accordingly,  you  may  obferve,  that  David 
ftyles  himfelf  not  only  dijiranger^  but  ayo- 

journer. 
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joiirner. Every  man  is  a  flrangcr,  who  is 

not  a  native  of  the  place  where  he  refides : 
but  a  fojourncr  is  onie  who  maketh  only  a 
palFnig  vifit  to  a  place,  with  a  refolution  to 
leave  it  again,  and  to  proceed  on  his  jour- 
ney.    Now%  this,  lafl  is  the  dlilinguifliing 

charader   of  the  faints. Wicked   men 

mud  leave  this  earth,  they  know  they  mud, 
and  wifli  it  were  otherwife  with  all  their 
heart ;  and  as  they  have  no  profpedl  of  go- 
ing to  a  better  world,  they  do  all  they  can 
to  banifh  the  thoughts  of  their  removal 
from  this,  that  they  may  relifli  their  pre- 
lent  enjoyments  with  as  little  alloy  as  pof- 
ilble.  Whereas  the  godly,  who  are  made 
citizens  of  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  can  look 
forward  without  difmay  to  the  time  of  their 
departure  from  this  "  flrange  land,"  "  know- 
*'  ing,  that  when  the  earthly  houfe  of  this 
*'  tabernacle  fiiall  be  difTolved,  they  have  a 
"  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with 
"  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  They 
would  not  choofe  to  live  here  always;  they 
nYcJlratigcrs  in  affedlion,  as  well  as  in  con- 
dition ;    their  hearts  are  elfcwhere ;    they 

dcfire. 
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defire,  they  even  long,  to  be  at  home  with 
God. 

The  faints  juflly  account  themfelves 
Jlrangers  upon  earth,  becaufe  they  are  re- 
generated by  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  they  are 
"  born  from  above,"  and  therefore  can  find 
no  place  of  reft  while  they  live  at  a  diftance 
from  their  native  country.  Every  thing 
tends  naturally  to  the  place  of  its  original ; 
and  grace,  which  came  down  from  heaven, 
leads  the  foul  upward  to  heaven  from 
whence  it  came.  "  Whatfoever  is  born  of 
^-  God,"  faith  the  Apoftle  John,  "  over- 
**  Cometh  the  world."  The  dry  and  empty 
hufks  of  earthly  enjoyments,  cannot  fatisfy 
the  defires  of  a  heaven-born  fpirit :  upon 
thefe  the  renewed  man  looks  down  with  a 
holy  difdain,  and  then  lifts  his  longing  eyes 
to  that  celeftial  country  where  "  is  fulnefs 

'*  of  joy  and  pleafures  for  evermore." 

There  he  knows  his  inheritance  lies; — there 
dwell  his  kindred,  to  whom  he  ftands  in 
the  deareft  and  moft  intimate  relation  ; 
^*  God  the  judge  of  all,  Jefus  the  mediator 
'*  of  the  new- covenant,  an  innumerable 
5'  company  of  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of  juft 

"  men 
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"  men  made  perfed." And  there  alfo 

he  is  to  make  his  everlafting  abode.  Here 
he  fojourns  for  a  while,  till  he  is  rendered 
meet  for  entering  into  "  the  purchafed  pof- 
"  fefhon ;"  and  when  the  appointed  feafon 
comes,  he  gladly  removes  to  his  Father's 
houfe,  to  dwell  with  his  God  for  ever  and 
ever. 

Upon  thefe  accounts,  my  brethren,  the 
children  of  God,  while  they  live  upon  earth, 
confider  themfelves  ^.sfcjourners  in  a  flrange 
land.  Their  fentiments  in  this  matter  are 
not  the  efFe(5ls  of  difappointment  and  vexa- 
tion, but  the  conclufions  of  an  enlightened 
and  renewed  mind :  they  are  willing  to 
leave  this  world,  becaufe  they  have  a  home 
to  go  to,  where  their  natures  fliall  be  per- 
feded,  and  all  their  defires  fatisfied  to  the 
full. — Let  us  now  inquire,  in  the 

Second  place.  What  manner  of  behaviour 
is  mod  exprefTive  of  this  temper,  and  befh 
fuited  to  the  condition  of  Jirangers  and  fo- 
journers  ? — This  branch  of  the  fubjecl  opens 
a  wide  field  of  pradlical  inflrudlion,  and 
will  lead  me  to  recommend  to  you  fome  of 

Vol.  I.  E  e  the 
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the  mofl:  Important  and  difficult  duties  of 
the  Chriflian  life. 

i/?,  If  we  look  upon  this  earth  as  aflrange 
country,  through  which  we  are  only  pal- 
iing  to  our  native  hon>e,  it  ought  certainly 
to  be  our  care,  that  we  receive  as  little  hurt 
in  our  pafTage  as  poiTible.  This  is  a  maxim 
of  common  prudence  that  no  body  will  dif- 
pute.  Now  the  greatefl  hurt  the  world  can 
do  us,  is  to  make  us  forget  the  place  of  our 
deflination,  or  loiter  too  much  by  the  way: 
and  therefore  its  fmiles  are  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  its  frowns.  "  The  profperity 
"  of  fools,"  faith  Solomon,  "  deftroyeth 
"  them."  It  is  difficult  to  -poflefs  much, 
and  not  to  overlove  it :  Hence  that  caution 
of  the  Pfalmiii,  "  If  riches  increafe,  fet  not 
*'  your  heart  upon  them."  When  our  iitu- 
atlon  is  fo  agreeable,  that  we  find  ourfelves 
difpofed  to  fay,  "  Soul,  take  thine  eafe ;" 
then  indeed  it  is  high  time  to  look  warily 
around  us  ;    the  hook  is  not  fo  curioufly 

baited  for  no  end. 1  do  not  mean  to 

difparage  the  bounty  of  Providence  ;  if  it 
hath  pleafed  God  to  diftinguifli  any  of  you 
by  riches  or  honours;    or  to  crown  your 

honeit 
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honefl  induftry  with  uncommon  affluence; 
it  is  certainly  your  duty  to  be  thankful  to 
that  kind  Benefadlor,  who  "  hach  covered 
"  your  table,  and  made  your  cup  to  run 
"  over."  1  only  mean  to  execute  that  order 
which  was  given  to  Timothy,  "  Charge 
*'  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world,  that 
"  they  be  not  high-minded,  nor  truft  in 
"  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God, 
"  who  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  enjoy.'* 
I  would  only  exhort  you  as  Pavil  did  the 
Corinthians,  "  To  rejoice  as  though  you 
"  rejoiced  not ;  to  buy  as  though  you  pof- 
"  feffed  not ;  and  to  ufe  this  world,  fo  as 
''  not  to  abufe-  it ;  becaufe  the  time  is  fliort, 
"  and  thefafhion  of  this  world  pafTeth  away." 
My  fole  aim  is  to  remind  you,  that  the  more 
you  have,  the  greater  need  there  will  be  to 
keep  a  ftrick  and  jealous  guard  upon  your 
hearts,  left  they  be  debauched  by  thofe 
pleafing  enjoyments,  and  alienated  from 
God,    who    alone  hath   a   right   to  them. 

But  it  is  not  enough  that  we  receive 

no  hurt  in  our  journey  through  this  ftrange 
land ;  it  ought  likewife  to  be  our  care,  in 
the 

E  e  2  2d 
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2d  place,  To  make  all  the  provifion  we 
can  for  that  better  country  to  which  we 
are  travelling. — The  Holy  Scriptures  fpeak 
of  "  a  meetnefs  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
"  faints  in  light ;" — of  "  making  to  our- 
"  felves  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrigh- 
"  teoufnefs ;" — of  "  providing  bags  which 
"  wax  not  old,  a  treafure  in  the  heavens  that 
"  faileth  not." — In  oppofition  to  all  this, 
w^e  read  of  fome,  "  who  make  provifion 
*'  for  the  flefli  to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof;" 
— "  whofe  God  is  their  belly,  and  whofe 
"  glory    is    in    their    fhame,    who    mind 

"  earthly   things." 1   need  not  inform 

you,  which  of  thefe  two  are  the  Jli'angers 
and fojourners .  Let  it  be  our  care,  my  bre- 
thren, who  claim  this  character,  "  to  grow 
"  in  grace,"  and  to  bring  forth  "  thofe 
"  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which  are,  by 
"  Jefus  Chrift,  unto  the  glory  and  praife 
"  of  God."  Every  advance  in  holinefs  is 
a  (lep  that  leadech  upward  to  the  heaven- 
ly felicity :  for  what  is  glory  but  grace  in 
maturity  ?  they  differ  only  in  degree  ;  they 
are  the  fame  in  kind,  and  the  one  grows 
up  and  ripens  into  the  other.     Our  riches 

and 
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and  honours,  though  they  fliould  accom- 
pany us  to  the  lafl  period  of  Hfe,  nauft 
leave  us  at  death  :  "  Naked  we  came  into 
*'  the  world,  and  naked  we  mufl  return :" 
but  holinefs  fhall  pafs  with  us  beyond  the 
grave,  and  attend  us  home  to  our  Father's 
houfe,  there  to  fliine  with  increafing  bright- 

nefs  through  all  the  ages  of  eternity. 

Do  we  then  afpire  to  the  heavenly  flate  ? 
let  us  endeavour  to  enjoy  as  much  of  hea- 
ven as  we  can,  even  while  we  fojourn  in 
this  *'  houfe  of  our  pilgrimage."  Surely 
"  every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him," 
— the  hope  of  being  thoroughly  changed 
into  the  ^'  likenefs  of  his  Lord,  when  he 
"  fliall  fee  him  as  he  is,"  at  his  fecond  ap- 
pearance,— muft,  by  this  hope,  be  excited 
to  purify  "  himfelf  even  as  he  is  pure." 
Let  us  then  hearken  to  that  affectionate 
exhortation  of  the  Apoftle  Peter,  "  Dearly 
"  beloved,  I  befeech  you  as  Jlnwgers  and 
"  pilgrims^  abftain  from  flefhly  lulls,  which 

''  war  againft  the  foul." Let  us  '*  add 

"  to    our    faith,    virtue;    and    to    virtue, 

"  knowledge ;     and    to    knowledge,    tem- 

"  perance ;   and  to  temperance,  patience ; 

E  e  3  "  and 
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"  and  to  patietice,  godlinefs;  and  to  god- 
"  linefs,   brotherly  kindncfs ;    and  to  bro- 

"  therly   kindnefs,   charity. For    fo   an 

**  entrance  fliall  be  miniftered  unto  ns 
"  abundantly,  into  the  everlaflhig  king- 
"  dom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
"  Chrifl." 

3^/y,  It  becomes  Jlrangers  and  fojourners 
to  endure  with  patience  and  fortitude  any 
hardlhips  they  may  meet  with  on  their 
journey  homeward. We  ought,  in- 
deed, my  brethren,  to  lay  our  account 
with  inconveniences  by  the  way  :  our 
Mafter,  who  "  was  a  man  of  forrows,"  hath 
told  us  exprefsly,  "  that  in  the  world  we 
"  fhall  have  tribulation." — '^  Ye  know,'* 
faid  he,  "  that  the  world  hated  me,  be- 
"  fore  it  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the 
"  world,  the  world  would  love  his  own  : 
"  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  but 
*'  I  have  chofen  you  out  of  the  world, 
"  therefore  the  world  hateth  you." — Yet 
however  painful  thofe  fufferings  may  be, 
the  profpec^  of  the  joy  that  awaiteth  us, 
is  more  than  fufficient  to  fupport  us  un- 
vlcr  them ;  efpecially  when  it  is  confider- 

ed. 
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ed,  that  the  afflicllons  of  this  prefcnt  hfe, 
if  wifely  improved,  Ihall  exhalt  us  to  high- 
er dignity  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Father. 
It  is  recorded  of  the  primitive  Chriftians, 
that  "  they  took  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of 
"  their  goods,"  bccaufe  "  they  knew  in 
"  themfelves,    that   they  had  in   heaven  a 

"  better  and  an  enduring  fubllance." 

"  They  were  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet 
*'  not  diflrelTed  ;  perplexed,  but  not  in 
"  defpair  ;  perfecuted,  but  not  forfaken  ; 
"  caft  down,  but  not  deflroyed ;"  as  we 
read  i  Cor.  iv.  8,  9.  And  if  any  fhall  in- 
ouire,  what  it  was  that  rendered  them 
fuperior  to  thefe  trials,  they  may  be  fully 
informed  by  St  Paul  himfelf  in  the  clofe 
of  tliat  chapter,  where  he  faith,  "  For 
"  this  caufe  we  hiint  not,  but  though  our 
"  outward  man  perifh,  yet  the  inward 
"  man  is  renewed  day  by  day.  For  our 
"  light  affliclion,  which  is  but  for  a  mo- 
''  ment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceed- 
*'  ing  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  while 
"  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen, 
"  and  are  temporal,  but  at  thofe  things 
"  which  are  not  feen,  and  are  eternal." 

E  e  4  4^'^-'A'j 
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^thly^  If  we  view  heaven  as  the  place  of 
our  everlading  abode,  we  fliall,  above  all 
things,  be  folicitous  to  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  way  that  leads  to  it. 
David  prayed  with  the  utmoft  propriety, 
when  he  thus  expreffed  himfelf,  Ffalm 
cxix.  19.  "I  am  a  flranger  in  the  earth, 
*'  hide  not  thy  commandments  from  me." 
He  knew  that  the  "  word  of  God  was  a 
"  lamp  to  his  feet,  and  a  light  unto  his 
"  path ;"  he  therefore  "  hid  it  in  his 
**  heart,"  as  the  mod  ineftimable  trea- 
fure  he  could  pofTefs,  and  made  it  the 
fubje(5l  of  his  conftant  delightful  medita- 
tion :  "  Thy  tefhimonies,"  faid  he,  "  are 
"  my  delight,  and  my  counfellors  ;" — 
and  "  thy  ftatutes  have  been  my  fongs  in 

"  the  houfe  of  my  pilgrimage." 1  do 

not  deny  that  reafon,  even  in  its  prefent 
dafk  and  corrupt  flate,  may,  in  many 
important  inftances,  lead  a  fober  inquirer 
to  the  knowledge  of  his  duty;  but,  alas! 
in  a  great  variety  of  cafes,  he  would  find 
himfelf  utterly  at  a  lofs,  not  knowing 
vvhkh  road  to   take  :    for  though  reafon, 

un- 
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unaffifted,  may  ftill  be  able  to  trace  out 
the  capital   lines  of  fm  and  duty,  yet  the 
confines   of  each,   the   precife   boundaries 
which  divide  the  lawful  from  the  forbid- 
den  ground,  require    a    more  penetrating 
eye  to    difcern  them.     But   in   the   Holy 
Scriptures  thefc  are  plainly  marked  out  to 
us  by  the  finger  of  God,  who  cannot  err. 
The  ten  laws  publiflied  from  Sinai,  which 
were  afterwards    explained    and   amplified 
by  our  Saviour  in   his  fermon  upon  the 
mount,    furnifli   us  with  a  complete   and 
unerring    rule  of  life,    and   defcribe    that 
"  high    way    of    holinefs,"    in    which   we 
may  walk  without  fear  or  diflidence.     We 
need  not  perplex  ourfelves  with  the  doubt- 
ful   reafonings    of   our   own    minds  ;    we 
may  find  an  eafy  folution  of  all  our  difH- 
culties  in  that  written  "  law  and  teflimo- 
"  ny,"    according   to    which   we  fhall   be 
finally  judged  :    for    "   the    teftimony   of 
"  the    Lord    is    fure,     making    wife    the 
"  fimple:" — "  the  judgments  of  the  Lord 

"  are  true  and  righteous  altogether." 

Such  is  the  guide  which  God  hath  pro- 
vided for  directing  his  plgrhns  in  their  way 

home- 
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homeward:  and  if  we  are  pofTefTed  of  the 
temper  of  pilgrims,  **  we  fliall  efteem  the 
"'  words  of  God's  mouth  more  than  our 
"  necelTary  food ;"  and  fay  concerning 
them,  "  More  to  be  defired  are  they  than 
"  gold,  yea  than  much  fine  gold;  fweeter 
*"  alfo  than  honey,  and  the  honey-comb. 
"  Moreover  by  them  is  thy  fervant  warned; 
"  and  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great 
"  reward." 

5//:^/}',  If  we  confider  ourfelves  'n^Jlr angers 
and fojourners  here  below,  we  ought  certain- 
ly to  behave  like  thofe  who  belong  to  a  bet- 
ter country,  and  to  fliow  by  our  conduct, 
that  we  have  a  nobler  birth  and  higher 
hopes  than  worldly  men  have. — God  fre- 
quently complained  of  his  ancient  people, 
that  by  the  wickednefs  of  their  lives,  they 
had  caufed  "  his  holy  name  to  be  profaned 
*'  among  the  heathen."  They  who  love 
their  country,  will  be  jealous  of  its  credit 
in  foreign  parts,  and  carefully  avoid  every- 
thing that  hath  a  tendency  to  bring  upon 
it  the  leaft  (lain  or  reproach.  Accordingly, 
we  are  exhorted  in  Scripture,  to  "  adorn 
"  the  dodrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all 

"  things  :'* 
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*'  things  :" — "  to  walk  circumfpeclly,  not 
"  as  fools  but  as  wife  :" — and  particularly, 
"  to  walk  in  wifdom  towards  them  that  are 

"  without." Indeed,   as  I  formerly  ob- 

ferved,  our  firfl  care  fliould  be,  that  we 
ourfelves  receive  no  hurt  ;  but  I  muft  now 
remind  you,  that  fomething  more  is  incum- 
bent upon  us  than  regard  to  our  own  fafe- 
ty :  We  ought  not  only  to  avoid  or  refifl 
temptations  to  fin,  but  alfo  to  fliine  in  all 
the  virtues  of  a  holy  life,  that  by  the  light 
of  our  good  works,  others  may  be  excited  to 
glorify  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  AVe 
have  two  things  that  fliould  engage  opr  at- 
tention ;  jirjl^  our  own  welfare ;  and  next^ 
the  credit  and  honour  of  that  religion  we 
profefs :  And  he  is  too  felfifli  to  be  a  good 
Chriflian,  who  minds  only  the  one,  and 
overlooks  the  other. — Wide,  my  brethren, 
is  the  compafs  of  our  duty :  the  fpiritual 
fojoiirncr  hath  many  parts  to  perform ;  he 
mufl  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  a  retired  and 
private  virtue,  but  is  bound  by  the  ftri(flefl 
ties  of  gratitude,  "  to  fliow  forth  the  praifes 
"  of  that  God,  who  haih  called  him  out  of 

"  darknefs,  into  his  marvellous  light." 

Every 
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Every  ftep  of  our  condudl  is  of  the  greatefl 
importance,  not  to  ourfelves  only,  but  to 
others  alfo :  and  therefore  we  ought  to  move 
with  caution  and  accuracy.  It  is  not  enough 
that  we  "  ceafe  to  do  evil ;"  we  muft  like- 
wife  "  learn  to  do  well :"  Nor  fhould  we 
even  think  it  enough,  to  do  what  is  limply 
good  ;  we  fhould  aim  at  that  good  which  is 
moft  feafonable  and  excellent.  In  fine,  to 
live  as  becometh  true  pilgrims,  is  to  walk 
with  our  rule  continually  in  our  eye,  and 
never  knowingly  to  deviate  from  it,  either 
to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left :  It  is  to  pon- 
der every  flep  we  take ;  to  weigh  every  un- 
dertaking, with  all  its  circumftances,  in  the 
balance  of  the  fancfluary  :  It  is  to  confider 
the  confequences  of  our  behaviour  with  re- 
gard to  others ;  to  have  our  whole  conver- 
fation,  our  words  and  our  ad^ions,  "  feafon- 
"  ed  with  fait,"  as  the  Apoftle  hath  expreffed 
it  J  that  is,  not  only  innocent  in  themfelves, 
but,  as  much  as  may  be,  edifying  alfo,  that 
they  may  minifter  grace  to  thofe  who  hear, 
or  behold  us. 

There  is  an  affecfled  fingularity,  which 
is  conceited  and  difobliging,  and  does  real 

dif- 
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diflionour  to    religion,   reprefentlng    it   as 
cKilclifh,    trifling,    and  capricious:    on  the 
other  hand,    there  is  a  fcrvile  compUance 
with  the  maxims  and  fafliions  of  the  world, 
which  is  mean  and  pufillanimous,    and  re-  . 
prcfents  religion  as  variable,  timid,  and  ir- 
refolute  :    Betwixt  thefe  two  extremes  lies  a 
middle  plan  of  condu6l,  which  exprefleth 
the  true  genius  of  Chriftianity,  reprefenting 
it  as  generous,    intrepid,    and  difmterefted: 
— When  we  dare  avow  the  fentiments  of  our 
hearts,  and  obey  the  di(flates  of  confcirnce, 
and  the  laws  of  our  God,  in  the  face  of  the 
fun ;  when  our  whole  behaviour  is  confident 
and  uniform,  and  fhows  that  we  have  no 
other  aim,    but  to  promote  the  honour  of 
our  heavenly  Father,  and  to  obtain  his  ap- 
probation :    Then  we  acl  up  to  the  dignity 
of  our  Chrifliian  charader;   then  we  live  as 
Jlrangcrs  and fojourners  upon  earth. 

There  is  one  thing  in  particular  I  would 
recommend  to  you  as  peculiarly  fuited  to 
the  condition  of  pilgrims  ;  and  that  is  a 
decent  fobriety  of  manners,  a  grave  and 
ferious  deportment,  in  oppofition  to  what 
the  Scriptures  call  a  "  vain  converfation." 

—I 
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— -I  do  not  mean  that  you  fliould  be  fad 
and  deje(5led ;  blefied  be  God,  the  Chri- 
ftian  hath  a  more  extenfive  field  of  pleafure 
before  him,  than  fancy  ilfelf  can  repre- 
fent  to  the  fenfual  mind.  The  ferioufnefs 
to  which  1  am  preffing  you  is  not  oppo- 
fed  to  joy,  but  to  levity  :  1  call  you  to  de- 
lights that  are  pure,  fincere,  and  inward^ 
in  oppofition  to  "  the  laughter  of  the  fool, 
"  and  that  delufive  mirth  that  ends  in 
"  heavinefs :"  I  would  only  have  you  to 
ihow,  that  you  find  a  prefcnt  reward  in  the 
fervice  of  God,  and  that  the  joys  of  reli- 
gion are  of  too  fublime  a  quality  to  mix 
and  incorporate  with  the  dead  and  pollu- 
ted pleafures  of  fenfe  :  I  would  have  you 
to  behave  with  that  fpirit  which  becomes 
your  high  birth;  like  perfons  who  know 
that  God  is  their  father,  that  Chrift  is 
their  elder  brother,  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
their  comforter  and  guide.  In  fliort,  I 
would  have  you  to  ad;  like  citizens  of  hea- 
ven, who  are  only  pafiing  through  this 
earth,  and  have  little  more  concern  in  it 
than  to  efcape  its  pollutions,  by  keeping 
the  flrait  and  narrow  road  that  leads  to 

the 
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the  promifed  land  of  reft. Why  fhould 

you  borrow,  nay,  why   fliould  you   feem 
to  borrow,  water  from  the  "  broken"  and 
dirty  "  cifterns"  of  the  fenfualift,  who  have 
accefs  to  "  the  fountain  of  living  waters  ?" 
— Is  it  not  your  duty,   is  it  not  your  ho- 
nour, to  fliow  the  world,  that  no  part  of 
your    happinefs    depends    upon   fuch    low 
gratifications ;    that    you    find    enough    in 
God  to  quench  your  thrift,  and  to  fatisfy  the 
moft  unbounded  defires  of  your  fouls  ? — 
This,  my  brethren,  is  the  way,  the  only 
way,  to  awaken  the  attention  of  fecure  be- 
fotted  finners.      Let  them  fee  what  true 
godlinefs  can  do  by  itfelf ;  and  this   may 
beget   in   them  a  convidlion   of  its  worth 
and  excellence.      But  how  fhall  they  dif- 
cover  that  religion  hath  any  peculiar  vir- 
tue to  ftrengthen  and  comfort  the  foul,  fo 
long  as  they  can  obferve  thofe  who  profefs 
it,  walking  in  the  fame  road,  and  frequent- 
ing the  fame  haunts  of  vanity  with  them- 

felves  ? There  is  a  majefty  in  ftridl  and 

ferious  godlinefs,  that  commands  efteem 
and  reverence  even  from  the  worft  of  men: 
]>iit  when  religion  aflumes  the  habit  and 

com- 
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Complexion  of  the  world,  when  it  is  blend- 
ed with  the  fafliionable  follies  of  the  age,  it 
iifually  makes  fuch  a  clumfy  figure,  fuch  a 
motley  appearance,  that  it  becomes  more 
ridiculous  and  contemptible  than  pure  un- 
mtixt  folly  itfelf.  "  Wherefore  come  out 
*' from  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate, 
'*  faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  un- 
"  clean  thing  ;  and  I  will  receive  you, 
"  and  be  a  father  unto  you,  and  ye  fhall 
"  be  my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the 
*'  Lord  Almighty."     Once  more,  in  the 

6th  place,  If  indeed  we  have  turned  our 
back  upon  this  world,  and  are  travelling 
to  a  better  country,  let  us  help  one  another 
by  the  way,  and  carry  as  many  home  with 
us  as  we  can.  Do  we  meet  with  any  who 
are  feeble  and  dejedled  ?  let  us  do  every 
thing  in  our  power  to  fbrengthen  and  en- 
courage  them. Are  any  doubtful  and 

hefitating  abovit  the  right  path  ?  let  us  give 
them  our  beft  advice,  and,  according  to 
our  ability,  fliow  them  the  way  wherein 

they  ought  to  go. Are  any  difcouraged 

by  the  oppofition  they  meet  with,  or  the 

dangers  they  fear  ?  let  us  take  the  road  be- 

I  fore 
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fore  them,  and  animate  them  to  follow  our 

example. Do  we  fee  any  flopping  ihort, 

or  even  looking  afide  to  fome  alluring  ob- 
jc(5ls,  that  have  a  tendency  to  withdraw 
their  hearts  from  God  ?  let  us,  in  the  Ipirit 
of  meeknefs,  reporove  and  admonifli  them. 

Above  all,  let  us  beware  of  falling  out 

■with  our  fellow-travellers  ;  for  that  muit 
neceffarily  mar  the  progrefs  of  both:  if  they 
and  we  are  going  to  the  fame  place,  let  that 
futllce  to  unite  us  in  affedion;  and  let  it 
be  agreed,  that  we  may  differ  in  lefTer 
things. 

But  many,  alas !  take  the  oppofite  road, 
and  walk  in  "  the  broad  way  that  leadeth 
.*'  to  deftruclion."  How  Ihall  we  behave 
with  refpect  to  thefe? Let  us  remem- 
ber, my  friends,  that  they  are  {till  our 
brethren,  and  that  the  time  was,  when  we 
ourfelves  were  "  foolifli  and  difobedient,'* 

even  as  they  are. Should  we  meet  with 

one  of  our  countrymen  in  a  foreign  land, 
living  in  a  poor  and  abject  condition,  and 
at  the  fame  time  knew  that  he  was  heir  to 
a  plentiful  eftate  at  home,  would  we  not 
endeavour  to  make  him  fenfible  of  his  fol- 

VoL.I.  Ff  ly? 
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ly  ?  would  we  not  ufe  every  argument  to 
perfuade  him   to  return  with  us  ? — Why, 

this  is  the  very  cafe. We  fee  immortal 

creatures  forgetting  themfelves,  and  the 
great  things  they  may  poiTefs  in  the  hea- 
venly world,  pleafed  and  deluded  with  the 
verieft  trifles,  with  lying  vanities  that  pe- 
rifli  in  the  ufmg:  They  are  really  our  bre- 
thren ;  and  there  is  enough  in  our  Father's 

houfe  both  for  them  and  us. Indeed,  if 

the  proviiion  were  fcanty,  we  might  have 
fome  colour  of  excufe  for  leaving  them  be- 
hind us ;  but  the  heavenly  inheritance  is 
fufficient  for  us  all;  nay,  the  number  of 
co-heirs,  inftead  of  diminifliing,  increafeth 
the  happinefs  of  each  individual. 

We  had  all  wandered  into  "  a  far  coun- 
"  try,"  when  our  compafTionate  Father 
fent  his  beloved  Son  to  invite  us  home:  And 
if  any  of  us  have  got  our  minds  enligh- 
tened ;  if  by  grace  we  have  been  awaken- 
ed frorn  our  fatal  lethargy,  and  determined 
to  comply  with  the  kind  invitation  ;  fhall 
we  not  do  what  in  us  lies,  to  awaken  thofe 
who  are  ftill  afleep?  fhall  we  not  tell  them 
the  good  news,  and  prefs  them  to  go  with 

us? 
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us? Oh!  it  is  terrible  to   think  of  an 

everlaftlng  feparation.  Place  yourfelves 
before  the  judgment-feat,  and  think  how 
affecfling  that  awful  moment  fliall  be,  when 
the  Judge  fhall  pronounce  the  final  doom, 
and  fend  away  from  his  prefence  fome  of 
thofe  with  whom  we  once  were  acquaint- 
ed, perhaps  intimately  connected,  nay, 
whom  we  dearly  loved ;  fend  them,  I  fay, 
from  his  prefence  to  the  other  fide  of  that 
unpafTable  gulf,    from    whence  they  fhall 

never  return! How  that  final   parting 

fhall  then  be  felt  by  us,  I  know  not ;  but 
furely  the  diflant  profpect  of  it  is  dreadful 
in  the  mean  time.  O  then  let  us  do  what 
we  can  to  prevent  it!  Let  us  imitate  that 
good  JJoepherd  "  who  came  to  feek  and  to 
"  fave  that  which  was  loft;"  He  "  gave 
"  his  life  for  the  fheep ;"  and  Ihall  any 
who  have  tafted  the  fweetnefs  of  his  mer- 
cy, think  it  much  to  follow  with  their 
warmeft  intreaties,  thofe  unhappy  wan- 
derers, who,  as  they  themfelves  once  did, 
have  left  the  good  pafture,  and  continue 
to  ftray  in  the  barren  wildernefs,  where, 
without  fpeedy  relief,  they  muft  irreco- 
F  f  2  verably 
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verabJy  perifh  ? God  forbid: — Let   us 

have  pity  upon  thofe  who  have  not  yet 
learnt  to  pity  themfelves  ;  and- to  the  moft 
vigorous  efforts  we  can  ufe  for  their  reco- 
very, let  us  add  our  fervent  prayers  to 
God,  that  he  may  fend  forth  his  Spirit,  to 
bring  them  into  the  way  of  peace  and 
fafety,  and  then  to  keep  and  guide  them 
in  that  way,  till  he  lead  them  at  length 
into  "  the  land  of  uprightnefs.'* 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  fliow,  in  a 
variety  of  inftances,  what  manner  of  life  is 
moft  expreflive  of  the  temper,  and  bed 
fuited  to  the  condition,  oi  Jl rangers  and  fo- 
journsrs.  May  God  accompany  what  hath 
been  faid  with  his  efFed:ual  bleilmg,  and 
enable  us  all  fo  to  behave  in  this  "  houfe 
*'  of  our  pilgrimage,"  that  when  we  fliall 
have  done  with  earthly  things,  we  may  be 
received  into  thofe  "  everlafti ng  hablta- 
"  tions,  whither  Chrifl  hath  gone  to  pre- 
"  pare  a  place  for  us."  .To  whom,  with 
the  Father,  and  the  Hdy  Spirit,  the  one 
living  and. true  God,  be  afcribed,  as  is  mofl 
due,  all  blefhng  and  honour,  and  glorj, 
and  power,  both  now  and  evermore.  Amen, 

S  E  R- 
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P.  cached  on  the  day  of  national  thankfglving,  Nov.  29.  1759. 

Joshua  xxUi.  ii. 

Take  gQod  heed  therefore  unto  yourfclvef^  that 
ye  love  the  Lord  your  God^ 

THESE  are  the  words  of  a  foldier  and 
a  faint ;  a  foldier,  equally  brave  and 
fuccefsfuli  a-^faint,  diftinguiilied  by  the 
tellimony  of  God  himfclf.  They  are  the, 
words  of  Jodiua,  the  vidlorious  leader  of 
God's  ancient  people,  dnd  make  a  part  of 
that  folemn  valedidory  fpeech,  which  he 
pronounced  in  a  national  affembly  of  hi.3 
countrymen  a  little  before  his  death. 

The  fame  liappy  union  of  fortitude  and 
piety  which  had  rendered  his  adive  life 
fo  glorious,  flill  flione  forth  with  undimi- 
nilhed  ftrength,  to  adorn  the  concluding 
fcene.  Never  did  the  magnanimity  of  the 
foldier,  never  did  the  piety  of  the  faint, 

F  f  3  never 
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never  did  the  generous  zeal  of  the  patriot, 
appear  with  more  becoming  grace  and 
dignity,  than  when  this  great  and  good 
man  rofe  up  in  the  prefence  of  all  his  bre- 
thren, and  thus  addrefTed  the  tribes  of 
Ifrael. 

•  "  I  am  old  and  flricken  in  age ;  and  ye 
"  have  feen  all  that  the  Lord  your  God  hath 
"  done  unto  all  thefe  nations,  becaufe  of 
*'  you  J  for  the  Lord  your  God  is  he  that 
"  hath  fought  for  you.  Behold,  I  have 
"  divided  vmto  you  by  lot  thefe  nations 
*'  that  remain,  to  be  an  inheritance  for  your 
*'  tribes,  from  Jordan,  with  all  the  nations 
"  that  I  have  cut  off,  even. unto  the  great 
*'  fea  wellward.  And  the  Lord  your  God, 
"  he  fhall  expel  them  from  before  you,  and 
*'  drive  them  from  out  of  your  fight,  and 
"  ye  fhall  poffefs  their  land,  as  the  Lo^d 
"  your  God  hath  promifed  unto  you.  Be 
"  ye  therefore  very  courageous,  to  keep  and 
"  to  do  all  that  is  written  in  the  book  of 
*'  the  law  of  Mofes,  that  ye  turn  not  afide 
*'  therefrom,  to  the  right-hand  or  to  the 
"  left ;  that  ye  come  not  among  thefe  na- 
"  tions,  thefe  that  remain  amonglt  you,  nei- 

"  ther 
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"  ther  make  mention  of  the  name  of  their 
"  gods,  nor  caufe  to  fwear  by  them,  neither 
**  ferve  them,  nor  bow  yourfel  ves  unto  them : 
"  but  cleave  unto  the  Lord  your  God,  as  ye 
"  have  done  unto  this  day.  For  the  Lord 
*'  hath  driven  out  from  before  you,  great 
"  nations  and  flrong ;  but  as  for  you,  no 
"  man  hath  been  able  to  (land  before  you 
"  unto  this  day.  One  man  of  you  fhall 
•*  chafe  a  thoufand;  for  the  Lord  your  God, 
"  he  it  is  that  fighteth  for  you,  as  he  hath 
"  promifed  you.  Take  good  heed  therefore 
*'  unto  yourfdves^  that  ye  love  the  Lord  your 
''  Godr 

"  How  forcible  are  right  words !"  Well 
did  Solomon  fay,  that  "  the  tongue  of  the 
"  wife  is  health,"  and  "  a  word  fitly  fpoken, 
"  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  iilver." 
An  addrefs  more  worthy  of  the  fpeaker,  or 
better  adapted  to  thofe  who  heard  it,  can- 
not be  devifed,  than  that  which  thefe  verfes 
prefent  to  our  view.  The  Jews  were  at  this 
time  in  full  pofTefTion  of  the  promifed  land; 
every  man  dwelt  fafely  under  his  vine,  and 
under  hig  fig-tree ;  neither  was  there  any 
to  make  them  afraid ;  for  "  the  Lord  had 
F  f  4  "  given 
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"  given  them  reft  from  all  their  enemies 
"  round  about."  By  a  train  of  the  moft 
aftonilhing  victories,  they  had  totally  fub- 
dned  the  nations  of  Canaan,  whofe  country 
they  divided  by  lot  among  themfelves.  Such 
a  valuable  conqueft,  equally  complete  and 
glorious,  afforded  matter  of  joy  and  triumph 
to  them  all;  but  chiefly  to  Jolliua,  who 
condudled  their  arms,  and  to  whofe  wif- 
dom  and  valour,  as  the  means  imder  God, 
they  were  vifibly  indebted  for  all  their 
fuccefs. 

Here  then  was  a  theatre,  on  which  am- 
bition and  vain-glory  might  have  a^led 
their  parts  to  gr^t  advantage  ;  nay,  they 
might  have  done  it  almoft  without  fear  of 
dete(5lion  or  reproof.  No  claim  of  merit 
would  have  been  thought  exceffive,  no  ap- 
plaufe  too  high,  no  reward  too  great,  for 
fuch  an  illuftrious  hero  as  Jofhua ;  and  had 
his  fpeech  been  artfully  framed  to  exalt 
h'lmfdf^  the  eife6l  of  it  would  probably  have 
been  fim.ilar  to  that  of  Herod's  oration, 
when  "  the  people  gave  a  fhout,  faying, 
*^  It  is  the  voice  of  a  God,  and  not  of  a 


''  man." 


But 


SERMON       XVIII.      457 

But  Jofhua  pofTefTed  "  another  fpirit.'* 
Long  had  he  been  dead  to  pride  and  felf- 
intereft:  He  fought  not  his  own  praife,  but 
the  honour  of  his  God,  and  the  profperity 
of  his  brethren. He  reminds  them,  in- 
deed, that  he  had  often  led  them  to  vidory 
and  triumph  ;  but  with  the  fame  breath  he 
reminds  them  alfo,  that  "  it  was  the  Lord 

"  their  God  that  fought  for  them." 

"  They  got  not  the  land  by  their  own  fword, 
"  neither  did  their  own  bow  fave  them, 
*'  but  the  right  hand  and  arm  of  Almighty 
"  Jehovah."  To  him  therefore  the  fole 
tribute  of  praife  was  due:  This  was  the 
important  truth  which  Jofliua  chiefly  recom- 
mended to  the  attention  of  his  hearers.  And 
now  knowing  that  the  time  of  his  depar- 
ture was  at  hand,  as  the  laft  and  ftrongefl: 
proof  of  his  affedtion  and  care, — with  the 
authority  of  a  governor  he  commands, — < 
with  the  bowels  of  a  father  he  intreats, — 
and   w4th  all  the  ferioufnefs   of  a  dying 

faint,  heobtefts  them,  to  love  the  Lord  their 

God. 

This,  my  brethren,  is  the  charge  which 
the  bed  of  Kings,  our  truly  magnanimous 

and 
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and  moll  gracious  Sovereign,  doth  this 
day  addrefs  to  us. — He  hath  called  us  to- 
gether by  his  royal  proclamation,  to  return 
public  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  va- 
riety of  great  and  public  blefTmgs,  which 
have  enriched  and  diftinguiflied  this  me- 
morable year. The  preceding  year  was 

indeed  glorious ;  but  of  this  it  may  be  faid, 
with  a  peculiar  emphafis,  that  it  excels  in 
glory.  Even  to  the  prefent  day,  the  feries 
of  vidlory  remains  unbroken ;  no  defeat 
hath  flained  our  national  honour,  nor  any 
public  difafter  interrupted  our  joy.  Hither- 
to our  funfliine  hath  been  clear  and  un- 
clouded :  Amidft  the  tumults  and  horrors 
of  furrounding  war,  bleflfed  with  uncom- 
mon plenty  at  home,  we  enjoy  all  the  com- 
forts of  domeftic  peace ;  whilft  every  quar- 
ter of  the  world  hath  beheld  our  triumphs, 
and  on  every  element,  by  fea  and  by  land, 

fuccefs  hath  crowned  the  Britifli  arms. 

Succefs,  I  fay,  of  the  befl:  and  mod  valuable 
kind  ;  for  the  fruits  of  our  vidlories  are  not 
the  romantic  and  airy  additions  of  military 
fame,  but  advantages  of  a  fubftantial  and 
more  enduring  nature: — the  increafe  of  our 

I  naval 
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naval  ftrength,  which  experience  hath  ihowu 
to  be  the  flirefl  means  of  our  defence ; — 
the  enlargement  of  our  commerce,  the  great 
fource  of  our  wealth ; — the  protedion  of 
our  King's  electoral  dominions,  unjuftly 
invaded  on  our  account ; — and  the  fecurity 
of  our  colonies  from  the  inroads  and  deva- 
ftations  of  mercilefs  favages^  rendered  ftill 
more  favage  by  the  iniligation  and  example 

of  perfidious  Frenchmen. Thefe  are 

laurels  which  wither  not ;  acquifitions  of 
real  and  permanent  worth,  which,  with 
humble  boldnefs,  we  may  publifh  to  the 
w^orld,  and  even  avow  to  our  own  hearts,  as 
becoming  grounds  of  thankfgiving  to  that 
God,  "  who  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways, 
".and  holy  in  all  his  works;  who  executeth 
"  judgment  for  the  oppreiTed,  but  the 
*'  way  of  the  wicked  he  turneth  upfide 
"  down." 

This  King  of  heaven,  *'  who  abafeth 
"  thofe  that  walk  in  pride ; — all  whofe  works 
"are  truth,  and  his  ways  judgment,"  we 
praife,  extol,  and  honour  this  day,  as  the 
author  of  thefe  fignal  and  unmerited  blef- 
ilngs.     "  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto 

"us:" 
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"  us:" — not  Tinto  the  wifdom  of  our  coun?« 
fcUors,  not  unto  the  valour  of  our  troops, 
though  both  have  equalled  our  w^iflies,  and 
even  exceeded  our  hopes  ; — yet  not  unto 
thefe, — but  "  unto  the  name  of  God,"  is  all 

"  the  glory"  due. He  it  was  who  taught 

our  fenators  wifdoin;  He  it  was  who  girded 
our  foldiers  with  (Irength;  it  was  the.  Lord 
our  God  who  fought  for  us  in  every  fuc- 
cefsful  enterprife;  who  in  Ge?'many  and  Ca- 
nada revealed  His  mighty  arm  on  our  fide; 
who  hath  thus  far  profpered  our  righteous 
caufe,  and  made  us  to  triumph  over  them 
that  hate  us. 

Juftly  may  we  fay  with  the  chureh  of  old, 
"  O  nng  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong,  for  he 
"  hath  done  marvellous  things  ;  his  right 
"  hand,  and  his  holy  arm,  hath  gotten  him 
"  the  vidlorv.  The  Lord  hath  made  known 
"  his  falvation,  his  righteoufnefs  hath  he 
"  openly  fliewed  in  the  fight  of  the  hea- 
^'  then:  he  hath  remembered  mercy  to- 
"  wards""  Britain  ;  "  all  the  ends  of  the 
'*  earth  hath  feen  the  falvation  of  our 
*^  God." 

But,  my  brethren,  thankfgiving  and  praife 

are 
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are'only  a  part  of  the  tribute  we  owe.  Jo- 
lluia  made  a  farther  deniand  upon  his  coun- 
trymen. And  as  our  fituatlon,  in  fome  of 
its  mod  important  circumflances,  is  appa- 
rently fmiilar  to  theirs  ;  the  fame  charge 
that  was  given  to  them,  with  the  utmofl 
propriety,  may  be  addreffed  to  us : 

Take  good  heed  unto  yotirfcl'ues^  that  ye  lovs 
the  Lord  your  God,     For, 

In  the  frjl  place,  It  is  for  this  very  end 

that  national  mercies  are  bellowed. 

''  Thou  {halt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
"  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,"  is  the 
firfl  and  great  commandment  in  the  law ; 
and  Providence  enforceth  what  the  law  de- 
mands.    God  fpeaks  to  us  by  his  works,  as 
well  as  by  his  w^ord  ;   both  are  his  meflen- 
gers  :  and  it  often  happens,  that  the  figns  of 
the  one  are  as  exprelhve  and  intelligible  as 
the  language  of  the  other.     Hence  a  voice 
is  afcribed  to  the  rod  by  the  Prophet  Micah, 
(Micah  vi.  9.)    "  The  Lord's  voice  crieth 
"  unto  the  city,   and  the  man  of  wifdom 
*'  fhall  fee  thy  name:  Hear  ye  the  rod, 
*'  and  v>'ho  hath  appointed  it."     Judgment; 

is 
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is  that  ftern  meffengcr  which  fpeaks  to  us 
out  of  the  whirlwind,  faying,  "  Why  Ihould 
"  ye  be  ftricken  any  more  ?  Will  ye  revolt 
*'  ftill  more  and  more  ?" — But  mercy  hath 
a  fofter  voice ;  in  mildeft  accents  it  courts 
our  return,  and  with  perfuafive  eloquence 
difarms  our  enmity,  bends  the  ftubborn  will, 

and  captivates  the  heart. "  When  our 

"  own  wickednefs  corrects  us,  and  our 
"  backflidings  reprove  us,"  then  it  is  ex- 
pecfied  that  we  fliould  "  know  and  fee  what 
"  an  evil  and  bitter  thing  it  is  to  fin  againft 
"  God  :"  After  this  manner  do  his  judge- 
ments teach  men  righteoufnefs.  But  his 
mercies  have  a  higher  office;  to  them  it  be- 
longs to  teach  men  love;  they  reprefent 
God  as  truly  amiable,  as  the  mod  worthy 

object  of  our  fupreme  affedlion. Signal 

and  unmerited  favours,  efpecially  when 
conferred  upon  thofe  who  are  not  only  un- 
worthy of  them,  but  who  deferve  the  con- 
trary, are  juflly  compared  to  "  coals  of  fire," 
which  melt  down  every  thing  but  drofs. 
Even  the  malice  of  Saul  w^as  fo  far  over- 
come by  the  generofity  of  David,  that  "  he 
"  lifted  up  his  voice  and  wept,  and  faid  un- 


"to 
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''  to  David,  Thou  art  more  righteous  than 
"  I  ;  for  thou  haft  rewarded  me  good, 
"  whereas  1  have  rewarded  thee  evil."  Now 
of  this  kind  are  all  God's  favours  towards 
us.  And  ihall  favours  of  fuch  a  nature  be 
heaped  upon  us  in  vain  ?  Surely,  when 
he  whom  we  had  offended,  moft  bafely  of- 
fended, is  not  only  merciful,  but  bounteous 
alfo ;  when  he  not  only  fpares  us,  but  even 
loads  us  with  benefits ;  our  hearts  muft  be 
impenetrable,  and  void  of  all  feeling,  if 
they  are  not  fubdued  to  the  love,  as  well  as 
the  admiration,  of  fuch  amazing  generofity. 

We  have  b^en   praifing   God  for  his 

goodnefs ;  but  praife  without  love  can  never 
afcend  to  his  throne  with  acceptance. — Let 
us  therefore  take  good  heed  unto  oiirfelves^ 
that  'W3  love  the  Lord  our  God;  and  the  rather 
becaufe, 

In  the  feeond  place.  We  are  in  danger  of 
perverting  his  goodnefs  to  a  very  different 
purpofe.  The  caution  given  in  the  text, 
plainly  implies  this;  and  the  fubfequent  hi- 
ftory  of  the  Jewifh  nation  as  plainly  proves, 
that  the  caution  was  neceffary. 

We 
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We  read  in  the  book  of  Judges,  that  af- 
ter che  death  of  Jofliua,  "  there  arofe  ano- 
"  thx^r  generation,  which  knew  not  the 
"  Lord,  and  they  forfook  the  God  of  their 
"  fathers,  which  brought  them  out  of  the 
*'  land  of  Egypt,  and  ferved  other  gods." 
This  monllrous  ingratitude  Mofes  had  fu- 
fpecled,  and  left  many  warnings  on  record 

to  guard  them  againit  it. ''  It  fliall  be," 

faid  he  in  one  place,  "  when  the  Lortl  thy 
"  God  fliall  have  brought  thee  into  the  land 
"  which  he  fware  unto  thy  fathers,  to 
*'  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  to  give  thee 
*'  great  and  goodly  cities  which  thou  build- 
"  edft  not,  and  houfes  full  of  all  good  things 
"  which  thou  filledft  not,  and  wells  which 
*'  thou  diggedft  not,  and  vineyards  and 
"  olive-trees  which  thou  plantedft  not; 
*'  when  thou  flialt  have  eaten,  and  art  full, 
"  then  beware  that  thou  forget  not  the  Lord 
"  thy  God,  which  brought  thee  forth  out  of 
"  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  froan  the  houfe  of 
"  bondage."  And  in  another  .place,  after 
recounting  many  temporal  blellings  which 
God  ^had  promifcd  to  beftow  upon  them, 
he  thus  concludes :    ''  Take  heed  to  your- 

"  felves, 
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*'  felvcs,  that  your  heart  be  not  deceived, 
**  and  ye  turn  afide,  and  ferve  other  gods, 

"  and  worfhip  them." "  But  Jefhurun 

"  waxed  fat,  and  kicked,  and  lightly  efteem- 
*'  ed  the  rock  of  his  falvation."  Ifrael,  that 
was  humble  in  the  wildernefs,  tame  and 
tra(5lable  in  thofe  lean  paftares,  grew  proud 
and  wanton  in  fruitful  Canaan.  When 
*'  they  fucked  honey  out  of  the  rock,"  as 
the  Prophet  exprefles  it,  "  and  did  eat  the 
"  fat  of  lambs,  and  kidneys  of  wheat,  then 
"  faid  they,  We  are  lords,  we  will  come  no 
"  more  unto  thee." 

That  profperlry  fhould  have  another  and 
very  different  efledl  upon  us,  1  have  already 
endeavoured  to  fhow  ;  and,  bleiled  be  God, 
examples  of  a  wife  and  laudable  improve- 
ment of  profperity  are  not  altogether  want- 
ing. It  is  recorded  to  the  honour  of  good 
King  Jehofhaphat,  2  Chron,  xvii.  5,  6.  who 
had  {liver  and  gold  in  abundance,  that  "  his 
*'  heart  was  lifted  up  in  the  way  of  God's 
"  commandments." — If  we  read  the  begin- 
ning of  the  eighteenth  pfiilm,  in  connedion 
with  the  title  prefixed  to  it,  we  fliall  difcover 
another  amiable  inflance  of  the  moft  exa<5; 

Vol.  1.  G  g  obc- 
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obedience  to  the  command  in  my  text. 
The  title  runs  in  thefe  words : — A  pfalm  of 
Dci'vid,  the  Jernjant  of  the  Lord^  ivhojpake  un- 
to the  Lord  the  njoords  of  this  fong^  in  the  day 
that  the  Lord  deli'vered  him  from  the  hand  of 
all  his  enemies^  and  from  the  hand  of  Saul ; 
and  he  faid^  verfe  i .  "  I  will  love  thee,  O 
"  Lord,  my  ftrength." — But  few,  alas !  com- 
paratively fpeaking,  walk  in  the  fteps  of 
thefe  holy  men.  Even  a  pious  Hezekiah, 
*'  rendered  not  again  according  to  thebene- 
"  fits  done  unto  him^  but  his  heart  was  lifted 
"  up;"  for  which  caufe  "  there  came  wrath 
^'  upon  himfelf,  and  upon  Judah,  and  upon 
"  Jerufalem." 

Great  indeed  is  our  national  felicity;  but 
equally  great  is  our  danger  of  abuiing  it.-—' 
Scarcely  had  the  Ifraelites  efcaped  from  the 
hvoufe  of  bondage,  when  thofe  very  fpoils 
they  had  recovered  from  their  tafk-mafters 
were  formed  into  an  idol,  which  they  bafe- 
ly  woriliipped  in  place  of  that  God,  whofe 
outflirctched  arm  had  wrought  their  deliver- 
ance. And  is  it  not  pofilble,  my  brethren, 
that  the  fruits  of  that  faccefs  with  which 
God  hath  been  pleafed  to  favour  us,  may, 

b7 
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by  a  like  abufe,  be  perverted  into  weapons 
of  rebellion  againfthimfeU? — Luxiu'y  is  the 
common  attendant  upon  affluence :  This 
unfits  the  mind  for  ferious  thinking,  and 
breeds  a'coldnefs  and  indifference  towards 
fpiritual  things;  in  confequence  of  which, 
a  fecret  difaffeclion  to  thofe  laws  wiiich 
would  reflrain  him,  foon  takes  root  in  the 
heart  of  the  fenfualift,  till,  wearied  with 
the  ftruggle  betwixt  Reafon  and  Appetite, 
he  at  length  fets  himfelf  in  oppofition  to 
God,  and  his  ways  ;  reproaches,  with  the 
names  oi  njlcntation  ox  bypocrify^  all  ferious 
religion  and  godlinefs  in  others  ;  turns  away 
his  eyes  from  the  light  that  reproves  him, 
and  even  doth  what  he  can  to  extinguiili  it 

altogether. Thus  doth  "  the   profperity 

"  of  fools  deftroy  them  :" — "  When  men  fee 
"  no  changes,  they  fear  not  God."  What 
reafon  then  have  we  to  join  trembling  with 
our  mirth,  and  to  take  good  heed  unto  ourfelves^ 
left  our  table  become  a  fnare  to  us,  and  the 
uncommon  blellings  we  have  received,  in- 
ftead  of  heightening  our  love,  fliould  cauib 
us  to  forget  the  hand  that  bellowed  them, 
r-nd  prove  the  means  of  alienating  our  hearts 
G  g  2  from 
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fit'om  God  ? To  prevent  this,  let  me  beg 

your  attention  to  what  I  have'  farther  to  of- 
fer, in  the 

Third  and  Iqfi  place, — That  to  lo'uc  the 
Lord  our  God,  is  not  only  the  return  he  ex- 
pecflsS  for  his  benefits,  but  the  return  he  dc- 

inands. It  is  not  only  juft  and  reafonable 

in  its  own  nature,  but  it  is  likewife  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  on  our  part ;— nay,  it  is  the 
one  thing  needful  ;  the  with-holding  of 
which  fliall  .unavoidably  be  attended  with 
the  moft  fatal  cpnfequences. 

This  expreiTes  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
charge,  and  was  certainly  the  important 
truth  that  Joiliua  meant  to  convey  to  his 
liearers. — His  great  aim  was,  to  remind 
them,  in  thtfuji  place,  that  all  the  pad  fuc- 
ceiles  were  entirely  ow.ing  to  the  favour  of 
the  Molt  High;  ^nd^fiext,  to  perfuade  them, 
that  upon  the  continuance  of  his  almighty 
protedlion,  their  future  prbfperity  would 
■  folely  depend.- — He.  exhorts  them  indeed, 
yerfe  6.  to  be  "very  courageous :"  but  for 
wha.t  end  ?  Was  it  only  to  fight  againft 
men  ? — No  ;  it  was  alfo  that,  in  oppofition 
to  all  dangers  and  difScukies  of  what  kind 

foevre. 
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ioever,  they  might  ftedmrtly  obey  the  Lord 

thcu'  God. "  Be  ye  therefore  very  cou- 

"  rageous  to  keep  and  to-  do  all  that  is  writ- 
"  ten  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  Mofcs, 
"  that  ye  turn  not  afide  therefrom,  to  the 
"  right  hand  or  to  the  left."  And  then, 
fays  he,  verfe  10.  "  One  man  of  you  fliall 
"  chafe  a  thouland,  for  the  Lord  your  God 
"  is  he  that  fighteth  for  you."  But  he  adds, 
in  the  verfes  following  my  text,  "  If  ye  go 
"  back,  and  tranfgrefs  the  covenant  of  the 
"  Lord  your  God,  know  for  a  certainty, 
"  that  the  anger  of  the  Lord  Iball  be  kind- 
"  led  againft  you,  and  ye  fliall  quickly  pe- 
"  riili  from  off  the  good  land  which  he  hath 
"  given  you." — Accordingly,  we  are  told, 
in  the  2d  chapter  of  the  book  of  Judges^ 
that  when  the  fucceeding  generation  for- 
fook  the  Lord,  and  ferved  other  gods,  "  thea 
"  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  hot  againft  If- 
"  rael,  and  he  delivered  them  into  the  hands 
*'  of  fpoilers  that  fpoilcd  them,  and  he  fold 
**  them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  round 
"  about ;  fo  that  they  could  not  any  longer 
"  (land  before  their  enemies,  and  they  were 
"  fore  diflreffed."  Now  all  thefe  thi:igs 
G  g  3  hap- 
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happened  to  them  for  enfamples;  and  thej 
are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom 

the.  ends  of  the.  world  are  come God  is 

always  the  fame  ;  he  is  "  in  one  mind,  and 
'^  none  can  turn  him."  His  love  to  right- 
coufnefs,  his  hatred  of  fin,  are  both  un- 
changeable ;  and  therefore  the  truth  of  that 
affertion  mud  be  equally  unchangeable,  that 
"  righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  nation  ;"  whereas 
"  fm  is  the  reproach,"  and,  if  obllinately 
perfifted  in,    mud  prove  the  ruin  "  of  any 

"  people." "  For  wickednefs  burnetii  as 

"  the  fire,  it  fliall  devour  the  briers  and 
"  thorns,  and  kindle  in  the  thickets  of  the 
"  forefts,  and  they  fhall  mount  up  as  the 
"  lifting  up  of  fmoke;  through  the  wrath 
"  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  the  land  darkened, 
"  and  the  people  fhall  be  as  the  fuel  of  the 
"fire."  ^ix.  1 8. 

Ought  we  not  then  to  take  good  heed  un-^ 
to  ourfdvcs^  that  ive  love  the  Lord  our  God? 
Jofllua  gave  this  advice  to  the  Jews  a  long 
time  after  the  Lord  had  given  them  reft 
from  all  their  enemies  round  about.  We, 
my  brethren,  are  flill  engaged  in  war, 
the   iillie   of  which    is    always    doubtful. 

We 
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We  have  drawn  the  fword,  and  thus  far 
have  employed  it  with  glory  and  i'uccefs: 
But  it  was  a  prudent  caution  which  Achab 
gave  to  Benhadad,  "  Let  not  him  that 
"  girdeth  on  the  harnefs  boaft  himfelf  as 
*'  he  that  taketh  it  off."  Our  enemies  are 
weakened,  but  they  are  likewife  greatly 
irritated;  and  ftill  they  are  a  ftrong  and 
formidable  people.  We  can  look  back 
upon  a  lime  when  our  own  fituation  was 
very  unpromifing  ;  —  when  every  alarm 
brought  a  panic  along  with  it,  till  roufed 
by  infult,  and  a  fenle  of  danger,  the  na- 
tional fpirit  at  length  awoke ;  vigorous 
meafures  were  purfued ;  and,  by  the  good 
hand  of  our  God  upon  us,  have  wonder- 
fully profpered. — Is  it  a  thing'  impoffible, 
is  it  even  improbable,  that  limilar  caufes 
may  produce  fimilar  effects  in  the  councils 
and  meafures  of  the  nation  with  whom  we 
contend  ? 

Were  they  in  reality  weaker  than  we 
are  willing  to  fuppole,  it  would  ill  become 
us  to  deny  a  truth,  of  which  we  ourfelves 
have  fo  lately  had  the  happy  experience, 
to  vs^it,  "  That  the  battle  is. not  always  to 

"  the 
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''  the  fcrong."  Both  at  Minden  and  ^ehec^ 
every  advantage  for  victory  is  now  cer- 
tainly known  to  have  been  on  the  fide  of 
our  enemies.  The  fate  of  nations  is'  not 
determined  by  the  pohcy  of  men:  the 
events  of  war  are  conducted  and  over- 
ruled by  a  higher'  hand  than  the  arm  of 
iiem.  Hear  what  God  faid  to  the  Tews 
by  the  Pronet  yerem'iah :  "  Though  ye 
"  had  fmitten  the  whole  army  of  the 
"  Chaldeans  that  fight  againfl:  you,  and 
"  there  remained  but  wounded  men  among 
"  them,  yet  fhould  they  rife  up  every  man 
"  in  his  tent,  and  burn  this  city  with  fire." 
— "  Without  me,"  fiys  he  by  another  pro- 
phet, "  they  fhall  bow  down  under  the 
"  prifoners,  and  they  iliall  fdl  under  the 
"llain." 

BlefTed  be  God,  we  have  large  and  ma- 
nifold grounds  of  thankfgiving ;  but  the. 
very  grounds  of  our  thankfgiving  are  like- 
wife  monitors  of  humility,  and  prefs.  the 
necefTity  of  fecuring  the  friendiliip  of  that 
Almighty  Being,  who  '*  doth  according 
"  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and 
"  amongft  the   inhabitants  of  this  earth.' 

Pride 
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Pride    and    fccurity   are    fatal    prefages    of 

approaching  ruin.— *'  Before  delb'U(5lion 

"  the  heart  of  man  is.  haughty."  How 
awful  Vvas  the  doom  pronounced  again fl 
Tyre!  (Ezck.  wyj'm.  2.'  et  Jhq.)  "  Thus 
"  faith  the  Lord  God,  Bec^ufe  thine  heart 
"  is  hfted  up,  and  thou  haft  faid,  I  am 
*^  a  god,  I  fit  in  the  feat  of  God,  in  the 
"  mid  ft  of  the  feas  ;  yet  thou  art  a  man, 
"  and  not  God,  though  thou  haft  fet  thine 
*'  heart  as  the  heart  of  God:  behold,  thou 
"art  wifcr  than  Daniel;  there  is  no  fe- 
"  CFet  that  they  can  hide  from  thee : 
"  with  thy  wifdom,  and  with  thine  ini- 
''  derftanding,  thou  haft  gotten  thee  riches, 
"  and  haft  gotten  gold  and  ftlver  into  thy 
"  treafures :  by  thy  great  wifdom,  and  by 
*'  thy  traffic,  haft  thou  increafed  thy  riches, 
"  and  thine  heart  is  lifted  up  becaufe  of  thy 
"  riches.  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord 
"  God,  Becaufe  thou  haft  fet  thine  heart  as 
"  the  heart  of  God;  behold  therefore,  I  will 
"  bring  ftrangers  upon  thee,  the  terrible  of 
"  the  nations:  and  they  ftiall  draw  their 
"  fwords  againft  the  beauty  of  thy  wifdom, 
"  and    they    fliall    defile    thv    brightnefs. 

"  They 


474      SERMON       XVIII. 

"  They  fliall  bring  thee  down  to  the  pit, 
"  and  thou   flialt  die  the  deaths  of  them 
"  that  are  flain  in  the  midll:  of  the  Teas."  . 
Let  :is   learn   wildom   from   fbcir  folly. 

Let  their  punifhmeut  admonilh  us  to 

beware  of  that, pride  which  God  abhor- 
reth : — Let  the  manifold  goodnefs  we  pro- 
fefs  to  celebrate  this  day,  lead  us  to  "  that 
*'  repentance  which  is  never  to  be  repented 
"  of;" — and  let  us  fervently  pray,  That 
^'  the  Holy  Spirit  may  be  given  unto  us, 
"  to  filed  abroad  the  love  of  God  in  our 
"  hearts,"  as  an  e£Fe6lual  principle  of-  all 
lioly  obedience.  Then  may  we  hope,,  that 
the  Lord  of  Hods  will  go  forth  with  our 
armies,  and  lead  them  on  to  nev^  and  ft  ill 
greater  triumphs ;  till  at  length  the  defola- 
tions  of  war  ihall  be  happily  terminated 
by  a  fiife,  an  honourable,  and  lailing  peace. 
Which  may  God  of  his  infinite  mercy 
grant,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 
J.?nen, 
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